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P Was (aWy apprized, when I firft en- 
gaged myfclfin this Undertaking, that 
I fiioiild be obliged to encounter with ' 
great Oppofit ion and many Difficuliiea 
in the Putfuit of it. I co-jM eafily 
forefce that Men in Pitoer, wlio have 
the Difpofiiion of Emplo^mcnH ani Rmzirdi in their 
Hands, would not want Advocates to defend their 
Mcafiirc? ; to piit the moH pUufible Gloflei on their 
Coiiduil, and endeavour to reconcile it to the general 
Principles of Liberty. But I own my Apprehenfioni 
went no farther; for it did not eiilcr into my Thoughts 
ih3t tiic very firji PrmdpU-i ef a free G<ivernmint 
would bedifputed by Men, ivho call Them felves IVhi^i, 
and owe their Piefcrm;nt to thafe TriKaphs, however 
They might attempt to accommodate ihem [o their 
own Purpolba. I could not conceive that any Perfons 
(cfpecially of grave and folcmn Chataders ) would 
proftinne Thcmfelves fo far as to pl:ad openly for the 
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did I imagine that tlic Eftablilhment oi Jianding Arm^^j. 
and a general Excife would ever find any Advoca xes 
in this Nation, under the prefent Government. 

But Experience hath proved the contrary, and con- 
vinced us of the Truth of an old Oblcrvation, that 
Svlien Men are embark'd in the Defenceof a l/ud €anfe^ 
They mull not flick at any Meafures, or 'J bpicks, to 
fupport it. One Thing naturally draws on another, 
and They are obliged to proceed fioni Siej^ to Step, 
till They are driven at lad to the Fountain-! lead, and 
the Confiitution itfclf becomes the Point in Debate, 

The DoSlrines, which I have juil mentioned, have 
certainly this Tendency, and afieft the fun.iamental 
Principles of our Government. , That fuch DoSlrifies 
*liave been advanced and defended, is too notorious 
and melancholy a Truth ; which makes it the Duty 
of every Englljkman to prevent the Propagation 'and 
Eflablifhmcnt of them, as far as it lies in his Poucr. 

The Sabjcft of Ccrr/z///^/; and Court-Depe?idence hath 
t^een pretty fblly explained already, in the Courfe of 
thcfe Papers ; and will, perhaps, be yefumed at a pro- 
per Jun6lin"c. 

The Dangers of ftnnding Armies and Exclfcs have 
likewife been inculcated in general Terras ; but they 
are Subjeds of ib much Importance to all that is dear 
and valuable to us, as a great, free and flouriilimg People, 
that they deferve and require a particular Examina- 
tion. 

I mention thefe two Points together, bccaufe I 
think them, in a great Mcafure, dependent on each 
other ; for as a large Army cannot be fupportcd, under 
our prefent Circumftances of Vebis and Expenccs^ 
without burthenfome 7axes and Impofitions, fo it is evi- 
dent from Hiilory that a general Excife-^ can never be 
eflablifh'd, without dijlanding Army to (iipport it ; and 
in thefe two Points confiil the moil terrible Ideas, 
which We can pollibly form to our fclvcs of arbitrary 
Government, 

I fhall 
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I {hall begin with the Subjc6l of E^cifes, and will 
endeavour to explain it in a Manner and Style adapted 
to the Capacities of all my Readers. 

I chafe to enter upon this Subjeft at prefent, that 
it may be fully difcuis'd before the Parliament meets. • 
In this Point, at Icaft, I Ihall conform myfelf to a 
Rule laid down by one of my Adverfaries^ who was 
formerly pleafcd to obferve that the Examination of 
fuch national Points ought always to precede the Sef* 
fion of Farliament ; and that every Englijhmnn hath a 
Right, at tho'e Times, to offer his Thoughts upon 
fuch Matiers as m.iy poflibly come before that AJfetn" 
b/\K I hope therefore that They will not revoke this 
ConcefTion, bat allow me to exercife a Privilege with- - 
out putting any bad Conftrudlions upon it, which They 
have acknowledged to be the Right of every Englijbman, 

I will not pretend to affert tliat any Minifter hath 
aftually refblved to propofe fuch a Scheme as I am 
going to examine, or prepared the necefTary Materi- 
als and Calculations for it ; but as it may be too hte 
to oppofe it without Doors, when it is brought into 
the Houfe, I think it proper to give my Reafons againil 
it in Time, whilft I am not precluded by Authority ; 
and promife to confider every Thing of Weight, that 
ihall be urged on the other Side, 

But though I do not aver that any Minifler hath 
yet embraced fuch a Scheme, I will not difTemble , 
my Apprehenfion that fome ProjeSfor may have it in 
his Thoughts ; and I will very fmnkly explain my . 
Reasons for it, as a farther Juftihcation of this Enquiry. 

About a Year and an half ago We tcok Notice of a . 
Rumour, that a certain Geiitlemcuj had proje(5led a 
Scheme for fublHtuting a general Excife in the Room 
of the Land^Tnx j upon which Occafion We thought . 
proper to give our Readers fome Extradb from the . 
Writings of Mr. Hampden upon that Subjci^. This.. 
Apprehenfion was treated with great Contempt by 
Mr. WalfiMgham^ who endeavour'd to ridicule it as a 
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falfe Alarm, a meer Bugl^ear of our own raifing, in or- 
der to keep up the Spirit of Diicontcnt; bccuuc the 
Supplies for that Tear were already granted, and the 
Scflion was then drawing to an End. This defcrved 
TO Reply at that Time; for We only faid that fucb n 
^ihcme was on Foot, without defigning to infinuate that 
it would be put in Execution that Year;* yet the very 
next Seilion We faw it partly executed by icviving iJie 
E:ccife upon Snlt, to make Way for the Reduction of 
cm SYiHing in the Pound on Land. When this PrcjrSi 
came under the Confideration and Debate of ParJia— 
mcnt, 2i certain Gentleman wss plcafcd to prom'rc the 
Houfe ihu the otbrr SHI/ing en Land ^ouM be I'kc- 
wifc tiken off, if They would confcnt to Jlr:r Altira- 
ticss in the Cclie^ion of the Revenue. By I'his He 
was generally underlie od to mean the Converfion of 
fome other Taxes into Excifesi and foon after, this 
Hint was explained to us more at large in a Pamphlet, 
intitled, a Letter to a Freeholder on the Redu^icnof 
the Land-Tax. As this Trea'i^e was difperfed through 
the Kingdom by minifterial Authority^ and muft be 
fuppo!cd to conrain the Sentiments of Thofe^ in whofc 
Service it was known to be written, I will tranfcribe 
a FafTagc or two from it, rchting to the Subjcdlnow 
before us. 

" To fcatter Terrors on this Occafion, fajs He^ 
** much Declamation hath been made Ufe of againll . 
** a general Excife ; as if the neccfTary Funds, to be 
** provided -in Ea'ie o^ the Land-Tax, muft introduce 
*< a general Ex cife. This the Craftfv^an hath raved 
«« at in Print, and his Patrons have not bludlM to do 
** it in Places, ^vhere fuch Fallacies ^ve^e not altoge- 
*' ther fo becomingly introduced. Every one knovvS 
*' that thoje Taxes, which publick Neceility hath laid 
** upon the Importation of Commodities, have been the 
*' mofl grievous Burthen oh the Britijh Commerce. AU 
** Home-Confurnption ought to be taxM ; but the Pio- 
•' ducc of our Colonies, brought hither, hath a vaft 

" Diladvaii- 
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" JDifadvantage in paying Duty upon being landed, 
** and receiving Drawbacks on being exported. All 
*' Goods imported are more or lefs fubje£l to this 
*' Grievance ; and all Duties paid the Government on 
" Importation coft the Government lo per Cent, far 
'* ,prompt Payment. In many, if the Commodity be 
'* entered for Re-exportation within a certain Time, 
** the Faftor claims a Drawbaek of the intire Duty, 
** and thus the Praimium, which was allow'd Him 
on prompt Payment, is abfolutely and intirely loft to 
the Publick ;' by which the Natioi"i, as the Cujfomi 
now fland, adlually lofes \o per Cent, on divers 
•** Branches of our Commerce. Befidea, the Charges of 
** Com miffs en i &c. to the Planters and IVIerchants of our 
Colonies, which They muft allow their Fad"iors here 
for the Tranfaftion of their Bufinefs at the Cuftom* 
boufe, are a great Load upon their Trade. 
. ** Other Inconvenicncics arife from the Duties being 
** paid on Importation, and Drcvjhacks allow'd on ex- 
*' porting tliem again, Numbcrlds Frauds arc com- 
*' mitted. The clandcftine Running of Goods is greatly 
** encouraged by this Method ; which if changed, the 
** People might be confiderably eafed, as well at home 
** as in our Colonies abroad. Who then will be theSuf- 
** ferer, or who will have Caufc to complain againfl rca- 
" fonablcMediods for improving the Revenue and eafing 
" the People, by turning the molt burthenfom.e of the 
" Cuftoms on Importation into Excifes on Kome-Gon- 
*• famption ? Our Liberties can.be in no Danger from 
'^ fuch Exclfes. They may be as fafe in this Kingdom 
•* as in tlic Republick di Holland, under the fame Rc- 
" gulations ; and none will be affc6ted by this Akcra- 
** tionbut thore/////f?, mereenaiy Favors, who from the 
Luft of Lucre would have theic Cnjloms. continued 
againfl the Intercft of Trade, againfl the Eafc of the 
People, meeily that They mny have the private Ad- 
vant.igc of Prreminms on prompt Payme?it, and Co?t^ 
tn'ijjions foi tranfading Bufinels at the Cuftom-hcvje, 
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But This, lam perfuaied, will have fo litilc Weight 
'* with the People of* England^ againll their general Ad- 
vantage, that I rather believe They will defpiie the 
Clamours and rejcdl the Perfons of Thofc, who 
oppofe a common Goody from any fuch fordid Motives ; 
elpccially wh?re there is not the Icall Thought of 
any general Exc;fe, nor any Tendency to it, nor any 
hicreaje of -Officers propofcd, that may endanger the 
Liberties cf th: Fcoplc. 
I have cited thefe Paflages at large, and in their full 
Strength, that the Author may have no Pretence to 
complain of Mifrepie-entation, or a partial State of his 
Arguments. There is no Occafion to wreft his Words ; 
for He fpeaksout very plainly, and avows Himfelf an 
Advocate for Excifes, though He is pleafed to difclaim 
the Defign of a general Exc'ife ; but it will foon appear, 
in the Courfe of this Enquiry, whether the Pra^lice of 
turning one Duty after another into Excifes hath no 
Tendency to a general Excife ; and whether this 
Method of Taxation can be long carry 'd ©n, without 
any Increafe of Officer s^ or any Danger to the Liberties 
cf the People, 

The Gentleman, who anfwer'd * this Pamphlet, 
made fome curlbry Obfervations on the Scheme of 
Excifes, as it is laid down in the PafTages before cited ; 
but deferred the particular Examination of it to a more 
feafonablc Jun6lure ; yet even the few Remarks, which 
He dropt on this Subje6l, rouzed up the fage Mr. Of 
borne", who told us, with his ufual Solemnity, that 
Excifes are fo far from being Badges of Slavery, that 
they are the moft equitable Methods of railing Taxes ; 
and that though the Words general Excife, have by 
foolifl: C"ftom a frightful Idea annexed to them, yet a 
;geneial Excife is the moft reafonable Thing in the World, 

He 
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He is pleafed, indeed, to exclude all the Nec^Jarirs of 
Life, Trade and Manu^^actory from his No-" 
tion of a general Ex cife \ nay, He would have it col- 
leded by i^Mt few eft l^ umber of Officers pqfftble, who 
ought not to be permitted to enter into private Honfes, 
■ If This can be contrived, and fettled, fays He, a 

general Excife will be a national Blejftng. To which 
I reply, that We have no Olije6lion to meer Words, or 
bounds, any more than Mr. Oi^^r;?^ ; and if either /f<?, 
or his Matron, who muft be acknowledged a \try great 
Mafter of Way and Means, can find out a general Tax 
to fupply all the prefent Occafions of the Government, 
without endangering our Liberties, or affefting the 
NeceJJfaries of Life, Trade and Manufa^ory^ I am ready 
to own it a national BleJJsng, But what is all This to 
the Purpofe ? Will Mr. Osborne pretend to fay that the 
Salt-Tax, which gave Occafion to this Di.pute, did 
not affeft the Ncceffaries of Life ; or will he have the 
Confidence to affert that the other Excifcs, pleaded for 
by the Author of a Letter to a Freeholder, are of this 
Nature ? No ; He manifellly evades the Point in the 
paper now before Me, and fcems to advance Argu- 
ments in one Paragraph with no other View, than to 
knock them down in the next, by throwing in fuch 
Rcltriiflions as I have juft mentioned . It is, indeed, 
cxaftly of a Piece with his other Writings, which 
difcovcr a Confcioufhefs that He is engaged in a bad 
Caufe, by continually fhuffling between his Principles, 
as an Engliftman, and the Duty of his prefent Voca- 
tion, as a Court-Writer, 

However, this Way of Reafoning, in Favour of 
Excifes, is fufficient to give us aff Alarm, as it is 
evidently calculated to prepare us for fomething of 
that Nature, and hath induced me to enter imme- 
diately upon the Examination of a Point, which I 
apprehend to be of the utmoft Confequence to Great 
B/ it Jin. 
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'The Reader will perceive that I dcfign this Pap ev- 
enly by way of Introdudlion to Tome following EfTay^ , 
in wJiich I propofe to ftate the Nature of £.rr//2v, aix^j 
fhew how they difFer from ct^cr Taxa, with Regat-^^ 
to the general Jntercfl of Trade and the Liberties of t^^ 
People. I will likcwife enquire into the Origin of tbyj- 
Method of Taxation, and by what Means it was fir (I 
introduced and eftabiiili'd amongil us. I will farther 
endeavour to prove that the Scheme now in DifpuiC 
tends to the Ellablifhmcnt of fuch ^ general Excife, 33 
hath been conftantly oppofed in this Nation by all the 
great Patrons and Affcrtors of Liberty. 

To thefe general Heads I fhall occafionally {ijbjoia 
fuch Obfervations on particular Branches of the Argu- 
ment, as my own Enquiries, the Information of others, 
or the Objedlions of my Adverfaries may fuggcll to 
me, in the Courfe of this Debate ; for I expecfl to have 
the whole Corps of Mercenaries turn*d loo(e upon me, 
in order to confound Truth wiih Numbers, Climour 
and SophiHry ; but I am fo fully convinced of the Me- 
rits of the Caufe, that I dcfire only the Attention of the 
Publick, and the impartial Judgment of all difmtcreficd 
Men. 1 can only add, that as I am rcfolved to fpare no 
Pains in the Illuflration of this Point; fo my Readers 
maybe afTured ;h";t I wi'l not rufTcr myfclt to be di- 
verted from thePurfuit of it by 2iny perfcnal Scurrilities, 
cr Altercations foreign to the Put p(je, D, 
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Sane Confiil.-ralicvs 01 the Nalure e/~Exci;EF, uilb 
Regard to the general hile reft (/"TiiADE. 

»a E Suhjea if, wiihout all Doubf, ob- 
7 liged to bear the Burllien of thofe Taxes, 
I which are nccelTiiry to defni)' the piib- 
! lick Expencea of the Nation ; but then 
icular Care Ihould be taken, in the 
nner of levying them, not to give 
any juft OccafloTi of Coniplaiiit ; which will be una- 
voidable, where the Method of Colleftion tends to cn- 
/livjng the Subjeft, and fubvertJng the Conlliiution ; far 
li nee all that the People pay to theCommonweahh is, 
1:1 Reality, nothing el^e than the Price of thofe Rights 
and Privikges, whicliThey enjoy under the pie'ent 
Government i fo it is not rcafonablc that any, who 
p3y their Proportion of thatPwc, (l;oaId be deprived 
of their Share of t\\cPunbafi. 

It often happens that the Tax itfeff docs not fit lb 
uneafy upon the People, as the Inequality of it, or fome 
Severity in the Method ef eoHeHing it. If there ei-' 
tlier be any Partiality in the Impaf.lions themrclves, or if 
one Part of the Kingdom arc deprived of the Libcrticf, 
to which They have a Right in common with the reft 
of Iheir Fcllow-Subjefts i This will certainly woik Dif- 
content in the Hearts of- fach Men, nnd raife an Envy 
in Them towards Thole, who enjoy the Privi!ci.'c', 
Vi'hich They arc deprived of, contrary 10 their natural 
Eight. Sueli rcafoiiable Difcojiientj as Thofe are, 
which arifc from the Caules above-menlion'd, ought al- 
ways to be guarded aaainft and prevented with the ut- 
Itiolt Caution. They arc Evil?, vvhi:]i-^preid foon and 
wiJc, caiiy along with them violent Refentmentf, and 
have 
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have often proved fatal to Government itfclf. They 
take oft' fo many Friend: ofir, as find them^blvCxS afTcrf- 
^1 by thcfc Fa'Hs, and drive Them into the oppofire 
Party ; for of what Value h thebeil Conilituiion in the 
Worki to Thofc, who arc cnt off from the Bcnefiri^ of 
it, and reduced to a State ofS/dz'rry in tifre^ Country ? 
Who cm wonder if fuch Men 0:ouH he provoked to 
join with the Difaffcdled, and lay hold of all Opportu- 
nities to recover their antient, juft and natuial Liber- 
tics ? 

The trading Part of Great Britain is rol: onlv a very 
large and opulent, but likewife the mcfl valuable Part 
of it. To their Labour and Induftry it 13 owing that 
this Nation is raifed from a wild, uncultivated Defart, 
to its prefcnt Height of Riches, Grandeur and Strength. 
The Wifdom of our Anceftors hath therefore been al- 
ways employed in the Encouragement of Trade ; and 
whenever the Neceflities of the State hath required the 
Impofition of any Burthen on it, by Way of Subfidv^ 
the Legiflature hath taken Gire that the Trader fhould 
be prote^ed, at the fame Time, in hisPerfon and Pro- 
perty againft the Oppreffions of Thofe, who were em- 
ploy'd in collecting thofe Subfidics. 

1 am ready to agree with the Author of a Letter to 
a Freeholder^ that thofe Taxesy which fublich NeceJ/tty 
hath laid upon the Importation of Commodities, have 
been a very grievous Burthen on the Britifh Comjnerce ; 
and therefore it is a Duty incumbent on Miniflcrs to 
cafe that Burthen by all poflible Methods o{ Frugality 
and goodOEconomy ; but if our preient Circuinilances 
will not admit of any ReduSiicn of Taxes, ( which is 
the only cffedlual Relief) and the fole Difpute fliould 
be concerning fome Alterations in the Manner of col- 
leSiing them, a wife People will always chufc the leafl 
of two Evilsy and defire to continue under that Kind 
cf Taxation, which is mod agreeable to the Nature of 
Trade, and the fundamental Principles of their Conftitu* 

don. 
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This leads me to the Examination of a Point, which 
I defign to make the Subjedl of this Paper, by explain- 
ing the Nature o^Excifes, and fhevving how they differ 
from other T^xes, 

I am forry to obferve that this Point fliould want 
any Explanation ; but fo it is, that few Perfons except 
'JThofe, who are concernM in Trade and Merchandize, 
or have had the Honour to reprefent their Country in 
Parliament, or to ferve the Government in fome pub- 
lick Pod, feem to' be fully apprized of the Difference 
between thcfe Taxes ; and the Letter-Writer before- 
mention'd hath the Difmgenuity, amongft all his gene- 
ral Arguments for Excifcs, to take no Notice of the 
moft -material Objeftion againft them; I mean the 
Laws cfExcife. 

It is therefore neceffary, in the iirll Place, to flatc 
this Affair in a true Light. 

Now, in all Difputes between the Crown and the 
Subje^, in Cafes relating to the CuJIoms, the Merits of 
the Caufe are left to the Decifion of Law, according to 
antient Ufage, in the ordinary Courts of Jullice ; but 
the Converfion o^ thofe Sublidies into Excijes puts the 
Trader under a new Set of Laws, formerly unknown 
to our Conftitution, and I hope 1 may fay without Of- 
fence, not altogether agreeable to it ; for the Powers 
given to the CommiJJi oners of Excije in fome Meafure 
disfranchife every freehrn Englijhman, as far as He is 
a Dealer in excifeable Commodities, 

One of the mod eflcntial Parts of our Conflitution, 
as well as the ftrongeft Bulwark of it, is That oV Trials 
by Juries ; a Privilege, which the Englijh Nation hath 
afferted and preiervcd for feveral Ages, with Oceans of 
Blood and an immenfe Profufion of Treallire. It is 
This, which fcreens the Small from the Oppreffion of 
the Great \ the Subje^ from the unjuft Refentment of 
the Prince, or the Violence of his Minifters ; and there- 
fore all Attempts to fupprefs this Privilege affedt our 
Qonjiitution in one of the tendereil Parts of it, and may 

be 
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be made ufe of, by bad Minijlersy lo the Introdudlion 
of arbitrary Government. 

Our Engtiflj Parliatncnts have always been (o zea- 
lous in ihcir Endeavours for preferving \\ih great Jewel 
of Liberty^ and tranfmitting it to latcft Generations, that 
It hath been cflabli(h*d and confirm'd by the legiflative 
Power near threefcorc Timer, fince the f^orman Con- 
qirclh It is, indeed, tlie moft efllntiil Privilege of 
Magna Chart a itfclf, which is the Foundation of our 
Liberties, and fo deeply engraven in the Hearts of the 
People. 

Give me Leave to repeat, that this great and funda- 
mental Privilege is prefervei to the Suljcdb in all our 
Laws relating to the Cujloms^ or Duties en Importation ; 
but turning the Cfiftorm into Excifcs on Home-ConJ'uf?:p^ 
tion, acccording to the Letter-zcriter'^t, Scheme, is put- 
ting the Trader under a Set of Oficers, who have 
Power to interpret and execute the Laws in a Ju;n- 
mary Manner ; for here the Subjeft h condemned with- 
out Yr/^/ by Juries^ in the ulbal Manner, and left 
without any dernier Refort of Ju/iiee, unless it be to 
the CfjinmiJJioners of Appeal, which is a Kind o{ fine- 
eure, depe?:dent Coinmijfion^ under which the Subjcdl is 
try'd by his adverfe Party ; the CctnmiJJtoners and 
their inferior Officers being Profccutors, Evidence, 
Judges and Executioners. — Perlbns invcficd wiih fuch 
a Power, and under luch Circum fiancee, will leldoni 
or never lofe a Caufe. 

In all other Cafes, whether they relate to prii'ate 
Property, or lye between the Crown and the Subje^^ 
the Caufe is not Mi to the Determination of i\\c J uiiges^ 
tho' their -f* Commiifion is not fo precarious as Ihat of 

+ In former Reigns, the Judges held their Places 
cnJy during the King's Pleafure ; but This was found to be 
attended with fo many bad Confequences, that it is pro* 
vided by the A£t of Settlement, that They Jhall hold 
them, duiing good Behaviour, 

' the 



the Excife, They are under an Oath to do impartial 
Jufticc according to Liw. They muft likewife hare 
the Concurrence of the Verdift of twelve indifferent 
Men in the Neigbbourboodj who are fuppofed to be ac- 
quainted with the PartieSy and are fworn to try the 
Caufe between Them, according to the Evidence given 
in Court. They are not obliged to follow the Di- 
redion, or Charge of the Judge^ unlefe it happens to 
agree with their own Sentiments and Confciences. 
Nay farther, by a late Aft for regulating Juries, thefe 
twelve Men muft be chofen hy Ballot in open Court 
from no lefs a Number than Seventy, to be returned 
by the Sheriff; unlefs either Party demand a Special 
Jury, oi which I have taken Notice in a former 
Paper. 

Let us now confider the Cafe of the poor Trader. 
He is left to the final Determination of the Commif" 
Ji oners ofE^cife ; who are not his Equals, or Neigb- 
hours, and therefore cannot be fuppofed to be ac- 
quainted with his Per/on and Charailer. Thev arc 
nominated by the Crown, and depend upon its Pleafuie 
for the Contmuance of their Places. TJiey are under a 
ibicl Injundlion to take Care of the Revenue, and not 
ty'd down to the Rules of WeJlminfter-HalL So that 
when any Controverfy comes before Them, We can- 
not be furprized if They aft many Times ajs if They 
thought it their Duty to be fevcre, becaufe the more 
Fines They lay upon the Subjeft, the more Money 
They bring into the King's Coffers ; nor that bad Men 
may be tempted to make this the Tenure^ by which 
They hold their Places. 

But This is not the only Objeftion againft Exeife 
Laws, with Regard to Trade, though I think it ib 
material, that it ought fmgly to weigh down all the 
Arguments, which have yet been advanced in Favour 
of them. 

However, let us view this Affair in another Light, . 
- Vol. X. B In 
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In Duties upon Import ation^ a Man hath full Power 
over his Goods, as foon as He clears them of the 
Cuflom-houfe and gets them liome. He may di^po'e of 
them as He pleafcs, without any Body's Leave, and is 
not fuhjcift to the capricious Humour of every litt/e 
Officer, who ,may take it into his Head, or perhaps 
think it meritorious, to give Him as much Difturhancc 
as poffible in tht Execution of his Duty. The Trader, 
in this Cafe, is not I'aHe to have his bhop, or Warc- 
houfes ranfack'd, without Informatron uf on Oath that 
ibme contraband Goods are concqai'd in them ; npy, 
even then a Warrant muft be granted by a civil Magi- 
JfrtJtCy and executed in Prefence of a Peace-Officer, in 
Day-Time only, according to the uiual and antlcnt 
Forms of Law. 

On the other Hand, by the Latvs ofExcife, no Man 
is at Liberty to remove his Goods from the Place, 
where they were f rfl depofited, without Leave from 
an Officer for fo doing, to the great Interruption of his 
other Bufinefs, and often to thePiejudicc of his parti- 
cular Dealings and Contrails. 

As the Imfrijonment of the Body is next to the Lof^ of. 
Life, fo the Confinement ff Property is rcxt to taking it 
/iway ; yet thus it is with exrifeMe Goods. They arc 
(hut up in Shops and Warehoules under fevere Keepers, 
appointed by the Crcxn, and cannot be moved from 
thence, or difpofcd of in a fair Way of Trade, (though 
the Duties have been paid) v'ithout a Permit, or 
Habeas Corpus ; being taken like Tckns and condemned, 
if they are found without it. Ibis is fuch an Inflance 
of Severity, and fuch a Reftralnt upon Trade, as is 
hardly to be paralleled in any free Country. 

hduftry hath its Foundation on Liberty ; and thofe 
Men, who either are a^lually SLrjes. or have Rcafon to 
believe their Freedom precaiiou.% will never fuccced in 
Trade, which thrive? and flourifhe? moft in Climate? of 
Liberty and Eafe. Thefc k^t'p the prefent Inhabitant* 
at-home, and invite othcfs to fettle amongft Them, 

• more 
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more than the Pleafantnefs of Situation, or the whols- 
fome Temperature of Air. JThere are many Inflances 
of fruitful and delightful Countries, . which have been 
impoverifh'd and almoil depopulated, in Spight of 
Nature, by Severities in Government. To This it is 
owing that Tra^/e hath ^bcen loH to o;ie Nation and ob- 
tained by another. We Britons have particularly ex- 
perienced This, in former Age^?, to our infinite Advan- 
tage ; and 1 hope- We fhall never ad fo v\^eak>« Part as 
to adopt thofe Methods of Government, which have 
deftroy'd Trade in vther Countries, or to withdraw 
thofe Privileges and Encouragements, which have 
carry M it to fo great an Height in our oivn. 

It ought likewile to be particularly confider'd, at 
this Time, that all the Nations m Europe are turning 
their Thoughts to I'raffick, and even in thole. Countries, 
where the Government is abfolute in other Refpofls, 
They make it their Study to cafe the Merchants, and 
encourage both Natives and Foreigners to fettle Com- 
merce with Them. 

Shall. We, . on the other Hand, encourage their jit- 
tempts, by laying all the Burthens and Rellraints We 
can invent on our ozan Trade ? — Is Thb a Time for us 
to clog it with new Difficulties, or to put the Britijb 
Merchants under any farther Uneafineffes, after all die 
Embarrafsments, Interruptions and Depredations, whith 
They have already fufFer*d with fo much Patience, for 
feveral Years pall? — Will not This look as if We in- 
tended to provoke Them, by all poffible ^lethods, to 
withdiaw from us, and fettle in thole Countries, whcce 
They can carry on their Traffick with more Free«iom i 
or compel Them to lay it afide at home, in order to 
live njore at Eafe, and enjoy the Liberties of their 
Country, in common with the reft of their Fellovr- 
Subjcfls ? — How prejudicial muil This be to a trading 
Nation f —Will it not take off the ableft Hands from 
thelntereft of Trade, and oblige Them to turn their 
Money into other Channels ?——. Is it not etergatly 

B- z true 
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true that the greater the Stoct, and the more PcMibi 
«re einploy'd in Ctmmtrii, the more ejttenfive and he- 
neficial it will be in any Country f — This is certainly 

Ihe only true Method of increafine the nationa] Stock; 
and this Stock, as I obferved teftre, is the FouodatioH 
of our national Strength and Grandeur. 

Several other Realbns might be urged (gainft thit 
Scheme ofSxeifcs j but as they are of a more particular 
iNaiurc, 1 chufc to rcferve them for another Place, 
vjhen I come to confider the Leiter-tvrittr'i Objedi- 
OT!S to Duties en Imporlathit, and his Arguments in Fa- 
vour of Exci/es. At prefent, I confine myfelf to gen*, 
ral Tcpicks, and hope I have fufficienily wpUin'd tb« 
mifchicvous Effefls of Excift Lews, [if tney fhould 
become genfr/i!) wiilf Regard to Tiede, and the wholft 
_ Body of Brit:p Merchents. C. D. 
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^e Nalore of Exciles tmfidtr'd, with R^trd tt 
NATIONAL Liberty, 

>E have already CTamined the Cafr of 
T Exeijti, according to the Lrtur-wriier's 
» ScJieme, with Retpeft to the Interelt ^ 
I Trndt % and if We carry our Enquiries a 
! little farther. We Ihall find theni equally 
repugnant to the Principles of pepalar 
tiierty, as well as equally dangerous to the Cooftitu- 
lion of a free CDantiy. 

This Pdmt is likeivife expUin'd in oar hft Paper* 

is far Bs it concerns the trading Part of the Nation i 

4vhieh H fb Very confiderable a wdy of Men, in every 

Refpcfl, 




Refpeft, that if thdr Intcrefts only were concern^ m 
Mi Scbi^me, there would be no Occafion for any other 
Arguments agamd it. 

It hath been often objcfted againft the A61, /or pu' 
ntjbing Mutiny and Defertion^ in Times of Peace, that 
it is of dangerous Confequcnce to put one Fart of the 
Nation under different Laws from the reft, andf that 
Men, who are thus in a Manner cut off" from the com- 
mon Benefits of the Conllitution, will have but litde 
Regard for it, and may be tempted to reduce their 
Fellow-Subje6ls to the fame Condition with Them- 
felycs. 

I apprehend that this Obje£^ion will hold much 
ftronger agimft Excife Latos, which are indeed very 
much like martial Lawsy both in their Nature and 
Execution ; with this Difference, that whereas martial 
Laws are continued only from Year to Year, Excife 
.Lazps are commonly made perpetual, or at Icaft for a 
long Terin of Years. Befides, it will be allowed, I 
fuppoie, that as Trade is more beneficial to the King- 
dom than a ftanding Jrmjy (o the Britijb Merchants 
will always be more popular than military People^ and 
find more Adherents, when their Intereils are cflcntially 
concerned. They are the Heart-blood of the Boly-poli- 
..tick, which circulates thro' every Part of it ; and 
whatever Hardfhips are laid upon Them will diffufe 
themfelvcs in the fiime Manner through the whole 
Mafs of the People. 

I have faid thus much to explain my former Obfer- 
-vation, that the Fate of the whole Kingdom depends, 
in a great Meafure, on the Welfare of the Britilb 
Mirchar.ts, 

Let us however confider Excife s in a general View, 
as I promifed at the B. .inning of this Paper, and with- 
out any Regard to mercantile Perfons. 

The Later-writer tells us, in Behalf of his Scheme^ 
that our Liber tie ^ can be in no Danger from fuch Excifes, 
I wilh He iiad thought fit to explain Himlblf a little 

B 3 farther. 




farther, and let us know what He means by th^ 1^ 
Liber t^^ b^caufe it is an equivocal Term, and (otneJ 
fbns fccm refolved to mike us accept of it in the kw 
Senfe. As the Letter-writer is an Advocate for t) 
honourable Gentlemen, He may perhaps mesm that 
are in no Danger- of being Jhut up in Dungecns, 
tbnir^d to Oars, but fhall be left at full Liberty to /j?; 
or ftarve where We fleafe. This, I fay, may be 
Meaning ; for He may argue, with his ufual AcBten^^^ 
that our Liberties cann$t be /aid to be taken away, 
'iobilft our Bodies are free ; and I mull do Him tne 
Juflice to acknowledge that this Kind oi corporal Liberty 
may not be in any immediate Danger from this Proje^. 
But He muft give me Leave, at the fame Time, tb 
bbfcrve that This is not the Senfe, in which I always 
tmderftood the Liberties of Great Britain ; lor as Po- 
verty and Slavery are commonly and very juftly join*d 
together, fb I can never think, or fpeak ot Liberty, with- 
out annexing fome Ideas ofEafe^ Plenty y and Projperity 
to it. Why do We always chule to call ourfelves a 
free and a ftourijbing People ? Is it not becaufc We ap- 
prehend them to be neceffary Confequences of each 
other ? They are, indeed, convertible Terms ; and as 
no People can be truly laid to be in a flourijhing State^ 
when They are not free^ fb They cannot long continue 
to be free, when They ceafe to flourip. 

If tnis Reafoning is juft, it will follow that a fret 
People ought to be loaded with as few Taxes as pofS- 
ble, and Thofe to be levy'd in a Manner agreeable to 
their Conftitution ; nay, that They will lofe all the 
Advantages and even the Denomination of freemen y 
when either the Weight of Taxes themfelves, or the 
"Manner of coUcftmg them, reduces Them to Beggary 
and Dependence, which are pi^perly the Circumltancea 
;ind Charaderifticks of Slaves, 

When I mention Poverty as a Mark, or Badge ofSla^ 
ivery, I am not inler\fiblc that antient Hiftory fiirnifhcj 
tis with fevenl Inilanccs of great States^ which not on- 

1/ 
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)y floutifh'd under a general Pdverty, but even owed 
the Prefervation of their Liberty to' it. Of this Soft ' 
was the femous R^ublick of Rome, and fcveral Stated 
oiGnece, But let it be temember!d that This w«* 
owing to the Pblicy of their Government, which made 
"Pwerty and Contentpt of Riehs the moil fhining Iri- 
flances of hemic Virtue. Nor was this Principle calcu-* 
^ared only for the meaner Sort of People ;. but every 
Man, as the Abbot de Vertot obferves of the Romans^ 
thought Himfelffufficiently wealthy in the Riches of the 
iState, and /^^"Generals, as well as the common Sol- 
diers, received their Subfiftance only from their own 
little Patrimony, which They cultivated with their own 
Hands » Such a State of Equality as This made Poverty 
honourable, inftead of fcandalous, and railed an Emu- 
lation amongft all Ranks of People to ferve the Publick, 
without smy View to private Advantage. This glo- 
rious Prittciple was c?arry'd to fo. great an Height ih 
thofe Ages, that it was common to fee Men lay down 
the Cwnmand of victorious Armies, the Truft of the 
publick T^eafure, and other high Offices of the State as 
poor, or poorer than They went into them, and return 
to i\itP lough, from whence They were calPd to tht 
Service of their Country. Befides, the Poverty of thofe 
antieat Heroes was made eafy io Them by the falhiona- 
ble atod prevailing Habits of Temperance and Frugality. 
It did not coniift in the Want of the common Necejfarier 
'and Conveniences ofLife,\iYt the Poverty We are fpeak- 
ing of, but ohly in an Abftinence from all Superfuitits 
land Extravagance ; for as foon as Luxury and Ambition 
had made Them really necejjttous, and their Neceffi ties 
corrupt. They loon became a Prey to the Invaders of 
their L/^^r/f>j.—— But it is ridiculous to compare - 
thofe Times to thQprefent, or their Governments to ours, 
vvhofe Conftitution and Maxims of Policy are fo very 
different. I mention it only to obviate fuch an Ob- 
jeftion, and fiiall now return to the Subjcdl of this Pa- 
per, without any farther Digrcflion. 
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As the Riches and Strength of this Nation are unde- 
niably owing to our Commerce ^ fo ic is equally certiiiA 
that our Commerce is lupported by the Picxluce of our 
Lands^ both at home and abroad, which turn the Bal- 
Jance oi Trade in our Favour. Whenever therefore the 
Price of our Commttdittes and MtinufaQures is ib fiu* ad- 
vanced by high Duties and Incumbrances upon them, 
that other Nations can afford to underfell us, and drive 
our Merchants out of foreign Markets ; the Confequence 
muft be, that our Riches and Power will fink away 
with our Trade ; a general Scene o( Poverty will ipread 
itfelf by Degrees amongft all Ranks of People ; ai^d I 
am afraid it will appear that our Liberties will dedine 
in Proportion. 

I find myfclf running back again to the Subjeft o ' 
Trade; and, indeed, the Liberties of the whole Nation 
are fo clofely connected and interwoven with it, that it 
is impoflible to divide them iniirely from each other. 

But whatever may be thought of Commerce, or the 
Mercba;;is, there is one Point in the Scheme ofExcifes^ 
which affccls us all, as Englijhmen and Freemen, in the 
moil fenfible Manner, however feparaie from, or un- 
concem'd in Trade ; I mean the Number of Officers, 
which muft be quartered upon us far that Purpofe. 

It is agreed on all Hands that the Happinds of this 
Nation confifts in being govcm'd by Laws of our 9zon 
making ; That is, by our Deputies and Reprcfentatives. 
This is the fundamental Principle of our Conftitution, 
on which our Liberties and Properties depend. What- 
ever therefore tends, in any Degree, to the Infringe- 
ment of the Privileges and Independency of that Affem- 
hl-j^ is fufficicnt to give us a rcafonable Jealoufy, and 
ought to be oppofcd with the utmoft Vi^-oar. 

The great Burthen of our national Debts, and the 
Multiplicity oi Officers, occafion'd by them, befides a 
r.uTrxrous J aiding Army^ have already given the Crotcn 
a prodigious Addition of Power, unknown to our Fore 
fathers. The prefent Number of tbc/e Officers, ciz^i 

and 
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and mi/iiary, is fb very large, that it is impoffible to 
make an)r juft Computation of them. Moft of thefe 
Gentlemen are abfolutely dependent on the Crozofi, 
which hath the fole Power of putting Them in and 
turning Them out of their Employments. Many of 
Them are Perfons of fuch diftinguifh'd Figure, Fortune 
and Intereft in their refpedive Counties, that They are 
either chofen Members of Parliament themfehesy or have 
a very great Influence in the Election of other i. The 
fubaltem Part of Them have likewife a proportionable 
Interefl,.which They are obliged to make Ufe of, what- 
ever may be their natural Principles, according to the 
Diredlion of their Superiors. 

Perhaps, it may not be proper, or fafe, to explain 
this Point any fartner, with Regard to the Officers al- 
ready ejlabltfif^d ; but I hope every EngFiJhman is at 
Liberty to offer his Sentiments againfl the Increafe if 
fkem, efpecially Thofe (£the Exfife, 

The Letter-writer told us, at the Beginning of laft 
Suttimer, that the Liberties of the People will not Ar 
affeBedby fix hundred Salt-Officers ; to which it was 
anf\Veir'd at that Time, and may be repeated now, 
that the Liberties of fuch a Nation as This cannot ^ in-' 
deed^ be oVgr-run by fix hundred Salt-Officers anly ; bat 
then it was a^k'd, whether Jiich a Number, added to 
the ifaft Multitude before fuhfifting, was of no Weight 
in the Scale ; or why the Claufe, to rcftrain Them from 
voting in Eledlions-, was teje^ed P Jnd whether this 
Method ofReafoning would not jujiify the Addition of 
fix hundred more, e'c^ery Tear, till at lafi They fwarm 
like Locufts o%'er the Land, and render a military Army 
unnecejfary to execute any Purpofes ? 

The Letter-writer likewife told us, in the PafTagcs 
formerly- cited, that there is not an^lncx^t. of Offi- 
cers propofed, that may endanger the Liberties of the 
People. 

This is a very ambiguous Form of Exprcflion, and 
it is difficult to determine whether He means that there 

is 
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is no hicreafe of Officers propo/ed at all ; orno ivcn 
Incp.ease /:s may endanger the Liberties of the People. 
If He means die latter^ as I am inclined to think He 
tiocs, the iame Qucllions will recur, that were ask'd 
concerning the fix hundred S nit -Officers ; and He 
would do well to inform us how far thrfe new Lez*ies 
are to be carry 'd on ; what is the CoynpHment propo ed ; 
or v.hetlier Wc miiit notcxpcdl to fee any Stop put to 
them till all our ^axes and Duties are converted into 
Exclfes. X^'e might likewise a^L- very r'ro;3crly, in this 
jM:ice, w lictlier fuch a gradual Prog u:friOti from Year to 
Ycnr, hath no Tendency to /tGeneral Excise ? — 
lii.t of 1 hit We defign to Ipcak more fully in another ' 
Place. 

li the Letter-writer means that thefe additional Ex-- 
cifes will not make any Increafe of Officers nccellaiy. We 
ought to look upon it only as a Sugar-? lumlf to make 
us fwallow clow^ fo bitter a Potion ; for I am \tTy well 
alTured, by Pcrlbns converfant in th^fe Affairs, that it is 
impofiible for the prefent Officers, numerous as They 
are, to execute it in iych a Manner as to anfwer the 
Ends propoled by it. Nay, fhculd the honourable Gen^ 
tleman, who is faid to defign us this Favour, undertake 
to exTecute it at firft without any additional Officer Sy He 
will foon find it impradlicable ; and when the Scheme 
itielf is once eftablilh'd, an Increafe of Officers will be 
eafily obtain'd, if it is found neceflary. 

I can think of but two ObjcStionSy that can poilibly 
be made againll the Arguments advanced in this- Paper, 
concerning the Danger of Excifes to our national A/- 
hrties. 

In xhfffirft Place, it may be objefled that the Officcn 
in the 'Receipt of the Revenue are already prohibited by 
feveralAdls of Parliament from i?iter meddling in EleSH^ 
ons y and therefore all our Apprehcnfions, on that Ac- 
count, are vain and groundlefe. 

To whicfh I reply, that They are not prohibited by 
thofc Laws from voting Themfelves, but only from tam- 
pering 
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pering with and influencing others, Befides, it is no- 
torious from Experience that all the A6ls of Parliaments 
i.n-the World, with all the Penalties anricx'd to them^ 
have never and will never be able to fupprcfs this un- 
tvarrantable Frahice. I could mention fome late Agents 
for EleBions^ whofe whole Intereft depended on their 
Power of recommending Peribns to Offices in the Re- 
venue. But This is needlels.at pre-ent; for even the 
Lctter-wr'itcr hirnfelf {if I do rot millake his Meaning) 
feems to acknowledge the Influence of thcfe Gcntlcmer:, 
when He tells us that there u m Increnfe of Officers 
propofed, that may endanger the Liberties of the People. 
Nay, Twill go Hill farther, and even fuppoic that > all 
Pcr;bvis concerned in the ColieBion of the Rez>enue will 
£ri<flly conform Themfelves to the Letter of the Latcf; 
and refrain from inter r/ieddling in E legions, by Word^ st 
Writings or Mejfage ; yet, even in that Ca^e, They will 
have an Influence by Virtue of their Employments ; and 
many People under their Power (Tuch as Alehoufe- 
keepers and little Retailers of excifeable Commodities ^ 
will be induced to vote agreeably to their known Incli- . 
nations, for fear of being harrafs'd and molefled by 
Them, on ibme future Occafion. 
• Amthcr OhjeBion^ which nKiy poffibly be made to 
our Arguments, is that if Cuftom-houfe Officers will ven- 
ture to break through the Laws, They will have as 
much Influence over EleSliens as Excife Officers^ and 
therefore our Liberties can be in no more Danger from 
ane than the other ; but this Objedtion is pardy anfwer'd 
already by what We have faid in our lali: Paper, conr 
cerning the Laws of Excife^ which make a very mate- 
rial Difierence in the Caie. Bcfidcs, We are ready to 
allow that Cuflom-honfe Officers have had too much In- 
fluence in feveral Counties, particularly in CornTval; 
but their Power is chiefly confmed to Sea-Port ^cvjnsy 
and Boroughs along the Sca-Coaf ; v/hereas a general 
Converfion of Cufioms into Excife s will {prcad 'I hem 
through ail the inland Parts of the Kingdom ; ar^d if 

That 
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That fhoulJ ever come to be the Cafe, I lesve every kn- • 
Danger. D. 
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jh Enquiry -Rio ihr Origin / Excises, fl»f^ tbi lit. 
tbsifi, liy mi'itb tbiy aiere jirft introduced and efia- 
blijb'ditt ibii Kingdom. 

'N fonner Times the Kings of Sngland, 
* like other Getbiei PrinccE, fupported 
j Tlicmfelves by tlieir Demefnes, or thofe 
I Eftaces, which were allotted to Them 
' upon the Partition of conquci'd Lands } 
butj in Proceft of Time, thofe Rcve> 
nues bring alienated from the Cream, and granted a— 
way to Mini/lers and. Faveuritti, our King ^ were (^li- 
gcd to ask ^/a'j and Sui^ditf from their People. It 
hath been Matter of Difpute whether the antient, or 
modem Way of providing for the Crews, it moft ■• 
. grecalik to the Eafe and D^ninr of the Pritue, as Well 
as the Liberties of the People. Thofe, who have v/rit- 
tcn iti Fivour of an hereditary Land-Revenue, give 
for their Reafons tlut it is more honourable for the 
King to fubfilt upon an Eftate, which He can call bii 
twn, than upon the Labour, Manufjfturcs and TiAje 
of his Siiije^s 1 and that what He received bv tbe/i 
7enurei came eliearfiilly from the People, Decaale 
Tliey had good Bargains from the Ciown. On the 
other Hand, it is alledged that the perjinu/ Service, bjr 
which the People lield their Ellate?, was very ocpref 
five, and kept '1 hem in a Stale of Servitude and D<^ien- 
dcncy on the Ciowni that ^^^ i^ngi, whohadlbch 
large 
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large Revenues of their own, might be tempted ta. 
make Them lei ves abfolute, as feveral had endeavoured 
to do; and that the Liberties of the Feaple are more 
fecure, whilft the Frime is obliged to rely on ^et?k 
for his Maintenance and Support. Thefe Arguments^ 
no doubt, would be allowM to carry a great deal of 
Weight, if We could always be fure of having a wtje^ 
honeft and uncorrupt Parliament ; but as this Diipute 
is not of any immediate Coniequence to the prefent 
Enquiry, I mention it only by Way of Introdudlipn 
to this Eflay. 

I A good Writer upon Trade obferves very juftJy, 
*' that thofe Loads upon Induftry^ high Cufloms, and 
" what we call Excifes were on Foot in the Romart 
'* Empire, ani amonoft the E aft em Kings, but no6 
" thought of in theie Go thick Settlements. It is true, 
fays Hey from the Time Kings have defired greater 
Armies than their Crown-Revenues would maintain, 
^^ fuch Impofitions hivthtQw revived in this Part of 
** Europe.-" — —•He proceeds thus, 

" Thefe Kind of Taxes, from which this Side of 
** the World had been exempt for feveral Ages, were 
" renew'd by ambitious Princes, who had great 
" Thou?!,hts and a fmall Territory ; of which Kind 
** were Ferdinand and Alphonfo of Jrragon, Kings of 
" Naples, and Lodowick Sforza, Duke of Milan i who 
** harrais'd their Countries with //^//ir Sorts of Dutier 
to fuch a Degree, that at laft it produced an uni- 
verial Defcdlion-ofthsir People. By thefe Ways and* 
Means of raifing Money, Lodomck Sforza had 
« heap'd up fuch a Mafs of Wealthy that not 
" eight Years before Milan was taken, He Ihew'd fe^ 
vera! foreign Minifters, I * Way of Often tation, (bo- 
lides Jewels and other Sorts of Riches, in no fmall 
Quantities) to the Value of one Million^ fve bun- ' 
dred tboujand Ducats \ avail Sum for thofe Times. 
The Kings of Naples had likewife fcraped up a 
*< great Treafurc, by the like Methods ^ but what did 
Vol. X. C ' ** all 
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** all This end in ? Thcfe Exactions had Co provoked 
** the People, that neither the Innocence and Virtue 
** of Ferdinand^ Alphonfd*s Son, nor the dark WiidoHv 
*• and Subtleties of LodotvUk could ai'ail Them in 
•* Time of Danger; infomuch that They both loli 
** their Dominions to the French y without hardly ftrik- 
■** ing a Blow. The Neceffities, introduced by the long 
■** Wars in Italy ^ brought thefe Sorts of Taxss more, in 
"•* Vogue, and They were chiefly made Ufe of by the 
** little Frincis there, who ercdled to Themrdves Ty- 
'** tannics in fcveral Cities. Not long after, this Way 
*** of raijing Money got Footing in Spain, and the Tax 
"** was called the Akabala ; by which tlie King was 
•* to have the tenth Part of all, tliat was fold, or cx- 
^* changed. It was firll laid towards defraying the 
*' Expenccs of the Wars o{ Granada again ft the Moors^ 
'* and continued for fome Time, though the War way 
'** ended ; but by the Authority of that great Minifter^ 
*** Cardinal Ximcres, it was abolifh'd. They had like- 
■*' wife Taxes upon the Conjumption, long ago, in 
** France J as in the Reign of Chilperie ; which the 
** People thought lb burthenfome, that many deferted 
** their Country upon that Account, and We hear 
••* not of them again in their Hiftorics, till fome Ages 
^* after. 

** And as to Excifes^ Gabels, and high Duties upon 
*' Trade, they were unknown amongft the Founders of 
•*' the Englijh Government, or of the Kingdoms round 
** about us. 

The fame Gentleman obferves, in another Phcc, 
** that France was once upon a right Foot, in Relation 
«* to its Liberties, but that llicy, who pcnife their 
** Hiftorics with Care, \\\i f.rd thtit arbitrary Potcrr 
-** did not fo much bring in high Taxes, as that high- 
" Taxes introduced arbitrary Power-, for when that 
•** golden Idol of an immenfe Revenue was let up, all 
•*« the Nation bow'd to it. 

I have 
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I have quoted thefe PafTages from a very good Judge 
of Trade, to let my Readers fee his Opinion upon this 
Subject. It is true, indeed, that He mentions Cujlomt 
and Excifes together, without making any Diftinftion 
between them, iDccaufe his Defign was to fhew the 
mifchievous Confequences of both to the Intereft of 
Trade ; but as the prefenf Difpute lies betvvfeen thejr 
two Kinds of Taxing, and I have undertaken to prove 
the Preference of one to the other^ it is neceffary ta 
explain this Point a little forther. 

The Tributes, Aidsy or Sub/idies, which our Ance- 
Hors granted to the King, for the current Service of 
the Government, upon the Alienation oi Crown Lands ^. 
€onliiled in certain Duties on the Importation, or Ex- 
portation of Goods and Merchandize ; which in Length 
of Time obtain'd the Denomination of Cuftoms, be- 
caufe thofe Duties had been ufually^ or cuft^maritj 
paid ; but Excifes are Inventions of fo modem a Date, 
that the very Nfame is not to be found in our Lazo^ 
Books till about the Middle of the laft Century. 

The firft Attempt to introduce thefe Taxes into 
England was in the Year 1 626» by Way of Commif 
fion under the great Sealy but the Parliament remon- 
ftratcd againft it as illegal, becaufe without the Confent 
9f the People, and feveral of the Members, in their 
Speeches, inveigh'd againft that Manner of Taxation. 
The bell Account of that Afiair, which I have feen, 
is in a Book, intitled the Cafe of the Bankers, &c. writ- 
ten by Mr. Tumor, a 3arrilter of Gray's-hm from 
which I think it proper to give my Readers the fol- 
lowing Extrads. 

" A Commiffion of Excise, //yj He, was iflued 
to thirty-three Lords and others of the Privy Council, 
in which They are commanded to raife Money by 
Impofitions, or otherwife, as They in their Judg- 
ment fhall find to be moft convenient ; but becaule 
This was without the Confent of the People, it 
was adjudged by both Houfes contrary to Law, 

C 2 « and 
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** and the Lords derircd that this Commijion of ExciJ'e 
•• might be canceird, and fhortly after it was cjncclPd 
*' by the King^ and thereupon brought fo cincclj'd 
" into tiic lioufe of LcnU hv the Lord- Keeper, and 
** by the Lordf ib lent to the C:rf:mcjis. 

He add.% that " when Subiidic?, of a /?rw and ex^ 
** tra:ir^in.jry Nature, hive been herctoibre agitated in 
** Parliame-it, though iir \\\z ncccflnry J^cfencc (/ tj-g 
** Rcaln?, yet the Ccr:r.f.7:s ci that Age have an:v.ci*d 
" that 'J hey dai-fl not agree ilicrctn, till 'Ihcy "had 
cor.fcr/d wiih the C:A7.7.V.rriKl Toruigbs^ for \vhich 
'1 hey fcrved; 'U-buk Sir Ldward Coke a/jb jaitb is 
a Law and Cuflom of Parliament. Nay, when the 
•* Point debated haih been of Conecmmcnt to eng 
'* partieular Body cf Men in the Kingdom, as the Me r- 
** CHANTS, £?V. the Commons wculJ determine no- 
** thing- therein, till They had fitft conlulted the Me r- 
" cjiANTs thcmfelve?, how far the Matter might 
•* fland with their Profit and Convenience. 

Thus was the Aril Attempt to introduce Exeifcs in 
this Kingdom defeated by Parliament, out of Regard 
to Trade and a Tendcrneis lor the Britijb Merchants % 
but the next Eftbrt hid more Succefs, in the Times 
of G^x civil Wars, v/hen ih^ Paliarnenty having try*d 
all other Methods ofrainng Money to p.^y their Army, 
were obliged to make Uic o: an Excije ; yet though 
They pleaded alfolute Nccefftty^ in E^scuie for this Ex- 
pedient, and coniinued it only fiom Aloath to Month, 
the Execution of it raifed a Scdiiion in Lofidon, and 
nothing but a large ftanding Army could liave forced 
it down upon the People even at that Time, when 
They were generally dilafFc6led to the Court, and fided 
with the Parliametit againft it. 

1 beg Leave, in this Place, to quote a PafTage or 
two from HowcPs Letters^ which were written at 
that Time, and cont/iin forae very pertinent Obferva* 
tions on the fame Subjci^. 

In 
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In one of thefe Letters to a Friend at Sruffe/s, af- 
ter giving an Account of the gi^eat Confufions a* 
mongft us here. He goes on thus. " Who would eyer 
*' have thought that tlie Excise would have taken 
*^ Footing here ; a Word, I remember, in the laft Par- 
** liament favc one, fo odious, that when Sir Dudley 
" Carletojtf then Secretary of State, did but name it 
** in the Haufe of Commons, He was like to Have been 
** ient to the ^oteeri although He named it to no ill 
Senfe, but to ihew what Advantage and Happinefi 
the People of England had over other Nations; ha- 
ving neither the Gadeis o£ ItaJjy, the Ta//es,o[ France, 
** or the Excife of Holland upon Them ; yet, upon 
** This, he was fuddenly interrupted, and called ta 
** the J5/7r.— -7]&ij Letter toas dated Auguft the zd,- 
1644. 

In another Letter, fent to Amfterdam, He fays; 
'* They have mutinyM in diverfe Parts about the £^- 
^ cifei 2i Bird, that was firft hatch'd in Holland. Hert 
*• in London the Tumult came to that Height, that 
-** They burnt down to the Ground the Excife-Hou/h 
** in Smithfieldi and God grant, fays He, Uiat out 
** Excife here may not have the fame Fortune as Thofe 
in Holland, to become perpetual i or as the new Ga* 
hel of Orleans, which began in the Time of the 
League, and continueth to this Day, notwithftand- 
^* ing the Caufe ceafed about threefcore Years lince ; 
1* touching which a pleafant Tale is recorded of Henry 
** the great ^ who, fome Years after Peace was efta- 
** blifh'd throughout all the whole Body of France^,. 
" going to his own Town of Orleans, the Citizens pe* 
'* tition'd Him that the new Tax might be aboliflf d. 
*< The King ask'd, who impofed it upon Hjem f They 
** anfwer'd, Monfieur de la Chartre, during the Time 
** of the civil Wars of the League,, who was noW 
<* dead. The King reply*d, Monfieur de la Chartre 
^ leagiid you ; Jet Him then unleague you, for my Part» 
4t , Paled Sept. the zd, 164c* 

.C3 King 
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King Charles th^ Jirft ta'ces Notice of this extraor- 
dinary Step, in one of his Eechration*', and charges 
the Parliament with impofing infupportable Taxes and 
ODIOUS Excises upon their Fellow Subje^s, though 
Ke afterwards made Ufe of the fame Method himfelf. 
Thus was the whole Kingdom faddled with Excifcs 
by two different Authorities, at the fame Time; and 
my Lord Clarendon obferves upon it, that both Sides 
tnade ample Deelarations, with bitter Reproaches upon 
the Neccffityy that drew on this Impofition, that it 
•Jhould be continued no longer than to the End of the 
War, and then laid down and utter hi aboliJh'*d\ which 
few wife Men, fays He, believed would ever be. 

Excifes being thus introduced amongft us, during 
the civil War, We cannot be furprized to find the 
fame Method of Taxing continued and cflablifh'd after 
the Reftoration ; fmce it was natural for the Court-Party 
* to build upon fuch a Precedent, as all Parties are apt 
to do, and to argue that it would beunreafonable and 
highly difrefpeftful to refufe his Majefty the fame, or 
the like Dutij^s with Thofe, which had been laid upon 
the People, under an Ufurpation, by the pretended 
Aflertors of L/^^r/y ; efpecially fmce his Misfortunes 
and long Exile, with the particular Circuni fiances of 
thofe Times, had put Him under great Neccffities for 
Money. This,' I fay, was a plaufible Argument, and 
nobody can wonder that it prevailM in the firft Ho- 
ney-Moon of Joy, upon that great Turn of Afiairs ; 
but the Methods and Artifices, by which the Court ac- 
complifh'd their Scheme, deferve our farther Confide- 
ration. 

The Court of Wards had long been a'mofl terrible 
Grievance to the whole Nation, as it fiibjedled every 
Man's Eflate to the Power of the Crown, and made 
the landed Men of England little better than Tenants 
for Life. The Houfe of Commons had often endea- 
VOUr*d to get this Court abolifliM, and foon after the 
Reftoration renew'd their Inflances to that Purpofe j 

but 
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but firft of all it was neceflary to give the King an 
Equivalent for it, and after feveral Deliberations on 
that Subjeft, it was agreed to fettle ioo,odo/. per Ann, 
on the Crown, in i^ieu of the Court of Wards, Several 
Schemes were likewife offer'd for laifing^ this Money ; 
but at laft They refolved to lay it upon Landy and ap- 
pointed a Committee to fettle an e^ualRate upon every 
County towards it. 

It deferves a Remark, that this Sum of ricx>,ooo /. per 
Ann. was above as much again as the Crown gain'd 
by the Court of Wards i for though it was an intolera- 
ble Grievance to the Subject, yet as the Wardjhips 
were commonly granted away to Minifters and F/7- 
vouritesy the King got but little by them Himfelf, be- 
sides Ill-will. 

However, the Parliament did not ftick at the Price, 
but were refolved, as We Ihall fe6 immediately, to free 
Themfelves and their Country from the Dominion of 
fuch an arbitrary Court at any Expence. 

The Comrhittee having fettled a new RaHe^ reported 
it to the Houfe, in Purfuance of their Order, and it is 
enter'd in the Journali but in the mean Time, the 
King was advifed by his Minifters^ or fome little fel- 
Jijh ProjeitorSy who always fwarm about Courts;, to 
ask for a Grant of the Excife upon Beer ^nd Aky in- 
ftead of the Equivalent on Land. They reprefented to 
Him that the Exdje would bring in five or fix Times 
as much as the Commons propofed to give Him in the 
ctber Method; and, perhaps, fome Arts might be made 
ufe of to draw the Land-holders into this Scheme, by 
terrifying Them with the Profpcdl of a Land-TaXy 
which would be a perpetual Mortgage and Incum- 
brance on their Eftates. Be That as it will, the King 
was encouraged to attempt it, and boldly a'sk'd for the 
whole Excije at once; That is, for one Moiety of it to 
be fettled in Fee on the Crown, as a ^ccompence ibr 
aboliflnng the Court of Wards, and the other Moiety 
M Himfelf for Life, The firfl Part of this Scheme 

pafs'd 
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pafs'd very glibly, by bribing fomc of the Members 
and threatening others with a Diflblution. But at firft 
a Negative was put on the /aUer Part of it ; which 
enraged the Court to a great Degree, though the 
Molet% which They had already obtain'd, amounted 
to 300,cx)o/. inllead of icx>,<doo/. propofed by Par- 
liament. However, by renewing their Bribes and 
Menaces of a Dijfolutkn^ They carried their other Point 
likewife, and got the zabole Excife fettled on the King,- 
before the Sefiion ended. 

Thus was one Grievance entaird on us in the Room 
of another. Whether We gain'd any Thing by the 
Bargain, let the Publick determine ; but I will venture 
to give my Opinion that if the. Excife upon Beer and 
Ale fhould ever be made the Foundation of a general 
Exxifey ^sfome Perfins too vifibly defign it, the Con- 
tinuance of the Court of Wards would have been a 
more tolerable Evil; for 7hat chiefly afFefted the 
richer Sort of People; but a general Excije will not 
only be a gnawing Canker on our Lan/s, but likewife 
fuch a Burthen on our ManufaSlures and Navtgaticn^ 
as muft in Time dellroy our Trade^ and with it the 
Hiches, Power and Liberties of the whole Nation. 

The wife and honell Part of that Parliament were 
aware of This, and therefore oppofed the Excifiy as a 
Monftcr big with many fatal Evils ; but xhefervile and 
tn^cenary Herd were too numerous, and carried all 
before Them. 

The only remaining Comfort was, that one Moiety 
of this extraordinary Tax was to determine with the 
King^s Life ; and This was made an Argument againfl 
the Exclufion-Bill by the Court Patty, who endea- 
vour'd to extenuate the Dangers of a Popijh Succejfor 
on that Account. They urged that the Determination 
Qit fo large u Part of the Revenue, upon the King'i 
Death, would render his Brother incapable of forcing 
his Religion upon us ; and there would, no doubt, 
have been fome Force in the Argument, had a Moiety 
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'cf the Excife aftiially determined, when it ceafed by 

Law ; but when King James fucceeded to theThione, 

the Parliament was in fo good an Humour, (as Parlia- 

ttients generally are at the Beginning of a Reign) that 

They not only gave Him the whole Excife, which his 

Brcther enjoy'd, but lik-evvife an additional Duty upon 

Win-e, Tobacco and other Commodities. This, indeed> ' 

ceafcd for the prefcnt with the unfortunate Reign of ., 

■that Prince, when our La^vs and Liberties received a 

rew Confirmation, and many Grievances were re- 

drefsM by the Bill of Rights^ but the zvhole Excife 

•vpon Beer and Alg was continued to Y^AXi%William^ and 

anore than one Attempt was made, in his Reign, to 

extend it into a general Excife, und^r tiic old Pretence 

of Necefjity, to carry on the War, which was then 

breaking out againft France ; but this Delign was fb 

vigoroufly oppoied by many PeHbns, the moft zealoufly 

affefted to Liberty and the Revolution, that the Pro- 

jeSirs were obliged to lay it afide. Amongft thefe 

hone"ft Patriots w^ere the late excellent Lord Bommers, 

Mr. Hampden and Mr. Locke ; the two lall of whom 

have left their Teftimonies againft it in Print. M-r. 

Hampden^ s Treatife upon this Subjefl has been of great 

Ufe to me already, and I fhall have Occafion to take 

the fame Liberty with Mr. Locke in'fome following 

Papers. 

The fe^/eral Vouchers and Authorities, with which 
I thought ncceflary to corroborate this Difcoutfe on 
the Origin ofExctfes, hath already fwelPd it to fo 
great a Length, that I am obliged to conclude a little 
abruptly with a Ihort Recapitulatbn of the whole. 

It a'ppears from the preceding Dedudlion that this 
Kind of Taxing w^s unknown to the Founders of our 
Government, and difagreeable, at leaft, to the funda- 
mental Infliiutions of it ; that it came originally from 
the Eaflern Part of the World, where abfolute Mo- 
narchy prevails, and was firft introduced into Europe 
under the Roman Emperor s^ after the Commonwealth 

was 
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was mcircly dcltroy'd j that from Itali it wai ear-^ f^ 
into Spain, an-i From thence found its Wav into Trir^^^ 
during tlie Confjfions of the Leagafj that the JF/rf 
Fooling it got in Engl/iJid was likewifc in the Time 
of a dvi/ ff^/tr ; ihii the legil Ellablifhment of if, afiet 
the Rtftoratkn, « as procured by a Trick of the Court > 
tliat ihc farther Eiicnfion of it hath been conftantly 
oppofed by the Patrons of Librriy, even in Times of 
the greatefi KeerJJity, and therefore it is hoped that in 
Times of Peace', when there can be no extraordinary 
Oceafion for raifing Money, We (hall not be obliged 
to make U;^ of an Ejcpedient, which b lb repugnant 
to the Nature of a fret Gmiensmint, atid the Intereft 
of a trading Natimt. D,' 



N*'334.- Saturday, Novem.i^y 1731. 



Tie Nature 5/" -t General Excise mfider'd, in 
Vwai tn tbt pnEseNT Schgue. 

I Advxalts fir Zxcifes are ferfible- 
that the Word itfelf hath an odiou* 
I Sound and a very difagreeable Idea 
I annexed to it. This pats Them to the 
I Troubic of fomc Prevaricatbn. and 
iges Them to dilbwn the 'Name, 
whilft They are pleading for the Thing. It ia pleafaat 
enough to triiferve how They are forced to ihuffle and 
mumble the ThiJlIci, upon this Oceafion. Sometima 
Tiiey leprefent the Sibeme^ itfelf as a meer FiSim, » 
Cbimirra of our own Brains, and yet dare not give it 
up in direfl Terms. At other Times, They cotnplain 
of popular Prejudicii, and imbibed Opinion), whicK 
^<c Us an Advautage over 1'hem in the Argument. 
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Now, thefe very Complaints are tacit Confeflions, at 
Icaft, difucb ^iDeJign, and Tufiiciently juftify theAlarniv 
it hath given Us > for why fhould Ihey complain of 
tbefe Prejudicesy unlefs they ftood in the Way of fome 
Project in Agitations or, indeed, from whence can 
they ariie, but fiom the Experience of the People that 
Juch Taxes are grievous and burthenlbme to Them ? 
For this Reaion, the very Name of Excifes puts Them 
out of Humour, and reduces Them to the Neceffity of 
recurring to their old Expedient ; for in order to kvoid 
this popular Odlum^ Ihey afiedl to diffemble the 
Knowledge of any juch ProjeSi, tho* the whole Town 
xings with it, and a certain Gentleman, as I am in- 
&rni'd, hath even publickly avowed it. They do not, 
indeed, pretend to deny that there may h,e a Defign 
,of improving the publick Revenue, by making fsme Al^ 
Urations in th^ Method of co Hewing it ; but if We fhould 
ask Them in what theje Alterations are to confift, I be- 
lieve They would be Ibmewhat puzzled to give us any 
Anfwer to the Purpofe ; for I cannot apprehend how 
the Revenues can receive any conjiderable Improvement^ 
without laying fome additional Burthen on the People ; 
and I mull here beg Leave to repeat an Obfervation, 
which I made before, that the Manner of coUedling a 
Tax may prove more grievous to a free People than 
wen the Tax itfelf 

In order therefore to obviate all fuch ridiculous Eva-* 
fions, I will tell Them very plainly what I mean by 
Excifes ; That is, all Impojitioris on Home-Confumption, 
which are colle^cd by particular Officers under the 
Crown, andJubjcSi to the Laws of Excise. 

It is abfolucciy indifierent to Us^ whether y^fi' Im- 
pojitions are call'd Excife •, Inland Duties, or any other 
Name ; for an Inland Duty, under the Laws of Excife^ 
is the very lame Thing to all Intents and Purpolcs 
with an Excife, except in the Sound of it. 

I mention the Term, Inland Duty, becaufe the honou-^ 
rable Genlletnan was pleakd to make Ufe of it Himfelf, 

abou{ 



about eight Years ago, when the Cujioms on Tea, Coffee 
and Chocolate were converted ihto an Exdfe ; and it is 
very remarkable that in the ASi^ made for that Pur- 
po^e, the Word Excije is very cautioufly avoided, 
though the Powers ofExdJe are granted in as full and 
ample Manner as in any Exdfe Law whatlbever; all 
the Powers, Penalties and Forfeitures, contained in the 
A^ of the izth ^^AT/;/^ Charles lid, or a^y other. 
Laws now in Force, relating to Ale a?id Beer, or other 
Liquors, being transfer'd to this Act. The Judgments 
of the Commiffi oners are declared final, and not liable 
to be removed hy Certiorari into the Courts of /f^^- 
minfier. 

It is proper to acquaint the Reader that whep this 
A51 was made, it was proposed to appoint Commifjton- 
ers on Purpofe for managing theje Duties ; but at 
preicnt they are coUedled by the Officers ofExcifei and^ 
will any Man pretend to fay that an Inland Dutf^ 
under thelc Circumltanccs, is not properly an Excife, 
in the^true and, natural Sjnfe of th it Word ? 

As that Aci will probably be made the Ground- 
Work of the frejent Scheme, if it lliould ever be carried 
into Execution, and the worthy Gentleman, who hath 
the Honour of being thought the Proje^or of it, is 
now made a Judge over the Properties of his Fellow- 
Subjedls, I could wiQi that Mr. Basket would be 
plea'.Vd to print a new Edition of it, for the Ufe and 
Contemplation of his Countrymen at this Jundure. 

1 have been informed that an Attempt was made, in 
the lall Reign, to extend the Laws of Exdfe to all Cafes 
relating t(5 the Cufloms', and if that Scheme had taken 
Place, We ftiould have entertain'd juft the fame Opinion 
of it, though thofe Duties had Hill retained the Name of 
Cuftoms ; but the Merchants had fo much Intereft at 
that Time with ihtMtniflers, that the Project was laid 
alide, upon their Reprefentation. I hope the fame Re* 
gard will be paid to Them at prefent, and that Wc 
ihall never be in the Cale of the Romania upon the 

DeclenfioQ 
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Declenlion of that Commonwealth ; when, the Abbot 
de Vertct obrervca, that it wai Colour fufficient for 
rifling the People and laying new Jmpofts, if They did 
iut give tbofe Exa^ions a new Name y . * cujus moda 
Ret Nomen reperiri poterat, hoc fatis ejfe ad cogendas 
PecunUs, 

But if our ProjeSlors fhould think it necelTary to 
chriften their Scheme by a new Name^ in order to 
make it go down the more ealily, let me advife Them 
to call it an In-Land Tax, which I think a more 
proper Name than an Inland Duty, and I wifh it may 
not prove the heaviell Tax, that ever was laid ujpon 
the Lands of England, 

I have faid thus much to prevent all future Millakes 
ind Prevarication about the "Meaning of the Word Ex- 
cifes ', for what the minijlerial Writers have hitherto 
produced, on thisSubjeft, corfil^s of nothing but little, 
low Attempts to confound all Taxes together, and to 
make the People believe that there is no real Dificience 
between thera. Let me tliereforc repeat it once inore 
that when I fpeak of Excifes, I mean only tbofc Duties^ 
which, being fubjedl to the Laws of Excise, de- 
prive my Countrymen of their antient Right to a 
Trial by Juries; and if the Advocates for Excfs 
would be thought to write any Ihing to the Purpole, 
let Them come direftly to this Point, 

But it will be objeftcd, perhaps, by thefe Gentlemen, 
that iuppofmg my Definition oi' Excifes to be jufl, it 
does not follow that theie is any Deiign of introducing 
a General Exc i s e , or that their Scheme hath any 
Tendency to it. I chufe to quote the very Words of 

one of thefe Writers, who feems to be the Captain of 
the Band, and was the firft, who broach'd this Scheme 
without Doois, as his Patron hsd done juft befoi-e 
within Doors. At prefent, indeed. He feems to decline 
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the Lifts, when the Difpute is moft fcafonable ; but, 
perhaps. He may defign to make his Appearance in si 
compleat Treatife on the Subjeft. If 1 hat ihould be 
his Intention, I muft beg the Favour of Him to 
publifh it within fuch a realbnable Time, that We may 
have an Opportunity to reply, if We fee Occafion, 
before the Parliament meets. For this Reafon, I began 
the Enquiry in Time, that the Subjeft might be fiilly 
difcufs'd on both Sides, and I defire the Publick to 
take Notice that I now give Him a lecond feir Invi- 
tation. 

I thought this Digreffion neccfiary to put my Readers 
on their Guird a^ainft foul Pra^icc, and fhall now re- 
turn to the Point in Hand. 

I don't know what the Gentlemen on the other Side 
may undcrftand by a general Exeife ; but I think a Na- 
tion may be properly laid to be under lUch a Calamity, 
when tlic NecrJJarics and Cofivcniirees of Life are ge* 
ncrall^ exeifed ', or, to fpoak ir.orc in their own Style,, 
when this Method of collecting the Rez'enue ii become 
general \ That if, cofnmon and iifual in mojl Covimodi^ 
ties. Perhaps, theje Gentlemen may mean an univerfal 
Excife^ when 'I'hey fpeak of a general Excife; and 
then, indeed. We can never be iaid to be in luch . a 
terrible Cafe, as long as there is one individual Species ^ 
of Goods or Commodities, which We eat, drink, wear, 
or othciwife ule for the Support, Conveniency and 
Pleafurc of Life, which remains free from this Kivd cf 
taxation J but as the Words thcmfclves cannot be ufed 
in this Sen'e, with any Propriety of Language, fo I 
believe there never was fuch an univerfal Excife, in 
any Nation, fince the World begun, and I hope there 
never will, as long as it laHs. 

I am forry, indeed, to obferve thlt the Praftice of 
multiplying thefe Duties fromYciir to Year, which fecms 
to be glowing too fafliionaLle amongfl us, hath certainly 
a Tendency, at leaft, not only to a general, but even an 
univerfal Excife, Nay, I wifh it could not be aiferted 

with • 
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withTnith, that our Taxt^s, of oie Kind or other, tire 
already become ahnofl: univcrfa! ; for if any o^ theft 
Writers fhould be call' II upon to rpcci.'y only three or 
four ccfTimon Necejpirlcs of Life, 'Ahich are ablblutely 
free from all KM s of Taxation whatficvery I believe 
They would take ibmc Time to confidcr, before They 
could give an Anfwcr ; and 1 am not fure that it woukl 
be very fati^fa^lory at laft. I know very well that it 
hath been ufual to inilance Flef}^-?7ieat and Bread-Corn^ 
upon thefe Occafions, as Neceffaries exempted from the 
Burthen of Taxes ; but even ihe'e Inibmces will not 
bear a drift Examination ; for without infilling much 
on the La?ii-Tax. which ccrtiiinlv inliances the Price of 
Meat and Bread, an adiitional Duty v.'a^ laft Year laid 
upon bctb, by the Revival of the Dutic", or Exci:e up- 
on Salt ', for it is well known that great Quantities of 
this ComrKodity are made ufe of by the Bakers to feafon 
their Bread, as well as in curing Fip^ Bref, Pork and 
other Provifion5, upon which the poor Farmer, La* 
bourer and Manufacturer almoil wholly fubfitt. 

Sorry I am that there fhould be any Occafion to lay 
open the Wounds -of my Country in this Manner; but 
they require (earching and probing to the Bottom, in 
order to be heal'd ; and fomebody muft undertake the 
Stirgeo?i'*s Work, difagrecnble as it is, though Mr. Of- 
Some thinks fit to decline it. 

Let us now coniider, as We arc naturally led by this 
Enquiry, how many of thefe various Taxes are already 
converted into Excifes, or collefted by Methods and 
■Laws of the fame Kind. I have Room only, in thig 
Place, to give the Reader a bare Catalogue of thern^ 
without any particular Comment. 

Beer and Ale, Mum, Cyder, Perry 2ixAfwe€t Wines \ 
Malt, Brandy, and all difiiWd Spirits ; Leather, Soap, 
Candles, Hops ; Paper, Pafie-Boards, Mill-Boards, &c. 
Silks and Callicoes ; Starch, Hides, Wire, and wrsugH 
PUte ; Coffee ^ Tea and Chocolate i Salt, Sec, 

P 2 Thcf^ 
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Thefe are what occur to Me at present; but, I may 
venture to aflert that almoll all the Duties and Impo- 
litions on Home-CommeiliUes, except the Land-T^jx, arc 
levy 'd in ibis Manner , and in fome Meafure fubjeft to 
the fame Laws ; fo that the Duties on Impt^rtationy or 
what We call Cufloms, are now the only Taxes, which 
the Subjeft continues to pay in the antient Manner^ 
and under the ordinary Forms of Law. Nay, We fee 
thaty^;zr^ Branches of the Cufloms are already converted 
into Excifesj as Coffee^ Tea, Chocolate, Brandy^ Rum^ 
Arrack, &c. and a Scheme is now fct on Foot, and 
openly defended, for maldng the fame Alterations in 
feveral others. Yet ftill the Proje^ors cry that They 
have no Thoughts of a genera/ Excife, and that their 
Scbernrh^xh. noTendeney to it ; which is juft as rcafonablc, 
as if a Man fhould go from London to Canterbury, by 
cafy Journies, .and when He i*^ got there, undertake to 
prove that He is not in the Way to Dover. 

Wc do not fay that the Projeflurs defign to excifi 
every Thing this Year ; but We apprehend and infill 
upon it that their Method of Proceeding hath a mani- 
feil Tendency to it. They carry it on gradually, and 
bring only fome Commodities under this fcvere Yoke at 
a Time, well-knowing that They can more eaiily flop 
the Clamour of ttvo or three Bodies of Traders, than 
the zvhole Nat'.on ; but fuch is the exorbitant Lull of 
Power in fome Men, that They difcover a manifell 
Uneafinefs till They have extended their Scheme to 
every Part of Trade, and made \t general, Tryals per 
Pais are troublefomc Things, and Juries \vill not al- 
ways find for the Crown, bat judge of Ri^ according 
to Evidence confronted, and give their Verdidl accord- 
ingly. Thefc Gentlemen therefore feem to have a very 
itching Deiire after a Power of deciding Matters, in a 
jnore cafy and fummary Way, by Judges, who are at 
the lame Time Profecutors, ani being immediately de- 
pendent on the Crown, are more likely to determine 
Caufes in Favour of it. I have even heard it openly 

«YOW*d 
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•vowxl as an Argument for this Method of Profecutionl 
that the Crown is commonly cart in the Court of Ex- 
thequfr ; but furely Thig will never be allow'd a fuf^ 
iicient Rcafon for depriving EngHjhmen of their antient 
Rights and Privileges, which They have purchafed at 
lb dear a Price. 

• It hath been farther urged, in Favour of this Scheme, 
that it is not propofed to give the Officers a Power of 
entering private Houfes, and therefore it cannot be 
call'd a general Exctfe. Let us therefbi-e fee whe- 
ther there is any more Weight in this Argument than 
in the former. 

In the iirft Place, it is neceflary to obferve* that the 
Merchants^ Shop-keepers, hn-holders, ViSiuallers, Di* 
ftillers and other Retailers of imported Commodities are 
{o very numerous a Body of Men, and pay fo large a 
Part.of the ptblick Expences, not only as Dealers, but 
even as private Men^ thgt I think fome Regard ought 
to be had to Them as well as their Fellow-SubjeSs, 
and that no Hardfhips, or Severities, fhould be put 
upon Them, which publick Neceffity does not abfo- 
lutely require. 

But do the Laws ofExcife really afFeft Traders only ^ 
I am afraid it will be found, upon Enquiry, that thefe 
Laws have already gained fome Admittance into private 
Houfes % or, ^t leall, laid very great Reflraints upon 
them. 

• I did not infert the Window -Tax amongft my Lift of 
ixcifeable Duties, becaufe it is colledled by Parift> Of 
fcersy and paid in to the Receivers of the Land-Tax ; 

but in one Refpefl it partakes, at leaft, of the Nature 
of an Excife, by fubjefting every Man's Houfe to the 
Jnfpedlion o^ certain Officers, appointed by the Crown; 
^vhich was formerly complained of as fo great a Griev- 
ance, in the Cafe of the Hearth-money, that it induced 
King William to recommend the Abolition of it to his 
parliament, foon after the Revolution ; and in the Pre- 
amble to the Adl for taking away that Duty, it is faid 

D 3 tq 
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to be mt on/y a great Oppreffion to the pcx)rer Sort, 
hut a Badge of Slavery upon the whole People, 
expofing every Man^s Houfe to ^e entered int$ andfearclfd, 
at Pie a fur e, ^Persons unknown to Him. 

By an A£l of the 6ch of the late King (for excifing 
Malt, Brandy and other Liquors) it is provided, inter 
Jlia, that no Brandy, ^c. fhall be fold, without a Cer- 
iificatefrom the Officers, that the Duty hath been paid^ 
9r that it is condemned, or Part offome other Performs 
Stock ; and that no Brandy, l^c, exceeding a Gallon ^ 
ft? all be removed without a Permit, certifying the ^an- 
tity and Shality, en Penalty to forfeit tie f aid Brandy, 
l^c, and Cask — The Confequence of This is, that 
noPcrfon can fend home any Quantity of the fe Liquors, 
after He hath bought them, without a Certificate \ and 
if He changes his Place of Abode, or hath a Mind to 
make a Prefcnt of any Quantity, above a Gallon, He 
cannot do it without a Permit, which will not be 
granted Him neither, unlefs He enters his Houfe. x 
This I can aver, upon my own Knowledge. 

By another Claufe in the fame ASl it is declared, 
that every Perfon, having above 63 Gallons of any Sort 
^Brandy, Arrack, ftrong Waters, i^c, fhall be deem'd 
a Seller of Brandy, ^^.— By this Claufe, 'you fee, 
the greateft Peer in England is reflrain*d from keeping 
above 63 Galbns of thefe Liquors in his Houfe at a 
Time, without entering it, and making it liable to the 
Infpe^ion of 0^r<?r J, if They fhould think fit. Now, 
if We confider • that many Gentlemen are obliged to 
live in an hofpitable Manner, in order to fupport their 
Intereft, efpecially in the Country, I believe 63 Gallons 
of any of thefe Liquors will be thought but a moderate 
Allowance. Befides, it is well known that fuch Liquors 
improve by Age, and grow more valuable the longer 
they are kept. 

'^y an Aft of the loth of the fame King (being the. 
famous Adl: before-mention'd ) no Chocolate is allow' d to 
be made in private Houfesy without giving a very parti- 
cular 
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iular and diftmSi Notice in Writings three Days before^ 
to the next Office, ^he Officer, indeed, is not to vifit 
fuch Houfes ; but it is necejfary to have a PermiJJion under 
bis Handi and if within three Days after finijhing fucb 
Chocolate for private Ufe, an Entry upon C^th is not 
made to the proper Officer within the DiftriSi, where the 
faid Chocolate was made, of the Sluantity made by Vir- 
tue of the Permit, and if all the Chocolate fo made 
Jhall not be brought, ready wrapt up in Paper, to be 
flampM, the faid Qhozold^it Jhall be forfeited and XxQh\<^ 

the Value, - 

Neither is an'^Perfon permitted to work, or make in^. 
to Chocolate, for their private Ufe, iefs than half an 
hundred of Cocoa Nuts at each Time. 

I will now leave the World to judge whether EX" 
cifes have not already got fome Footing in private 
Houfes i and We ought to remember that when the 
Serpent gets his Head into a Hole (as Mr. Hampden 
very julUy obferves) // will be no hard Matter for Him 
to draw his whole Body after it. Experience teaches us 
that Excifes are Things of an incroaching Nature, and 
the fame Reafbns, which were at firft advanced to bring 
them into publick Houfes, may be afterwards madeUS 
of to draw them into private Families ; efpecially if it 
Ihould be found impradicable to execute the Scheme 
without it. But of This, perhaps, I may have Occa- 
lion to fpeak in another Place, and at prefent will con- 
clude with a fhort Addrels to the mercantile Part of my 
Readers. 

** You fee, Gentlemen, what is the Nature of Ex- 
cifes, in Diftindlion from other Taxes, and how they 
naturally tend to a general Excife. I believe you 
" will think This a critical Time to make a Stand, 
** and endeavour to put a Stop to the Growth of 
•* them ; for I muft tell you very plainly that the 
*' next Step, in my Opinion, will be deciiive. It is 
** therefore hoped and expefted from you, as your 
*♦ Intcreft is primarily concerned, that you will lay 

*J afide 
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" afideall Party-Dillinftioii! and exert your £iidea< 
" vourf, asor.c Man, to prevent the Execution of tbh 
*' Projeff by all fueh prudwit and duritiil Method;, n. 
" your fcveralSiations and the Laws of your COUDtir 
• have provided for you. D. 
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er's Oijc^ioT!! U Dalies on Importation 
•ilhfome farther Rcntarii n Eacifes. 

J H A V E already actnaivledged, and am 
I willing to do it again upon all Occafions, 
f ibat ihfe Taxej, tchkh fublick Nce^ty 
I batb laid oit the Imporlation of CSm- 
\ moditiea, have bitn a very grievms Bnr- 
ties en the Btmd} Corntnerct ; and I will 
" •dd, if you pleife, that fuch high Duties on the Produce 
of OLir oarH CoUsio, in particiSar, fecm more grievous, 
as well as impoliticlf, for feveral Rearoiu, which it 
would be fruittcfs to ofier in this Place i but CinccfiiiSti 
Ntcf^ty obliges us to fubmit to them for tlic prefent. We 
hope at lealt that they will not be made flUl more 
grievous to us by any ixtracrdin/iryMelhoJi of Celieaim. 
The Publtck hath already leen my Reafors agaiDft 
f jfft/>j, with Regard to ihc Trade, Lihrticj And Con- 
Jlilutiim of this Kingdom. Let us now confider the 
LtUtr-writir^s Arguments againft Duties ert Imfortatiuitf 
as ihey are ftatcd at large in my introduflory Paper on 
tliis Subjeil ; and aa I will not endeavour to conceal the 
Forte of any of them, fo if they are found weightier in 
the Scale, I am ready to give up the Caule and coDfent 
^ the J&eratisn prapofed. 
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He tells us, that all Home-Confumption ought to he 
tax'di I fuppofe He means all Home-Confumption of 
foreign CommoditieSy though his Expreffion is general 
and includes our domeftick Produce^ as well as Goods im^ 
ported from abroad i but as This feems to bc^nly an In- 
accuracy of Language, I fhall take no farther Notice of 
it, unlefe He fhould think fit to declare Himfclf cxprell/ • 
an Advocate for taxing all Home-Confumption, 

The Produce of our Colonies brought hither hath a vaft 
Difddvanfaget fays He, in paying Duty upon being land- 
id^ and receiving Drawbacks on being exported ; and thiK 
all Goods imported are more or lefs fubjeSl to this Gric^ 
vance. — This is certainly very true, as I obfei-ved 
before, and I wifh all imported Goods did really draw 
back the whole Duty upon Exportation, which feems 
llighly reafonable and w^ould, no doubt, be of great Ad- 
vantage to the Trade of the Kingdom ; but I am at a 
liofi to gucfs how this Difadvantage would be removed 
Dy turning the Cuftoms into Excifes, if We are to fup- 
pofe that Drawbacks will be continued under this new 
Method; and if no Drawbacks are to be allow'd on any 
Goods exported, after they have paid the Excife, I leave 
the Publick to judge whether our Exportations,Wit mofl 
valuable Part of our Trade, will not be vaftly encouraged 
and improved by it. 

We are told that all Duties, paid the Government on 
Importation y coft the Government ten per Q^m. for prompt 
Payment, — — To which I reply ; Jirft, that thefe Pre- 
miums were allow'd- by Parliament to the Importer, 
Merchant, or Fadlor, in Confideration of the Jntereft of 
their Money fo advanced ; fccondly, that theje Pra* 
miums are not peculiar to the Cuftoms, but allow'd, in 
ibme Proportion, on feveral Excife Duties ; particularly 
Thofc of Salt 5 for in the very Pamphlet, where thele 
ObjeAions are advanced, a Sum of twenty thoufand 
P6ui\^5 per Ann, is deduced from the^r^ Charge^ as it 
IS there call'd, on Account oi prompt P^menti and 
Aerefore I cannot fee any Reafon v^hy this Objection 

ihould 
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Ihould he partici hrly nrgcxl againft Duties on Impcrta' 
tIo?r, hwl tbh'iir;, if this Allowance, o^?. pro?npt Piiymcntf 
fhould be :ho'.';^hr too larrc, for the J'ncoun^cmcT^t of 
the Tnide ofth:: Kingdom, it is in the Pov»cr o*' Parli- 
ament to reduce it, or ei*cn to take it a'.vav intircly, if 
Tliey fiiould thin!; convenient, vvithout Living Recourfo 
'to fo defp?ra'e a Remedy rrs an Exdfr, which is inii- 
nitely worlc than the Dileafe it fcif, even according to 
the Lciter-zvritcr'*s own Repreentaiion. 

Jt ij farther ^ lied red, that in Pim^; Cafes^ [f the Ccm^ 
if.odity be entered for Re exportaticn, zvitbin a certain 
Time, the FaSlor chiims a DriKvback of the iniirc Duty ; 
^y which the Katiiu^ as the Cuflom^s vuw Pir,nd^ aSfua/Iy 
hfes ten per Cent, ov divers Branches of our Commerce.^^ 
As tlic Gentleman hath not thought fit to fpecify thoie 
Branches of Trade, on which the Nation Icjfes this Pr^» 
mittm, it cannot be expelled that I fhould give Him t 
particular Anfwer. At prefent therefore I fhall reply on- 
ly, in general, that the Charge is fahe ; for all Allow- 
ances upon Importation are deduiled iii the Debenture 
upon Exportation i but if the Letter- zor iter wiW pleafc to 
particularize any Branch of Trade, in which the Na^ 
Hon aBually lojes ten per Cent, hy Prtrmiums and DraW" 
hacksy I promife either to give Him a particular An- 
fwer, or to acknowledge that it ought to be remedied, 
though not by an Excife. 

Another Ohjc6lion againft Duties on Importatim it 
founded on the Charges cyCommiffion, &c. which tbi 
Planters and Merchants of our Colonies are obliged to ai-^ 
low their Factors here for the Tranfaolion of their Bufinejs 
at the Cuflom-houfe. — To This I anfwer, that the La* 
hourer is worthy of his Hire ; and, for my Part, I can 
fee no Reafou Nvhy the Merchants fhould tranfa6l Bufi- 
nefs at the Cuftom-houfe^ and fell the Planters Goods, 
without >being paid for their Trouble ; for as tho^ Per- 
Ibns, with whom our Merchants deal abroad, take Com* 
mijjions from Them, fo I think it it^afonable and cqui-i 
table that The/ ihould take Commijftons from others. 

We 
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We are likewife told, by the fame Author, t^at num'^ 
herlefs Frauds are committed^ and that the clandeftine 
Running of Goods is greatly encouraged by this Method of 
paying Duties on Importation, and allowing Drawbacks 
on exporting them again, — • This defer ves a particular 
and diilinft Anfvver. 

In the lirfl: Place, I am ready to allow that the(c 
Complaints of Frauds and Smuggling arc too juft ; but I 
cannot agree with the Letter-^uriter concerning either 
the Caiile, or Cure of the(c Evils ; which are not fb 
much owing to the Payment of Duties on Importation^ 
and the Allowance of Drawbacks on Exportation, as to 
the Height of the Duties thcmfelves on all fuch foreign 
Commodities as are wanted for Confumption in this 
Kingdom ; for till the Multiplicity of Impoiitions and 
additional Duties-were kid on thofe Commodities, the 
Practice q{ runnit}g Goods was of no great Confequence, 
as will appear by comparing the Seizures made in for- 
mer Times with thofe of late Years. If therefore the 
fame Duties are to be continued, or greater Duties 
ihould be laid on the Commodities confumed in this 
Kingdom, an Alteration in the Method of colhBiKg them 
will not prevent xhtclandejiine Running of Goods \ which 
can be cffedled only by the Redu6lion of the Duties to 
mch a Degree, tliat it will not be the Intcrefl of any 
Perlons to eng.ige in a Tra£ick fo hazardous to Thcm- 
felves, as well as prejudicial to the feir Trader. 

It is pretended, 1 know, that the extraordinary Pow- 
ers of Excijc Lazos are become neceflary for the Pre- 
vention of Frauds in the Colledion of Duties impofed by 
Parliament ; but whoever will give Himfelf the Tjx)u- 
ble of looking into the penal Laws, relating to the Qujioms^ 
will find asfeverePcnahies aimex'd to thcraas were ever 
known amongft a free People ; and becaufe feme Gende- 
men may be mifled for Want of knowing what^ Powers 
i)\Q Comrnijp oners of the Cuftoms ztt in veiled with, the 



following will ferve as a fmall Sketch of them. 
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^e Penalties upon Merchants y Mafters of Ships and 
others, concent d in Trade, bejides their bcififr fubjeBei t§ 
aftriSi Examination upon Oath, and Forfeiture of the 
Goods ; in feme Cafes, double the Value ;■ Ltfs of the 
Ship, or Vcffel, with all her Tackle ; Tines ofiooL or 
500 /. Imprijonment ; Incapacity tofuefor any Debt ; and 
the Proof generally thrown upon the Otoner, or Importer, 

On the other Hand, the Powers given to tbe Cuilom- 
Houfc Officers are very large. All the Subjects of the 
Kingdo?n are cnjoyiCd by ASl of Parliament to affi/t 
Them. They may break open Houfes^ Shops, Trunks, hfc. 
to fear ch for prohibited, or run Goods, by a proper War- 
rant, and in a proper Manner. They may enter on Board 
any Ship, or Vcffel, and break open any Cabin, Trunk, or 
fmall Package ; fo that if the King is fill dcfnwded of his 
Duties, it mu/i proceed from the Corruption, or Negligence 
of the Pcrfons employ d, and not from Want of (ufficicnt 
Penalties upon the OfFcnders, or fufficient Power in the 
CuRom K^ufc Officers. 

Befidcs, We have found by Experience that Excife 
Laws do not prevent Smuggli?ig ; for I believe foreign 
Commodities were never more run than at prefcnt ; nei- 
ther is it in the Power of the Commiffi oners of Excife to 
put a Stop to it. Their Officers do not guard the Coafts, 
to hinder the running of Goods into the Country. 
Their Province lies more in tormenting the fair Trader; 
in difquieting Him in the Pofieffion of his Property, 
and in the peaceable Purfuit of his lawful Calling. Nay, 
how can it be cxpedlcd that Excife Officers Ihould prove 
more honefl in the Execution of their I'ruft than Cuftom" 
houfe Officers? There is a greater Scope for Knavery in 
the former than in the latter*, and I make no Jb>oubt 
that Tficy know as wc^ll how to make the moft of thdr 
Places. 

But we are j^rthcr told by the Letter-writer, that the 
People might bcconfderably eafed as well at home, as in 
our Colonies abroad, by this Alteration ; which is ib &r 
from being true, that I apprehend another bad Effedl^ of 

Excife^ 
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Zxdfes to be, that they will certainly bring a farther 
Burthen on the People, equal to a Tax ; for the Excife 
will not eafe the Merchant of any Burthen He now la- 
bours under in carrying on this Trade, fuch as Officers 
Feesy Servants Wages^ ^c. but He will be put to greater 
Expences by frequent Examinations of his Stock. To 
This We muft likewife add bis o^vn greater Trouble and 
Fatigue, Lofs of Time and Interruption of Bufinei's , for 
Xvhich He will hav« a Confideration in the Value of 
his Goods ; and This muft be paid by the Csn/amer, 
where every expenfive Load on Trade will center at 
laft. , 

How therefore can it be iaid, with any Colour of 
Truth, that the People will be ealed by this Method of 
Taxatiorty which not only takes from Them one of their 
xnoft cflential Rights as Englijhmcn, but will undoubt- 
edly inhance the Price of all Commodities, which are 
neceflary and convenient for Life ? 

Almoft the fame Anfwer may be given to that Part 
of the Argument, which relates, to the Improvement of 
the Revenue 5 for I think it dcmonlb^ble that it will ra- 
ther lelFen than increafe it, many of our imported Com- 
modities being for Luxury^ and therefore the dearer 
they come, the lefs will be confumed, and fo far as the 
Confumption is leflen'd, the ReveTtues muft diminifli. 
If That, indeed, were the only Evil, the Nation might 
be a Gainer in the main ; but our Debts and Expences 
have reduced us to fuch an unhappy Dilemma, that We 
are obliged to encourage Luxury, in order to fupport the 
Rez'enue, If therefore the Advocates for Excifes will 
pleafe to explain the Particulars of their Scheme, I be- 
lieve it will DC found imprafticable, and that it will not 
anfwer the End propoied by it, if the Imprcvemctit of 
the Revenue^ by juft and honeil Means, be what Tliey» 
really intend. 

The Letter-writer goes on, in the following, extraor- 
dinary Manner. — None will be affe^ed by this Ahera^ 
Hon but tbofe little, merccnarv Fadtors, who from the 
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Lujl of Lucre zvvuldhavc thejc Cujloms continued , againft 
the Intcrcfl of Trade, againfl the Eafe of the People, mecr^ 
ly that They may have the private Advantage of Prte^ 
mi urns on prompt Payment, and Commiffions/(?r tranf' 
{I Ring Bujincfs at the Cuftom-houfe. But This I am per^ 
fnaded, fays He, will havefo little Weight with the Peo* 
pk cf England, againfl their general Advantage^ that I 
rather believe They tvill defpife the Clamours andrejeS the 
Perfons cfThofe, who oppcje a common Good from any fucb 
fordid Mctizes, 

' ■ Thcfe arc very hard Imputations ; and I believe it is 
the firll Time that any Wriicrluth taken the Liberty to 
treat the whole Body of Britijh Merchants (wlio are, 
moft of Them, Payors for others, as well as Traders on 
their own Account) infuch an unhand ibme Manner, with- 
out any other Reafon than becaufc They may not ap- 
prove of a Scheme, v.hich will not only he highly pre- 
judicial to the general Intcrcll q^ Trade, in which their 
own particular Intcrcfls arc involved, but, by the neccf- 
iary Incrcalc of Officers, greatly endanger the Liberties 
of the Nation. 

If I am not verv much miflakcn, the Letter-writer is 
paid for this notaole Production, as well as his Patron 
for employing his Time fo glorioiifly in the publick Ser- 
vice ; and ifWefliould call one ^ mercenary Writer^ or 
the other a mercenary Minifler, We know by Experience 
Low loudly They would complain of fuch Appellations ; 
but,' perhaps; the Nature oUhis Scheme maik^^ifi-'ncccf- . 
fary to abiife' . the'. Merchants,^ 'as\a ' Pack^'Lj^^/V^'^ 
Wretches, who deferve no Regard, andougEtu6^cut^. 
oft' from the common Privileges of £';.;^/^v^^/.'V. * •. r '■ 

I am unacquainted what? Part tJ^efe'fieJiflemenm&f 
think £t to a^, if any fuch Prt}jr^:..{h^[xYd cv-qt he.- 
brought into Parliament ; but if T^^y flipuld judge it 
their Intereft, or Diity, to appear. in-Gppoiition to it, I 
am apt to believe that their Clamours, as the Letter^ 
miter tcims tlicm, will not be d^ptfe'd^ nor their Perfons. 

• . . * \ reje^ed 
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reje^ed^ on fuch an Occafion ; efpecially by the bcft, 
and richeft of our Reprefentatives. 

I am, indeed, at a Lofs to gucfs why the Merchants 
fhould be treated in fuch an outrageous Manner. They^ 
were not the Propofers, or Promoters of putting, the 
Produce of our Colonies^ or the Commodities of foreigii 
Countries, under fuch DiMvantages, by paying Duties 
on being landed, and receiving Drawbacks on being cx^ 
ported. I dare anhver for Them, that They would be 
glad to have great Part of the Duties on all Commodities, 
not prohibital, taken off, or lovver'd, ho^vever They 
miy be treated as Mercenaries, who trade only from 
a Lufi of Lucre ; and that They are of Opinion, that 
taking fuch a Step would bring a much greater Ad- 
vantage to the Nation, as well as a greater Reveniic td 
the Crown; than any Alteration in the Manner of ccl^ 
leSing the Duties ; for a ReduBion of the Duties will 
certainly occalTon a greater Exportation of our Produdt 
and Manufadures, and a greater Importati9n of foreign 
Commodities ; whereas the Converlion of Cuftoms into 
Excifes will as certainly be attended with a. Decrcafe of 
Importation, as well as Exportation. 

Thus have I gone through the Lctter-zoriter^ s Ob- 
jedlions to Duties on Importation ; and I cannot forbear 
obfervmg upon the whole, that the PrvjeSlors and their 
Advocates feem of late to have taken a violent Affefliou 
for the Planters of our Colonies, after long Ncgleft, Dif- 
couragement and ill Ufage ; but it is too vifible that 
this Concern is a mecr Pretence and afiedled only to 
fervc a prelent Purpofe, as They made the landed Inter eft 
a Stalking-Horfe to their Defigns laft Year. I hope 
therefore that none of our Countrymen abroad will fuf- 
fer Themfelves to be impofed upon fo far, as to think 
that any Scheme can be for their Advantage, which is fo 
contrary to the Interefls and Inclinations- of their Fellow^. 
SutjeSis at home, Por my Part, I have conilantly ef- 
pouled their Caulc in the moil zealous Manner againil 
all their domeftick^ as well 2& foreign Enemies^ without 
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tilui^ Part in any psriicular Difputes amongft Them- 
felvca t but if the Controverfy ftiould ever l)(c betiveco 
the real, or pretended Imercft of ajxy particular Ce- 
hnj, and the gecera] IniereA ai Great Britain, I mult 
beg Leave to fide wiih the laiier ; for it would cer- 
tainly be moch belter that /ucb a Cdmy were funk to 
the Bottom of the Sea, than that it Hioiiid ever be made 
the Iiiibument of enflavi"g its Mctbcr-Ccaalry. C. D. 




N" 336. Saturday, Def. p, 1732, 

Jie Caft of Excises cmfidtr'ii, with Regard io itr 
Praliice if Helland, iitid in Fieta la a ldnd-T«x. 

• Have now diflinftly eonfider'd all the 
a LttUr-tirittr'' 1 Arguments for Excifis, u 
I well as his Objeftions againft Dutiri ea 
I Imparlatien, excepting only two; which. 
I are fo lint'd together in his Difcourfa, 
that I chofe to refeive them for a par- 
ticulai Eflay. 

He tells us, that otir Liberties can bi in no Dctngtr- 
from fueh Excites i but may ie as fifi in ibis Kingdom, 
0! intht Rcpai'lickcfUoWmA, under ih fame Regula- 
tion! ; and the Drift of his wltolc Pamphlet is to prove 
'c\\3.\ Eacija, in general, are pn;fci-able loa Ltf/jJ-Tcri 
' for which He like wife prod qccs ilieEiiample and Au- 
tliority of Holland. 

In Anfwcr to This, ii is necclTary to obferve, in the 
fiill Ilacc, that though Holland nwy be julfly calfd x 
free State, when compared with the abfolute Govern- 
ments round about it, yet I cannot agree that it ooght 
lo be comparcii wiih the Conliimtion of Great Britain, 
as long as We arc able to prefervc it pwrc and uaconupt 
is aU iti Parts. 

Sir 



N^ S^6. fhe C R A F T S M A K. 53 

Sir William temple ( whofe Authority hath been of- 
ten quoted on both Sides, as an excellent Writer ) ob- 
ferves very juftly, that this ftomachful People^ teho 
could not endure the leaft Exercife of arbitrary Power, 
or Impofitions^ or the Sight of any foreign Troops, under 
the Spanilh Government ^ have • been fince inured to all 
»f them, in the higheft Degree, under their own popu- 
lar Magiftrates ; bridled with hard 'Laws, terriffd with 
fevere Executions, inviron^d with foreign Forces, and 
opprefs'd with the moft cruel Hardfhips and Variety of 
Taxes, that was ever known under any Government, 

It is therefore a very extraordinary Propofal, to re- 
duce us to the fame hard Condition with our Neigh- 
bours in Holland, and fufficiently denotes the Modefty 
of the Proje^ors ; but I believe They will find it as 
difficult to eftabliil the fame Regulations here, as to 
make the People of Great Britain in Love with the Go- 
vernment o^ Holland, or to throw off all Regard for the 
happy Conftitution of their own Country. 

In the next Place, it is proper to enquire into the* 
Reafons, which make the People of Holland fubmit to 
thefe Severities of Government. Now thefe arife, as 
ik^ fame Author informs us, from' the Simplicity and 
Modejly of their Magiftrates, in their Way of Living ; 
which da not exceed the Cuftoms of the common Mer- 
chants and Burghers of the Town, He tells us like* 
wife, that the Way to Office tf/r</ Authority lies through, 
thefe ^alities, which acquire the general EJleem of the 
People J that pa) Man is exempted from the Danger and 
Current of the Laws ; that Soldiers are confned to 
Frontier Garriibns ; {the Guard ^Inland, or Tmding 
Towns, being left to the Burghers tkemfelves -, ) and 
that no great Riches are fee n to enter ly publick Pay- 
ments into private Purfcs, either to raife Families^ or 
to fed the prcdigal Expences of vain, extravagant and 
luxurious Men ; Isit all publick Monies are appl-fd t9 
tke Safety, Grcatnefs, or Honour cf ths State ; and the 
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Magiftratts themfehes bear an equal Share in all the 
Burthens ^cj impofe. 

Whenever therefore our great Men will be pleafed to 
adopt the parfimonious Maxims of their Brethren in 
Holland^ and reduce Themfelvcs to fome Degree of 
Equality with their Fellow-Subjcfts, it may be an En- 
couragement for us to fubmit to the Jame Rrgulations ; 
but whilft We fee Them rolling in Wealth, Luxury 
and Grandeur, it is the moft provoking Infult to bJc 
told, that We ought to be bridled like the People of 
Holland. 

Befides, I have been inform'd that the Dutch Excifes 
differ very materially, in fome Particulars, frbm Thofe 
already eftablifh'd in England ; for in feveral imported 
Commodities, (fuch as IFine, Tea, Coffee, &c.) every 
Man is tax'd at fo much a Year, according to his Fa* 
mily and Manner of Living, by the Magi Urates of the 
Town, in which He lives, unlefs He makes Oath that 
He ufes none ; but no Officers are allow'd to enter his 
Houfe, which is look'd upon as his SanSiuary ; and con- 
fequently They have no Power, or Influence, in the 
EleSlion ofMagiftrates, — - 1 am hr from mentioning 
This with any Defignr of recommending the fame Me- 
thod of Taxation in England ; and am ready to give 
my Reaibns againft it, whenever fuch a Scheme fhall be 
brought on the Carpet. 

The Letter-writer* s Argument againft Land-Taxes^ 
taken from the Example of Holland, is ftill more falla- 
cious ; for the Circumftances of the two Nations are fb 
vailly different, that no jutt Conclufions can be drawn 
• from one to the other. Great Britain hath a Produii 
within itfelf, not only fnfficient to maintain its own 
People, but to fpare tor other Countries ; whereas the 
Produft of Hi?///?^^ will not maintain, as Mr. de Witt 
allo"xvs, one eighth Part of its Inhabitants. Great Bri- 
tain hath, befides its Produd, MnnufaBures of various 
Kinds, Fijheries and Mines of Lead, Tin, Copper and 

Coals, 
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Coa/sy not only for its own Ufe, btit exports them in 
great Quantities to foreign Countries ; whereas the Dutch 
Manufa£iures arc neither h many, nor fo great. They 
have no Mines^ and as They are obliged tO/ purchafe 
the greateft Part of the common Neceffaries of Life from 
their Neighbours, fo the Income, which maintains the 
Government, as well as enriches the People, arifes from 
their Trade ^ Fijbery, and Freight of Ships, 

Nothing therefore can be more ridiculous than to ar- 
gue for Excifes here from the Praftice of Holland; 
where the vaft Dilproportion of Land to the Number of 
the Inhabitants makes them ablblutely neceflary for the 
Support of the Government. 

I might, in this Place, complain of popular Preju- 
dices with more Juftice and Propriety than the Gentle- 
men on the other Side of the ^eftion ; for the grievous 
Burthen, which the Freeholders of Great Britain have 
been obliged to bear for above forty Years pall, hath 
certainly prepoiTefsM Them as ftrongly againft a Land- 
Tax as the common People can be fuppoM to be againft 
Excifes ; but with Pleafure 1 obierve that there is no 
Occalion to make any fuch Apologies, or Complaints ; 
fince whatever Opinions fome of the Land-Owners might 
formerly entertain on this Subj«d, They feem to be 
fully convinced of their Miftake ; for I do not meet 
with any Body, except the Projeffors and their AdvO' 
cateSy who diicover any Inclination to this Scheme^ how- 
ever it may be gilded over with the plaulible Pretence 
of relieving Them from the Land-Tax, They now fee 
the Hook through the Baity and are too wife to bite at 
it any longer. \ 

I /hall endeavour to confirm .Them in this wife 
Difpoliiion and right Way of judging, for their own 
Intereft, by the excellent Reafonings of Mr. Locke on 
the fame Subje^l. 

In fpeaking of the Caiffes, wliich raife, or depreciate 
the Value ©f i/W, He makes the follo'.\ing Obferva- 
trons. 

" Whei 
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** When a Nation, is running to Decay and 
Ruin, the Mercbtwt and monefd Man^ do what 
you can, will be fure to ftarve laft. Obfervc it 
\vhere you will, the Decays, that come upon and 
bring to Ruin any Countrv, do conftandy iirll fell 
on La N D ; and though the Country Gentleman be 
not very forward to think fo, yet This neverthelcft 
is an undoubted Truth, that He is more concem'd in 
T'n/.Vt', and ouglit to take a greater Care that it be 
well managed and preferved than even the Me r- 
CHANT himfelf j for He will certainly find, when a 
Decay oil^rade hath carry 'd away one Part of our 
Money out of the Kingdomy and the other is kept in 
the Merchani^i and Trade fman'i Hands, that no Laws 
He can make, nor anv little Arts of Jhifiing Property 
amcngft ourjelves^ will bring it back to Him again ; 
but his Rc7its will fall and his Income every Day let- 
fen, till general Indufiry and Frugality, jom'd to a 
well-order' d Trade, fhall reftorc to the Kingdom the 
Riches and Wealth it had formerly. 
•* This by the Way, if well confider'd, might let us 
fee that Taxes, however contrived, and out of whofe 
Hands foever immediately.taken, do in a Country, 
where their great Fund is in Land, for the moft Part 
terminate upon Land. Whatfoever the People is 
chiefly maintained by. That the Government fupports 
itfelf on. Nay, perhaps it will be found that tbofo 
Taxes, which feem leafl: to aiTedl Land, will moft 
furely of all others fall the Rents. This would de- 
ferve to be well confider'd, in the raifing of Taxes ^ 
left the Negledl of it bring upon the Country Gentle^ 
man an Evil, which He will be fure quickly to My 
but not be able very quickly to remedy ; for Rcnts^ 
once fallen, are not eafily raifed again. A Tax laid 
upon Land feems hard to the Lard-bolder, bccanlc 
it is fo much Money going^ifibly oat of his Pocket ; 
and therefore, as an Eafe to HimlelF, the Land-L'o/dcr 
** id always forward to lay it upon Ccrnmodities ; but if 

" He 









N^ i^6. The Craftsman. ^y 

** He will thoroughly confider it and examine the Ef- 
*' fc6ls. He will fiiia He buys this feeming Eafe at a 
** very dear Rate ; and though H^e pays not this Tax 
** immediately out of his own Purfe, yet his Purfe will 
find it by z greater Want of Money there at the End 
of the Year than That comes, to, with the leffenlng 
** of his Rents to boot ; wliicji is a fettled and Ufting 
•* Evily that will Hick upon Him beyond the prejhit 
*' Pa-^rnent, 

He then pats a Cafe, adapted to the Circumrtances of 
the Times, in which He wrote ; but it will equally 
ktvt to illu(lrate tiie prefent Argument. 

But fuppofe, fnys He, to fhift off the Burthen from 
the Land, fome Country Genthmen fiioLild think fit to 
** raife thefe three Millions (a Sum fippofed to be wanted 
** at that Time] upon Commodities , to let the Land go 
** free. Firfi, it is to be confider'd, that iince the pub- 
•' lick Wants require three Millions, and Co much mull 
** go into the King^s Coffers, or ^{^ the NeceiBries of 
♦* the Government will not be fupply'd, that for rai- 
** fmg thefe three Millions on Commodities^ and bring- 
** ing fo much into the Exchequer, there muft go a 
** great deal more than three Millions out of the Suh^ 
** jeSls Pockets ; for a Tax of that Nature cannot be le- 
** vy'd by Officers, to watch every little Rivulet of 
** Trade, without a great Charge, efpecially at firft 
Tryal. But fuppofing no more Cliarge in railing it 
than of a Land-Tax, and that there arc only three 
<* Millions to be paid ; it is evident that to do I'his out 
** of Commodities, they mull: to the Confumer be raifed 
<* a garter in their Price ; {ok that every Thing to 
Him, that ufes it, muft be a garter aearer. Let 
us fee now who at long Run mult pay this ^arter^ 
and whe^p it will light. ' Tis plain the Merchant 
*' and Broker neither will nor can ; for if He pays a 
" garter more for Commodities than He did. He will 
*' k^ them at a Price proportion ably raifed. The poor 
^ Labourer and Handicrafffman cannot j for He jult 
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lives from Hand to Mouth already ; and all his Food, 
Cloathing and Utenfils cofting a garter more than 
they did before; either his Wages muft rife with 
t'iC Frlce of Things, to make Him live ; or elfe, not 
being able to maintain HimfeJf and Family by his 
Labour, He comes to the Parijh ; and then the Land 
bears the Burthen an heavier Way. If the Labou^ 
rer's Wages be raifed, in Proportion to the increafed 
Rates cf Things, the Farmer, who pays a garter 
more for Wages, as well as all other Things, whilll 
He fells his Corn and Wooll either at the lame Rate, 
or lower, at the Market, ( lince the Tax laid upon 
it makes People lefs forward to buy) muft either 
have his Rent abated^ or elfe break and run away irf 
his Landlord's Debt 5 and fb the yearly Value of ihcr 
Land is brought down ; and who then pays the Tax^ 
at the Year's End, but the Landlord ? 
A little farther He tells us, that " Holland is 
brought as an Inftance for laying the Charge of the 
Publick upon Trade ; and it is poffible ( excepting" 
fome few fm a II free Towns ) the only Place in the 
World, that could be brought to favour this Way ; 
but yet, when examined, will be found to fhew the 
quite contrary, and be a clear Proof that, lay the 
Taxes where you will. Land every where, in Pro- 
portion, bears the greater Share of the Burthen. The 
publick Charge of the Government, it is faid, is, in 
the united Provinces, laid on Trade. I grant it if, 
the greateft Part of it ; but is the Land excufed, or 
eafed by it ? By no means ; but, on the contrary, Co 
loaded, that in many Places Half, in others a ^ar^ 
ter, in others one Eighth of theyear^ Value docs not 
come into the Owner's Pocket ; and, if I have not 
been milinform'd, the Land, in fome Places, will not 
pay the Taxes i fo that We may fay, that the Charge 
of the Government came not upon Commodities, till 
the Land could not bear it. The Burthen unavoid- 
ably fettles upon the Land £rlt, and when it hath 
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** prefs'd it fb, that it can yield no more, TraJe mull 
•* be brought in Aid, to help to fupport the Govem- 
** ment, rather than let All fink ; but the iirll Strefs is 
*' always upon Laxi/ ; and as far as That will reach, it 
is unavoidably carry 'd, lay your Taxes how you 
will. It is known what a Share of the publick 
Charges of the Government is fupported by the 
'* Trade of Amfterdam alone. As I remember that one_ 
•* Town pays Thirty-lix in the Hundred of all the pub- 
" lick Taxes raifed in the united Provinces ; but are 
the Lands of Guelderland eafed by it ? Let any one 
fee in that Country of Landy more than Trade, what 
They make clear of their Revenues, and whether the 
Country Gentlemen there grow rich on their La?id^ 
whilfl the Merchant y having the Taxes laid on his 
Commerce, is impoverifli'd. On the contrary, Guel- 
** derland is fo low and out of Caih, that Amfterdam 
*' hath been fiin, for many Years, to lay down the 
" Taxes for Them ; which is, in Effeft, to pay the 
** Taxes of Guelderland too. 

Struggle and contrive as you will ; lay your Taxes 
as you pleafe ; the Traders will fhift it off from their 
** own Gain ; the Merchants will bear the leaft Part of 
it, and grow poor lafl. Li Holland itfelf, where 
Trade is £0 loaded, who, I pray, grows richeft ; the 
Land-holder^ or the Trader ? Which of Them is 
pinch 'd and wants Money moft ? ■ A Country 

may thrive, the Countr^^ Gentleman grow rich, and 
Jiis Rents increafe, ( for it hath been {q here) whilH the 
Land is lax'd ; but I challenge any one to fliew me 
a Country^ wherein there is any confidcrable Chai*ge 
raifed, where the Land does not mofl fenfibly tcel ir, 
and in Proportion bear much the greater Part of it. 
I believe the Reader will not look upon thefe Quota- 
tions as tedious, or unnecefTury, though they have 
fweU'd my Paper to fuch an unufual Length. For 
my Part, they fcem fo -very appofite to the Purpoie^ 
fb clear, full, and eyen demonllrative, that if the grie- 
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vous Load of a long-continued Land-Tax Ihould have ftill 
left fome Prejudices in the Minds of the Briti/b Free- 
holders , a due Attention to the Scope and Fotcq of tJbe/e 
jirguments muft, 1 think, root them up and intirely 
diffipjte them away. 

Tbefe Gentlemen would likcwifc do well to confider 
that although They have long groan'd under the PrefTure 
of a Land-fax^ yet it hath been continued only from 
Year to Year, for the current Expcnccs of the Govern- 
ment ; and a.? there is a great Numl:)cr of the moft con- 
fiderable Land-holders in both Houlcs of Parliament, it 
may be rcafonably fuppofcd that They will lay hold of 
the firft Opportunity to cafe Themfelvcs from this 
Burthen. Whereas We are taught by Experience that 
£xr//fi commonly become /rr/^//^///, even almoft with- 
out Exception, when they arc once laid ; and as this 
Scheme is dcfign'd only to fupply the Neceflities of the 
Government, in Time o^ Peace, (0 the Proje^ors'wWl^ 
I fear, have Recourfe to a Land-Tax, upon the firft ex- 
traordinary Occafion either at home or abroad, without 
giving up a Shilling of the Excife ; and then I think 
the Freeholders 0^ Great Britain cannot he in a worfe 
Condition, unlcfs the Prcji^ors flioukl think fit, in their 
great Wifdom, to colltd the Land-Tax alio by the 
Laivs ofExciJe. 

It will be laid, perhapr, that the Parliament hath it 
in their Power 10 reduce the Excife, whenever it grows 
exorbitant, or burthenfomc ; but This I ^eny, if it 
fhould be made perpetual ; for, in fuch a Cafe, They 
cannot do it without the.Confcnt of the Crown ; and I 
think it fomcwhat improbable that tlie Court will e\'er 
part withfuch a Jewel, as long as They can keep it. 

Befidcs, all Attempts to diniinifli any ^Revenue^ when 
once granted, arc thought invidious, and treated as 
MariiS of DifafFcftion to the Government itfclf. This 
deters many Pcrfons from joining in any fuch Attempts, 
and others are prevailed on by Goodnature, plauliblc 
Pretences, or Applications of a worfe Kind ; i;^ that 

the 
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the only wife Method of keeping the Crown within its 
proper Bounds, is to fupprefs all Incroachmcnts - in 
their Birth. 

Laftly, let it be confidei'd that if tlie Crown fhould 
ever obtain a ftanding Revenue, fufficient to defray a 1 
the ordinary Ex pence 5 of the Grjernment^ ( and Nobody 
can pretend to fay what a general Excife may produce) 
what Occafion will there be for the Parliament to meet 
at all, unlefs upon extraordinary Emergences ? 

As I chole to illuftrate and ftrcngthen 'the former Part 
of this Paper with the Authorities of Sir William Temple 
and Mr. LockCf it may be proper to acquaint the Rcrulcr 
that what I have faid lull is as ilrongly fupporrei by the 
Rcafonings of Mr. Hampden, who prefers a Land-Tax^ 
or even the Revival of the Chimney-Money, to any Kind 
dt new Excife s \ which muflend, as He obiervcs very 
juflly, in a general Excife, 

He concludes his Confi derations on this SuhjeSf, as I 
fliall do at prefent, in the following remarkable Words. 

" One Thing, I think, all arc for ; the prefcrvmg 
** of the Conjiitution, and the maintaining our Liberty, 
** for the Sake whereof all this Money is to be raifcd; 
*« and That is All, which I am pleading for. Let no 
** Man be milled by a Pretence of Conz'ejiience, or dif 
<« hwrthening his Lknd in this Way of Taxing. All 
«* Thofc are miilaken Arguments ,• and though they 
** were not fo ; though all the Conveniences in the 
<* World were to be found in this new Method ; though 
" there were ever lb great Eife :o our Lands in it ; yet 
*' the fmgle Confidcration of what the Nation hazards 
•' in giving a Revenue, that probably will nez^er be dif 
•« continued, and the Danger, to which the Liberties of 
•* the Kingdom will be expofed, \^ c\tt iht Crozvn Jhall 
'* be rich enough to gcz'ern w it h o u t P a a l i a m b n t s, 
** is abundantly fufficient to over-ballance whatever can 
«* be alledged to the contrary fi om Topicks of prefent 
•* Eafe, or private Inter eft. The Constitution, 
«* the Constitution is our Happinefs. Let any 
Vol. X. F *« Inconvenience 
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" Incimvmtnut be fubmitted lo, rathff than That be 
" broughf into Danger. We ftand ujwn a necdlels 
" Point. The V.tV!T.ut ef tkt Cruten is (a very high. 
'• already, that use Rtmove more docs our Burinels. 
•' England can never be undone, but by its own Cctt- 
•• /nit. Have a Care tlien of giving that fatal Coa- 
" Jmt. We have hitJierto b<cn ihc Envy of all our 
" Neighbours for our Liberlies, and the Prmltgei We 



' have 

' and making their _/?rf«;n( Meetings vfcijfary. Let 
' laxei be laid fb, that they may ccafe witli ihcir 
' Cauje, and fo ParUamenli may not become unnecet 
I 6fy. — Ilhall liop here, and fay no more concerning 
' a Land-Tax, becaufe this Paper is loo long alreadj^ ; 
' and becaii.e my chief Inieni in writing it, as I laid 
' htfare, v/aa not lb much to urge Argmncnls for a 
■ Laud-Tax, as to offer fome Con (idcra lions, which 
• might (licw the Danger of a General Excise. ■ 
D. 
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Ihe general Argtiment agdnfl Excises (ondudci 
and JumiiCd up. 

I AVING now gone through the fe^-cral 

I Branches of the Ai^ument againit E»- 

\ CUES, I fhall leave the Mtrchants to 

\ dv-fcnd their own Cau'e, as They miy 

I judge proper, when the Particular' of 

the Scheme ate more fully explaiii'J j 

and I cannot conceal my SaUifafliou, ujwn obfcrving 

that 
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that what I have written upon this Subje£l feems agreea- 
ble to the Sentiments o^ thofe Gentlemen \ for the fea- 
fonable Refolutions, which, I am told. They have 
lately taken to oppoie an Exc'ife^ under any Shape, by 
all dutiful and lawful Methods, are fufficient to jufti fy 
the Courfe of thefe Papers, and to convince the World 
that I have not endeavoured to alarm Them without 
jufl Grounds. 

My chief Defign in this Enquiry was to give the 
Publick a full State of the Subject, in general, without 
entering into any Particulars ; and therefore I would 
not fufFer the Thread of my Argument to be inter- 
rupted by any of thofe Objedlions to ir, which ^have 
bten thrown out in fbme daily Papers ; for though I 
promifed to confider ever^ Thing of Weight, that Jhould 
be urged on the other Side, it cannot be expetled that I 
fhould turn immediately out of the Road, to combat 
fuch Adverfaries as have hitherto appeared againil Me. 
Nay, I belieVe the ProjeSfors themfelves would be very 
unwilling to have it thought that the Strefs of their 
Argument lies in thofe Papers ; and therefore I chufe to 
wait a Week or two longer, in Expeftation of feeii^ 
the Subjedl undertaken by fome abler and better in- 
ftru£led Hands. However, if it fhould appear that 
the ProjeSiora are refolved to purfue their Scheme, and 
rcH the Merits ^of it on the Writings of thefe Gentlemen^ 
the Force of tlieir Objeftions (hall be conlider'd in due 
Time; and if They have nothing in Referve, much 
more to the Purpofe than what They have already 
produced, They will be fo far from having any Reafoii 
to triumph, that my Argument will appear with new 
Strength and Lullre upon fuch an Examination. 

For this Reafon, I hope my Correfpondents will not 
take it ill that I have hitherto made fo little Ufe of 
thofe Papers, with which They have already favour'd 
Me ; for They will eafily perceive, from what I have 
faid, that I reierve them for another Occafion ; and if 
The/ will pleafc to furniih Me with any farther Lights, 

F 2 They 
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They may depend on my paying them all proper Re- 
gard, as far as tliey concur with the Defign of this 
Undertaking, and will ferve to clear up the Point in 
Difputc. 

In the mean Time, it will be proper to recapitulate 
the Subftance of my general Argument, as it hath been 
deduced in the preceding Papers, and lay it in one 
View before the Publick. 

Firji then, it appears that as the Profperity, Riches 
and Stre->gih of this Nation depend on Tra^fy (o all 
poffible Encouragement ought to be given to the Pro- 
iecution of it; and tht Merchant, ox7rader, being the 
moft ufcful Member of the Commonwealth, hath a 
Right, at leall, to the common Privileges of his Fcl- 
low-Subje^.- ; whereas no Perlbn, under the Laws of 
Excifey can be pioperly call'd a Freeman^ or an Engiijb- 
marly being dep-ived of that great and fundamental 
Privilege oi Magna Charta, a Trial b^ Juries ^ and fub- 
jeded to the arbitrary Determination of Ccurt-Officers^ 
who are not only Profecutors, Evidence and Judges in 
their own Caufe, but, being abfolutely dependent on 
the Crown, f ;r the Continuance of their Places, may be 
tempted, in bad Reigns, to give unjuft Sentences again!): 
particular Men, in order to gratify the Malice, or 
Avarice, o^ 2i corrupt Miriijier, Nor is This the only 
bad Circumilancc olExcifesy whh Regard to Trade i 
for no Man can properly call his Goods his own, even 
after the Duty is paid, being always liable to the In- 

Juifition of little Officers, who too often think it their 
)uty to be as vexatious as pofuble; nor can the 
Trader difpofe of them without a Permit from one of 
tbefe Officers j which, befides the Fatigue to Himlclf, 
and the Air of Slavery, that it carries along with it, 
muft prove very prejudicial to the Courl'e of his 
Bufinefs. 

It hath likewifc been proved (I think, beyond 
Difpute) that Excifes affed the Cauic of Liberty in 
general, as well as the, particular Intereft of Trade i 

which 
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which have, indeed, a mutual Dependence on each 
other ; '"for the vaft Number of civil Officers^ which 
the Execution of fuch a Scheme will neceflary fpread 
through all Parts of the Kingdom, muft confequently 
have a very great Influence in the Election of Members 
to ferve in Parliament ; on the Freedom and Indepen- 
dency of which the Welfare of the who'c Nation, 
the Liberties of the People, and the very Being of the 
Conftitution abfolutely depend. 

I have alfo traced the Origin of ExcifcSy as far as 
Hiftory gives us any clear Light into them, and fhewn 
• by what Methods they were firft introduced into thefe 
Parts o{ Europe I from whence it appears that they have 
coniiantly been the Forerunners oi arbitrary Power, and 
were never fufier'd in 2Xiy free Country, till Convulfions 
in Government, and prefling Exigences of State have 
made them neceflary. It is likewife evident from this 
Enquiry that they have been felJom or -never laid afidc, 
when once railed, though under the moil plaulible Pre- 
tences and Promifes that they were intended only to 
fupply a prefent NcceJJity, and fliould be taken off again, 
as foon as the Occafion ceafed. 

From thence I proceeded to the Nature of a general 
Excife 5 and have, I believe, convinced every difintc- 
reflcd Man in England thit the Execution o^ this Scheme 
can end in nothing lefs than fuch a gcncrAl^ extended 
^aXy in whatever Senfe it may be under ilood ; efpecial- 
]y, if Wc confider the Multiplicity of Krcifes, both 
on native and imported , Commodities, already ellablifh'd 
in this Kingdom, which have begun to infinuate 
themfelves into private Families, as well as puhlick 
Houfes. It hath been proved, at Icait, ihat thisProjcSl 
haih a direft and immediate Tendency to fuch a general 
Excife^ as hath been conftanily oppofed by the befl 
Englipmen in all Ages, particularly fmcc the RcvoLi' 
tion, and feems Cdlculated to bring a Lord-Dane (as 
Mr. Hampden obferves) into every one of our Families. 

F 3 Having 
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f lavlni: maJc ihe^e Remarks on Excifes in genera!, 
and the ScWmi: nov^- in Agitation, with Regard to the 
Ti^Je, Libciiica and Confti:ution of Great BrUa/n, I 
procccdt J to the LdUcr-writer'i Obje^ions agaitift 
Duties 071 Import >it 10 ft, under the feveral Articles of 
Drawbacks, Premium: on prompt Paymenty Charges tf 
Comfr.iJTiGu, F.audi, Smuzgfing, Sec. and 1 flatter my felf 
, that 1 have evinced the Fallacy, or FalfhooJ of all his 
Arguments and Aflcrtions on thefe Heads ; for I think 
it demon fii-a hie that ihcConverfion of the Cu^oms into 
Exci/es would be lb far from remedying any ofthcfc 
Evils, real or fuppofcd, that it mull have a quite con- 
trary EfFeft ; and the Advantages propoicd by it fcem 
equally groundlefs and chimerical. The People^ I am 
iyyxty can receive no Eafe from fuch a Scbgrne, how- 
ever the ProjcSiors may flatter Them with it, unlefs 
Poverty and Slaz'ery are to be eftcem'd Bleflings; and I 
leave the World to judge whether a Decreaje of Trade 
(which is the natural and almoll ncceflary Conlequence 
of the ether) is likely to be attended with an Improve^ 
fnent of the Revenue. But I'uppofmg That to be the 
Cafe, I hope the fingle Confidcration of fome Advan- 
tL'.ge to the Cretan will never be put in O>mpetition 
with the Liberties; and Conllitution of a whole NatiM. 

ThePind^ice of Holland hath been fb much trumpeted 
in our Ears, on this Occafion, both within Doors and 
without, that I thought it neceflliry to fliew the mon- 
flrouslnconciufivenefs and Abfurdity of fuch Reaibnings 
from the dificrcnt Circumftanccs of the two Nations, in 
almoft every Particular. I have likewife obferved that 
the Excifes of Holland diftcr very materially from 
Thofc in England, and that their Officers have not the 
feme Power to fearch Houfes, or keep the People under 
Subjeftion. Indeed, this Argument, drawn from the 
Ufe of Excifes in Holland, is fo very ridiculous, as 
well as impolitick, that I hope i\\t Projectors and their 
Advocates will h:ive the Modefty to infill upon it no 
loiter ; but We miy lee from hence to what little 

Shifts 
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Shifts Men are driver, when They engage in Proje^s, 
fo contrary to the Inteiefls and Inclinations of a whole 
People. 

hafth$ I have conrider'd this Scheme in View to a 
Land-fax ; the Reduftion, or Abolition of which hath 
been- thrown out as a Bait to catch weak and unthink- 
ing Minds 5 but I hope They are now Efficiently arm'd 
againft fuch a Snare by the Reafonings of Mr. Locke 
and Mr. Hamfderty who'e excellent Judgment and good 
Scnfe have been as little difputed, as their Zeal and 
Afie^ion for thofe Principles of Liberty, on which the 
prefent Government is {o happily elhblifh*d. 

I have, at the fame Time, taken particular Care ta 
prevent any Mifreprefentation of my Meaning, as if I 
was pleading for the Continuance of a Land-Tax ; 
which is fo far from being my Defign, that I have all 
along acknowledged the great Hard/hi p of it, and con- 
tended as much as any Man for a ReduSiion of our Ex» 
fences, which is the only effeftual Way of eafing the 
the Britijb Land-holders. It is, indeed, for this Reafbn 
that I liave exerted-my Endeavours fo flrcnuoufly to 
prevent the Ellablifhment of a general Ex cife, which 
would end in a fcrpetual Land-Tax on their Eftates, 
under another Name, infinitely more grievous and 
burthenfomc than was ever yet felt in this Kingdom. 

I have likcwife added a feafonable Caution, that as 
a general Excife will certainly be permanent, when 
once obtained, fo the Exemption of Land will be only 
temporary and precarious; perhaps, for a Year or two' 
only; or as long as the Afiairs o^ Europe may continue 
in their prefent State of Tranquility ; but it is ridiculous 
to fuppofe that the ProjcSfors will not have Recourfe to 
a Land-Tax, upon the firft extraordinary Occafion for 
Money ; and thus the Freeholders of Great Britain 
may live to fee Themfelves faddled with both thefe 
' Burthens at the fame Time. 

The Reader hath now the Sum of my Argument in 
one View, from which He will be the better able to 

judge 
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judge of the fevcral Points, on which it is founded, 
and to which the Advocates for Excifes ought to give 
a direft Anfwcr, if The v are refolved to proceed in the 
Juftffication of their Scheme. 

But I hope They will chufe to defift, and give us 
one Inflance of their real Conceni for the Principles of 
Liberty, and the Intereft of their Country ^ \^y refufing to 
facrifice them, in fo elTential a Point, for, any lucrafive 
Conji derations. 

1 fhall therefore conclude the whole with obferving, 
that lithis Scheme hath fuch a mahifeft Tendency to a 
general Excife, or to bring the People oi England under 
the Lazvs and Officers ofExcife, in Oppoiition to Magna 
Charta itfelf and the fundamental Laws of our Confti- 
tuticn ; if it is of fuch pernicious Confcquence to the 
Trade^ ManufaSfures and Navigation of this Kingdom, 
and cannot poflibly anfwer one good, or falutary End 
propofed by it ; but, on the contrary, will put a finifh- 
mg Hand to all our Misfortunes, and deprive us of our 
moll diftinguifhing Privileges above other Nations ; if 
This, I fay, Ihould appear to be the Cafe, We have 
Reafon to hope that our Reprefentatives in Parliament 
will rcjedl the very Propofal o^jtich a Scheme with the 
utmoft Indignation ; and if the Proje^ors fhould con- 
tinue .to profecute it, in Defiance of Reafon and againft 
the general Scnfe of the whole People, I muft leave the 
World to judge whether it will not be an undeniable 
Proof that They ar^ more follicitous after Power, tharf 
, the Welfare or their Country, or the Honour and Hap- 
pinefs of his Majeily's Government. Z>. 
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Seme Cmjidtratmi wi the Daagerj and Offreponi of » 
Standing Army. 

SHALL now proceed, iti Ptirruanec of 
a laie Promife, lo tlie Conddsration erf 
a STANDING Army, and will exa- 
.viclr [he lame Freedom and 
\ Plainncfs that I have treated the Sibemt 
e/Excifa; to which it beats fo near an 
Analqgy, that the Tranfition is too natural from ene to 
^ ether. 

This Snbjefi hath, indeed, been fo often and fo fully 
dilculTed, on feveral Occalion; (ince the Refolulhx, both 
within Doors and without, that the Examination ofi^ 
at prelent, may be thoLight both unnecelfary and fruit- 
Irfsi but it is a Point of fuch Importance to the Li- 
berties of ihe whole Nation, and the veiy Coiillitution 
^f our Government, that it ought to be perpetual!/ 
rung in the Eirs of the People, and never givtn up, 
whJlft ihcre remains the kail Hope, or Profpea, of 
Deliverance, Whatever therefore may be ihcSuccels of 
my Endtavour?, I am tefolved to exeit them, as far as 
I am able, againft theEIkbliihment of a P^i'i^/-, which 
I apprehend to be of the molt grievous Nature, as well 
as the moft dangerous and terrible Confequencc in a 
/ret Cesntry. 

1 Hiall confine myfelf, in this Difquifition, to the 
following Poinis. 

I. I will explain the Dangers <3l ^ ftaniing Armj, 
in general, to the Confticutioa of a frit GK'trnmcni- 
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2. I will confider whether there is any Nepeffity, at 
prefent, of keeping up the far/ft Number of Forces in 
this Kingdom. 

3 . I ^vill enquire and point out where the Strength 
of the Nation really lies. 

i am induced to follow this Method, not only for the 
Sake of Brevity and Clearnefs, but becaufe I find it 
chalk'd out to me by the Author of the Free-Briton, _ in 
his Papers upon this Subjcd, lafl March ; in which He 
hath done little more th.m reported the Sentiments of 
his Patron, as will be obvious to any Body, who gives 
Him felf the Trouble of comparing his Papers with the 
Speech of that honourable Gentleman, on the fame Oc- 
cafion, which is fmcc made publick. This, indeed, it 
his ufual Manner of writing on all Subjects, which fell 
under the Deliberation of Parliament ; and for this Pur- 
pofe Hq fatigues Himfelf (as He is plcafed to expreft 
it) with Attendances in either Houfe. I muft therefore 
dcfire the Gentlemen on the other Side to excufe me for 
taking the fame Liberty with their Arguments, which 
are likewiie printed, and fometimes prefuming to make 
Ufe of their Expreffions, when I cannot change them, 
without lofing fome Part of their Force and Spirit. ■■■ 
But to proceed. 

I propofe then, in the Jirft Place^ to explain the 
Dangers of a {landing Army, in general, to the Confti- 
tution of a free Government, 

And here I muft begin with observing that the Ad- 
vocates for ftanding Armies endeavour to make a Di^ 
flindlion, where there is really no Difference* They 
tell us, with a great deal of Pomp and Confidence, that 
They have no Thoughts of a ftanding Army, and con- 
tend only for a Land-Force, fufScient lo prevent any . 
fudden Attempt, to be raifed and continued by Confent 
of Parliament. 

Nothing furely can be more ridiculous than to hear 
Men infill on fuch a Difcrimination, when the Fallacy" 
of it hath been fo ofcen expofed by ArgumenL and fo 

folly 
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fiilly coniirm'd by a long Courfe of Experience. Will 
any Man pretend to fay that a numerous Body of ' 
regular Forces, kept up without Intermiffion for aboyc 
forty Years paft, though with the Confent of Pariia- 
ment, is not to all Intents ind Purpoles a ftanding 
Armj? Docs not ftt<y a Parliamentary Force give the 
Crown, vyhich hath the fole Command of it, the fame 
Power as any ftanding Army whatfoeyer ? And there- 
fore can it be faid, with any Regard to Truth or 
Modelly, that our Conftitution is in no Danger from 
it? Are not ^i'/i'. equally oppreffive to the People, at 
whofe Expence they are maintain'd ; and may not one 
be made Ufe of to take away their Liberties, as well 
as the other ? In former Reigns, indeed, Ibme of 

our Princes raifed and maintained Armies, by Virtue of 
their own Authority, under the Pretence of Preroga- 
tive, This was Gon^emnM as illegal, ibon after the Re^ 
volutian ; and the Reafon of diftinguilhing between a 
national^ or Parliamentary Arm% and a royal Army, in 
xhcBill of Rights, was founded on a Prefumption that 
a free Parliament, which was likewife provided for in 
defame Bill, would never confent to a ftanding Army ^ 
in Times of Peace, when there could be no Oecafion 
for them, befides oppreffing and enflaving the People. 
But if an ambitious Prince, or a wicked Minifter, Ihould 
ever find Means to corrupt the Parliament into their 
Meafures, it would no Doubt be a great Confolation to 
the People of England that . their Chains have been 
forged by their own Reprefentativesy and rivetted on 
Them by the Authority of Law. 

I am ready to allow that there is a material Dif- 
ference between the late King Jameses Army, kept up 
without Confent of Parliament, atid That at prefent 
fubfiilingi but fuppofing King James's Army had re- 
ceived the Sanftion of Parliament, would it have been 
the lefs grievous and terrible to the People ; or might it 
not, in ihat Ca e, have proved a more cfte^iual Inllru- 
ment for compleating their D(.ib:u6Uon ? 

We 
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We are told, indeed, that a Parliamenlaiy Arm/ 
never yet did any Harm to this Nation ; an Aflerdon, 
which contains fuch a glaring and palpable Falfhood, 
that it hardly dcferves any Confutation. What, I pray, 
was Croff.'wePs Army ? Was it not a Parliamentary 
Jrmy, in the ilrifteft Senfe; being raifed, commit 
fion'd and fupportcd by the Parliament only, without 
any Dependence on the Cretvnf Yet did not even 
that Amy turn againll their Matters, upon the iirft 
Difgull, and ereft a Tyranny to Themfelves, upon the 
Ruins of the Conftitution ? 

To This it hath been anfwcr'd, that Cromwel was 
obliged to purge, garble and model his Army, before 
He could put his Dcligns in Execution ; which is very, 
true, indeed, but nothing to tlie Purpole; for the 
Crown being invefted with the fole Command of our 
Armies y as I obfcrvcd before, the Priree and his Mi- 
niftcrs have it in their Power to do the fame, when- 
ever They think fit; and though it cannot, perhaps 
be eflb^led without Notice and Ob.'ervaiion ; yet who 
will be able to prevent it; especially if a corrupt Par- 
liament fliould, at any time, concur with the Court in 
fuch a Dcfign ? 

Another Argument, in Favour of thefe Parliament 
tary Armies, as they are fomewhat improperly calPd, 
is, that they are continued only from Year to Year, This 
hath been the conltant Cant ever fince the Revolution^ 
and is now grown fo ftale a Pretext, that it Would be 
an Affiont to common Senfe to give it a ferious Anfwer, 
or fuppofe any Man fo weak as to be deluded by it any 
longer ; for where is the Difference between a perpetual^ 
eftablijh^d Arm% and the Jame Number of Porces con' 
tinued from Year to Year, as little more than Matter of 
Form ? For my Part, I can fee none ; unlefs it confifts 
in the Aggravation of being amufed with repeated 
Slopes and Promifcs of feeing them disbanded. 

But We are farther told that We need not have any. 
Apprehcnlions from the prefent Army^ bccaufe there are 

fome 
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Gentlemen in it of the beft Eftates and families ^a^ 
I ft us ; who never can be fuppofed capable rf' joining 
wy Meafures for enjlaving a Country^ where ^ey 
f fo great an Inter eft ^ and where, their Anceftors 
r fo. cfien ftgnatized Thernfelves in the Cauje of 
^rty. 

IS plaufible as this Argument may feem, I am 
id it is not altogether conclufivc; , for though Men 
^irth and Eftate have certainly more Reafbn to 
d againft any Invalions on the Confutation of their 
ntry than meer Soldiers of Fortune ; yet We often 
:hat the Third of Power and Command is apt to 
'ail, in ambitious Minds, over the native Love of 
2rty, and all Regard for the Welfare of Pofterity. 
fjerefore any Prince fhould be abk to make it their 
lediate Intereft to concur with Him in his Defign% 
^rmy, commanded hyfucbMen^ would certainly 
f the mofl formidable Nature. I am ready to alJow 
Qfficen^ who are obliged to follow the Camp for 
velyhood, lye under greater Temptations to obey 
Orders ; but then it ought to be conllder'd that, 
uch a Cafe, all the Nobility and Gentry in the 
gdom would unite againft Them, and give us a 
Chance of defeating their Defigns ; whereas if a 
t Number o^ thcfc Gentlemen fhould be induced, by 
Confidcrations, to aft in Concert with the Prin^'r, 
put Themfelves at the Head of his ^r^wy, all their 
itions,- Dependents and Folb.vers would naturally 
w Themfclvefs into the fame Scale, and thereby 
jh down the popuhr Inter eft. This was, in a great 
ifure, the Ca'e of dejar^s Army and of Cromcvers 
\y. This is, at prefent, the Cafe of the Armies in 
tee, Spain, Germany, and other dcfpotick Coun- 
; where the Nobility participate with the Prince 
he Dominion overihcir miferable Fellow-Subjefts ; 
for that Reafon all Attempts to dcli\^er Themrelvei, 
I the Tyranny of a ftandlng Army are vain and . 
rafticable. 
'o L. X. G But 



74 ^^ Cblaftsmam. N^ 338^^ 

But This (God be praifcd !) is not yet our Cafe, and 
I hope revcr will. Nobody can have a better Opinion 
of the frcfcHt Officers of cur Army than myiclf j many 
of whom 1 kiK)w to be Men of llrift Honour and In- 
tegrity, as well as fignal Bravery and Condufl. When 
I have laid This, (and I fpcak it without Irony, 
Flattery, or double Meaning) I hope They vsrill cxcufe 
me for adding, that as We cannot long depend on 
their Service, or on having their Pofls fupply'd witlu 
Genilcmen of the fame Charaftcrs, fo the Continuance' 
of a ftanding Artr.*^ is of very dangerous Confequencc ; 
for (to ufe the Words of a Gentleman of the Houfe of 
Commc7JSy upon this Occafion) tkeir Lives are un- 
certain', nor can We be fure bow long They may he 
continued in Command, fbey may be all difmif^d in a 
Moment, and proper Tools of Power put in their Rcom^ 
Beiidcs, as the fn?ne Gcntlcjnnn obfcives, the Af- 
feBions cf the Soldiers towards their Country, the 
Honour and Integrity of the Undcr-C£icers are not to 
be depended en. By the military I^aw, the Adminijlra- 
tion ofju/iiee is fo quick, and the P unifments fo fcvcre^ 
that neither Officer, nor Solditr dares offer to difpute 
the Orders cfhis iupreme Commander. He mujf not 
consult his own Inclinations. If an Officer were com* 
mandcd to pull his own Father cut cf this Houfe, he 
muft do it. He dares ?iot difobey. Imr.ediate Death 
would be the fure Confcqucnce cf the Icafl Grumbling, 

But all the Jacobites in the Kingdom, it Iccms, ex- 
claim loudly againfl a ftanding Army. -^hxi^ what thent 
Are We obliged to approve every Thing, that the 
Jacobites condemn ? 1 believe, They dread a famine^ 
a Pefi Hence, or a ge?ieral Excife ; and ought We to 
pray for any of of thofc Curfes, in meer Spight to the 
Jacobites?— 'Surely, there are Ways enough of 
cxprefling our Aficd^ion for his prefent Klajefty, as a 
certain Gentleman once obferved^ without imitating 
^e humorous Lietitenant and falling in Love with 
Jiis Guards, 

The 
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The Advocates for a ftanding Army go higher ftill, 
and draw the pcrfonal Virtues of the King into theiif' 
Argument. — ** The Queltion now before us, fays art 
** honour able Gentleman, does not any Way relate to 
•* the Prefer vat'on, or Lofs of our Liberties, We ard 
*' not to fuppofe. We cannot fuppo!^e that his Majeftsj 
•* is to employ the Forces We are to keep on Foot ia 
*« any illegal Wizy ; or that He is to makeUfe oiTbem, 
•• or 2LX\y other means, to incroach updn the Ltbetttes 
** of our Country. We have had fufficieht Experience 
•« of his Majefty's Wifdom and Goodnefs not to enier- 
«* tain the leaft Sufpicion of any fuch Defign. 

This is not only a fallacious, but a moft difingenuoua: 
Method ofReafoning; and however it may prevail 
within Doors, will ha^'e no Sort of Weight upon us 
iVithout ; for though We are always ready to acknow- 
ledge his Majelty's Wifdom and Goodnefs, yet We can- 
not think them a fufficient Security againft the Dangers 
of a ftanding Arm'f. This was the general Scnfe of 
the-Parliament, as well as the Nation, after the Peacef 
ofRyfwick; when King William was obliged to dif- 
Iwind the greateft Part of his Army, though tiobody 
ever difputed his Wifdom, and all the Friends of 
Liberty applauded his Goodnefs, Nay, it is very re- 
markaole that the Contimiavce of the Arm^, at that . 
Time, was oppofed the mod llrenuoufly by Thofe, 
who were known to be cordially in the Intereft of the 
Kevolution, and could not be fufpefled di 2,Xiy J acobite 
Principles, or Intentions. Amongft others, I cannot 
forbear mentioning the late Mr. Trenehard, who wrote 
fo boldly, fb judly, and even prophetically againft a 
fianding Army, th^t I wifh every EngHfiman would 
review his Arguments, at this Junfture, as they are 
puMr(h*d in the lecond Volume oi State Trafls. 

I mention This, for the Honour of Mr. frencbardi* 
becaufe I Bndfome Gentlemen are willing to impute the 
Mifcarriages of the Partition Treaty and all the fubfc-^ 
qiicnt Misfortunes of that Reign to the Redu^ion of th^ 
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jfrfftyj after the "Peace of Ryfzoick ; whereas nothing 
can be more falfe and ridiculou?, as I have fliewM al- 
ready in another Place. 

I mention it likewife to expofe the poor Artifice of 
pleading the perfonal Virtues of any Prince as an Argu- 
ment for keeping up a ftanding Armj ; for the more 
Virtues He pofrefTes the more beloved He will certain- 
ly be, and confcquently have lefs Occafion to fupport 
Himfelf by force. The belt Man in the World ought 
not to be trufted with the Liber.ica of a People, wha 
cannot properly he faid to be free^ ^vhen They have 
put it in the Prince^b Power to make Him elf abfolute at 
PJeafure; for it is an excellent Obfcrvition of the late 
Mr. Fletcher of Saltotvn, that n Government is not only 
a Tyranny, when tyrannically cxerci cd ; but alfo 
tohen there is no fujficient Caution in the Conjlitution 
that it may not be exercifed tyrannically. 

Befides, We know by fatal Experience that whatever. 
Power is granted to the beft Prince, will be always: 
claim'd as a Right by the worft ; and that a Parlia- 
ment cannot refufc it, without coming almoft to a 
Rupture, and giving Him to uiiierfland that They 
dare not trull Him. 

Let us now turn our Thoughts a little to the Charge 
and Opprejfion of keeping up fuch a Number of Forcea 
in Times of Peace. The Sum granted by Parliament 
for this Purpofe, lalt Year, was 653,216 /. which was 
thought fudicient, not many Years ago, to defray 
more than half the'Expences of the Government ; and 
the Nation is now fo grievoully burthen*d with Debts 
and l^axesy which affedl our irade and Manufactures 
in the moll fenfible Manner, that, inflead of proje6ling 
new Excifes, We ought to think of eafing the People 
from Tome of Thofe already impofed, by a Reduftion 
of our E X pence s. 

But it is likewife to be confider'd that the Sum 
granted by Parliament is not the only Charge of main* 
taining tbefe forces ; for beiides this D53,2Xj5/. .which 

the 
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the Government receives, a very large additional Tax. 
is kid upon Thofe, v^ho are obliged to provide Them 
with garters. There is not a Soldier quarter'^d upon 
an Innkeeper, in Town or Country, (as a very worthy 
Gentleman obferved ) but what cofis that Innkeeper near 
ai much as He cofis the Government ; befides being fub- 
jedl tq the capricious Humours and infolent Behaviour, 
to the Wafte, Incroachments and Extortions oi fuch 
Inmates, Nobody can travel the Country without 
hearing Complaints of this I^ind, or being convinced 
of the Juftnels of them with his own Yjy^% ; and 
thus We fee thefe poAr People are already under the 
worft Complication of Diftempers in tlie World ; an 
Excife and zjlanding Army.'-^—^GoA grant that they 
may not foon afFe<^ us all alike ? 

This hidden Way of raifing Mo?;cy upon the People^ 
(as the fame Gentleman }u6ly calls ii) by Way of Bil- 
leting, is not only a partial and unequal Tax, which falls 
intirely on one particular Body of Men, ^already dillrefs*d 
enougn on other Accounts, but is likcwife attended 
with a farther bad Effed ; as it gives Thofe, who have 
the Direftion of our^r;;7y, an Opportunity of opprcf- 
fing fome Parts of the Nation, and ejfempting others^ 
juft as They happen to pleafe, or difpleafe Them in, 
the Choice of their Reprefentatives. Thus may the 
Freedom of EleBions be violated in the moft effedual 
Manner, and a Parliament pack'd at the Difcretion of 
the Court. 

It is meer Trifling to tell us, that no fuch Things 
have been done in this Reign, or under this Admini- 
Jlration. Perhaps not. We do not charge Them with 
it. But it is notorious that fuch. Things have been 
done, and may be done again, whenever a Miniftcr 
fhall think fit to gratify his Spleen, or find it necelTary 
for his Safety and Support. 

The chief Reafbn why a Britijh Parliament would 
never htas t£ Barracks, was becaufc it feem'd to have 
a Tendency to the Eilablifhment of ^ftandlng Army^ 

G 3 and' 
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and might look as if They admitted it to be a Part of 
OMx Conftitution. But \£ the fame Number 0/ Forces arc 
to be perpetuated on us and our Pofterity, iy a regular 
Continuation from Year to Year, I am not able to 
difcern any great Difference in the Qfe. They are 
how a diftin^ Bods of Men from the reft of the "People ; 
train'd up in different Principles and Cuftoms ; fubjeft 
to different Laws*, and obliged, under the (everefl: 
Penalties, to pay an implicit Obedience to the Orders 
of their commanding Officers. Nay, their commanding 
Officers themfelves are under the fame unhappy Cir- 
cumftanccs, and mull pay the fame blind Obedience to 
their Superiors, 

y^ox are even Thefe all the Evils, which attend a 
/landing Army, We might infill on the frequent par- 
rels, Murders and Robberies committed by Them ; as 
well as the Lofs of fo many ufeful Hands to the Publick, 
and confequendy the great Detriment to Trade, Huf 
handry and Manufactures, To thefe We might likewife 
add the bad Examples o^ Leudnefs, Debauchery and 
Idlenefs, which They fpread through all Parts of the 
Kingdom ; befides other Inconveniences of an inferior 
Nature, which are the neceflary and unavoidable Con- 
iequences of keeping up fucb a Body of Men, in Times 
of Peace, notwithftanding the mod exaft Difcipline and 

the fevereft Punifhments But I have faid enough 

already to fhew the Mifchief, Danger and Oppreffion 
o^ ft An ding Armies; and Ihall conclude, at prefent, 
with obferving that as they have been the Deflruftiori 
of all free Goverments, antient and modem, .fo I hope 
eftedlual and timely Care will be taken to prcferve our 
ov)n, D. 






SaTURDAYji 




if 33^ ra« C»A»TS1IAN. 7J 

N'33p. Saturday, Dec. 30, 1731. 

A Ettiuin fit' li' Nccejfilj cf ieepkg up ihe prclent 
Nunibetof Handing Forces in this Kingdom. 

> A V I N G given my Reafons why a 
^fianding Armj, even with the Conlcnt 
T of ParliamtHt, is dangerous to the Con- 
I ^ixauon of 3i Jree Gov(rament, I am nest 
E to enijuire whether the Continuance of 
'Ax fame Number ef Fortes is neceflary 
tD flie common Safety, at this Junflure. 

the AivMatei for military Power endeavour to (both 
ns into an Opinion that the Liberties of fo powcrfjl a 
Kingdom as Great Britain can never be over-run by an 
Army of eighteen thufand Men. Tliia They ait pleaTed 
to call a Handful of Men ; iho' it is a more numerous 
Body than vvas ever Itept up here, in Times of Peace, 
till of very late Years; unlefs tbefe Gentlemen ihould 
think fit to inftance the Reign of King James the 2d, 
who claim'd a difpenjing Paioer, at the lame Time, and 
inade an open Attack upon all our Laws and tJberties. 
Nay, it ia a much larger Number than was thought ful^ 
ficient for our Security at home, even duiing the two 
laft Wars, whilft a Pretender to the Crown was publick- 
!y entcrtabed at the Court of Frame, and Louii the 
14th lay under the fttongell Temptations, both of Prin- 
ciple and IntereR, to difturb us at home, in order lo di- 
vert us from puthing the War with Vigour abroad. 

Bcfides, tbefe Gentlemen often forget Thcmfelves; and 
eontradift one another in the Courfc of thi; Debate j 
for though, infome Places, They endeavour to ridicule 
our Apprehenfions of Danger from ia fmall ,in Army i 
yet, in others. They pleid for ihtprefent dumber if 
Fonts. 
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Forces, becaufe if We keep up any Army at all, it ought 
to be iufficient to defeat any Attempts, either hyforeigif 
Invafion, or dorrteftick Infur region ; That is, Iufficient 
to awe and fubduc-the People o\ England, as well as any 
fire'tgn Power, thzt may invade us j for as Mr. * 
Trencbard wcry juflly obferves, that Army toh'tcb can do 

no Hurt, can do no Good. It is imtofftble to con- 

fider of a (landing Force, wbtch Jhall be fufficient to 
oppofe a foreign Power, without confiderir^ ity at the 
fame Time, fufficient to J'upprefs the Subjeft at home ; ftfr- 
They muft ^^///Thofe, who, youfuppofe, can beatXJs ;.and I 
muft cvnfefs I am unwilling to depend on theii^ good Will, 
There are many Inftances of Nations, which have 
been fubducd by a much fmaller Number of mereenarj 
Troops than Thofe at prefent in Diijpute ; and, perhaps, 
I might add that no People in the World are more liable 
to thefe Dangers than We in England, where there are 
fo ivN ftrongPlices, and Thofe in the J5r/>j^'j Hands,- as 
well as the Militia and the civil Magiftracy ; befides 
the vail Influence, which the Difpofition of Employ- 
ments, Offices and Honours, ecclefiaflical, civil and 
military, gives Him over many of the Nobility, Gen- 
try and others, in every Country. What therefore could 
a rude, unarmed, undii^iplin'd Multitude do againft 
fuch a firm, imited, and weli-compafted. Force, even 
Suppofing there were noftanding Army to oppofeThem ? 
But when it is back'd with a Body di eighteen tboufand 
regular Troops, nothing but a Miracle could make any 
popular InfurreSion fuccefsful, whatever Provocation* 
there might be for it ; efpeciaUy, if We confider the 
ferther Reflraint of the Kiot-AH, which is fufficient of 
itfelf to crufh any fuch Attempt in its Infancy ; and 
thus the People, in a bad Reign, would be oblig'd to 
fubmit to any Burthens, which their Governors might 
think fit to lay upon Them. 

* See his An/wer to the Ballancing Letjer. Statu 
Tra^s of King William, vol, 2. /• 593. 

I mention 
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I mention ThL", only to fliew the Dangers of Jitcb a 
Tower y in general, without dcfigning to infmuate that 
We have any Rcafon to fear the bad EfTecEls of it, at 
prefcnt j but it certainly behoves a wife People to take 
fome Care for Pofterity ; and as We have often been re- 
duced to the unhappy Ncceffity of afTerthig our Liber- 
ties, Sword in Hand, We ought not to diveft Our- 
fclves, or our Children, of the fame Means, if They 
fliould ever become neceffary, in Times to come ; for 
no People can be juftly cairdyr^*^, as I obferv'd before, 
when They have no dernier Refort from Oppreflion, 
and it is in the Power of the Prince to make Himielf 
ablblute, whenever He pleafes. 

But Wc can entertain no Apprehenfions of this Nature 
from his prefcnt Majcjiy, who defires to reign in tlie 
Hearts of his Subjc^^ ard hath been gnicioully pleas'd 
to promife us from the I'hrone, that He would reduce his 
Forces as fQon as it could be done without Prejudice to the 
common Caufe, and conjijlent with the Intcrcji of his 
Kingdom, 

We were in Hopes, indeed, tjiat the late Treaty of 
Vienna would have put fuch a defireable Opportunity in 
his Hands; and therefore a Redu£lion of the Army was 
propofed and vigoroufly fupported by a great Number of 
Gcndemen, in the lail Seffion of Parliament ; but a cer* 
tain honourable Perfon infilling very ftrongly on the 
Neceffi{y of. keeping them up, for one Tear longer ^ in 
order to fee whether the feveral Powers of Europe 
would acquiefce in the Difpofitions made by our late 
treaties y die Majority thought fit to concur with Him ; 
and fince none of thole Powers have endeavour'd to 
embroil the prefent State of Affairs, We have the utmoft 
Reafon to expedl, nay to depend on a Redudlion this 
Year, when the Expediency of fome Eafe to our Tradfi 
jsmd Manufactures is fo gcnei-ally acknowledged on all 
Sides, however We may differ about the Means. 

I am unwilling to fpecify any particular Number of 
Msn, to which our Army ought to be reduced in the 

prefcnt 
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prefent Junfture ; becaufc I think no miiitaryftanding 
Force at all ought to be made a Part of our Conflitution^ 
nor even kept up from Year to Year, more than is fuffi- 
cient to man our Garrifons at home and abroad ; but 
whatever Reduflion oar Superiors may be plcafed to 
make, I hopf' it will confift in the breaking of intire 
Corps, or Rcgim?nt< ; as That is the only Redudlion^ 
which can give us any Relief from the Danger, or any 
confiderable Eafe from the Expcnce of a Jfand.ngArmy j 
for it ought to be particularly obferved that above half 
our Expcnce, on this Account, is occafion'd by the great 
Number of CommiJJion and Non'CommiJJion Officeri^ 
who compofe our prefent Army ; and in This too con- 
lifk our chief Danger ; for as the Reduiflion of zfew 
private Men in each Company would produce no con- 
fiderable Saving to the Publick, fo neither would it caife 
Us from any reafonable Fears on that Account. Whilft 
i^i^Jame Corps are preferved, which are properly the 
Stamina of an Army, it will be a very eafy Matter, zx^ 
any Time, to fill tiiem up, by on'y beating a Drum 
about Town; and therefore I (hould look upon the 
prefent Army to be almoft as dangerous to our Confti-. 
tution, though the Companies of each Regiment were 
reduced to twent-^ Men each. It . is like wife proper ttr 
obferve, in this iPlace, that though our Army does not 
aftiount to quite 18000 Men, yet, confidering the lotff 
Eft ablijhment of the Regiment Sy They maybe veryeafily 
increafed to a very formidable Number, without any 
confiderable Charge to the Crown. 

But fince our Reprefentatives thought fit, laft Year, to 
contend only for a Redudio^) of the Army to twelve: 
thoufand Men, as a minui Malum, let us admit that 
Numl-ier to be neceffary, at prefent, and fee what hath 
been objeded to fuch a Rcdudion. 

Mr. Walftngham tells u?, that four thoufand Men are 
abfolutely neceffaryfor the Security ^Scotland, and that 
two thoufand f?!?<7r^, commonly calPd\viVoXiA?i, are made 
Vfetofto garrifon the fortified Tmns gi^ England j fo (bat 

if 
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^ihe Number Jhould be reduced to twelve thoufknd Men, 

there would be no more than fix thoufand, who could be 
made Ufe rfy on any fudden Occafion^ to repel Attempts 

from abroady or to quell Infurreciions at home. He adds, 
that Part ofthefe fix thoufand Men, and a 'Oery great 
Part^ too, muft be encamped about London, for the Pre* 

fervation of common ^tetin /^^ Capital of the King^ 
dom, — As the latter Part of this Argument is taken d- 
moll verbatim from the Mouth of his honourable Patron, 

. I (hall. pay more Regard to it than it would otherwifc 
deferve. 

I will admit, for Argument Sake, that four thoufand 
Men are necejfaryfor the Security ^Scotland; 
That i«, not fo much to prevent any Invafion from 
abroad, as to keep Them in a proper Subjcdlion to Eng- 
land i for They are certainly a People of a very Hub- 
born Spirit, and do not pay tliQir Taxes with the fame 
Alacrity with their Neighbours a little moitfouthward. 
As an Englijhman therefore I can have no Objedtion 
againft bridling o^ Scotland; though I might, perhaps, 
be of a different Opinion, if I had been born on the 
other Side of the Tweed. But I muft beg Leave to 
wifh, on the fame Principle, as an Englifjman, that 
We had fome Security that the Forces, whicJi may be 
ncceffary for that Employment in Scotland, fhaJl never 
be made' Ufeoffor the fame Purpofe here ; and 1 think 
it would not be unreafonable to make it equally penal, 
by Law, for thole Forces to pafs the Tweed, as it was 
for thfe Roman Army, employed abroad, to pafs the 
Rubiconi 

1 will likewife admit two thoufand Invalids to be nc- 
ceffary for garrifoning our fortify'd Towns, without any 
ferther Enquiry, and proceed to the Queftion whether 

fix thoufand Men are not fuffieient for all other juft and 
iicalbnable Purpofes of the State, in Times of Peace. 

We are told by the Free-Briton and his Patron, (for it 
is impofTible to difunite Them) that a very great Part 
^ thii number is necejfary to guard tb€ QaviTAh, ' 

lam 
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I am ready to allow that, in Times of Danger, when 
We have Reafon to apprehend an Invafion from abroad, 
or a Rebellion at home, it is neceffary to prevent any 
Infurreftions in the Capital of the Kingdom ; but 1 can- 
not poflibly conceive what Occafion there can be for a 
Body o't foury or five thoufand regular Forces to fecure 
the Quiet of London^ in Times of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity, like the prefent. The civil Magijlrate, with the 
Affiilance of the Militia^ under proper R^ulations, 
would certainly be fufficient to quell any little Tumults, 
which may happen to arife there. ■■ But of This I 
fhall fpeak mere fully in another Paper, 

The Kings of England have been fo long attended 
with a Body-Guard of regular Forces, that it would 
be thought Want of Refpeft to deny his prefent Ma- 
jefty the fame military Equipage, which his Prcdecef- 
fors have enjoy 'd fincc the Refi oration \ but furely a 
much lefs Number than Thofe, now quartcr'd about 
London and call'd Guardsy would be fumcient for this 
Purpore ; and nobody, I believe, will inlift on the 
NecefTity of Them for prefeiving the Peace at Opera's 
and Phy-houfes, 

I mention This, without any Intention of pointing 
out the prefent Regiments of Guards as the mofl pro- 
per Corps to be broken, or reduced ; but only to fhew 
that fomc of Them may be fafcly drawn out, upon 
Occafion, to fcrve other Purpofes, befides guarding the 
Pcrfon of his Majefly, and fccuring the Quiet 0? the 
Capital. 

Let us now take a View of the more general Argu- 
ments againft a Redu^ion. 

Firfly it is faid by a mofl ingenious and florid Orator ^ 
that We never did yet reduce our Army, but that Re^ 
duSfion was the Occafion of fome Plot, or Machination 
againft us. To fupport this Objedlion, He inftances the 
kte Rebellion in Scotland, the Spanifif Invafion, and 
the Bifhop of Rochcfter^s Confpiracy, in the lall Reign, 
as the Gottiequenccs of reducing our Jrmy^ at fe^slrii 

l-ime$. 



Times. To Thefe He might add the South-Sea Scheme, 
the Penny-P oft 'Letter Plot, and Be/fonPs Confpiracy, 
which %re all as much to the Purpofe. The only An- 
fwer I fhall make to this Objeftion is» that it will hold 
equally ibong againft a Reduction, at any Time, and 
is plainly calculated with a Defign to prepare us for a 
perpetual ft an ding Army. 

Of the fame Nature is the Argument o^ another very 
honourable Gentleman^ concerning the Danger of having 
the Pretender stol'n in upon us. This naturally puts 
us in Mind of Mr. Bays'/ A-my in the Rehearfal, which 
lay Incog at Knights-bridge. But, to be as ferious as 
poffible on fuch an Occafion, will not this Argument 
always hold, as long as there b a Pretender to the 
Crown-; and fince the Perfttn^ who now claims it,, 
hath feveral Children already born, when can We hope 
to be relieved from the Burthen of a ftanding Army, ac- 
cording to this Method of Reafoning ? 

The fame Gentleman is pleafed to obferve, that the 
Intereft and Credit, which every State in Europe hath, 
or can expe&, in the pub lick ^Negotiations thereof, depends 
entirely upon the dumber of regular Troops T}jey can com- 
mand upon any Emergency. 

Now to This I reply, that if our Reputation abroad 
depends intirely upon the Number of our ftanding 
Army at home, as He afferts. We ought to keep up three 
or iour Times the Number ; but 1 muft beg Leave to 
apprehend that our Influence abroad depends on quite 
different Points, as I Ihall hereafter endeavour to dcmon- 
(Irate. 

This leads me to another Argument, in Behalf of 
ftanding Armies, which hath been advanced by Ibme of 
his Advocates ; I mean, that We ought to keep up at lea/t 
fifty, er fixty thoufand Men, if our Country was not an 
Island; and, perhaps, I might have nothing to urge 
againft it, if That was really our Cafe ; but fmce God 
hath been pleafed to encompafs us with a natural De- 
fence of Seas and R^cks^ I cannot pofSbly conceive 
. Vox. X. H what 
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what Purpofe fuch a Suppofition can ferve in the prelent 
Argument. 

As to the DifaffeEiton of the People, which hath lilce- 
wile been urged, on this Occafion, I think it fufficient 
to anfwer that nothing ferves the Caufe of Jticobitifm 
fo much as keeping up a numerous ftanding Army, in 
^imes of Peace. To This I will add an old Obfer- 
vation, and jp very juft one, though it may leem a 
little paradoxical ; viz. that the moft likely Way to bring 
in the Pretender, is burthentfig the People with a large 
Handing Army to keep Him out. 

It hath been farther urged, by the fame Gentlemen^ 
that a Reduction of whole Regiments would be at- 
tended with great Hardfhips on many of thofe brave 
Officer Sy who have ferved their Country faithfully 
in the late Wars, and are difabled, by their Profef- 
fion, from getting a Lively hood in any other Way. 
I heartily \vifh there was no Weight in this Ob- 
je6lion ; which I really think to be an Obje£tion 
again ft 2i Jlanding Arm'^'va general, as it breeds up fo 
many Gentlemen to that Way of Life, and will always 
be a powerful Motive againft any Reduction. But as no- 
body , can have a more affeftionate Concern for thofe 
Gentlemen than myfelf, fo I believe I may venture to 
promife for the Nation, in general, that if They were 
ilire of Ixiing relieved from the Burthen and Dangers of 
a ftanding Army, in Times to come. They would not 
grumble at any Provifion, which the Parliament might 
think fit to make for the reduced Officers. 

It is natural to make one Rcflcftion on the Tenor of 
all thefe Argumcn;s ; by which the honourable Gentle- 
man and his Advocates leem refolved to fulfil the Pre- 
diftion of a Jacobite Writer, at the Beginning of his 
fete Majefty*s Reign, who endeavoured to terrify the 
Freeholders oiGreat Britain with Apprehenfions that, 
if the Whigs prevailed. They muft exped to be go- 
vcrn'd by z ftanding Army. 

There 
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There are two Arguments more againft any Re^ 
du5lim at prefent, which I (hall only juil mention, 
with a Ihort Remark upon each. 

One was ftarted by a very witty Gentleman^ who hath 
lately diilinguifli'd Himielf by his Speeches at borne. 
This worthy Orator was pleafed to observe that the 
TDxay fcandalous and feditious Libels ^ which had been 
lately fpread about the Kingdom, were a fufficient 
Proof that the Spirit of 'Jacobitifm was not yet extin- 
guiih*d, and therefore We ought not to reduce any of 
our Forces. But to This it was reply'd, in a proper 
Place, that, even fuppofing the Fad to be true, \ and 
it would be mcer Farce to difpute it withyi^ri' a Gen^ 
• tieman ) a ftanding Army ^Scribblers feem'd to 
be a more aatural Expedient than a ftanding Army of 
Soldiers ; andt God knows, the prefent Adminiftra- 
tion, or any Adminiilration, will never want fuch a 
Support r 

The other Argument y hirited at above, was advanced 
by a Gentleman^ equally remirkable for his Negotiations^ 
abroad i who pleaded againft the Redudion of the 
Army, becaufe the Common-Council of London thought 
fit to reje£l a Propofal for letting up King WilHarrC^ 
Statue in Cheap-fide, where They had lately got a Con^ 
duit puird down, with fome DifEculty, which had 
proved a great Nuifance to Them. From hence one 
would naturally conclude that eighteen thoufand Men 
ought to be maintained for fetting up Statues^ in Defy- 
ance of the Citizens ; and it may, perhaps, feem fur- 
prizing to fbme People that They have not yet been em- 
ploy 'd in that Service. 

1 am forry that I cannot treat fuch Arguments as 
Thefe, for the Continuance of a large ftanding Army, 
without Ridicule; which I know is very difagreeable to 
the Gentlemen on the other Side. But it is, indeed, im- 
pollible to avoid it ; and I fhould be really alhamed to 
mention them at all, if they did not proceed from 
FerfonSy to whom We are obliged to pay more than 

H 2 ordinary 
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ordinary Deference. They mwft therefore give me 
Leave to apply the Words of a late minifterial Writer^ 
in Favour of ExcifeSy to the prefent Purpofe. — This 
the Fiec- Briton bath raved at in Prints and his Patrons 
have not blufh'*d to do it in Places, where fuch Fallacies 
were' not altogether fo becomingly introduced. 

For my Part, I think They had much better fpeak. 
out at once, and confefs, without any Hefitation, that 
the prefent Number of military Forces is necefTary to fup- 
port a certain Scheme in Agitation, which They find to 
be very difagrecable to the general Inclinations of the 
People, 

I fhall therefore conclude my prefent Argument with 
obferving, that a perpetual flanding Army of eighteen 
thoufand Men was even lately thought fo unjuftiiiable a 
Subjeft, that the minifierial Writers ufed to contend for 
it only, duiing the unfettled State of Affair s^ and pro- 
mifed us that We fliould be relieved from foroe Part of 
it, as foon as they were adjufted ; but the Arguments, 
made Ufe of lalt Year, give us the moil dreadful Ap- 
prehenfions, as they are founded on the Nec^fli ty of 
Keeping up the fame Number of Forces at all Times. 
However, lince the honourable Gentleman in the Ad- 
tninifl ration was pleafed to infift upon it, for one Tear 
cnlyy till We faw whether the Powers of Europe would 
acquiefce in our late Treaties, and nothing to the con- 
tmry having appear'd. We hope that He will have the 
Goodncfs to den re it no longer ; for i^xh^fame Number 
ef Forces fhould be now continued. We can have no 
Kcafon to expeft a Reduttion at any Time ; and thus 
a flanding Army of near eighteen thoufand Men will, 
indeed, become a Part of our Conflitution ; or rather 
our antient, civil Conflitution will be in Danger of be- 
ing converted, by Degrees, into a military Government. 

The honourable Gentleman was of the lame Opinion 
Himfelf, and reafon'd moft vigoroufly for it, m the 
Year 1718. I could wifti that his Speech, at that 
Time, were extant, as well as That in the Year 1732, 

that 
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(hit We might hive the Plca'ure of comparing them 
together, and froin thence form a Judgment whether 
ihc Country Gentleman, or ihe Minister, 
fpoke ifloft like an isncjf Englifiman and a Man ef 
imfe. 

Bot whatever his former, or his prefcnt Opinion may 
be upon this Head, We rely on his Majrfty's mod 
gracious Promife, -and iheWi'dom of our Rtprefenta- 
tivtsfar fuch Relief, as They fhajl thinit moll proper 
and expedient, in our p.-eicnt Circumftancej. D. 




N^340. Saturday, Ja}i.6y 1732-3. 



Some ObfcTvatiBm on the natural Strength and Securilj 
of this KiiQ/lo/a. 

« Believe every one of my Readers hath 
^ ' fote me, in this Part of the Argu- 
and conckded ihat I mean, by 
r natural Strength, the royal Navy of 
? England and ihe known Bravery of our 
People, who might be eafily form'd.into 
a regular Mihtia, fuffieient to anfwer all the Purpofes 
of a Jland^ng jirmy 

On thefe two Bultoarki oar AnccRors have rely'd 
with Safety for many Generations, and the moil glorious 
of our former Kings have defired no other Guard, in 
Times of Peace abroad, though They h:id powerful 
Competitors and Parties againft Them, within the Bow- 
els of the Kingdom ; for even during the long and 
bloody Contells between iheHoufcs ^Tork and Lan- 
eajler, it is very remarkable tliat whichever Party hap- 
pened to prevail. They disbanded their Army, as foon 
as the Aftion was over, and fcorn'd to fecurc Them- 
H 3 fclvcs. 
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fclves, by fubjeAing the Kingdom to a military Govern- 
ment. 

Thefe Points have been fully explained already by fe- 
veral Writers of the firft Note ; but the conftant Reite- 
ration of the fame Arguments for the Continuance of a 
ftanding Armyy from Time to Time, make it neceffary 
to repeat the fame Antidotes againfl them, by incul-. 
eating into the Minds of the People where their real 
Strength and Security confilt. 

I will begin with our maritime Force ; by which I 
mean our commercial Namgation, with all the vaft Ad- 
vantages arifmg from it, as well as our Sblpt of War. 

I fuppofc it will not be deny'd that We are at prefent 
poffeis'd of the fineft Navy, both for Number and 
Strength, in the whole World; perhaps, I might add 
a much finer one than England itfelf could ever boafl 
of before, in any Age; unlefs it hath been fufier'd to 
decline very lately; which I hope We have no Reafbn 
to fuppofe, or believe. 

It will like wife be allow'd that no Cbuntry excells 
us in the Skill, Bravery and Hardinefs o^omx Seamen. 
This is amply confefs'd by the Conduct o£ all Nations^ 
even the worft of our Enemies, who have left no Arts 
untry'd to delude Them into their Service; and I; 
heartily wifh They had not fucceeded fo well in their- 
Attempts. 

Our principal Interefl therefore confifts in maintain-^, 
ing a ftrong naval Powery and encouraging an extended. 
Commerce, Thefe two Points have a mutual and necef- . 
fary Dependence on each other; for as Trade cannot be 
carry'd to any great Height, in the prefent Circum- . 
ftances of Aflairs, without a fufficient Power to proteft 
it againfl all our Enemies and Competitors; fo neither is 
it poffiblc for us to keep wi^fucb a Power, without the 
Advantages of a large andfiourijhing Trade. 
^ In the next Place, a ftrift Regulation ought to be 
obferved in the Management of our Marine i by mak- 
ing a jttft Difpofuion oi naval Preferments i and giving 

our 



JS? S4P. The C% ATT SM A jf. pj. 

our Sailors all poffible Encouragement to continue in 
our Service, hygoodUfage^ regular Payment, and pro- 
hibiting their Officers from defrauding Them of their 
kga! Rights. 

The common Method of manning our Fleets by Im- 
freffing 13 another Point, which deferves particular 
Notice^ I am verily pcrfuaded, for my own Parr,, 
that this violent Way of proceeding hath thinn'd our 
Fleets, and tempted our Mariners to enter into foreign 
Service^ more than any Thing el(e; unlefs it ht pinching 
their Bellies y ^JiA cheating them of their jujl Dues; t\vo 
Hardihips, which a brave Englijh Sailor can never for- 

fivc ;and which ought, indeed, to befeverely punifh'd. 
don't know how far this Pradice of Imprefftng 
may be authorized by Cuftom and long Ufage; but it is 
isi for from being- warranted by any Lazv, as far as I 
can find, that it feems inconfiflent with Magna Charta 
itfelf, and the common Rights of all Englijhmen efta- 
blilh'dby it. Sure I am, that it carries a very arbi- 
trary Air, and looks more like a Turkijh than an Eng- 
iijb Cuftom, to fee an induftrious poor Man feized in 
the Streets, or upon the Water, by a Gang of Ruffians, 
and dragg'd away, like a Felon, from his Bufinefs and 
his Family, againft his Confent, and without any Con- 
viftion of Guilt, by a lawful ^rial of his Countrymen, 
\X is likewife of very pernicious Cbnfequence to Trade 
and Merchandize, as well as prejudicial to the Service 
of our Navy... But This is fo copious a Subjed, 
that I muft defer the farther Examination of it to fome 
other Opportunity, and fliall now proceed to the Point 
in Hand. 

Whilft we are able to keep up fuch a naval Power in 
its full Vigour, by employing it in the Protection, En- 
couragement and Extenfion of our Commerce, by which 
only it can be fupported, we fhall eafily maintain the 
Sovereignty of the Seas; and whilft We continue Mafters 
of that Element, we may fafely defpife any Invafions, 
or Attempts from abroad. It is tMs maritime Force ^ 

fommerciat 
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iommercial as well as military, and not the Number of 
our regular Troops (?is the honourable Gentleman is plea- 
fed to afl'ert) by which every State mcafures our Strenzth^ 
and on which our Influence and Credit , in the pub lick 
Negotiations £/* Europe, muft intirely depend. 

But we are told by Mr. Walfingham, that there can 
be no abfolute Dependence on a naval Porce, to oppofe^ or 

defeat an Invafion of this Ifland. Did any Writer 

ever afiert, that JVe can abfolutely depend on a naval 
Force; or will any Body pretend to fay that there is 
any abfolute Dependence on ^flanding Army ; or on both 
an Army and a Fleet', or, indeed, on any human Secu- 
rity whatroever; as We found, to our Benefit, at the 
htegloricus Revolution F Armies may revolt of their 
own Accord; or be corrupted; orfurprized; or polled 
in wrong Places; or drawn into Ambufcades; beiidcs 
other Accidents and Contingenccs of the like Nature, 
which are common to Armies , as well as Fleets. But 
what We aflcrt is, that England, as an Ifland, may de- 
pend with infinitely more Security on a Fleet than a 
flanding Army. This is undoubtedly true; and This 
is fufficient for our prefent Purpolc. 

We knowy fays He, that the fame Wind, which brings 
the Invader upon our Coafts, will often Jhut up our Fleets 
in our own Harbours. To illuftrate This, He adds 
the following Inflance, by Way of Queftion.— i>/^/ 
not Ki?ig James the fecond's Fleet lye Wind-bound in the 
Mouth of the Thames, when the Prince of Ovzn^t faiPd 
by in his Paffage to Torbay, where He landed? 

This is the old ilale Topick, which hath been con- 
ftandy trumpt up to fliew the Neceflity oi^ftanding 
Army, in Times of Peace, from the right honourable 
Author of the Ball aucikg Letter, in King Wi/- 
/iam*s Reign, down to another right honourable Gen- 
tleman and his Advocates, > at prefent. But it hath 
been fo often anfwer'd, in the llrongeft and cleared 
Manner, that I ihall contrail my Obfervations upon it 
into as ihort a Coxnpafs as poi&ble. 

One 
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One would be inclined to think, from this Way of 
Reafoning, that a naz^al Armamenty fufficient to con- 
quer England^ could be equippM all on a fudden and 
in the Dark, without giving us, or any of our Allies, 
the leaft Alarm; whereas nobody can be ignorant that 
thcnec^fTary Prcparatious for fuch an Enterprize take 
up a great deal of Time, and require fuch a Number of 
Ships, both for Tranfports and Convoys, that all Eu- 
rope muft be faft afleep, if it fhould pafs unobferved. 
It is well known that the Spanifh Armada (at that Time 
the Terror of the whole World) confifted of but eigh- 
teen thoufand Men; and it is ftill frefti in our Memory 
that King William brought over but fourteen th&ufand^ 
in fix or feven hundred Ships; fo that nothing but the 
mod egregious Indolence, or even Sottiflinefs, can ever 
cxpofe us to fuch an Attempt, without fome Warning 
and Time for Defence. 

This fecms to have been the Cafe of the late King 
yames ; who, very happily for us, paid no Regard to 
all the repeated Advices from France, concerning the 
Prince ofOrange'*s Defign, and could not be induced ta 
believe it, till the Prince dtchred his Intentions him- 
felf^ and was preparing to fet fail from Ho/land. 

As to King JamesV F/eet lying Wind-hund in the 
Mouth of the Thames, when the Prince ^Orange faiPd 
iy, it hath been much doubted whether our Deliverer 
was not, at leaft, as much obliged to the Afieftions of 
the Officers and Seamen, who compofed that Fleety as 
to the Windsy for his PafTagc to torbay, without any 
Moleftation. 

But however that Affair might ftand, it is certain 
that fuch a Difpofition might be made of our Fleety 
upon any Apprehenfions of Danger, that it would be 
exceedingly difficult for any confiderable Squadron to 

cfcape us. The 5//7»(/^ Invafion o^ Scotland, in the 

laft Reign, with ^m ATmy o^ three hundred Men, is fb 
very ridiculous a Proof of our Infecurity, and the Un- 
neafonablencfs of depending on a naval Powery that I 

am 
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am afhamed to lake any farther Notice of it. I fup- 
pofe, it was meniion'd only for Want of better Argu- 
ments. 

But let us go farther ftill, and allow every Thing, 
which the Advocates for Jlanding Armies can poflibly 
defire. Let us fuppofe that fome foreign Power, in 
the Intereft of the Pretender, fhould conjure up a great 
naval Armament, all on a Sudden, without any Body's 
Notice, and find Means to fteal mio England, by the 
Affillance of a dark Night, or a favourable Wind. Yet 
I fhould be glad to know what They are to do, when 
They get here ; for though They might land upon us, 
in fuch a clandefline Manner, I prefumc it would not 
be altogether fo eafy for Them to fculk back again, or 
a very difficult Matter for us to intercept their Sup- 
plies. 

The Cafe then is thus, (as I chufe to exprefs it in 
Mr. Trenchard'^i Wort's) that twenty thoufand Men, of 
which very few can be Horfe, are landed in England, 
without any human Probability of being fupply^d from 
abroad, 

This Army, fays He, Jhall never march twenty Milej 
into the Country ; for They cannot put The mf elves in a 
marching Pofiure in lefs than a Fortnight, or three 
Weeks, and by that Time We may have 100,000 Mi- 
litia drawn down upon Them 9 whereof 10,000 Jhall be 
Horfe, and as many Dragoons as We pleafe ; and if 
this Militia does nothing elfe but drive the Country, cut 
off their Foragers and Stragglers, poffefs Themfelves of 
the Defiles, and intercept Provifions, their Army muft 
be deftroy*d in afhort Time. 

If this Reafoning is juft, in any Degree, and it was 
never yet an^wer^i what Danger can We poflibly ap- 
prehend from fuch an Invafion, when our Militia is 
back'd with a Body of five or fix thoufand regular 
Troops, befides a fufficient Number t-o man our Garri- 
fpns and fecure Scotland ? 

This 
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This was the Opinion of the late Duke o^ Marlbo- 
rough ; who declared, as I have been told, upon a 
very important Occafion, that He would undertake to 
defeat any Body of Men, which could poffibly be lan- 
ded upon us by Surprize, with only his own Regiment 
c^Guardsy two or three Regiments of Dragoons, and 
fuch a Train of Artill/ery, as He could eafily draw out 
againllThem ; whereas They could not poflibly bring 
any with Them of any Confequence. Befides, it ought 
to be confider'd that having no fortify* d Totals to fecure 
TKemfelvcs, till People could come in to join Them, 
it would be impoflible for Them to ftand long againft 
fuch a Force. 

. KSn%^Williamy indeed, found an cafy Paflage thro* 
all thefe Obftacles, by a wonderfiil Concurrence of In- 
cidents ill his Favour. Yet even all Thele might not 
have been fufficient, if the Way had not been paved 
for Him by that well-grounded Difaf!e6lion, which had 
fpread itfelf fo generally amongft all Ranks of People, 
not only in Tow^ and Country, not only in the Camp, 
the Fleet and the Court, but amongft his Favourites, 
his' Relation?, and even his very Children themfelves. 

To 1 his the Succefs of the Revolution was intirely 
owing ; and This is a demonftrative Proof that the 
Affe6liom of the People are a much ftronger Security to 
the Prince than Armies, znd^ Fleets, and Minifters, and 
Riches, with all the other Props and Scaffoldings, which 
are commonly made Ufe of to fupport a Throne. 

But this I'urprizing Series of lucky Accidents in our 
Favour, at that Time, hath been alwavs mentioned as 
^ httle lefs than miraculous ; and therefore nothing can 
be more unreafonable than to keep up a numerous fand- 
ing Army, in order to defeat a Coincidence of Events, 
which never happened before, and perhaps may never 
happen again ; for as We ought not to depend upon 
Miracles for our Prefervation, fo I hope We have done 
nothing to cxpedl, or deferve fuch an extraordinary Irv- 

terpofition 
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terpofition of Providence for our Deflruftion. But to 
return ; 

Militias are the natural, t^he ftrongeft and moft proper 
Defence o{ free Countries, They have always been re- 
ly'd upon in England as fuch, till the Reign of King 
"Charles the fecond^ and were never found infufficient ; 
for when was England ever over-run • by any foreign 
Powers agamfl their own Confent, for Want oi^ftand^ 
ing Army ? 

Sir Robert Cotton being confulted upon an important 
Occafion, in the Beginning of King Charles the firfl^^ 
Reign, gave this Advice at the Council- Table. * 7here 
muft bey to withftand a foreign Invalion, a Proportion 
ef Sea and Land-Forces ; and it is to be eonfider'd that 
no March by Land can be of that Speed to make Head 
againft the Landing of an Enemy. Then it follows^ that 
there is no fuch Prevention as to be Matter of the Sea. 

For the Land-Forces, if it were for an offenfive War, 
the Men of lefs Livelyhood tvere beft fpared ; and We 
ufed formerly to make fuch War Purgamcnta Reipublicae^ 
if We made no farther Purchafe by it. But for the 
Safety of the Commonwealth, the Wifdom of all Timet 
did never intruft the publick Caufe to any other than to 
fuch tfr had a Portion in the fublick Adventure; and 
That We faw in 1588, when the Care of the ^een and 
of the Council did make the Body of that large Army (to 
oppofe the Spanifh Armada) no other than of the Train'd 
Bands ; which, with the Auxiliaries of the Re aim , tf- 
tncunted to no lefs than twenty-four thoufand Men. 
Neithir were anyofThefe drawn forth from their Country 
and proper Habitations before the End j/'May, that it 
might be no long Grievance to the Publiek i fuch Dif^ 
contentments being to us a more fatal Enemy than atfy 
foreign Forces. 

In the fame Advice to the King, He lets Him know 
how the People refented his keeping up an Army in the 

Wintgr^ 
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Winter, though We were then in War both with France 
and Spain. The Words are thefe; 

y^nd the dangerous Diftajies to the People are not a 
little improved by the unexampled Courfe, as Tbey con- 
ceive, of retaining an Inland Army in Winter Seafbn, 
foben former Times of general Fear, as in 1588, pro- 
duced none fuch ; and makes T}>em, in their diftra^ed 
Tears, conje^ure idly that it was raifed wholly to JubjeSt 
their fortunes to the Will of Vowox rather than ofljiivr, 
and to make good fome farther Breach upon their Liber- 
ties and Freedoms at home, rather than to defend us 
from an^ Force abroad. 

' Having cited thefe Paflages, in which fudi honoura- 
ble mention is made of Queen Elizabeth, I hope the 
Reader will excufe one Quotation more, which contain* 
a Story of the fame excellent Princefs, very much to 
our prcfent Parpofc. 

When the Duke ^ Alenfon came over to England, and 
for fome Time had admired the Riches of the City, the 
Conduit of her Government, and the Magnificence of 
her Court, He ask'd Her, amidfl fo much Splendour y 
where were her Guards ? which ^eflion fhe rcfohed a 
few Days after, when She took Him in her Coach thro^ 
the City, and pointing to the People, (who received Her 
in Crouds, with repeated Acclamations) Thefe, faid She, 
my Lord, are my Guards. Thefe have their Hands, 
their Hearts and their Purfes always ready at my Com^ 
mand; and Thefe, fays the Author, were Guards //;«. 
deed ; who defended Her through a long and fuccefsful 
Reign of forty -four Years againfl all the Machinations of 
Rome, the Power ^Spain, a difputed Title, and the 
perpetual Confpiracies of her own Popifh Subjeds 5 a 
Security, the Roman Emperors could not bcafl of, with 
all their Prctorian Bands, and their Eaflcrn and We- 
llem Armies. 

Give me Leave to add, that thefe Guards ai-e atten- 
ded with no Jealou£es of the People, concerning their 

Vol. X. I Liberties I 
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Liberties I nor with any Complaints of burthenjme 
^axes and Impofitions to Tupport them. 

But to This it hath been objcdcd, by the honourable 
Gentleman and his Advocates^ that the Circumftances of 
Europe are intirely alter'' d in this Refpe'8 ; that for- 
tnerly the Armies of all Nations ccnftjled in Militias only v 
whereas, at prefent, there is no State in Europe, which 
does not keep up a Body of regular Forces ; and there- 
fore it is abfolutely necejfary for Us to do the fame, for 
%ur own Security. 

I have drawn up this Objc6lion in its full Force, 
and will now give it a particular Reply. 

In the frjl Place, I muft confefs, jind I do it very 
freely, that Militias were originally the only Jianding 
Jorce in all Nations; but how came thefe popular 
Guards to be turn'd into mercenary Armies ? I am a- 
fraid We fliall find, upon Examination, that this Alte- 
ration took Place much about the fame Time that other 
Alterations were made in the Conftitution of their Go- 
vernment, and when moll of the free States of Europe 
were converted into abfolute Monarchies. Nay, if We 
enquire a little farther, I believe it will appear that, 
in eveiy particular State, the Lofs ol Liberty and the 
Eftablifhment of ft aridity Armies have conilantly gone 
Hand in Hand; or that one hath been immediately fuc- 
cceded by the other. 

. I mult therefore take the Liberty to obrer\'e, that 
This is a very bad Argument for perpetuating ^ftanding 
Army in England, and carries the moft irtfemous Re- 
■fleftion on his prefcnt Majcfty's Reign. 

The other Part of the Objedlion (that there is no 
State, at prefent, in Europe, zvhich does not keep up a 
Body of regular Forces,) 1 take to be falle ; or at leail 
fo, in fome Degree ; for are there no Inlknccs of any 
Countries, now in Europe, where Militias are intruded 
with the Safeguard of tJie Community ? ■ Even 

in Holla7td icfelf ( though fituated on the Continent, 
near powerful Neighbours) arc not the Inland and 

Tradivg 
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fTradingTofons defended by t\iQ Burghers thorn felvcs; 
and is not This the Cafe of the Swtjs Cajifonsy as well 
as of feveral iitt States in Italy and Germaf^ ? 

But fuppofing there were no fuch Inllanccs at pre- 
fent, and that mercenary Armies were grown fafhionable 
all over Europe ; why'muft We follow the Example of 
other Nations, without the fame Rcafon ; fincc the Sea 
is our Frontier, and will efFe^lually prcfcrvc us from any 
fuddfen Infults and Incurfions ? In Queen Elizabetl^s 
Rci^n, the Spnniards maintainM a large Jtnndvig Army 
in Flanders, which is as near us as France ; and yet 
that mfe Frinccfs did not think it necefTiry to fccure 
Hcrfelf, or to curb her People, ^vith iho fame mercenary 
Forces y though P^/7/^ was her impUcable Enemy, and 
there was a powerful Party in the Kingdom, continually 
plotting againll her Life. Nay, even when the mighty 
-Armada^ compofed of regular Troops ^ was juft ready 
to burft upon Her, She truftcd to the anticnt Defence 
of the Kingdom-, and advanced againll I'hcm at the 
Head of her T^rain^d -Bands. I fhould therefore be 

glad to know the Reafons why a Militia may not be 
tfiadc as capable of defending their Couotry nozv, as iu 
lur Ttme, 

I would not be thought to mean that our prefcnt U7i- 
tfaif^d Bands are fit for this Service, or indeed for any 
Service, befides fumifhing the Town with a ridiculous 
Oiverfion, and cramming their Bellies, at the Expenco 
jOf their induflrious Fellovv-Subjeds. For thib Reafon, 
TThey have been long laid alide, f:)r the Eafe of the 
People, in all the Counties o^ England , cKcep^Middle- 
/ex; where there feems, at prefcnt, to be the leaftDc- 
caiion for them ; and where an IntermifTion, for one 
fear, gave the Inhabitants Reifon to hope for a con- 
tinued Relief, as long as it fhall be judged neceffary to 
keep up fo large a Number of regular Forces. But Wc 
may fee, even from this Inlhnce, how hard it is to deli- 
ver ourfelves from an Army, of any Kind> when once 

I z cllablilliMi 
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eftablifliM j Co juft is that witty Sarcafm of the late 
Mr, Gayi 

Soldiers are perfeSi Devils in their Way^ 

When once Thefre raifed, Tbey*re curjed hard to lay. 

But notliing can- be more abdird and contrary to 
Realbn than to fuppofe that the Militia cannot be made 

nfefut. From whence is our prefent Army raifed 

and recruited but from the Body of the People ? 
Are there not Multitudes ftill left behind, made of the 
•fame rugged Materials ; capable of undergoing the lame 
Kardfhips ^ and fearleis to partake in the fam^ Dangers ? . 
Is the requifite Knowledge and Art of a common Soldier 
ib very liard to be attain'd ; or does the calling a Man 
by a different Name^ and clapping a red Coat upon hia 
Back make fuch a wonderful Change in his Conftitu- 

*ion? May not a great Part of the prefent Army^ 

when disbanded, and even fome of the Officers ^ be in- 
corporated into the Militia ; and will They lofe any 
Part of their Courage, or their Skill by fuch an Altera- 
tion ? But it is ridiculous to propole any Scheme, 

of this Kind, whilfl there is fo manifeft a Diiinclina- 
tion to the Thing itlelf i and whilfl no Pains are fpared 
to make the Militia contemptible, as well as ufele.'s. 
Whenever any Man inPotucr ihall think iit to fet about 
fuch a Work in earnei^, and upon an hone ft Plan, He 
will not want Propofals and Afliilance enough to c£cdl. 
it.' God knows many Things, of a more difficult 

and int^ijcate Nature, have been accomplifli'd with in- 
credible Succefs I 

But if it fiiould be ftill infilled on, that the Circum- 
ftances o^ Europe are fo much alter 'd, as to put us on 
a Levd with our Ntighbours on the Continent j if our 
Situation on an IJland is become of fo much lefs.Secu- 
rity than it was a Century ago 4 if our Navy and Mi^ 
litia are grown of littk or ro Ufe ; but it is abfolutely 
BcceCary, for the Safety of the prefent, royal Family^ 

to 
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to perpetoiite a nKmereui /landing Amy in thjj King- 
dom i if This, I Iky, Ihoald be our Cait i what is to 
be do;ie ? la it not incumbent upon us, as a frie Peo- 
ple, to think of feme _/flr/A^r ReguUims, which ma/ 
leader liis Arjny as little dangerous as poflible to the 
Vttilick, as wdl as uneary to the 02ff'-^f themth-es, 
by afcctiaining the Road to mlitary Pre/ermnts, ms- 
king their C<immi£ioiis lefs pre.-ariout, and their- Con- 
duft, in Biber Stations, equally inJependeut with the 
teft of their Fellow-Su'ij=a!. J>. 




N" 341. Saturday, Jan. 13, 1731-3. 

7i CALEB D'ANVERS, f/fj 
S I % 

t Fancy you muft be Ibmewhat fatigued 
with your late laborious Enquiries into 
Exiifis and ftandhg Arm'its ; and that 
it w-ill not be difagrceablc to you to 
breathe a little If therefore you will 
acc«|it a Tim from a Friend, (as fome 
of oar modern Dininei call it} lend jne your Pulpi^ 
■nd I will preach a Snturdafs Itfifture for, you. 

We remember very well, on the Conclufion of tht 
late-Trcsty of Vienna, hoiv much and how Joiidl/ 
your Aiverfariei exulted. Th? Vaniry of their HearW 
■dilated, and ihey triumph'd in Gjnccrt. Theycry*d 
aloud, now Mr. D'Jnzvn muft drop his Pen. Af- 
fairs are quite fettled abroid ; and our Pa!rsti may fleep 
in Peace. Poor old Citteti will die of the Spleen, for 
Wjnt of publiek Errors to animadvert upon. You 
very foon fatJ-fy'd tbefe Gentlemen that 'I'hey were 
miiaken in this Point. You convinced Them that ouc 
1 % ismeJOfk 
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domeftkk Affairs flood in as much Need of a ftrift En- 
quiry, and an immediate Amendment, as our late Af- 
fairs abroad, I am likewife afraid you muft be now- 
convinced that you have engaged yourfelf in an im- 
practicable Deiign. —What Herculean Labours have 
jou undertaken ? — Where will you begin ? — Where 
will you end ? — What an Augaan Stable is Corrupt 
.tim P '■ What a defbrmM Monfter is a ftanding 

jirmy in a free Country ? — ^ What a manyhcaded 
Iffdra is a general Excife ? — You have attacked all 
tfiefe, like Hercules % but, like Hercules, you have not 
vanquilh'd Them —You have, like that aniient HeroCy 
endeavoured to dcflroy the Centaurs \ a Sort oitnaraU" 
ding Tax-gatherers \ but )rou have not yet fubdued 
Them — -^ You have likcwife attacked the Stympbalides ; 
thdfe unclean Birds of Prey, who eat up the Fruits of 
the Earthy and whofe very Touch is Pollution ; but 
you have not been able to put Them to Flight — 
Vou have alfo, for many Years, combated the L^r- 
raan Dragon ; but with Grief I obferve that your 
Warfere has been hitherto unfuccefsful— Nav, fliould 
you be able, by unwearied Courage and Perfcverance, 
to triumph over theCe Monfters, there are new ones 
ipringing up every Day, which even another Hercu- 
les would find it difficult to deflroy. 

I fhall here drop the Allegory, ajid come to the 
Point propofed in this Letter, by marking out one Evil,, 
which! apprehend to be of the moll dangerous Cdn- 
'/fc^uGDce to the Nation. 

I profe^ myfelf, Mr. D'Anvers, an Enemy to Com-^ 
faniesy asyouJiave often done^ That is, to all tra* 
.ding Confederacies y inve'fted with exclufwe Towers, I 
do not only look on thefe Monopolies as utterly deftruc- 
tive to all free Commerce, but as wealthy Combina- 
ifions, which may prove very fatal to Liberty. 

I would not bie underflood to mean, when I talk of 
thefe incorporated Bcdies, the homft Creditors of the 
fublicks to whom I think the tendered Regard ought 

at 
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at all Times to be paid, as They lent their Money for 
the Service, and on the Faith of the Government. For 
Ais Rea^n, their Intereft will always be confiderM; 
and if ever They fhould fufter, it will, it muft be 
wholly owing to tlie wicked Management of T/ho/e, 
who ba>?e been intrufted with the Power over their 
Properties. 

I am forry to obferve that you. Sir, have been toa 
piophetical in your Remarks on this Subjefl ; and had 
any Credi| been given to your Predidion.% They might 
have, been of ibme Ufe to the unhappy Proprietors, A 
plain and efic6lual Remedy was long ago pointed out; 
which, ifithadbeeft then taken, might have cured- 
what, I am afraid, is now grown a chronical Diftem^ 
per, that will require long Time and a feverc Re- 
gimen to eradicate. 

Yott liave often explained the evil Coniequences, 
which mutt attend the Power given to the Direffors 
to coin Money, in the Shape o^ Bonds i to enter into 
ihimerical Projeffs t>f Trade ; to permit, perhaps, to 
connive at, and be Themfelves concern*d with the 
Company's Super-Cargoes, FaSfors and Captains, in the 
Frauds and Embezzlements of their Effcdls. 

You fet out very early, even ^ix Years ago, in ex- 
plaining fbmc Frauds in the Eaft-India Company ; and 
toon after you hinted at ibme others, in the Method 
oi buying and felling the Companfs Goods. You made 
ibme proper Obfervations on the Pradtice of putting 
falfe Samples on their Goods, at the publick Sales ; by 
which Means Thofe, who were let into the Secret, 
made infamous Gains at the Companfs Expence, and 
vto the Prejudice of the honeft Buyer, 

Have not all thefe Charges againft Them been fince 
made good ? — Have not feme late Difcoverics proved 
the Truth of them, even to Demon lira tion ? — Is not 
the prefent Decline of their Trade ( notwithflanding an 
Eiccife to fupport it ) an evident Proof of fbmc bad 
Marmgemcnt ? — Hath it not already obliged Them to 

reduce 
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reduce their Dividend? — Have They not attempted 
to reduce it ftill lower ? — Hath it not brought Them 
under the prefent critical Dilemma, with relation to 
tkdr Bonds F 

After This, you took Notice of the S. S. Company. 
You cxprefs'd, very early likewise, your Sentiments 
with Relation to the Managers of tbat Corporation, 
' You obferved that the AJJiento Tirade was a lojing Con- 
trail y and that the annual Ship, which was granted 
to the Company as an Equivalent for it, produced no 
Advantages to the Company y whatever it might do to 
DireSlorSj Captains, and Supncargoes ; befides the ge^ 
neral Difadvantage it brought upon our African and A- 
merican Trade, occafion'd by their Tender s^ Sloops ^ and 
FaBories fettled there. 

You have often made it appear that this annual Ship 
had occafion'd frequent Differences betvs'cen the two 
Crowns, and expofed our Merchants to almoft conftant 
Depredations and Infults ; the Spaniards being alwavs 
fecure from any Reprifals, by having (o large a Pleage 
in their H^nds. 

Well, Mr. D*Attvers, what Treatment did you re- 
ceive for all thefe feafonable Notices.'' — "Was you not 
infultjd, and reproach'd as an Enemy to publick* Cre- 
dit ; difaffefted to . he Government ; a Friend to the 
Spaniards ; a Difturber of the Peace ; and a Forger of 

Scandal ? Was you not charged, by one of their 

FaSfors, with a very wicked Defign of depriving the 
-Company of an honejl Sub-GovcHor, and the City of a 
worthy Reprefentative ; for which lie received* the 
Thanks of the faid honeft Sttb-Govemor, and Director s ? 

But hath not all you have faid o( this Company pro- 
ved true ? — Have not the DireBors themfelves been 
forced to own that They have fuftain'd great Lofles in 
^rade, and that great Frauds have been committed in 
the Management of it \ —Were we not lately inform'd 

ia 
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in a * printed Paper, calculated for the Purpofes of 
certain Gentlemen^ " That it was the unhappy Caie 
•* of the Soutb-Sea Company, that the Grant of an ar:- 
** nual Sblpy delign'd to make Amends for the Lofs, 
** which 1'hey knew muft and has attended the In- 
** trodudion of Negrces, inftead of anfwering the End 
*• for which it was grant^, has proved a lojing Trnde ; 
** df which every Proprietor may be convinced by 
•* infpefting the Company's Books. 

" The ill Succefs of this Trade hath been attributed 
•* chiefly to ttoo Caufes i tlic frequent Reprifals, or 
** Seizures, made by the Crown of Spain on the Com- 
** pany's Effcdls, and the Mi/management y rot to fay 
*' worfc, of the Sewants of the Company, The frji 
*' Caufe is of fuch a Nature, that it cannot be reme- 
** died 5 and the Companfs Trade muft always remain 
** expofed to any Difference, or Mifunderftanding bc- 
" tween the two Crowns ; and oftentimes the Trade it- 
"" fclf occaiions ' that Mifunderllanding, which expofes 
^ the Company's Effedls to Seizures. As to the laft 
** Qaufe, Mifmanagement of Servants^ Experience 
** * teaches us what to depend upon; and whilft Super- 
*• cargoes and FaSfors want Eftates, and DireBors have 
*' Relations to provide for, or other Views to carry 
*' on, we may flatter ourfelves in vain cither with 
•* Redrels, or Amendment. 

Axid yet did not the worthy Sub-Governor himfelf 
^1 us, in his Speech, fome Time ago, that the Com-, 
pany was not one Farthing in Disburfe on Account of, 
Tradjs 5 though He had juft before confefs'd that the 
Company had fuftain*d insupportable LoJJcs in Trade, 
wliich obliged Them to reduce their Dividend from 
Six to Four per Cent, in order to account for the im- 
menfe Load of the Bond-Debt ^ and to annihilate a con- 
fiderable Part of their Capital ^ for the Payment only 
o^half of it ? — Have They not acknowledged their 

■ ! I I I ■— — II I 

* Seethe Poft Boy, Nov, 22, 1732, 

Loife 
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Lofles in the Greenland Trade ? —Have They not gi- 
ven it up ? — ^Have not fome Pcrfons fhewn a manifeft 
Inclination likewife to give up Part of the American 
Trade j even that Part of it, which alone was pretend- 
ed to be profitable ? 

Thus (lands ^t prefetit, the Cafe of the!c .two great 
Companies ; and the Proprietors have the Mortification 
to find the Truth of your Obfervations confirm'd by 
the Confeflion of ^their Dire^ors themfelves. One of 
thefe Societies made fome Applications to Parliament 
latt Seflion, which will probably bring Them there 
again ; and We have been told that the other hath' 
Thoughts of applying there for fome Indulgence, with- 
out which They find it impoflible to contimje their 
Trad« with Advantage. 

The Cafe of the Charitable Corporation is likewife 
ftill depending before that augujl JJfembly ; and the 
Gentlemen of the Tork Buildings Company feem*d rc- 
folved to feck Relief, or Juflice, in the fame Placfe ; fo 
that our Reprefentatives would have Bufinefs enough 
to employ their Thoughts this Seffion, though They 
had noftanding ArrAiiSy or Excifes to encounter. 

I fhall conclude with an Obfervation, which You 
hiave often made, and hath beeh too fully verify'd in 
feveral Inflances j vix, that fuch Corporations are not 
vnly deftruSiive of Trade, dangerous t6 Liberty, and 
prejudicial to the Publlck in general ; hut^ by Fraud 
and Mifmanagementy are commnlyf attended with greaf 
Lojfes to the Proprietors Therftfehes. 

DR. I am, SIRi &c. 



To CALEB D' AN VERS, J%; 
SIR, 

YOU R late Difcourfes on /landing Armies and the 
natural Strength of England put itie in Mind 
cf the following beautiful- Paffege in Shakefpearei 

wbici 
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which I think deferves a Place in your Paper, at this 
Juiifturc. It is the Speech of John of Gaun% Duke 
of Lancafteri reprefen'.ing the Grievances of the Na- 
tion, under one of our moft unhappy Princes. I re- 
comnicnd it to your ferioua Confideiation, and am, 
5/i?, fs'r. Phileleutherus, 

Thb royal Throne of Kings, this fceptcr'd Ifle, 
This Earth of Majefly, this Seat of Mars, 
This other Ederts demy Paradiic, 
This Fortreis, built by Nature for herfclf 
Againft InfcfUon, and the Hand of War, 
Tnis happy Breed of Men, this little World, 

This precious Stone, fet in the Silver Sea, 

Which fcrves it in the Office of a Waliy 

Or, as a Moat^ defenlive to a Houle, 

Againft the Envy of lefs happier Lands ; 

Tlus bleiTed Plot, this Earth, this Reahn, this Eng- 

[ LAND ; 

This Nurfe, this teeming Womb of royal Kings, 
Fcar'd for their Breed and famous for their Birth, 
Tlus Land of fuch dear SouJs, this dear^ dear Land^ 
Dear for her Reputation through the World, 
Is now Leafed out ; ■ I dye pronouncing it, 

like to a Tenement, or pelting Farm, 

England, bound in with the triumphant Sea, 
Whofe rocky Shore beats back the envious Surge 
- Of wat'rv NEPTUNE, is now bound in with Shame, 
V^ixkinky Blots, and nottc7i Parchment BONDS;-^ 
That England, that was wontto conquer others, 
Hath made a ihameful Conquefl of ITSELF. 

N Sbakejpeareh Rich. IL Aa IL Scene I. 
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N" 342. Saturday, y^w. ao, 1732-3, 

HAVING taken Notice of a Pamphler, 
"f intitled Rctnnrks en the hsrrible Oppref- 
» _^w/, Infeleneies and unjuftifiablt Par- 
lialitUs of the Commissioners op 
Excise, and guoied ie^eral Cafes out 
of ii, in the fecimd Fart ef, my ji'gu- 
mnt Bgainfi Excises, publilh'J laft Menday, I fancy 
the Reader ivill not be difpleafed with fome iarther 
Extrafls from the fatr.e Piece, which is now become 
vety fcarce. 1 fliall therefore prefent Him with the 
Deduction, and fo much of the Dijcourfi itfelf, as r&- 
lates to the Argument in genera/. 

Pre&ce to the Commons (£ England, in Parliament 
aflcmbled. 

Right Honourable, 

AS your Affembly w the Scuree and Original e/\t- 
gillative Authority, fi yea are athw'd to It the 
mly jsvereign Expajiten c/" thole Lawsjas make. 

When the People s/England find fhemfelve! epprefi'd 
tnd'truflfd by. the partial and corrupt Interpretatieni ef 
tur Latat t and, ly Ti/rns and farfettWd Device s of ie- 
figning Men, rab'ffd and plunder' d on Pretence of legal 
Authority i ts You They have Recourfe, farther to ex- 
plain and exprefly to declare the true Meaning and De- 
fig" of'^e Laws, by which They are fi ahufed. 

When, by a kngfince dormant Law, yoa ordir'dihat 

the Brewers and UifliUers, in Cafe of a fmall Penalty 

of 5 I and no mure, as to the Escie, upon ceriainMif- 

tarriagei, when committed, fiouli be decifively beard by 

CommiSoDot, 
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Commiflioners, &c. /*/ cannot be imagiiCd your Ho- 
nours ever dtjign^d to condemn the Brcvvers and Diftil- 
lers to the Lofs of tbeir native Privileges j as' Engliih- 
mcn ; and that They, of all Men in England, Jhould 
alone be fo unhappy as not to be thought worthy of their 
Share in the Magna Charta of England, viz. to be 
trfd by tbeir Peers. 

This Confideration, as it is hoped it will move your 
Honours to redrefs their intolerable Prejfures, under the 
frefent Tyranny of the Commiflioners of Excifej f$ 
They believe it will be yet more moving to your Ho^ 
nours, when you Jhall pie afe to refleSf, that the faid Pe- 
nalties being rifen, by Jundry fubfequcnt A6is and addi^ 
tional Claufes to the Laws of Excile, from 5 /. to im- 
mense Sums i a Brewer, or Diftillcr, may now ccme t9 
forfeit 2 or 300 1. per Diem ; and that your Honours 
will agree, it is of much more Confequence that They 
pould be heardy in fuch Cafes, before juft and indit^ 
ferent Judges, and be try'd, as is the undoubted Right 
if Englifhmen, by their Peers. 

The following Sheets will ficzo your Honours feme 
fad Examples of the Subject ruined and injured by the 
Tyranny and Injujlicc of CommifTioncrs, vefted with this 
exorbitant Pov/cr ; which will, without ^c/lion, move 
your Honours to put fuch Rejlraints upon Thc?n, that 
the like deftrtiBive Meafures may ?iQt be taken for the 
future, 

^^ Brewers and DI fillers arc a People, from zvhofe 
Induftry and Stock in Trade the greatcjl Branch, p/r-* 
haps, of any Orgle Revenue in Europe, is raijcd ; imd 
it is humbly hoped^ TlAs JJ.-^uuld rather €r,iith TJjcm to 
the Care andTendcrvcj's of the Government ^ than reduce 
Them to a ConditUn, in zvhico th^lr l^opjrty (kould 
be lefsfnfe, and thtir Pri^ic'fhs I'lcrs ftreightend than 
other Men. All 'wh'uh is hu?nh!y riprcjcnted to your 
Honours and^ together zoUh the fi'loz'j'.ug Shats, hufnuly 
fubmitted to your Ceujurc and Di tennination. 

Vol. X. K REMARKS 
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REMARKS on the horrible OppreJJionSy Infokncies^ 
and unjuftifiable Partialities of the Commxssio— 

VERS OF THE ExClSE. 

** TT T is remarkable of England^ and I mention it to 
** JJL ^^ Honour ol free -bom Nations in general, that 
** no People in the World pay their 7axes with more 
** Freedom and Chearfulnefe. 

** But two ^things are always required by Them, in 
** the Matter oipublick Taxing ; which, if osice They 
** are fetisfy'd in. They look no farther. 

** I. That they are legally enaSfed, 

"** 2. Equally colleSled, 

** To have a Tax, or Duty^ legally enabled, re- 
•* quires but one eftablijh^d ^alificatioHy known and 
** undcrftood by all Men ; vix. that it be confented 
*< to in Parliament ; pafs'd into an Aft by the Lords 
** And Commons, duly aflembled ; and obtain the royal 
** JJfent, in due Form. When thus it becomes a LaWy 
" no Englijhman will open his Mouth, but immedi- 
•* ately opens his Purx'e, and frankly parts with his 
•* Money. 

** It is no Part of my Bufinefs here to dcfcend to 
•* Particulars ; or to (hew how many Taxes, perhaps, 
** more in Proportion than any Nation in the World, 
** are thus raifcd in this Kingdom, and how chearfuUy 
" paid by the People ; or what Mifchiefs have attend— 
** ed the fcveral Attempts to raife Money by illegal 
<* and exotick Methods y the moll immediate Handle 

oS civil Tyranny ; odious to, and particularly watch*d 

again ft by the People oi England \ and whenever 

impofcd, or attempted to be fb, always vigoroufly 

oppofed, and more than once to -the Deftru6lion 
** of the Contrivers, 

** Nor had I mention'd it here, but for this Reaibn ) 
V that if the People of England have always been, 
<« and Hill are fo jealous of this particular Privilege, 

"that 
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«* that They cannot be tax'^d but by their own Con^ 
«* fent in Parliament ; and the higheft Invaders of 
** this Frivilege have been rum'd by it ; what ought 
** T}iey to exped from the fame Refentment, who levy 
** l^axesy when legally given, different from tlic true 
•• Intent and Defign of the Law granting ? 

** The/e raife Money without CSnfent of Parlia- 
" ment, in theworft and moil dciliuftivc Manner, 
** and ought to look bock to the Spe?:cers and Gate^ 
«* ftons of old, who abufed the Law, and the Favour 
*• of their Prijue, in illegal Extortions, Briberies and 
** Corruptions, and fell a Sacrifice to the Niition'^s Ju- 
*• ft ice ; and though, indeed, the Cafes diifer, yet in 
** This they agree ; that the Subjcft was both Ways 
** plundered and rifled^ under Prerencc an i hy the Forms 
•* of Law. 

" The Extortions^ Gpprcjpons and Partialities now 
" before U5, as they are not inferior to any, th.it 
** have gone before them, eitlier in the Villany of 
" the Pra^ice, or the Magnitude of the Wrong ; fo 
*' they have this more fntal Difadcr in them, that the 
*« injured Subjeft is locked up by Law, without Ap- 
" peal, to be try'd, judg'd and condemned hy tho 
•* very Parties, who confederate ag(\i>:Jl Himi and 
" when He appeals from Thcrn, he c::ly appeals tj 
•* 7hem ; for lie finds his Jdz'crfaries upcn the Eeicb 
** ef Appeal, ready and, God knows, liow cmpowcrM, 
** to fway and determine the Ctiiife, as Tlicy pleafc. 

*' The Evidence, in thcfe tnoek trials, ij slw:n\i the 
" jP<?r/<7/?,' that cont.ives tt.c Xeeu/af ion ; who, having 
•* formM the Hot fgainfl: an in.'iceent Man, obtains 
** half the Spoil for Szaearir^. 

** The Cafe is then brou^.ht before tlie Coiitn'ifpe-- 
** nerSi who, in Concert and Confederacy wi:h the 
*' indigent Wretch that fweais, hcir, judge and try 
^ the Cau!e before-hand, and condemn, or acquit, as 
*' the Market can be made. 

K 2 -« Thus 
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** Thus no Man's Eftate is fafe ; but the Property 
** and Induftry of the Subjeft is deftroy'd by infinite 
** Corruptions, Partialities and abominable Pra^ices ; 
to the Shame and Reproach of Jufiiee; Scandal of 
a well-order'* d Government \ encouraging all Sorts of 
Briberies and Perjuries \ and the Ruin of a Multi- 
•* ixxdQ oi bonejl families, that fall into the mercilcrs 
Hands of lawlefs thieves and Invaders. ■ 
** And, what is ftill more wonderful, all This is 
praflifed in the Time, under the Authority, and in 
** the Name of a Government and a ^een, that de- 
** fires none of her Sul-jecfts fhould be opprefs'd. Her 
** Majefiy denies Jullice to no Man ; oppreiTes no 
" Man; nor covets any Man's Property ; much Icfs 
" would permit any Subjcrt, commiflion'd by her 
*' Jutbority, to oppiefs his Fellow Subjc6ls. No In- 
" jury can be committed in England, but, if the 
" Government be rightly inform'd of it, will obtain 
" Redrefs ; and all due Encouragement is given to 
*' reafonable Complaints. 

^' Thefe Thing?, confider'd, have obliged the y///- 
** ihor of this Tra^ to prepare thefe Sheets for puh- 
**^ lick View ; in which the following Particulars fhall 
** be fiithfully purfued and impartially related j and I 
**" hope the extraordinary Coniequence of this Publicar 
** tion to the Nation, in the awakening Juftice to pu- 
'* nifh unheard-of VilUwies, and the proteding tfino- 
^ cent Families from the Rapine and ILchheries^ which 
are thus a6\ed without Conscience, or Principles, 
will be a fufficient JuftiHcation of this Attempt. 

I take the Liberty to afTure tiic Peribns concem'd, 
ih:U here is no pergonal, or Pur ty Cnufe purfued; 
'* the Commiffioncrs of the Excijc, and every one .of 
their Officers, are pcrfcf^Iy unknown to the Author 
of This ; neirher hath He any Demand from Them ; 
or is dircftly, or indireftly, concern'd in, or a Suf- 
ferer by any of their 0/>^r^//;^(?;;j; but as . the daily 
** Clamours and Complaints of tlie People, rui n'd and 

' *• injured 
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*' injured by dieir barbarous and unheard-of VioleKce^ 
** fUl our Streets ; expofe the Juftice of our Govern- 
" mcnt ; and threaten us with worfc Confequcnccs 
•* from the Example; He has concernM himfelf to en- 
*' quire into the Particulars ; which He finds fo unu- 
-'* mally bad^ fo univerlally opprejftve ; and fo notori- 
•* oufly partial and unjuft ; that, in order to imme- 
•* diate Redrefs of the Perfons now fuftering, and more 
** efpecially in order to prevent the growing Tyranny 
•* of unreafonable People, who make \Jk of the Power 
•♦ granted Them, to rob and ruin the Subjeft, I 
** thought it a fpecial Service to the Publick to lay 
** this Matter open. 

•• And here I fhall necefikrily examine two Things, 

" I. Whether there is not an exorbitant Power ^ 
^* arbitrary, and in its Nature illegal, tho' literally 
«« othcrwife, accidentally and perhaps unwarily put 
«* into the Hands of the CommiJ/toners of the Excife. 

** 2. Whether They have not made Ufe of that 
*« Power to different Purpo cs, from the true Intent of 
«* the Lat:j, from whence They derive it ? 

" If, in this Enquiry, Bribery, Corruption, and 
«• Partiality appear fairly chargeable upon both Maders 
•* and Servants, Comm'ijjioners and Officers, in their 
•• executing the Laws cf Excife ; if Thoufands of 
•• People appear injured and opprejs*d ; the Trade itfclf 
*« difcouraged and the puhlick Duties lejfen^d ; flouriih- 
•* ing Families ruin*d, and the Property of the En^lifi 
•' Subjcft invaded; xh& Gentlemen, whofe Guilt will 
** make Them appear concerned, muft bliilh for Them- 
'* felves. They can have no Body to blame, that 
'• Grievances, of this Nature, at Idft reach the Ears of 
" Thofi, in wliofe Power only it is to redrefs them. 

** I . I am to eiKiuire, whether there is not an exor- 
'* bitant Pc<jver, arbitrary and \i\ its Nature illegal^ 
<* tlio' litcrilly OLherv\ire, accidentally and pcihaps 
«' unwarily put into the Huruis of "the CQfm.iijjhncrs cf 
•^ Excife. 

K 3 '' And 
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** And This will be beft inquired into, by confider- 
** ing briefly the Laws of England y in their general 
*• Defign ; the Nature and Reafon of them. 

'« The general Defign of Law is to prevent Oppref- 
*' Jicns of all Sorts, Injujiice and unfair Ufage^ on ei- 
•• ther Hand ; to hold the ^cale of Power ^ and judge be- 
*« tween the ftrong and the weak. The Nature and 
** Reafon of Law is regulating the Government of a 
•* Peopje, and bringing Methods of Rule to a dated, 
<* known and publick Center; that if the G«/7/y offend, 
•* i}it Governors know what to inilidj \h& Govern d 
y what to expe6l. 

«* Now our Englijb Laws have nothing more admi- 
<* rable in them than the^ reducing the Government of 
•« Mankind to an Equality, and fuch a Scale ofjuftice, 
«• mingled with Right and Liberty, as no one may have 
*< Caufe to complain of being opprefs^d^ nor any Branch, 
•* or Part of the Conftitution be entrufted \yith more 
<« Power than is proper ; or with fo much Power, as to 
•* enable Them to oppofe, or injure another * 

" Among other of the native Branches ^^Jufiicey 
*/ for which our Englijh Laws are famous, and on the 
•' Foot of which this Nation has rifen up to fuch a 
** Degree of Profperity and Riche?, Thcfe arc. fbme. 



** I. That tvQry Englijb?nany ofiending or trefpaA 
" ling, fhall have a/tf/r ^rial, and ihall be judged 
*' by his Peers, and not otherwife. 

« II. That indifferent Judges Ihall try the Caufe 
" between the Prince and the Subje£fy and Aot 
" Parties concerted. 

** III. That no Man fhall be admitted as Evidence 
<* in a Cafe, where He fhall fce Gainer by the Con- 
«' demnation of the Pcrfon He witneiTes againft, 

** I could quote innumerable Statutes and parallel 
<* Cafes, to prove This. Ilie firjl is a Branch of 
** Magna Charta, and the known Right of the People 

** of 
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•• oi England , purchafed with their Blood and Trcafure, 
** and carefully preferved by our Anceftors to us their 
«* Pofterity. 

•• The fecond and third being founded in Reafoity 
«* and daily found in the Ufage of the LntOy and Coin** 
*' mon Pra6lice of Courts^ needs no Recital. 

** Now if thefe three known Maxims of the Law are 
«* invaded, or intrench'd upon, in the prefent Cafe ; 
** I leave it to all indifferent People to judge whether 
** the CommiJJivners of Exctfe are not vefted with an 
•* exorbitant Power y illegal in its own Nature, and 
** contrary to the Rights and Privileges of the Englijh 
** Nation, 

" That this Power is veiled in Them by Parliament , 
** and confe(|uently is literally l^galy I do not deny ; but 
** then I delire to examine hoKv it came to be fo ; and 
«* how it is improved by the CommiJJioners. And This, 
«• in order humbly to reprefent in its Scafon to that 
«* honourable Affembl^y and (hew Them that the Power 
** thus deputed is, by thefe Jbufes, become fo exorbi- 
«* tant, as it is well worth their Honour*s Enquiry, 
•* whether it is not injurious to the SubjeSl and too 
** much Power to be entrufted wor committed to any 
'* iet of Men lefs than a Parliamentary Affembly. 

** It is true the-^^, that firft left the Detcrmina- 
** tion of Offences againff the Laws cfExcife to the 
*• Commiffioners, has now remained for a conliderabic 
•* Time; that is to fay, in the iztb of Charles II. 
•* and is intitled, An ASl to take away the Courts of 
.«• Wards and Lii^eries, &c. 

•* And the feveral^j7j fmce made, viz, for addition 
•* nal DutieSy Penalties, and Forfeitures, having all 
" had Reference back to that ASi, have feem'd too 
** much to depend upon the Juftice and Equality of 
'* that firfi Law, and thereby left the Delinquent to 
** the Mercy of his Accufer, and to the corrupt Sen- 
•* Icncc of an arbitrary Enemy, too often, as there is 

" good 
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** good Caufe to fear, interefled in the Sentence He 
•* pafles. 

" Now, as when the J^ was firfl pafsM, the Se- 
** verity of it was not much regarded, the "Penalties be- 
*• ing fmally and not exceeding 5 /. for any Offence, 
«* fo it is humbly conceived had that Parliament 
«• thought fit at that Time, to have laid the fevere 
** penalties of 200, 100, 50 or 20/. and the other 
«* various forfeit uresy by which one Man may, in his 
«' common Way of Trade, become liable to the For- 
«* fciture of icoo/. per Week ; it is humbly fubmittcd 
«* to the publick Judgment, whether I am too prc- 
«* fuming, if I fay it is very likely the Parliament 
♦* would have been very cautious in the Matter, 
** and have confiderM it again and again, before They 
'* gave /i/r/5' exorbitant ab'olute Powers to Men in Places^ 
•* and Court'CommiJJf oners ; who if They are not, are 
** however to be fuppofed capable of being, mereenary 
** and tyrannieal. 

«* Th'is Law therefore is, in its Execution and Con-i- 
** flruftion, contrary to the fiative Right ofEngliJhmen, 
*' and I hope cannot but recommend itfclf for fome 
*< Amendmenty if n#t a Repeal, to the Confideration 
** of an Englijh Parliament ; fmce it cannot but be 
'• thought hard, that the D'lftillers anU Brewers, who 
*• pay the moft Taxes, to the geneial Support and 
«* carrying on the War, fhould be the only People, 
«* who muft not enjoy the common Privileges ofEngliJb" 
** men, and who'e Offences muft be tryM ^difterent 
** Ways from all the rell of lYicfreeborn People of this 
« Nation, 

I know it will be objected here, that the Parlia- 
ment have taken Care of the Suhjcd^s Rights in this 
Ca'c, by cftabliihing CommiJJJoners of Appeal^ where 
** the Snbjeft is to ha\'e Rcdrefs. 

Now, though it is true, in the Nature of the 
Thing, that to ered a C(fUrt of Appeal, has a very 

« great 
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'* great Face of Jullice in it ; and no Queftion the Par'» 
*' liamenty who eftablifh'd that Part of it, thought 
They had provided for all the Evils, that could be- 
fall the injured Subjed. 

Yet, when the Condu*5l and, indeed, the Capa- 
city of tbcfe CommiJIioners of Appeal comes to be 
" examined ; when the Concert between ^bcm and 
** the Ferfons appeaVd from comes to appear; how 
** little Redrefs They give, in Cafes of notorious In- 
** jury and Abufe of the Subje^i how tedious, chargea- 
ble, litigious, and fruitlefs tbefe Appeals are ; how 
often the Appellant finds his Advcrfarics, the Com- 
niffioners^ fitting on the Bench with the Commif- 
fioners cf Appeal; hearing the Caufe again; com- 
manding the Ear of the Judges cf Appeal", influ- 
encing and byaffing, and too much governing their 
** Opinions; when once the unheard-of Crimes of 
** tbefe pretended Judges comes to Light, and the 
'* black Lift of their partial and fraudulent Methods 
*• ihall appear ; it will eaiily convince our Legijlators^ 
" that to make Commijjtoners of Appeals , in fuch a 
** Manner, i^c. to fu€b People^ is to commit the fuf 
** fering SubjeSi to the Mercy of his exorbitant Enemy i 
** and I believe I may offer, in the Name of the 
** Brewers and Dijlillers in London^ that They would 
" give 20,000 /. to have a fair Appeal to indifferent 
" Jti^g^^ ; Men of Knowledge in the Law, and Con- 
** icience in Pra6lice ; and to have all the Caufes heard 
'* again before Them, for which They have been 
*' barbaroufly and unjuftly fentenced and fined, by the 
** mercenary and tyrannical Proceedings of the prefent 
*' Commijjtoners. 

If thcfe Things are true, as there is too much 
Reafon to believe they are, and of which any Man 
u left to judge, when He reads the hiftorical Col- 
legions of Matter of Fail, at the End of this Trea- 
ti'c, it cannot but be own'^d it is high Time to lay 
[^ This before ihc Parliament of England; where fuch 
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*' Griez'auces as Thefe never want Redrefs, and the 
** wjured SubjeSi cannot fail of beirg impartially heard 
*' and relieved. 

*' It follows to enquire, whether thefe Commijjtoners 
" have not applied this Power ^ veiled in Them by 
** the Law, to different Purpofes from the true In- 
" tent, ^c, 

** This will in nothing better appear than in the 
*^ five Heads, of Articles J exhibited to the Parlia- 
" ME NT, in a Paper printed by the DiJiilkrSy and 
** prefented to the Members with their Petition j and 
** which are as follows ; 

'* I . Informations being exhibited, unknown to the 
" Perfons informed againft, though pretended Summons- 
have been fent, frequently are fufler'd to lye feveral 
Years unpurfued, till the Servants and Witmjfes^ by 
*• which the Perfons accufed might defend Themfelvesy 
•* are gone from Them, or dead, or have forgot the 
** Particulars. • 

2. On the other Hand, Complaints made by the 
Diftillers, for the Injuries and Outrages of their 
Officers, have been {o long left unheard, till They 
** have not been able to make out the Particulars,, for 
'^ the fame Reaibnr as in the Head above. 
. ** 3. That They arbitrarily take upon Them to dc- 
termmc Property, and refufing the Duty, when law- 
fully tendered by the right Owners, and Perfms, 
** from whom it is legally and onlv due, demand it 
** of Others, wholly unconccrn'd and pretend to Forfeit 
*' tures for the Default. 

** 4. That when They have been fummoned to 
** Trials^ on either Informations, or Complaints, and 
«* have duly attended With Council and Witnejfes, 
«* They have been put off, without Reafon given, 
" from Time to Time, on purpol'e to tire Them out 
** with the Charge and Expence of Attendance, 

-*' 5 . That fundry Perfons have been condemr^d and 
** fined by the arbitrary Sentence of the Commifjitmers ; 

" and. 
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«* and, at other Times, have been accquitted for the 
«• y/i;5«^ ijW offaSl^ which l^o-da;^ is, and To-morrow 
«• is not, or in //&// Perfon is, and in another Perfon is 
<* not a Crime, according to the Plea(iire*of the Com- 
^* miffioners ; by which Means innocent Men are led 
•* into Crimes, by the Allowance of thofe very Men, 
"•' who afterwards cenfure and condemn what Thejr 
** before approved; and no Man can know when He 
** afts fiifely and when not. 

The Author then proceeds to the particular Cafes of 
Mr. Puller and Mr. Mackley ; of which I have given 
fome Account in * the fecond Part of my Argument a* 
gainft EXCISES. D. 



ro CALEB D'ANVERS, Efyi 

SIR, 

TH E beft Way to prove the Strength of an Ar- 
gument, is by reducing it to Itgicul Rules. I 
have try*d this Experiment on the eloquent Speeth^ 
publifhM in the Pree-Briton of the 4th Inftant, and 
attributed by Mr. Walfingham to a very great and 
honourable Perfon > but, upon Trial, I cannot reconcile 
his Reafonings to any Mode^ or Figure, taught in the 
Schools. The whole Speech confiits of tht following 
■anconfequential Propojitions^ or Anti-Syllogifms ; viz. 

1 . I'he prefent Quellion is not ?^iG\ii ft anding Armies^ 
which are certainly very dangerous, but only about al- 
lowing his Majefty a Land-Force of feventeen thou/and 
Men ; t^ierefore Gentlemen ought not to infill on the 
Danger oi ftanding Armies. 

2. Next Year, Gentlemen may vote againft aftand* 
ing Army ; therefore They ought to vote Jor it, this 
Year. 

3. \{ the Peace is not firm at the Bottom, and our 
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Wounds an only skinned over, [ssjmeGentUmeii ztg^ued 
thcfirllDa^of theSeflion) Weare not out of Dangerj 
therefore it is neceflkry to keep up zftandwg Artw^. 

4. But if the ?eaci U iftablipd pn the moft Jolid Foun- 
^aliens, (as I fay) there it Leifure for Ambition ta 
look round ; therefore ijianding Jrmy is ftill more ne- 
celTary at this Time, than when ibe Affairs of Europe 
taere tm/etlled. 

5. By the Reduftion propofed We Ihall fave but a 
little Money i therefore We ought ta fave none at all.. 

6. Thiyacobiles 3;zz%iiti&s. /landing Army, anJ 3 
Fopip Solhciler happcn'd to be furniih'd with fonie Ar- 
gumcms upon that Suije/t ; therefore the Parliament of 
Great Britain ought mod certainly to xaie-for one. 

I ant. Sir, your Reader and Friend, 
C. Old Hampdeh. 
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B O T H I N G gives Mc greater Saiij- 
y feaion, upon reviewing the Courfe of 
I ihe/e Papers, for Rx Years pafi, than 
' that Uniformity of Principles, which 
' runs through Ihem from firft to Isft, 
This hath lieen To cxaflly preferred in 
all our KTcourfes upon Liherty, Tradi, Companies, Ci- 
losies, Allyanca, Trestles, Taxes, ftanding Armies, and 
rtifr^rM/Pdw^jjWhichhave been occafionally/nade the 
Subjcfls oithefe Papers, that whoever will give Him- 
ielf the Trouble of looking back upon-thetn, will find 
the fame general Doilrinei conftantly fiipporied by the 
fame KindofRenfoKitigs, without any inconfillent De- 
viations, to feive a particular Turn. 

The gresteft Part of our Wriiings hath been now 
colkftcd together for almoft two Tears, and fubmitied ■ 
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in one View to publick Examination ; yet the molt 
critical of our Adverjarks have not been abJe, wi^h 
.all their Induflry, to .-x on: jk ate rial liconjljlnicy nptm 
us in fo voluminous a Work, compoed by diflcrent 
Hands, publifh'd at different Times, and written upcn 
di£erent Occafions. They have, indeed, attempted 
to do fomething of this Knd, by picking out here ami 
there a Paflage, and putting their o'.vn wild Inteipre- 
tatJons upon it, without any Regard to the m:mifell 
Senfe of the Author^ or the Occ a/ton, up^n which it 
was written. This hath very lately been their Method 
of Reafoning, ^vith Relation to E::cijes ard ft an ding 
Armies, Nay, They have even been obliged to leave 
out thofe Wordsj upon ^vhich the cJjief Strrj's Avas 
evidendy laid, in order to iervc their Purpo'.e. But 
fuch Cavils as Thefc, built on fa lie Quotations, and a 
partial State of the Queilion, cannot in tJie leail af}l6t 
a long Train of general ArgumcHts, in feveral regular 
Difcourfes, profeiTedly wiittcn on thci'an^e Siibjcd. 

On the other Hand, the Writings of thefc Gentlemen 
are one continued Series of Inconfiftencies and Centra* 
iiBions^ both as to Principle and Argument, in almoll 
every Point, which hath fallen under Debate. This 
hath been fo often demonflratcd, b)' particular Inftances, 
that I will not tire tlic Rervdcr wirh any Repetitions, 
but proceed to the immediate Defign of this Paper ; 
vix. to prove our own Confiftency with Regard to 
Excifes ; and This will beft appear hy a fhort Review 
of what hath paft on that Subjeclt from our iirll Ap- 
pearapce in Publick to the prefent Time, 
i When I charge the minifterial Writer i with an eter- 

nal Round of Inconfiilencics and Contradidlions, I 
mean thofe learned Advocates in ordinary^ who are kept 
upon conllant Duty, and ftation'd in the zveckly Papers ; 
for I mull do one Gentleman ( who may be properly 
ftyled a minifterial Writer ) the Juflice to acknowledge 
that He feems to be very confiftcnt with Ilimfelf, I 
mean the Author of a famous Trcatil'e, intitlcd, an 
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EJfa;^ on the fublick Debts of this Kingdom^ fcfr. printed 
in the Year 1726. The Drift of /i'/J Book was to prove 
that the Lands ^ Eflates, Expence, or Commerce of 
Great Britain will yet eafily admit of fiirther Duties^ 
fufficient tojumijh new Fun<is, to anfxoer the Interefl of 
fuch Sums as any fublick OccafionSf that He canreprefent 
to Himfelfy can call for. Having laid down this 
Jioneft f ofition, He proceeds to fhew that it is more 
eligible to provide for the current Expences of the Go- 
vernment bv Duties on Home-Confumption, alias Ex^ 
iCifes^ than by the ufual Method of a Tax upon Land, 
His Words are thcfe. Upon enumerating the feveral 
Duties^ which at different Times have been provided^ to 
anjwer the Demands of the publick Creditors, // will 
appear that the great eft Fart of them (whether collet ed 
by Cuilom, or Excife} have been laid upon Commodities 
in general Ufe and Confumptiontamongft that Part of the 
Inhabitants of this Country, whofe Circumftances will 
calily admit of the Expence. — In this Way, fays He, 
the publick Expence is leaft fenlibly felt by Thofe^ who 
contribute towards it ; every Per/on being voluntary in 
bis Expence y and gratifying Himfelf, whilft He is con- 
tributing from his Eft ate to the Expence of the Govern^ 
ment. 

For this Reafon, He recommends the Continuance 
of our prefent Duties on Commodities^ even after rfie 
fublick Debts are paid, as zftanding Fund, to fupply the 
ordinary Expences of the Government, inflead of a 
Land Tax from Year to Year, Nay, He declares, in 
the Fullnefs of his Heart upon thb Occafion, that He 
hath no ObjcStion to any new Burthen, or any Varia- 
tion in the prefent Burthen^ in order to accompliih fo 
-great and defireable a Work. 

In this Manner did He chalk out the Plan, above fix 
Years ago, upon which the prefent Scheme feems to be 
built, and all the late Reafon ings, in Favour of it, have 
been founded; for what have x^at mtnifterial Wiriten 
i^id more, on this Subject t -than that the Katioais iliU 
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able to htzx farther Duties and new Funds ; that Excifes 
are the moft equitable Methods of raifing Money upon 
the People, as every Man's Expences are voluntary ; 
and therefore that tney ought to be perpetuated and in- 
creafed, in Preference to any other Kind of Taxation ? 

If therefore Report fays true, that the Effay writer 
liaih had any Share in this honourable Work, cither 
by concerting the Scheme itfelf, or by drawing up the 
neceffary Material! for putting it in Execution ; it muft 
be acknowledged that He hath a^ed a very conjiftent 
Party and what might bereafonably expeded from One, 
who had long ago laid fo hopeful a Foundation. He 
fcems, indeed, to ha^e taken the Hint from the worthy 
PrcjeSlor of the In laud Duties uf>G/i Coffee y Tea and 
Cbocolatey who got the Start of Him a Year or two be- 
fore; but as it mull be confcfs'd that He hath made 
fome confiderable Improvements on the original Plan, 
I think They ought to divide the Honour of tbii Proje^ 
between Them. 

At the fame Time, I hope the Reader will do Me the 
Jufticc to remember that I was always of a different 
Opinion from thefe Gentlemen ; particularly the Author 
tf the EJfay ; which was the j?/^? new Piece y that fell 
under my Animadvcrfion, after the Craftfman appear 'd 
in Publick. A long Controverfy cnfucd upon that Sub-- 
fe£f, both within Doors and without ; in which a cer^ 
tain honourable Gejitleman received a very remarkable- 
Defeat at hb own Weapons, and hath ever fince de- 
clined any Enquiries into the Bt ate of the "Nation. I 
had my felf the Honour of fome {mall Share in that me- 
morable Difpute, without Doors, by pointing out the 
evil Tendency di fuch DoStrineSy and am fony to fnd 
jny Apprehenlions verify'd, that there was a Scheme in 
Petto y for loading the People with new BurtheyiSy or 
introducing fome Variation in the prefcnt Burtbeny as 
the Effay-writer exprefs*d it, which would be equally 
grievous. 

L 2 In 
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In the Year 1730 his Msjelly was plpafed to expre/s 
his royal CompulGon for -he Hardjhips of the poor Arti- 
ficers andManufaSiurcrs, In Purluancoof this Recom- 
mendation from the Throne, the Pallia mcnt took their 
Ca(c into Confideration ; and, after a long Debate, abo- 
lifh'd the Duties on Salt, as the moft efFcdlual Relief to 
thofe poor People, Ihis gave us Hopes of a gradual 
E:ijc from fcveral other Taxes, which lye the moil 
Iicivy on our Trade and MantifaBures ; and it was 
generally expelled that the Dutie' on ^oap and Catkiles 
v/oi'Id be ioon taken off; but the very next Tear, We 
received Information that a Scheme ^vas then on Foot, 
for fubilituting a general Excife in the Room of a Land- 
Tax. We gave the Publick immediate Notice of /to 
Dfign\ ap.d though it was rtrenuoufly deny'd, at that 
'iiiuc, our Inform.ation foon proved true ; for the Duties 
on Salt were revived the Year afterwards^ and laid 
for THREE Years certain, in lieu of a *?^/7///?^ in 
the Pound on Land /2?r one Year. We were like- 
wife told, at the lame Time, that the other Shilling on 
Land fhould he taken off this Year, if Gentlemen 
%'. ould agree xofome reafonable Alterations in the Method 
cf coUecling the fuhlick Revenue j I'hat is, by turning 
the Cujiojns into Excifes, 

Thus have I traced the prefent Scheme from its origi- 
nal Concepiion down to this Time 5 and though it may , 
be juilly fa id that the ProjeSfors and Patrons of .it have 
}vj.riliecl their Defign in a very regular, conliftent Man- 
ner ; it is notorious that their Advocates have gone on 
in thcirjufual Strain oi Contradi^ion and Prevarication ; 
fometimcs applauding the ProjeSl as the moll excellent 
Scheme, that ever enter'd into the Heart of Man ; at 
other Tinies difovvning it, as a meer Chimera of our 
own fruitful Invention j but never daring to condemn 
it, in plain Terms; or to affert thdit ns Jach Defign, 
under any Shape whatever, is at prefent m Agitation. 

It cannot be forgot that the profound Mr. Osbomt 
mounted the Stage lall Summer, upon this Occafion, 

and 
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and made a filly Z^ff/s Speech about Exdfes, without 
Head or Tail, to the great Diverfion cf the Publick. I 
was however in Hopes that He would have been prc- 
vail'd upon by his Friends^ not to ezpole Himfelf any 
more in fuch an indecent Manner ; and, indeed , I 
b^an to entertain fome Opinion of his Prudence and 
DUcretion, from his long Silence on this Head; but his 
iaft Paper hath quite undone Him with Me again, and 
coniirm'd the Truth of an old Obfervation, that it is 
impoflible to get the better of Nature, 

He tell us with a very grave Face, at the End of this 
Paper, that He hatb aSied the Part of a fair and honefl 
Mediator, in the prefent Difpute ; That is, He hath 
talk'd backwards and forwards upon the Subjeftof £.3ir- 
eifes for two* or three Columns together, and left it at 
Iaft juft where He found it, without bringing the diffe^ 
rent Parties a Step nearer to one another, and only- 
giving us to underftand, that He dees not know what f 9 
think of it Himfelf 

Having fet out, in his ufual Strain, with a DeHnition 
k£ private and publick Wifdoniy He proceeds to the Pointy 
and informs us, that Men m Fower Jhou/d eonjider, not 
mify what is for the real Benefit of the Nation, butfhculd 
fiiy fome Regard to the Humours, Inclinations, and 
Prejudices of the People,'^ On the other Hand, He 
obferves, with the fame Penetration, that this Condefien- 
tion Jbould not be carry^dfofar as to depart from what is 
right ; for to lay afidfe Schemes, which appear upon thi 
whole for the Benefit and Advantage of the Nation, cnly 
becaufe the People are generally agairfi them, and make 
a Noife in the J)ark, Jhews Pufillanimity, and Want of 
Abilities, z?;?^ Refolution toferve thePublicki it is mean 
and inglorious. — Now, hear Him again, on the other 
Side. — But then it jhould be well conftder^d, whether 
the Scheme is right upon the, whole ; whether what is 
got one Way, is not loft another ; whether it is not 
better to lofe lome Advantage to the Publick, or bear with 
fome Frauds in Duties, rather than opprefs, or grieve 

L 3 tht 
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the Snhjcfl Ly a new Manner of colleding, terrible in 
Jpprebcnjic?!, and, perl nps, in VaFt burtheTifome to Tbern* 
J'ehes and Pojleriiy — .But let us lee once more how He 
coines round about again. — It is abfurd, fays Ke, 
to ima7jne that Minilleis, if They only regardsd their 
cicn Inter cjl, Jhould enter into Measures , zohich will Jet 
all the trading Part of the Nation againji Them. He 
tells us likewiie, that tt is [aid, by the Friends of the. 
Mini I try, that this Scheme is highly advantageous to the 
Inter eft of the fair and lioneft Traders ; that it will bring 
in near four hundred thoufand Pounds a Year upon the 
prefent Duties ; and, in jhori, that if ever the Miniflers 
were right bi any Thing, for the Good of the Nation, They 

are v\g\\t in This. You fee how adioitly He goes 

through his Evolutions. — To the Right. — To the 
l,efi. — To the Right again. About as you were. 

The Subilance of his Mediation, as far as I can col- 
kft his Meaning from a Jumble of incoherent Words, 
leems to be ; that however terrible this Scheme may be 
in Apprehenfion, or, perhaps, in Fa6l, the People of 
Great Britain ought to give Themfches no Uneafinefs a- 
bout it J becaufi it feems very improbable to Him, that 
the W'wn^rY Jhould efigage in a Scheme, detrimental te 
the Publick ; that They ought not to meet in Bodies all 
ever the Kingdojv^.^ which is call'd Bu l l y i n G Men in 
Power ) and rcjoive flrenuoufly to oppofe an imaginary 
Monfler, in atiy Firm or Shape ; but to wait with Pa- 
tience, till the Scheme is laid before the Publick, that f§ 
They may hiotv what to encounter ; that if any Part of it 
Jl:ould appear to be againft the Intereft of Trade, or the 
Eafe of\x^^^{mtf\, They will have full Liberty to make 
their ObjeSliom j and if They canU get it laid afide. They 
may be able to obtain liich Alterations as will give Them 
Satisfaction. 

What a fine Syllem ofpuhlick Wifdom is here exhibit- 
ed to us; and how worthy of a Man, who pretends to 
uncommon Stridlnefe of Reafoning ? Mr. Osborne^ in- 
deed* hath long ago proved Himfelf a meer old Babe in 

Politicks % 
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Politicks; but it was natural to ruppo'*e, at lead, that 
He could not be ignorant of the old School-Maxim, 
Principiis obfta ; or, venientt cccurrite Morbo. Inllead 
of This, He advifcs us to trull intircly to a good Confti- 
tution, and let the Di (temper run on to a Crifisy before 
We apply any Remedy. — Nothing but the Importance 
of the Suljjc^t could have induced Ale to take lb much 
Notice of ilich an iricojjfiftcnt Jargon ofSopbifiryi which 
muft be my Apology for makmg a few more general- 
Obfervaiior.s on the lame Head. 

It is the undoubted Privilege oi EngUptncn to peti« 
tion the Parliament, and apply to their Reprefcntatlvcs 
in all Cafe?, where They apprehend their Intercfls, or 
Liberties, to be concernM. 7bis Privilege is coeval with 
Parliaments themlclvcs, and imply'd in the very Term 
t£Refrefentatives. It hath been often affertcd, upon 
important Occafionr, and fully confirmed to us by fe- 
veral Refblutions of Parliament; particularly by the 
Bill of Rights, at the late glorious Revolution. 

As therefore the mercantile Part of the Kingdom are 
- fully warranted in their Condudl, upon this Occafion, 
by the fundamental Maxims of our Conlliturion, and 
the frequent Fraftice of former Times; fo I think They 
have dillinguifli'd their Prudence in the Courfe of /Z'/V 
OppofttioHy which They began at the mojl proper Timey 
and have carry 'd on in the moft dutiful and peaceable 
Marnier, though with great Vigour, and without any 
Regard to PartyConf derations. 

As to Point of TimCy They had the Example of tlie 
Druggijls before their Eyes, with Regard to the Tea- 
ASi\ who waited with Patience till the Scheme was 
made publick, according to Mr. Oiborne^s Advice, and 
then made their Objeftions againft it i but were neither 
able to get it laidafidc, nor to obtain fuch Alterations 
as gave Them Satistaction. For this Reaibn, the Mer- 
chants -dXi^ Trader Sy who apprehend Themfelves in 
Danger from \\\q prefent Scheme, have had Recourfe to 
another Method, by apply big to their own particular 

J^eprrfcnt.Uii'es, 
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Rtprefentatives^ whom They have a Right to addrefs^ 
and even inftruily upon fuch Occafions, according to 
antlent and laudable Cuflom. 

Neither ought This to be call'd making a Noife in thi 
darkf or encountering an imaginary Monfter. They are 
convinced by fatal Experience that it is no SpeSire, or 
Phantom of their own Imagination, which They have 
been oppofing, but a real Beaft of Prey ; and will ne- 
ver be perfuaded to let Him into their Houies^ of their 
own Accord, under any Pretences that He fhall be 
made gentle, or di^ablea from hurting Them. They 
know Him to be a fierce, intraftable Creature, of the 
Panther Kind whom no Arts can tame ; and though his 
Teeth and Clatvs fhould be blunted for the prefent, they 
will Toon grow again. 

In plain Terms, nobody can be now ignorant of the 
Nature of this Project j which is to turn the preient 
Courfe of the Law, with Regard to the Cuftoms, into 
another Channel ; and therefore the trading Part of the 
Nation muft be alJow'd to have afted not only a wife, 
but a jujf Party in endeavouring to prevent it, by all 
dutiful ^rA lawful Methods, under any Shape, or Pretence 
whatfoever ; for if this Scheme, or any fuch Scheme^ 
fhould take Effeft, it will be abfolutely indifferent to 
^her^r. whether the ProjeBors fhall think fit to call it 
an Excife, an Inland Duty, or a Ware-houfe Duty ; or 
whether their Properties mall be fubje(fled to the Power 
of Ccmmiftoners, InfpeBors, or other Officers of the 
Crown. It is their Defire that no Alteration of this 
Kind m^y be made at all ; but that They may continue 
to have the free Difpofal of their own Goods, after the 
Duties are paid^ without being liable to the Inquifition of 
'vexatious^ little Tyrants^ veiled with an arbitrary Power 
to difturb 1 hem at any Time in their Bufinefs, or to 
piy into the Secrets of their Trade ; and that if any Dif- 
feiencc? fhould happen to ari^e between the Crown and 
the SubjcSl, they may be determined in the antient Man^ 
ner, by a Jury, and in the ordinary Courts of Juftice. 

Thi« 
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This is what They have requefted of their Reprcfcn^ 
t/itives, in the moft patlietick Planner ; and what They 
rely on the Honour and Juftice of Parliament to fecure 
to Them. It cannot therefore be thought that any lit' 
tk Variations^ in the Method of executing this Scheme, 
will give Them Satisfaction, if any of thofe ejfential 
'Points fhould be made a Part of it. The Scheme itfelf 
is built on a Suppofition that [ome extraordinary ad- 
ditional Powers are requifite to prevent Frauds in the 
Revenue^ as tlie Laws Hand at prefent ; and though the 
PryeSfors may be induced to qualify them, at firft, 
with fome ReJJriSlions, they will befoon removed, if it 
fhould be found impradlicable to execute their Scheme in 
its full Force with fuch a Clog upon it ; for We muft 
exp-ed to hear it argued with great Plaufibility, in fuch 
a Cale, that /?;;r^ the Parliament hatlMh ought fit to make 
fome Regulations in the Manner oj colleSlifig the Revenue, 
it would be unreafonable to refufe the Crown a fufficient 
Power to put them in Execution. 

Befides, if an Excife fhould be laid on fome Com- 
modities , under fuch ReJlriSlions, I leave the Projectors 
themfelves to confidcr, ^vhether thofe Perfons, who are 
now under the plenary Powers of Excife, would not 
have Reafon to complain of Inequality, and a Right to 
exped the fame Indulgences y in their Favour. — I might 
even ask Them, ^vhcther nothing of this Kind hath ap- 
peared already amongft the Dealers in excifeable Cofn- 
modities. 

Let no Man therefore dccch'c Flimfclf, or endeavour 
to deceive Others, by little te?nporniy Expedients, in a 
Point of fuch iniinite fmpvortance to the Trade, Ititerefi 
and Liberty of the whole Natio?i. 

I cannot conclude better tlian by putting my Readers 
in Mind of the Trojan Horse. It is, indeed, a 
very old Story, but a very good one, and applicable to 
all Cafes of the fame Nature. Let us remember, my 
Countrymen, that one of the moft famous Cities in the 
World was abfolutely dellroy'd by that Sratagem, after 

it 
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it had refilled a Siege often Years. Let us alfo rcfle<^ 
that the Trojans were drawn into this fatal Snare by the 
plaufible Tale of an impudent^ lying Fellozo^ who made 
the ftrongeft Profeffions oi Friendjhif^ and pretended to 
have nothing fo much at Heart as their Prefervation, 
But We cannot be deluded in the feme Manner. We 
know what a General Excise is, and cannot be 
ignorant that it hath an Army in its Belly. Let us 
therefore- keep a conflant Guard at the Gates ; and if 
another Sinon fhould endeavour to introduce /^//& a Mon- 
fter amongil us, under any fpecious Pretences whatlb- 
ever, let us rejedl his Offers with the utmoft Indigna- 
tion; for if We fliould once admit Him within our 
Walls, it will be almoft impollible to efcape the fa;ne 
Fate with that unhappy People, D. 

^T^H IS is to give Notice that //J^NorfolkDevicb 
•» (being a curious, neto-invented Inftrumenty for gaug- 
ing any Vejfel^ without damaging the Liquor) will fotm 
be expofed to Sale by Mr. Judas Cocquet, lately arrived 
from Lynn-Regis, at his great Warehoufe near Wint- 
Office-Court in Rcct-ftreet. 

Where may likewife be had^ 

All Sorts of Dimenfion-Books, Br^-Phtes, Sliding- 
Rules, numerical Canes, and other mathematical JMrU' 
mentSy proper for Gentlemen of the Excife, approved and 
recommended by the, honourable Sir Johii Mundungus, 
Knt. and Humphry Fitz©rug, Ef^; 

N, B. It being expected that there will foon be a ge- 
neral Demand for thefe Commodities, the faid Judas 
Cocquet hath provided a very large ^antity for the pte* 
fentf and the Town may depend on being conftai^lyfupplfd 
with them at reafonable Rates. 
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5* CALEB D'ANVERS. £/?; 

JIfr. D'A N V E R s, 

f F your Paper is not pariicularlj' engaged 
T next Week, give me Leave to make ft 

! few Obfervations on a Letter, publifli'd 

' in the Ceurant of yaiiaary the Z2d,aai 

I fign'd Carus. 

' It fecms, you condefeended to be- 
llow fome Remarks on this Gentleman in the ftcend 
Part of yaur Argument againft Excises, and in- 
timated that you took Him to be an Irifoman, \n his 
Manner cf Writ'mg, and the l^ame He affunied j which, 
M you obfcrved, is only a Latin Word for dear Jm. 

This ReHeftion put the Qenikmen into great m^th, 
«nd obliged Him, as He tells us, to doHimfeif Juftice 
i^inft thebafift, falfeft and mtft fcandabui AJprfimu 
ihal ever drcpt from the Pen rf a Man, who makes Li- 
belling bis Bufme/s ; though, by the Way, I carnol 
help thinking that they are more likely to drop fiom 
the Pen of fiuh a Man than from one, who does not 
make Libeiffng his Bufinefe. Neither can I conceive 
that calling Him an Irijhmaji, or even a Blunderer, are 
Calumnies of fuch a bafe and fcandakus Nature, though 
the Faft ftiould happen to be ful/e. 

He endeavours to purge Himfelf from ihii AIperTion 
by a Strain of Wit, and tells us that He takes this 
Criticifm en bis Name ta bt an humble Imilalian sf that 
taking Jeke in /ie Recruiting Officer, that Caii.oi.vs 
ii Latin fir Queen Anke. Novtr, I always diQUght 
the 



151 ^e Craftsman* N*'.344J 

the Humour of that Jcfl: lay in the Ignorance of Serjeant 
■ Kite ; for Care Ins is not Latin for Queen Anney though 
Carus is for de/ir Joy ; and therefore the Inirnuatioft 
that you know no more of Latin than Serjeant Kite is, 
I think, as bafe^ falfe and Jcandalous an Afperfiony as 
your charging Him with being a blundering Irijhman, 

He then proceeds very gravely to the Difcovery of 
his Reafons for afluming that Appellation ; and obferves 
rightly enough, in his own Defence, that He cannot 
fee any Thing in the Word Carus, which Ms iefs hcneft^ 
or inoffenfivCy than in William, Caleb, Nicholas, or 
any other Name tohatfocver, — But what chiefly occa- 
fion'd this Letter is the following Aflertion. 

jis to what the Craftfman intimates of my being an 
Irifhman; Hyat is^ like Abundance of other Things He 
afferts, an impudent Faljhood, I neither am a Native 
of that Kingdom, norfo much as ever Jet' my Foot in it. 

Thi.«, 5/r, is fo impudent a Falfbood, (to ufe his 
own Words ) that it provoked Me to expo!e Him in 
publick ; for of all Men in the World I hate a Lyar^ 
and one, who difowns his Country, As for this Writer ^ 
I know Him to be not only born and bred in Ireland^ 
but one of the old Natives^ or Aborigines of that King- 
dom. His Father kept a Potatoe-Shop at a .little VU- 
kge, in the County of Donnegal^ and having a nu- 
merous Family,' a Gentleman of my Acquaintance in 
the Neighbourhood took this Son into his Family, to 
run of Errands. The Boy proving a pert young Lad, 
my Friend had fome Hopes of Him ; and, being a 
Gentleman of a charitable Difpolition, put him to a 
Grammar-School, where He learn'd to ready and 
pick'd up a Ihtle Latin ; but growing untowardly after- 
wards, and having plaid fome Pranks there, which I 
ihall conceal at prefent, He was obliged to leave that 
Country, and came over to England^ to feek iiis For* 
tunt . About nine or ten Months ago, I met Him in 
the Park in very good Plight, and fprucely dreft. 
Bemg ibmewhat furprized al fuch a Sight, I found 

upon 
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upon Enquiry that He had been recommended to 
Mr. TraplaWy the Sollicitor, and was admitted a 
Member of his Club in Holbsm, 

This, 5/r, I can prove by indifputable Evidence ; 
but without giving You, or the Publick, that Trouble, 
I will undertake to demonftrate from the Paper now 
before Me, that Nobody but a downright Bog-trotter 
could have been the Audior of it. 

In the fii ft Place, He tells us, that He is not ac- 
quainted with the Gendcman, againft whom your Satire 
was pointed. — If therefore you miftook your Afj», and 
pointed your Satire at the wrong OhjeB^ what hath 
this Writer to do with it 5 or how was it incumbent on 
IBm to clear flimfelf from an Afperfion, which was 
not aim'd at Him, and could not be apply'd to Him, 
unklb He hath had the Vanity to take the Merit of 
thofe Papers to Himfclf amonglt his Acquaintance ? — 
' He might have continued in perpetual Obfcurity, if 
He pleafed, and Nobody could have laugh'd at Him, 
in particular, for the ridiculous Figure He made in 
your Writings. 

He add5, that whatever my Style may in the 
Courant have e^yf /i'^ Hibernian Call, I aver that m-^ 
Writings^ on another Occafiony have been copied in Fog, 
and recommended in the Craftfman. — I wifli He had 
been pleafed to fpecify thofe Writings^ that the Publick 
might judge of them ; but I will venture to anfwer for 
both of you, that they were not in Favour of Excijes^ 
or Jfanding Armies ; and therefore This can be look'd 
upon only as a blundering Confcffion that He hath 
tum'd his Coat, iince his Admittance into the mini- 
Jierial Club. 

I (hall take Notice of but one Pallage more, to prove 
his ExtraAion ; and That is where He calls upon his 
Countrymen, to remark how readily you fall into perso- 
nal Invective, though you have not the leafl Know-- 
iedge ofthe^AA.'ii, whom you defame. — Ubooboo, upo' 
xny Shoul, dear Joy, the Brogue is upon your Pen. 
-Vol. X. M Perfonal 
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Terfonal Inveclk'e without any kind o^ per fen a I Know- 
ledge is certainly an Iricifm. It puts me in Mind of 
Faiher Fclgarii, in the Stratagem, who cndeavour'd 
to pafs Himfclf oil' for the Son of a Burgomaller of 
Brujfch ; and being charged with going to School at 
Tipper ary, ciy'd out by Way of 'iViumph, noy ro, 
yoy, it ras Kilkenny. 

1 cannot conclude, without acquainting you that I 
am myrclf the Son of an Englijkmtin, born in IreJnu.iy 
and therefore ha\c a natural AffccVion for loth Kivg- 
doms. I am far from l^ing plea led to fee any national 
Reflc6lion3 caft on either ; and muft do you, Zir, the 
Juftice to obfcrve, that you have been very fparing of 
thofe fafhionable Sarcafms ; but when fuch 2^Jhamekfsy 
abfurd Creature as this Car us fets up for a Writer^ and 
pretends to rcafcn, I am not iiirprized at the Imputa- 
tions fix'd on my native Country. V: He fhould perfift 
in fuch abandoned F'alflioods, lie mult expe£l to fee 
his true 'Name publiD-i'd at Length, with fome other 
CircLimftances of his Life, which 1 have hitherto con- 
cealVI, in Hopes of his Amendment ; and to (hew 
Him that I am ready to jailify what I have faid, J 
ihall fubfcribe my own Name to this Letter, being, 

5 / ^, your confiant Reader y 

and hufnlfle Servant y 
Arthur's Coffee-lcufc, 
N. in Piccadilly . PatrickBriton. 



To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efqi 

SIR, 

AS the late A€i, for the letter Regulation of 
Juries, is near expiring, and you have fre- 
,^ucntly mentionM it in }'our Writings, on different, 

Accounts, 
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Accounts, I prcfume Ibme Thoughts on that Subjeft 
will not be diuigrceable at prefcnt. 

7'hc Jci itfclf was certainly well defign'd, ani excel- 
lently calculated, in general, to reflore the Ufc of yun'cs 
to their primitive Inilitation, of proteding tlic Liber- 
ticSr Piopcrtlcs and Lives of Engliffjmen, For this P(i> 
po:e, it was made temporary at frit, for three Tears 
only, in order to ice whether it wonld produce ti>e in- 
tended Effeft ; and a jull Exception having been taken 
to a Clauje in it, concerning Special Ju r i ef, which 
may be hereafter turn'd to the Prejudice of the ^uhjeB, 
Wc have Reafbn to hope that our Repreiontativc5 ui!l 
take fome effc<^lual Method for fecuring us againll any 
iuch Danger, in Cale They fhould think fit to continue 
this Lazo, as I hope They will. — The Clauje I iii. .u 
runs in the follo.ving Word;?. 

•• And whereas fome Doubt hnh been conceived, 
*f touching the Power of his Maje fly's Courts of V/uVT 
" at Weftminfier, to appoint Juries to be ftruck before 
*« the Clerk of the Crown, Maftcr of the Ojice, Vro^ 
*• thonotariest or other ororer Oftic':r of ilich re.p:di\e 
•* Courts, for the IVial of LTuc? defend in^;; in rnc faid 
** Courts, without the Confcnc of r'he P.'ofccutor, or 
•* Parties concenrd in the Pio.cc^ri.n, or Suit then 
** depending, unle.s fach IiT.ies are to Iv: trvM at the Ear 
** of the fame Courts; be it declared an.i cnided by 
** the Authority aforcf^id, that it i]i..d and inay be law- 
*' ful to and for his MajcRy's Coui ts of K'n-^s D:ncb, 
*' Common Picas, and 'Eyr:ci:ui\ at 'iy\-'}rurii}:.r^ re- 
** fpeflively, upon Moiion made on Behalf oi his Mu- 
" jelly, his Heirj, or Succeifors, or on the ?\Ioiion of 
** any Pro:ecutor, or Defendant, in any Indi«itment, or 
** Liformation for any Mildemeanor, or Information in 
** the Nature of a ^o Warranto depending, or to be 
** brought, or profecuted in thefaid Court of Exchequer ^ 
*' or on ti:c Motion of any Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs, De- 
" fendant, or Defendants in any A^lion, Cauie, or Suit 
" whatfocvcr, depending or to be brought and carry'd 
** on in the faid Courts of King^s Bench, Common Pleas, 

M 2 ** and 



i3tJ ^The Craftsman. N** 344. 



« 






and Excbequerj or in any of them ; and the faid 
** Courts are hereby refpeftivcly authorized and re- 
quired, upon Motion as aforefaid, in any of the Cafes 
before-mentioned, to order and appoint a Jury to be 
ftruck, before the proper Officer of each refpeftive 
Court, for the Trial of any IfTue join'd in any of tlie 
" iaid Cafes, and triable by a Jury of twelve Men, in 
" fuch Manner as Special Juries have been, and are 
" ufually llruck in fuch Courts refpedively, upon 
" Trials at Bar had in the faid Courts ; which (aid 
•* Juries, {o ftruck as aforefaid, Ihall be the Jury re- 
*• tum'd for the Trial of the faid IfFue. 

The 'chief Provifion oithis A^ is, in a great Mea- 
fure, defeated by the Clatife now recited j and no Man 
can depend on b^ing try*d, in any Cafe, whether 
criminal ox othcrwii'e, by ^ Jury to be chofen by Ballot ; 
for We lee that the Judges are obliged to order a fpecial 
Jury to be ftruck by their own Officers, in the former 
Manner, upon the Motion of either Party. 

It is therefore hoped that when this Law comes again 
nndcr the Confideraiion of Piirliament, the Claufe be- 
fore- men do n'd will be either left out, or limited in fuch 
a Manner ai to prevent the bad EfFedls of it, by ex- 
cepting all Cafes, where the Crown is concemM, or 
rcltraining the Judges from granting 2. fpecial Jury, iin- 
lefs both Parties confent to it. 

A. I nm, SIR, ^V. Anglicus, 




Saturday* 
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N*'34j. Saturday, Feh. 10, 1732-3. 

To CALEB D'ANVERS, £/?; 
SIR, 

SHsn th: Pt-ople find Tliemfclves generally 
aegrieved. They are apt to manileft their 
Relenrment in latyrical Ballads, Allego- 
ries Bv-lityings, and ironical Points <^ 
-_- _i lo'.v Wit. 'i'hey romcdmca go ferther, 
'"** and breaJt oat into hleroglj-piiical Exi 
preiTni:; of ti.eir A.igcr flgiinft the Pcrfon, whom They 
ooiieeivc ;o be the Protcftor of. any Injury done, or ia- 
tenitil fj be doneThem. 

Neither is it prudent in a MlmfteT .to negleft, or 
derpi.e ■^x^z\i EhiiiVnhiisof p^pukr Rrfmmtnr. I thint 
it l>c;;o»-C3 a P',litic;a/!, who:e Pafjons are rot much 
Ibongsr [han hjj Reason, not only to read thofe Pablei 
and Allegoric;, ur,dcr which his Charafter is exhibited 
to the WorU, tint io regard ihem with the greatett 
Attention, f<.rh:s o'.vn Safc'y, as -.veil as the pubKck 
Good. EpJin'.lcal C/.T!iii:i; as it is generally. foimded 
on a juil Caufc, v> a Spirit r.ot aifily lo be laid, or &-- 
tisf/'d, without iaki-ng its Re\^:igc oa the P(rp», -ivho 

Th:; &encv.-.l.\veifionof the People, at this'Tinie, 
(gair.lipJvir.g !i;;;r 'laxci by way of Excije, 01 to any 
Scher:'.: for n.vi ■Ax'n^ iac L/iai of Exdj'c, .hzth difco- 
ver'd it.cir JTi t!i; Manner 1 have dcicribed- One can- 
not waik tiicJiueets without hearing fome link, gibir.g 
Pl.-ce if U'.-l, or feeing Iott:; QroU-tmikm, delign'd to. 
e':pr,: s the ■^^:.-,iai jjiillkf; of ihc I'toi'-le to d'n Sen ej 
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As I was fauntering fome Days ago through Lincoln* s- 
Inn-Fields, I faw a Groupe of People, who fectn'd to be 
exceedingly delighted with a little^ political Ditty ^ 
chaunted out to Them in a rough Bafe, and containing 
feveral humorous Reflexions on tiis Project ; which 
was reprefented to Them on a wooden Cut, (by Way 
ofFrontifpiece) under the Figure of a devouring Dragon^ 
with feveral Heads. This Monfler drew a Chariot ; in 
which fat a very portly Per/on, receiving prodigious 
Sums of Gold, which ifllied from one of the Mouths of 
the Beajly and fhower'd direftly into his Lap. The 
Cbaunter and his Audience feem'd extremely pleafed 
with each other, and did not part till He had diipofed 
of all hb Goods. 

I was no fooner got into Holbourn than I met with 
another Croud of People about a fohacconift^s Shop, who 
had drawn Them thither by a new Device on his prin- 
ted Papers, adapted to the prefent Occalion. I per- 
ceived the Populace were highly pleafed with the Joke, 
and moft of Them laid out a Penny with the Man, to 
encourage Him. Curiolity induced me to follow their 
Example, and I found. my Tobacco adorn'd. with a ty- 
pical Lampoon on the fame Subje£l. It confifted of 
three wooden Shoes inclofed in a Mantle, like a Coat of 
Jrmsy fupported by an Excifeman properly habited^ on 
one Side, and a Grenadier^ on the other, with thefe 
Words as a Motto, ^sBlood, Will ft and Them all. 

I was likewife told by a Gendeman, whom I met in 
the Street, that a Vintner of his Acquaintance hath pro- 
jeded a curious new Sign, in the Rebus Way, rcpre- 
fenting a Man upon a ScaiFold, with his Head lopt off; 
/. e. Excifed; and the fame Humour is becoming 
general about Town. 

After This, I made a Vilit in the City, where fbme 
Ladies and Gentlemen were diverting themfelyes at 
^adrille, 1 found They had changed the very Terms 
of the Game, and ieem*d to indulge Themielves in 
this fafhionable Satire. SpadiHe was call'd xhi^ProjeHor j 

the 
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^t other Matadores had the Honour of being ftylcd 
CommiJJioners ; and when any one was Beeftedy He was, 
in their Language, Excifed, 

At Sapper, Th«f preferved the fame Allufion. A 
Lady tolcl us very ferioufly that, coming from Hamp* 
^tfifrf that Morning, fhe had been vifited on the Road 
by a ColleSlor, who was very generous, having excifed 
only two Guineas out of ten, which fhe had in her 
Purfe ; and that, upon her expreffing fome Surprize at 
his Civility in not taking the whole, when it was in his 
Power; •* Madam^ faid He, / rob like a Gentleman^ 
«< / ajfure you 1 do not belong to the Projector ; 
** I am none of his Gang, 

We then fell into Difcourfe about the pre/ent epide- 
mical Diftcmper, which is commonly cali'd the Excife 
Flague, as it cuts the People off in {o terrible a Manner. 
Ay, faid another Lady, with a very grave Countenance, 
it is no more than what We might exped this Year, 
according to an old Proverb, 

* When my Lokd falls into my Lavy^s Lap, 
England, beware of a great Clap,, 

This made a Gentleman in Companv fmile a little ; 
and turning to me, He obferved that the People are fo 
generally exafperatcd againft this Scheme, that it is 
grown a common Term of Invedlive and Complaint. 
The Diffenters, faid He, call the Te/^Ja an Excise 
upon Confcience^ and Men of all Denominations apply 
it to That, which They apprehend to be moft grievous 
and burthen fome to Them. 

When I came. home, I perceived myfelf infefted 
with this new Way of talking. I ask'd my Servant if 
the Excifemnn had brought me any Letters this Poft. 
He reply'd there were none j but that a real Officer of 

the 



* ^hat isj when Eafter-Sunday/^/// upon Lady-Day, 
as it happens this Tear. 
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the Excifc had been there, and lefc a prhued Paper, by 
"which He gave me Leave to accept of iialf a Dozen 
Bottles of ^rr<?r^. tliat had bcvn given me by a Friend. 
I then went to Bed, not a little confounded uith thefe 
odd Ideas of Dragons^ Chariots, E:>:clfcs, and the whole 
Crowd of Monllers, that had been i-irull into my Head 
the Day before. 

Falling into a profound Sleep, I thought myfelf con- 
veyed into a very magniEcent Anti-Chc:mber ; at the 
upper End of which fat ^goodly fat Perfonage in a large 
Eibow-Chair, fomewiiat in Year.?, and not unlike the 
Figuie, which I had obferved the Day before, in the 
hieroglyphic al Chariot. There were feveral odd Kind 
of (ha bhy- looking bufy Fellows, who crowded through 
his Levee, and made their Way to Him, cringing and 
bov/ing very low. At firfl, I took Them iox Petitioners, 
vvlio came to fje for a Pen/ion, or a Place ; but, upon 
getting a little nearer to Them, I found by the Papers 
They held in their II:.nds tjiat I'hey were Projeftors of 
various Schemes ^ox raijlng T\'I^ne\\ I faw Labels an- 
nexM to iheir feveral Projcfls, on wliich were written 
perpetual Morlg^igcsy Capitation i, PollTaxes, &c. They 
were all iccc.ivcd very giac'oully by the Man in the 
Chair, who lold Them with a Smile, not yet, and 
putThcm off for the pie.cnt. Immediately after, ano- 
ther vciy \'. himucal } lump Creature came bu ill ing and 
pufEng through the Pvocm, with thcTerin Excisor,, 
w^iitten ia C?pitals on hi3 EieaH, and tlio Words CoF- 
I'EE, Tea fJiJ Chocolate inicribcd, in the fame 
Charade?, o:i \\\t> [o'-jhca-l. When thisPhtemmencn 
approac]i"'J, LTc I e-it tli'j Xncc, aiid dciiver'd a Paper 
to i\\z Pi'-' >'.^?i in /ill! h :•]■', t^;, whvo received and read it 
with viiV;!e M.rjks of S-itltfadion. They wJiifpci'd a 
few MlriV.rcs to ;cthcr ; after which, ihc great Man caliM 
out al-.uu ibr Wine and To a a ceo. I thought He 
might hiivr tav:r. a I'an^y to c.'i:c:re v.-jrli hi.-; Clients ; 
lut v/ii. !b'.n L'/ '.I'^c.lv'jd as to that Point, by his ad- 

drclurij Tiicm in li.c foiiowing Manner. ■ 

Gent/etnen, 
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Cintlemenf I have a particular Efteem fir y$u ail I 
and out of meer Regard fir your HcaXthy I will take 
Care fir the fixture that your Wine and Tobacco Jhall 
be unadulterated, — This Declaration, as Tpecious t% 
it feemM, gave Offence to Ibveral gravCy toelUlooking 
PerfinSy who were then in the Room. They drew 
near and began to reafon with Him ; to advifc ; to ex- 
poftulate ; to remonftrate againft this Proje^, But it 
was all in vain. He reply'd, with an infoJcnt Frown, 
It is resolved. They renew'd their Inftances and 
even prefs'd them with more Eaineftnefs and Importu- 
nity ; upon which He could refrain no longer, but to) J 
Tliem, in plain Terms, that They were all * mad 
and He would treat Them accordingly. Then catching 
lib Brother-ProjeSior by the Hand, He ftalk'd fuddcidy 
out of the Room, and left Them to grumble by Thcm- 
ieives. 

1 was foon after ftartled out of my Sleep by loud 
Condamations oi no Excife\ down with the Dragon \ 
and could not help obferving how exadlly our Dreams 
fiunetimes correfpond with the Objedb, that prefent 
Themfelves to us when awake. I fhall therefore con- 
dode with a few ferious Remarks on the fame SubjeA* 

h!i no ProjeSl can be more univerfally odious than 
the prefent y lb I believe none was ever more ftrongly 
oppoicd on one Side, or more weakly defended on the 
cdier ; and therefore if it ihould prevail, it will be 
bat an ill Prefage of what We may expcft for the fii- 
turc. The Advocates fir Excifes have been obliged to 
pafs over the moft efTential Objeftions to their Scheme^ 
and to dwell upon two or three Points, of a much in- 
ferior Nature. Nay, even their Arguments on thefc 
Heads depend on hgging a whole String ofSiueftions. 

I am 

• * Alluding, perhaps^ to the Motto offome late fVrU 
ttJigs, in Favour of a certain Gentleman. 
Non CiviuM Ard&r, prava juhenttum^ 
Mente quatit foiidd. 



142' ^e Craftsman. N^ 345* 

I am very well plcafed with the Title, which a:^ 
cf theje Writers hath lately taken to J-iiink-ir. The 
OCCASIONAL FiNANCER is ccttainly a rroper Ap- 
pellation for One, who efpoufes a Projed c.i French Ex~ 
irai^ioHy and excellently adapted to ibdt Sort of Go- 
K^crn?ncnt, 

ThU G'-ntlejndn infills chiefly o:-! tun Po'nfs, in Be- 
half of hi^ Scheme, z'lz. that it wi'l prevent the Ju!'/- 
Uration of Wine, ( for I think tobacco is pretty irjJch 
out of the Que (lion, as to that Poi;;t) and increafe the 
pibluk Revenue, 

With Regird to the Jirfi, He runs on in a long 
Strain of pedantick Fiiil:ian againrt the Dealers i?iWi?:e, 
as a Set of * cominon P'oifoners and CKt-Thronis^ \\\\o 
rtiake it their Bufinefs to deilroy Man, Woman ard 
Child J even the Infant at the Nurje's Br e aft ; (as H« 
inoft pathetically complains ; ) na^ Ihat^ zvhicb is un- 
born. 

Though I am far from being an Advocate for thefe 
Wlne-Coinersy Wizards and Anti-Chjmifts, as He calls 
Them in other Placds of the fame Paper ; (which is 
properly an Addrefs to all the Sots in the Nation) 
yet I do not take Them to be fuch barbarous^ bMy 
and inhuman Murtherers as He reprefents Them. I am 
afraid, indeed, there is too much Reafon for the com- 
mon Complaints of Wine-Brewing ; but I do not ap- 
prehend the Ingredients, which, are made Ufe of to 
that Purpofe, to be of fuch a pernicious and deadly 
Nature, though they are certainly Impofitions on the 
Publick. Let us fuppofe, for Inftjnce, with our Eng- 
lijh Financcr, that They lengthen out their foreign 
Wines with Water, Cyder, or other homs-made Liquors, 
I can fee nothing of fuch a terrible Confequcnce in,' 
any of thefe ; and as they are the cheapeft Materials 
They can ufe, I am willing to believe them the ttrnfi y 
hi it will be allowM, I fuppole, that Proftt is thefolej 

Inducement? 

* Courant, Feb* i. 
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Inducement to fuch Mixtures, and that even the ar- 
rantcft Wine-Brczver in I'ovvn can liave no Intercil in 
poijoning his Cuftomers.^ 

Neither do 1 conceive how this Prn^ice will be 
prevented by the prcfcnt Scheme i and could heartily 
"ivifh thit My. Oskmis Fric?:d, who hath ieen and 
approved it, had been plea cd to have fdvour'd us with 
the Particulars, that We mi^ht have judged freely of it, 
before it is decided by Authority. In Cafes of this 
Nature, the Duty is commonly the chief Point in View, 
and if ihc Dealer will be fatisfy'd with paying the 
Crozvn for what He fells, the Cofnpofit^on is but little 
regarded ; but whatever Limit atmis may be added of 
this Kind, We may prefume, at Icail, that the Vint- 
ners will not be rclhain'd from mixing bad Wines with 
good I .(which is, perhaps, the mofl pernicious Mix- 
ture of all ) or prohibited from making Uic of J:h\b 
Jngredients, as are neccllkry to fine down the ncaicjl 
Wines, and fit them for Sale. ■ 

I am likewife far from being clear in my Opinion, 

-concerning the Improvement of the Rez-efiue ; I mean, if 

this Scheme S[\o\Ji\<i prevent the Ez'ils complain*d of, in 

' fo moving a Manner ; for it is allow'd, 1 think, that 

the Price of Wines would be advanced, in fuch a Cafe; 

-and the Confequence of This muft be, either that it will 

.diminilh the Confum.ption, which will Icflcn the Reve- 

4tue-; or that the Importation mu^ht greatly enlarged, 

which will afre^l the Ballarce of Iradc, in one of its 

tcndereft and moil in- p^.-r tan t Articles. 

But granting the Tinancer all thcfe Pomts ; that the 

prefent Scheme will abfoliucly prefcnt the Adulteratim 

of Wine, without lellening the Covfumptlon, by the 

increafed Price 'y or turning the Bal lance of Tradt, by 

^ vpiXiz\\ larger Importation \z\vci\xx\\\%, I iay, all thei'e 

Suppofitions, the two principal Objet^ions to his Sheme^ 

with Regard to ou: Liberties, Hill remain in their full 

Force ; as it will deprive particular Penbns of their 

privilege to be try'd by a Jury, and greatly endanger 

th£ 
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the Conflitution in general, by an Increafe of Crown- 
Officers ; two Points, which I hope will never be fk- 
crificcd to the fingle Confideration of any fuppofed 
Advantage to the Revenue. 

D. R. I am, SIR, €ffr. 

To Caleb D'Anvbrs^ £/^i 

SIR, 

THE daily Expc6bition w^ are now under, of 
having the Exd/e Laws extdnded, ought to ftir 
up all of us, who value Liberty, to exert our utmoft 
Endeavours in preventing an £vll, of which no Man 
can forefee the Confequences. 

Very commendable has been the Application of fe- 
verar Cities and Boroughs to their refpe6Uve Members 
of Parliament, requiring Them to oppofe, with their 
jutmoft Vigour, any new Excife, under whatever Pre- 
tence, Shape, or Denomination. 

One of the Commodities chiefly threatened at pre- 
sent is Wine ; and the Reafon aflign'd for it is to 
prevent Adulteration ; but can there be no other Re- 
medy found out, to prevent this Praftice, but one, that 
is woHe than the Difeafe ? Sure I am that the Wi(l 
dom of our Parliament could infli6l Penalties fufficient 
to deter liich TranfgrefTors ; Thofe I mean, who hy 
fufHcient Evidence are proved to have mix'd with their 
Wine any other Liquor but Wine ; and fiirely, this 
Method would be more jufl: and reafonable than an 
Excife Law, which certamly puniflies the Innocent with 
the Guilty, 

The occafional Financer is pleafed to allow, in his 
great Goodnefs, that there may be iom^ few honeft Tra- 
ders in the wholefale Way ; yet in this Cafe their Ho^ 
nefty will not exempt Them from Punifhment; but He 
does not fcruple to iligmatizc the Retailers in a Lump 
with the mod fcandalous Names he can deviie, and 

makes 
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mtkea them all without Excepiion as black as the 
D^— I. Bat what, I pray, have the ff^ues and 
Datigbteri of thefe Men done to have their Charaflers 
cxpoied in £> fctudalous a Light ? I believe Thev are 
Strangers to this fiibttrranfms bloik Art, of vvhicn the 
Gentleman fpeafcs, and deferve a little better U&ge 
than tobecall'd a Parcel of 5aWj vAWbares, as the 
Fimiseir in Eilefl does, by affeiting that even their 
Bedchambers are at theStrvUe of their Caftomers. 

l^TValiie Cardial jKiip to malte us fwallow 

down fo iiller a Peliog ? I flatter myfelf that fiich 
fcurriloui Language will be anfwer'd by fome abler 
Pen. in the mean time, joai infening this litde Hinc 
inyour Paper, will infinitely oblige one of your con- 
flant Readers. 

AT. V.NAR.US. 
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t. T. CALEB D'ANVERS, Eff, 

Jlfr. D-A N V E R s, 

BS the Landhvliers are the only Pcrfons, 

' pretended to be cafed by the prefent Pr6- 

Ijeaof exciring W,NE and Tobacco, 

I I beg Leave by your Means to oifcr 

1 Them fome Conliderations upon tliat 

■ Suhjcft. 

Genilemen, 

I can't help obferving th»t It hath always been the 

Method o!" Ul-deligning Men to ciidt-avour to divide tii 

People, whom Tlicy would enjlavc ; and therefore am 

not furprizcd to hear relived, upon this Occafion, the 

invidious Diliinflion of the landed and trading Interefi, 

•Vol.. X. N wluch 
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which in Reality are al\^ays united ; the annual Rent of 
Lands and the Number of Tears Purchafc having gene- 
rally increafed, or decreafed, as Trade hath been more, 
or lefs flourifhing. For this Reafon I defire to lay be- 
fore you feme Cbnliderations on xYitprefent Scheme, for 
tolleSiing the Duties on Wine and To b a c c o . 

Gentlemen, I fliall frft confider what immediate Ad- 
vantage is propofed to you by it ; and fecondly, if there 
Ihould be any, whether it will be for your Intereft, upon 
a flight Advantage, to confent to the incommoding, 
if not enflaving, fo great a Number of your Fellow- 
Subjefls. 

As to the /r/?, it is faid that, by collefting the prc- 
Tent Duties on Wine and Tobacco, by Way- of Excife, a 
Surplus beyond what they now produce may be raifed, 
fufficient to anfwer one Shilling in the Pound upon 
Land. 

In Anfwer to This, I am credibly inform'd, as you 
jnay upon Enquir}s that the whole Duties Upon thefe 
Commodities, at prefent, do not amount to near fuch a 
Sum ; and it is very improbable that this Method Ihould 
more than double it ; fmce I have not heard of any 
Frauds proved to be committed by the Dealers in tho/e 
.bulky Commodities, or lb much as mentionM before now; 
though You muft have heard of feveral in Tea and 
Coffee, fince the Duties on tho/e Commodities have been 
collected this Way. 

But if it fhould be defignM to give theft Duti^^tr 
a Number of Tears to come, as was done in the Salt^Tax^ 
to anfwer the Land-Tax of one Shilling In the found f^ 
one Tear ; I wifh, Gentlemen,'^ <^ would conlider whe- 
ther it would be for your Advantage to run in Debt, 
and mortgage your Eitatcs to the Publick, on that Ac- 
count ; for You muft pay your Proportion of the Tax, 
as Confumers, as well as your Share of the Charge of 
ColleSfion, and the additional Prof t of the Trader, who 
will exped it for his additional Trouble and Servi- 
^de. 

I wiih 
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I wifli likewifc You would confider, that if there 
Ihould be a Deficiency ^ ( a Thing by no Means unlikely ) 
it may, in a Year or two, occafion one Shilli7tg in tbe 
Peund extraordinary upon Land, to make it good. 

You would alfb do well to compute your Savings by 
■ the Sa/i'Dufy ^ A Gentleman of 500 /. per Ann. who 
pays the full T^ax^ hath this Year paid 25 /. lefe to the 
Government ; but He hath paid 3 /. 4 </. per Bufhel 
on«ll the S<«// confumed in his Family, and all falted 
Commodities ufed in it, befides the additional Duty laid 
on Him by the Retailer, and is to pay it for two Tears 
t$ come ^ nay. He is liable to make good any Deficiency^ 
that may happen at the End of that Term ; and not 
only This, but his Tenants, by this additional Expence 
in the Support of their Families and Labourers, may 
£bd it neceifary to ask for an Abatement of Rent. 

Another Reafon, urged for this Alter at ion , is the Care 
'of our Health, and the Concern They have that We 
'ihould drink better Wine, by preventing Mixtures to be 
fold for ^/»^. ' 

This Over»Tendemefs for us is much to be fufpedcd ; 
and I am afraid tha Proje^ will not anfwer the End ; 
for tbofe Mixtures may be certainly afibrded cheaper 
than neat Wine can be imported, even though they 
ihould pay the Duty on Wines. 

Befides, if it (hould produce this Effeft, it ought to 
be maturely weigh'd whether good Wine, as it is cali'd, 
may not do more Harm to the Publick than had, by 
tempting People to Excefs, as well as occafioning a 
larger Importation of that Commodity, confequently a 
larger Ballance, in Favour o^ Foreigners, and lefs Con- 
fumption of Malt Spirits, Cyd.r and Perry, which are 
Home-Manufadlures, generally liippoied to be ufed in 
fucb Mixtures, made from the Produce of your Lands, 
aheady fubjedled to a large Duty j which Branch of the 
JR.evenue may become deficient by tbife Means, and 
You be caird upon to fupply that Deficiency, 

N 2 It 
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It is urged likcwife, in Defence of this Scheme, that 
many Duties arc colle6led this Way already. I am 
forry there are fo mahy Inftances of it ; but it is but a 
fmall Confolation, that the .D^/j/?r/ in tbefe Commodities 
will have a great many Fellow-Sufferers ; and it is a 
very infolent Way of Reafoning, that becanfe a great 
Number of People are already oppre/s*dy therefore it will 
be no Grievance to increafe the Number. 

I hope. Gentlemen, that this very Argument will 
convince you it is Time to put a Stop to this grievous 
Method of colleBing the publick Revenues ; fince the 
farther it extends, the better Argument it will be, ac- 
cording to the Logick of thefe Gentlemen, for extending 
it ftill farther, and may in Time reach to Tourfelves, 

There is already a large Body of People liable to 
have Soldiers quartered upon Them ; but I hope it will 
never be thought a good Argument for making more 
People liable to the fame Burthen. 

That this Method of ColleSlion is grievous, I appeal 
to the Experience of all Traders, fubjeft to the Laws 
of Exeife, and to the impartial Judgment of every difin- 
terefted Gentlemar^. 

Some Jh allow Coxcombs (Conipolitions of Ignorance^ 
Idlenefs and Indolence) have attempted to ridicule the 
People, liable to be aggrieved by this Method^ as Pcjj- 
fon§ of no Confequence, and unworthy of any Re- 
gard. 

I am forry, Gentlemen, thafc They fhould be fo confi- 
derable for their Numbers ; and believe, ilthis ProjeS 
fiicceeds, the Traders, fubjeft to the Laws of Exeife, 
will be a very large Proportion of the Burgeffes of this 
Kingdom, and no fmall Part of the Freeholders y which 
leads me to t]\t fecond Thing I propoled to your Con- 
lideration, viz, whether you will find it your Interefl^ 
for any prefent Advantage, to confent to the Grie- 
vance of fo conliderabk a Number of your Fellow- 
Subjedls. 

Gentlemen^ 



N^ 345. 9n&^ CKAFTSMAft. 1^ 

Gentlemeriy 

We have, in Conjunftion, been at the Expcnce of 
above two hundred Millions^ in Support of our common 
Liberties, lines the Revolution ; and I hope you will 
never conlent to the Lois of ^ confiderabie a Branch 
of them, as the quiet and undiilurb'd Poflcfllon of our 
own Houies, for the Sum of three , or four hundred 
thoufand Pounds a Tear ; ihe utmoll Convenience pro- 
pofed by this Abridgment of them. 

Should you come into fiich a Scheme, wicked Men 
hereafter may make Ufe of this Argument with the 
Burgejfei of England to confent to the Abiidgment, or 
Invalion of your Liberties ; an Handle, which I hope 
you will never givc'i'hcm; fmcc People, who are 
Themfelves opprefs'd, arc apt 10 lo:e all generous Con- 
cern for the Liberty of others, and their Oppreilion may 
pave the Way to your own. 

WhatTendernCiS x\\c Frojetiors of this Scheme have 
for your Intereil, may be colleded from the vail Quan- 
tities of French Brand% permitted to be imported from 
Dunkirk at the Flemijb Duty ; by which a very confi- 
derabie Part of the Produce of your Elhtes Iclis at ib 
low a Price. 

But I hope that People of Education, fuch as Gentle- 
men living upon iheir Euatcs arc kippo.ed to be, fliould 
be wrought upon by Motives far more generous ; and 
that a Concern for the Libirties of Mankind Ihould ani- 
mate you above any mean Confiderations oi friz'dte 
latere^, O. 

/ am. Gentlemen, 

Tour mofl affeStionate 
Ftllozv-SubjeSfy 

and Cou?itryman, 

S. S. 

N 3 from 
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From my awn Chambers, 

SOme Years ago a merry Treatife was publifh'd, 
intitled, tf iearr.ei Dijfertation on old Women, 
male and female, &c. I can never read the Works 

of Mr. Osborne, without thinking of that Piece, and 
looking upon Him as a mak, old Woman. Every Pa- 
per He publifhes is written perfeftly in the anile Man- 
ner, and puts me in Mind of my fodr Granny. Me» 
thinks, I fee the good, old Gentlewoman fitting by the 
Fire-fide, in her great arm'd Chair, holding forth her 
Lectures of Morality to' her little Grand-Children and 
Maid-Servants. Mr. Osborne's Writings arc exaftly of 
this Kind, and contain the flrongeft Charadlcrifticks of 
feminine Dotage. He is very talkative, very poiitive, 
and very cenforious ; eternally dwelling on the fame 
dull Topicks, and fo fiiU of his own Wifdom, as not to 
perceive that every Body of Senfe laughs at Him and 
defpifes Him. His only Admirers are a fezo, old^id- 
nitncs, like Himfelf, and his brightell Produftions are 
what the Chymifts call Anima Saturni ; the Soul, or 
^inteffence of Lead. 

In his Paper of Saturday laft, after his ufual ComplK 
ments to the Minivers, He refumes the old Topick of 
Civium Ardor, and inveighs very warmly againft the 
Enemies of the People, in running about from Coffee^ 
houfe to Coffee-houfe ; meeting together in great Bodies ; 
and fending Petitions from all Parts of the Kingdom^ 
hefeeching their Beprefentatites not to fuffer the Excife 
Monfter to invade ^hem. 

He then mumps his toothlefs Gum*, and endeavours 
to be a little waggilli, by turning thefe Petitions into.' 
Ridicule ; but alas \ That is not his Talent ; and I 
would advife Him, as a Friend, not to attempt it any ' 
more, but rely on his ufual ^l^i\\odi. o^ folemn, abjir ailed 
Reafoning. 

His chief Refentment feems to be levelled againft the 
Jnjlru^ions from St, AlbanV 5 which. He fays, neither 

contatM 
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g9ntain tbeSenfe ef the Iv habitants, nor of the 
Corporation ;• and for Proof of' This, He alludes 
to an obfiure Advertifement in'one of the News-papers-, 
"Without any Ifame fubfcribed to it; fb that, for 
aught We know, it might have been drawn up and 
publi(h*d by Himfelf. 

As for the Infinuation, that this Paper was clandt' 
ftineh figr^d^ it is well known that the Corporation of 
St, Alban*s confifb oiz Mayor and twelve Aldermen i 
and I am credibly informed that the Seal was put to 
fbefe InftruRions by the unanimous Confent of the &id 
Mayor and ten Aldermeny being all, who were then in 
Town ; and that one of the two abfent Aldermen wrote 
t Letter to the new-ele£i€d Member , in much ftrongcr 
Terms than the Injlrucfions. Now, by what Fi- 

gure in '^ttoridL 2i Corporation can be faid to fteal their 
own Seal, I muft leave this profound Wag to explain. 
But the moil efiedlual Way to convince the World that 
tbefe InftruBions do not contain the Senfe of the Corpora- 
tion^ will be for this Gentleman^ or his Friends, to pro- 
cure a Petition from 5/. Alban^s^ in Favour of Excises, 
as They formerly did from (bme wife-headed Vi£lualUrs, 
in Behalf of the Pot-Act. 

After This, He proceeds to fbme other Points, which 
He dilpatches with the fame Judgment and Addrefs. 

Having charged me with afferting, that our Trade 
h decaying, and our Poor are ftarving. He affures us, 
by Way of Reply, that Work is fo plenty, and Provi- 
fionsy^ cheap, that /» Bradford, a Cloth-working Town 
near the Bath, there was drank by the labour i?ig People, 
from June 1 73 1 to June 1732, above 7,000/. worth 
offtrong Beer. — I muft confcfs that I have not the 
lame* general Intelligence with Mr. Osborne, and there- 
fore cannot contradidl this important Account ; hut if 
it is true, the good People oi Bradford are certainly a 
Parcel of rare, jolly, toping Blades, and have been veiy 
confiderable Bencfaftors to ihs Revenue. I wifh Mr. 
Osbsrnc could oblige us with the fame good News from 

all 
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all the manufafturing Towns in the Kingdom, which 
would be of great Ufe to his Argument, concerning 
the fiourifhing Condition of our ^rade \ for He ought 
to remember that, according to logical Rules, no general 
Cvmlufion can be drawn from particular Fremijfes, 

Mr. Osborne is likewife very angry at a Rumour a- 
bout Town, that as Joon as the prcfent Scheme // Ji^ 
nijh*d. We /ball have no more Parliaments, or thdt the 
prefent Parliament will perpetuate Them/elves, This 
Report, fays He, monflrous as it is^ and wicked as it is 
monfirous, is carefully conveyed over the Nation, ferioujly 
tailed ofy and thorough^ believed, not only by Country- 
men, but Perfons, who live in the City, and tho^ Ma d 
quoad hoc, or as to Excifcs, are otherwife Men ^Tgood 

Senfe. To This I reply, in the Words of an old 

Proverb, that 0/5^r^(7» will make a^yi\{tt Man madi 
and when People are out of their Senfes, We cannot 
wonder at any romantick Apprehenfions that may hap- 
pen to come into their Heads. But as for myk\t ( tho' 
I may, perhaps, be thought a little E^cije-mad, like the 
reil of the World) I can afTure Mr. Osborne that I have 
been fb far from fpreading, or encouraging fucb a Re- 
port, that I have coiiftantly endeavoured to fupprcfs it, 
wherever I have heard it mentioned, by ihcwing the 
Unreafonablenefs and Improbability of (o dcfperate an 
Expedicfit ; for the People aie lufficicntly diiTatisfy'd al- 
ready with a feptcvnlal Parliament, and any iarther 
Extcnfion of that Term would certainly throw Them 
into a Flame. They rather fcein to expedl that annual^ 
or triennial P arlidmcjits fhould be revived ; and even 
Mr. Oj^<7r;7^ himfclf hath formerly given us fome broad 
Hints that He did not approve of long Parliaments ; 
but at prcfcnt He fecms to be. Hark Minijlry-mad, and 
raves in the lame franiick Style with his Patron; that 
all the Merchants in England knew nothing of Trade, 
and don^t U7idcrftar,d their own Inter eft, . I fhall 
therefore dillurb Him no farther in thejc political Ref 



venes. 
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veriii, bat leave Him to enjoy them, or cotnpofe his 
Brain, jnft m it may hRppen'. 
D. Cal. D'Anvbrs. 
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The following LecccF is of fuch Iinportanco to the 
Iditrty af EkSknifir Mtmieri »f Parliament, that h 
derervM the ftri£left Attention of the Publict, at tha 
Time. Wc are affured that the Gentleman, who fent 
it, is ready to juftify the Particulars, by autbntiei 
Vtucbtri ; and therefore think ourfelves obliged to take 
the firft Opportoiuty of pubJilhing it, aj a praflical 
lUaftratkn M ow late Atgumenca againll EzcisBa 
and sTAVDiKc Almibi. 

7« Calbi D'Ahviu, £^ 

' SIR, Chbstbr, Teb. 10, 1732-3. 

H E Affain of tbts City, on our late 
EleAions of a Major and a Riprefiu- 
tative, in the Roism of Sir RUbari 
Grofutmr deceafed, having been vilely 
miricprerented in the Dailj Courant 
and other Court Papen, you are def- 
ied to let thole Tranfaaioiu in a [rue Light. 

As great Induftry hath been ufed, for a conlidera- 
ble Time pail, to divide the natural Intereft of tbh 
Plaei, and the moll indireit Meafures have been taken 
for that Purpofe, I am obliged, in Jiiiliee to thePut>< 
lick and particularly to the Dtizens of Cbtfter, to ex- 
pole the Artificer irf Mr. Manley and hij Adheientj, 
in Older to pnmoce tlieir qwu Interdt, and weakw 
Tluc 
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That of the Gr.o8Venor Family, who have been 
conftant and generous Bone&^ors to this City. 

I muft begin with obfcrving that about two Yeai^s 
ago one Mr. Kinderley came to Chefter^ in order to 
view the River Dee^ giving out that Mr. Manley had 
dirc£led Him to prepare Plans of it, and that He 
Would undertake to make it navigable, upon Terms to 
be propofed to the City. 

A Work fo defireable and advantageous, as This was 
rcprefented, met with every Body's Approbation ; and 
though many Citizens difi'er'd in their Opinions, con- 
cerning the Manner of executing fuch a Scheme, yet 
all concurr'd in wiftiing Succefs to the Undertaking 
in general, 

About a Year ago Mr. Kinderley delivered hb Pro- 
pofals to the then Mayor, uIk) immediately cali'd a 
Council', and They appointed a Committee to confidor 
of it, as well as to procure the Confcnt of the princi- 
pal Merchants and Traders for laying fuch^a Duty up- 
on all the Exports and Imports of the faid City, as ( to- 
gether with the other Advantages propoied by the 
Scheme) would be a reafonable Encouragement to the 
Uixlertakers;«but as it was propofed to make the Du« 
X\^ ferfetualy it was a Matter of great Confequence to 
the City, to determine rightly in this Afiair,, by gi- 
ving all proper Encouragement to the Nsvig^niM^ on 
one Side, without laying any onreafonable B^rthCii 
upon 7r a/^, on the other. , 

The Committee having duly, (and with /as much 
Diipatch as could be expcded in an Afiair of fu<:h C6n- 
iequence) confider*d the Nature of this Cafi^ made 
their Report ; which was unanimoufly agreed to by the 
City ; and a Petition, under the common Seal, was 
thereupon immediately prefented to Parliament by the 
late Sir Richard Grofvenor^ and referred to a Com^ 
mittee^ with another Petition fign*d by the Commonaityi 
upon which Leave was given to bring in a Bill, fir 
Tf/tering tb€ Hmvigaiion of the faid Rivtr i but Mr. 

Manley, 
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Man/ey^ the principal Promoter of this Scheme, ( not- 
withftanding He had ckmour'd loudly again ft the f^- 
porate Body of we /aid City^ as well as their Repre- 
fentativcsy and treated Them as Enemies to the Naviga" 
tion, becaufe They would not implicitly come into his 
Dcfigns ) had no Bi/I prepared, norfo much as Heads of 
a Bill for thofe Gentlemen, who were order'd to bring 
it into the Houfe; upon which Account only fomc 
Weeks were loft ; and whcH the Bill was delivered, 
and came to be coniider'd, it appeared very defective ; 
exprclly .contradiftory to the Terms agreed on Ipy Mr. 
Manley and the City ; extremely inconvenient to the 
Trade of fome, ancf hazardous to the Properties of o- 
thers, who for thefe Reafons became Petitioners againft 
ity in order to have fuch proper Provifions and Re- 
ftri6lions in the Bill, as are ufual in Cafes of the fame 
Nature. 

The Want of thefe ncceflary Cautions occafion'd a 
farther Delay ; but even thefe Difficulties might have 
been furmounted, and theJSill have pafs'd, had Mr. 
Kinderley been prepared with proper Plans to defcribe 
the propofed Undertaking, or Mr. Manley with Un- 
-dertalcers, able to carry it into Execution, and make 
Satisfaftion to the Land-owners for tiie Damages Thef 
might receive; which nobody can imagine Mr. Kin- 
derley (who was at firft propofed to be the only Un^ 
Jertaker) could be. 

The[e Reafons and the Claufe, that was offer'd to 
ptvrtnt Jobbing of Shares, which broke in upon the 
fevotirite Pefign of the Projeffors, ( as the Principal of 
Them hath admkted ) occaiionM all the Delay the Bill 
met with in the Houfe, and at laft the Lofs of it ; tho' 
Mr. Manley and his Adherents have very unjuftly im- 
puted it to other Caufes. 

From this plain Reprefentation of the Cafe, and the 
Fart Mr. Manley hath fmce ailed, it may be judged 
whether his Scheme was not calculated for his own pri- 
-vate Interejl, rather than the Service of the City, 

Yft 
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Yet from this Time his puUick Spirit and AfFc6tion 
for the People of Cbefter b^an to appear in Mobs and 
Riots, A Number oi Vagrants and diforderly People 
were packM together, and encouraged to commit the 
greatelt Outrages, being taken into regular Pay, conti- 
nually kept warm with Liquors and diredled to infult 
the Inhabitants, who would not join with Them. 

The Magijlracy of the City were abufed in the grof- 
fcft Manner, whilft They were endeavouring to pre- 
ierve the Peace. Their Officers were beat in the Exe- 
cution of their Duty ; and Offenders^ who were or- 
dered to be puniih'd for notorious Breaches of the Peace, 
were refcued out of their Hands. Thefe Abuies were 
committed chiefly by Foreigners, encouraged and aflided, 
from Time to Time, by the Servants of fome Perfons^ 
who were bound by their Duty, and the Oaths They 
had taken, to do all in their Power to prevent them. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the feveral Riots 
in Cbefter from the Month of April to Auguft laft. 
Let it fuffice to obferve, that almoft every Night fbme 
remarkable Mifchief was done to the Friends of the 
Grofoenor Family, without any other Provocation, than 
their being fuch, or any Return of the fame Kind, 
though They are by inuch the moft fubftantial Part of 
the Inhabitants, and ( as Mr. Manley muft now be 
convinced ) the moft numerous. 

Upon the Death of Sir Richard Grofoenory his Bro- 
ther offer'd his Service to the City, fupported by above 
150 Gentlemen of the neighbourmg Counties, of great 
Figure and Fortune. He was at firft oppofed by Mr. 
War bur ton i but that Gentleman, having try*d his In- 
tereft with the Citizens, very prudently declined to 
Mr. Manley^ an Attorney ; who calPd to his Affiftancc 
all the military Gentlemen in that Part of the King- 
. dom, as well as the Cujlom-Houfe, Excife and Salt-Of- 
ficers ; fo that the World may m fome Meafure judge, 
from the perfonal Circumftances of the Candidates, and 
xhe Appearance made in xhtu Favour, which of Them 

lud 
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had the beft Pretence to ask the Votes of the Citizens, 
on that Occalion, and is likely to pay moft Regard to 
their Rights and Privileges. 

Mr. Manley had no fooner declared Hintfelf a Can- 
<lidatc, but greater Abufes were committed than ever. 
Falfe and fcandalous Libels, refledling on the Honour 
of fever al Gentlemen, were daily printed and difperfed ; 
threatening Letters were dropt, with a Deftgn of inti- 
midating the Magiflrates from doing their Duty ; and 
fcarce a Night pafs'd, but many Pcrfons were cruelly 
JDcat, Windows broken, and even the publick Buildings 
of the City defaced. 

Numbers of Affidavits and other Vouchers could be 
produced, in Proof of the Premifes ; by which it ap- 
pears, amongft other Particulars, 

That there hath been a continued Courfe of Riots 
and Outrages committed in the City of Cbrjhr, hj 
Mr. Manley* s Adherents, from the Beginning of Jpril 
Jaft to the Eleftion of a Member. 

That on the 3d of April a great Number of Perfons 
were affembled together, in a riotous Manner; after 
•which They rambled through the City ; infulted tl>e 
Recorder, as He came from the Seflions in his Gown ; 
threw a Stone at Him, and broke his Windows. 

That on the loth of October Mr. Alderman Ber.Jiet 
and Mr. Brereion wrote Lietters to the then Mayor, to 
^diffuade Him from calling an Aflembly ; at the fame 
Time pfopofing adz'aviagcous Terms to Him and liis 
Family, if He would comply with their Meafures; 
from whence it appeaii liiat Mr. Manley and his 
Friends have but liLile Reaibn to complain ' of C^r/i/^- 
ticn. 

That the fame Night two or three of the Aldermen 

waiting at the * Pentue for the Mayor, in order to 

compound the Fiizage of Wine wi:h a Merchant of 

the iaid City, a great Number of tJie Rioters were af- 

VoL. X. O femblei 

The City -Hall, where publick Bufinefs is done. 
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fembled together, arm'd with Clubs and other Wea- 
pons ; that the Aldermen, for their Safety, having fe- 
cured the Doors of the F entice y the fa id Rioters burft 
them to Pieces ; broke the Windows and Window- 
Frames of the faid P entice, with all the Chairs, Tables 
and Clock belonging to it ; thrcaten'd to murder the 
faid MagiftrateSy and threw an Haibert at one of Them 
with fuch Force, that it ftruck five Inches into a Lea- 
ther Chair ; that a certain, honourable Colonel, with fe- 
vcral Officers and other Gentlemen, in Mr. Manlefz 
Intereft, came into the Pentice, during thefc Diforders, 
without endeavouring to prevent them ; on the con- 
trary, one of the Officers declared That was nothing to 
what fliould happen the Night following, when ico 
Men fhould be kill'd. 

That after the Rioters had demolifti'd the Pentice, 
They paraded through the City, in fulling the Inhabi- 
tants ; threatening to murder feveral Gentlemen, who 
appeared in the Intereft of the Grofjenor Family ; and 
that They frequently went arm'd, in Search of Them. 

That on the nth of 05lohcr a great Number of 
People came out o^ Wales and the Towns adjacent to 
the Cit\- ; many of whom were Freemen ; tliat fome 
came to the Market^ and orhers to fee an Horfe-Race, 
which was advertiled to be run on that Day on the 
Roodee ; that They came into the City in a peaceable 
Manner, with nothing but Sticks, or Whips in their 
Hand?, and only /houting a Grofvenor; that They 
abufed nobody tiH They were attack'd by Mr. Manias 
Party, whom They foon defeated, and then imme- 
diately difperfed to their Quarters, without doing the 
leaft Miichief 

It ought to be rcmark'd, in this Place, (hat all the 
Avenues of the Town were befct by Mr. Manlefs 
Party, and none were fuffer'd to come into the City, 
who were in the Grofvenor Intereft j fo that ir would 
have been impracticable for 150 Freemen^ who came 
in with this Body, to have cntcr'd the City, without 

the 
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the' utmoft Hazard of their Lives, if They liad not 
taken this Opportunity of doing it; and yet the 
Letter-writer in the Courant hath the confummate 
Moiefty to call This by the '^^mt'oi Rebellion ! 

By the fame Vouchers and Affidavits it likewife ap- 
pears that a great Number of the Rioters aflembled 
together in the Caftle, v^ith Mr. Manley and a military 
Officer at their Kead, who encouraged Them to pufn 
open the Storehoufe Door to fetch out Arms to fight 
againfl the Weljhmen ; which They accordingly did in 
the Pre fence of thofe Gentlemen y and feveral of Them 
retum'd, arm'd with Steel-Caps, Body-Pieces, Swords, 
Daggers and other Weapons ; that in the Afternoon, 
the laid Mob, thus arm'd, went out of the Ca/lle i 
when a certain Gentleman was heard to give Them 
Orders to cut the Weljhmen to Piece?, if They would 
not go' oat of the City by fair Means ; that a great 
Number of the Citizens and others were fo dangeroully 
wounded l>y the faid Mob, that their Lives were 
delpair'd of, and many of Them will never recover 
the Ufe of their Limbs. M B. Several Soldiers, or 

■Penfioners, belonging to the Caftle of Chefter, were 
amongfl the Rioters. 

That Mr. Manley appeared feveral Times in the 
Streets at the Head of the Mob, arm'd with broad 
Swords and other Weapons-, whilll Mr. Grojvenor and 
his Friends were ufing their utmoft Endeavours to 
prevent thefe Diforders, and at laft procured the printed 
Preliminaries to be figuM, as it is confe!s*d in the 
Courant, 

After This, it was hoped that the Peace of the 
City would have been reltored ; but notwithftanding 
thefe Articles^ the Rioters continued their Infolence, 
during the EleBion ; aad it was dangerous for any 
Body, in the Grofoenor Intereft, to ilir out in the 
Night Time. 

On the 1 2th of OMer two Troops of Dragoons, 
that were ^uarter'd at Warrington^ maych'd to Chefttr 

O 2 and 
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and halted near the Suburbs of the City. On Notice 
of their Arrival, the Mayor and Recorder wrote a Letter 
to the commanding Officer^ defiring his Afliflance and 
Protection ; upon which that Gentleman exprefs'd his 
Concern to hear of any Diforders in the City ; but faid 
He could not give the Magiftrates any diredl Anfwer^ 
till He had received fome InftruAions from the Secretary 
at War, which he expedled by that Night's Poft^ and 
tderefbrc defired to fee the Meflenger the next Day. 
He then told Him that He could not enter the City^ 
without an Order from Colonel Cholmondeley, the Go- 
vernor of the Caftle, under wiiofe Command He then 
was. Colonel Cholmondeleyy being apply'd to the next 
Day for the fame Purpox'e, excufed Himfelf by faying^ 
that He thought it was in the Power of the Gentlemen^ 
who had fign'd the Preliminaries, t6 preferve the 
Peace ; and fo the Troops return'd the Day after to 
their Quarters at Warrington. 

It is very evident from the Orders, which this Of- 

Jicer received, either that the Forces in publick Pay are 

of no Service at all in quelling of Riots and Diforders ; 

or that They are to proieft and ferve the Turn of one 

"Party only. 

On Monday, 0£i, i6, {being the laft Day of Elcdion 
for Mayor) when Mr. Alderman Bennet arid Mr. Alder- 
man Mainwaring, who flood Candidates for that 
Office, had done polling, the Mob grew more out- 
rageous than They had been the Day before ; and great 
Numbers of Freemen apprehended Themfelves in {i^ 
much Danger, that They durft not venture ^ut of 
their Ploufes to give their Votes ; notwithftanding 
which there was a Majority for Mr. Alderman Johnfon 
(who was fupported by the Grofaenor and Country 
Inter ejl) of 238 Votes. This Difappointment to 
Mr. Manleyh Party niade Them ftill more defpcrate. 
They determined to have a Mayor of their own, an4 
carried Alderman Bennet in a Chair from the Huflings 
to his Houfe> as if He had been actually chofen«. ThQ 

Poll 
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Poll being, in the mean Time, clofed and the Court 
-fldjoumM, Mr. Mayor, the Recorder and itber Magi- 
ftrates^ for the Security of their Perfons, got into a 
Coffee-houfe; where They endeavoured, with the 
Cmftables and civil Officer s^ to prcferve the Peace j 
but the Rioters were fo hardened, that They beat the 
Officers ; forced open the Doors of the Coffee-houfe ; 
took the M^or'^s Staffi out of his Hand, and broke it ; 
forced the Sword and Mace out of the Hands of the 
Officers, who had the Cuftody of them, and carried 
them in Triumph to Mr. Alderman Bemefs Houfe, 
where they remained that Night. 

At this Eledlion great Numbers of Officers, in diffe- 
rent Branches of the Revenue, as well as commm 
. Soldiers, were detach'd from every Quarter ef the 
Kingdom ; and it may be thought foraewhat extraor- 
dinary that They fhould all be fo very unanimous as 
to -vote for Mr. Manley, againft the common Confcnt 
t)f their Fellow-Citizens and the Intereft, which moft 
of their Relations ferved ; but whtnfome Officers in the 
fmhlick Revenue were threaten'd with the Lofs of their 
Bread ; when Others, whofe Families have long been 
fupported by the Grofvenors, and were at that Time 
daily receiving Wages from Them, were exprcfly 
-order'd to go 150 Miles to vote againft Them, [under 
Pain oi dif obeying Orders ; ^\hcn Others, who had been 
in the Service and difcharged, were forced away from 
their Friends and guarded, under Pretence of their 
being Deferters, or ncw-lijlcd\ when thefe Things, I 
fay, are duly confider'd, the Uranimity of thefe poor 
People is not at all furprizing ; but it is furely an 
Inftance of tlie Inconveniences, which already arife 
from the prefent Number oi Crozvn-Officers, civil and 
military, and of the great Danger, to which our 
Liberties may be cxpofed by any farther Increafe of 
^hem. 

On the fecond Day of Eledion for Member, the 
Mob difcovcr'd the fame Inclination to Riots, which 

P 3 They 
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They had done at the former EIe6lion for Mayor^ and 
being afTembled in a great Body, They march'd in a 
tumuhuous Manner through the City, arm'd with 
Barrei-fiaves, in the Form of Faulchion?, and with 
large Sticks, thro' the Heads of which Spike-nails were 
driven, that fluck out abpve an Inch, aflkuhing the 
ConfiableSy commiflioa'd by the Magiflracy to prevent 
Diforders, without any gort of Provocation ; but by 
the Refolution of thofe Officers, the Rioters were over- 
power'd ; their defperate Arms taken from Them ; and 
dilpcrfed.— This, I fuppofe, was another Inftancc 
of Rebellion ! 

From that Time, the Peace of the City was pre- 
served with much DiiEculty, to the great Satisfadion 
of the Inhabitants ; who, having the Freedom of polling 
without Danger to their Perfons, Mr. Grofvenor had a 
Majority oiRefiants of i66, and of Voters in general 
of 361 ; from whence it appears that thelntcrefV of 
the Grofvenor Family in the City of Chefter never ap- 
pear'd to greater Advantage than in this Ele^ion, not- 
withllanding the extraordinary Meafures, that were 
taken to deftroy it. 

It ought to be obfcrved that many of the Conftables, 
appointed at Mn Manlefs Requeft, upon the late Elec- 
tion of Mayor, were fo far from preferving, or endea- 
vouring to preferve the Peace of the City, that They 
frequently join'd the Rioters, and encouraged Them 
to commit the molt outrageous Infults; for which 
Reafon, it was found necefTary, upon the late Eleflion 
of a Member, to appoint other Perfons in their Room, 
to prevent the like Diforders, as well as a greater 
Number than was conftituted at the Mayor'^s Eledion, 
who were by no Means able to oppofe a mercenary 
and arnCd Mob, encouraged to commit the greatefi 
Cruelties. 

During the late Eleftion, the Mob was out of Mea- 
fure infolent not only to the Conftables, but to all the 
iiftf^j/frtf^fj of the City, who with great Temper bore 

>Lxt%[r 
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their Dl Treatment, to prevent if poffible any Diforders, 
*till the Conftables were attack'd in the Manner afore- 
fiid, and laid under the NecefSty of oppofing and 
dilarming the Rioters, for the Safety of Themfelves and 
the reft of the Citizens; and it is manifeftly owing to 
the Caution of the Mayor, in appointing a fufficient 
Number of Conftables to preferve the Peace, that the 
City was not, at the late Eleftion of a Member, in the 
lame unhappy Circumftances, which it was in at the 
Eleftion of a Mayor. 

R. I am, S IR, Sec, 



To CALEB D'ANVERS, Ef^; 
Dear Caleb, 

THE Pension -Bill being again brought into 
the Hou/e of Commons, and likely to pafs with 
the &me Unanimity that it hath three Times already,' 
We hope it will meet with better Succefs than it hath 
hitherto done in the other Hou/e, and that future Ages 
will be fecured from the Dangers of Corruption within 
Deors, by the united Voice of the whole Legiflature. 

In the mean Time, give me Leave to make one Re- 
mark on an elegant Speech, lately publifh'd in the daily 
C our ant, and faid to be fpoken, laft Winter, on that 
Occafion, by an honourable Gentleman in the Hou/e of 
Commons, It muft be confefs'd that all the kte Writers 
in that Paper arc very arch, though a little apt to blun- 
der ; but there feems to be fomewhat in the Speech - 
maker much Archer ; and if I had the Privilege of 
fporting with Knighthood, like our renowned King 
James the firft, who conferred that Honour on a 
Loin of Beef, I would dignify Hiin with the Ap- 
pellation of Sir Archer, 

Tour old friend, and Corre/pondent, 
C, Bob. Short. 

Saturday, 
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N*'348. Satvrday, March 3, 1731-3. 

Tt CALEB D'ANVERS, £/?; 
SIS, 

SOU have already confider'd the Cafe of 
T Excises, with Regard to the Prafiice rf 
E Holland, and expofed the Arguments 
h of the mnifterial Writers on that Head, 
I by (hewing the different Circumftances 
of ihc two Nations i notwilhllanding 
which. They ftill inJlA upon it, in Favour of their 
Scheme, and have endeavour'J lo ftrengrhen it with an- 
other Inllancc of the fame Kind in the Republick of 
Vehice. This is the chief Argument of a late Pam- 
phlet, iniided, Tbeginuine Tljougbti of a Merfbant, i£c. 
But I will defy the Author to (heiv that ihe Officers, in 
cither of thole Siate?, are veiled wiih any fuch eior- 
biiant Powers, as are lojgcil in Them here by the Stat. 
10 Geo. I. iiid oxhtr Ex ci/e Laws ; or charged witk 
fuch a Number of Rules, tending to the Moleflaibn 
of the People, under the fevereft Penalties, as are pre- 
fcribed to Them by xhzfaid Ja, 

Let us therefore draw a Comparifon between the Ex- 
fifes in tbefe Cemmeawealtbs and in this Kingaem ; and 
as it may happen to be the laft T ime that you, Mr. 
D'Jmeri, will be allow'd to fpeak with Freedom on 
thii Subjeft, I hope you will not rcfufe it a Place in 
your Paper. 

The Officers of Excife, in thofe Counirles, are em- 

Kwei'd only to coUcft the Duties, and not allow'd to 
rrafs the Pcop'c afterwards ; whereas eur Exci/emen 
may put ihe Trader to inlinite Trouble and Vexation, 
,[. aficr 
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after the Crozvfi is fully fatisfy'd ; which often proves 
of worfe Confequence to Him than paying ^ioud/e the 
Duty. 

The Dutch Excifemen have no Power of entering and 
Searching Houfes as the Englijh have, by the Afls bc- 
fbre-mention*d. 

The Officers in Holland are not appointed by the 
Stadtholdery nor in Venice by the Doge j but in Eng- 
land They are nominated by the King^ and rcrao viable 
at his Pleafure. 

In Holland and Venice, the Duties colleiled by Ex- 
eije are intircly apply*d to the publick Service of the 
refpeftive States ; v/hcreas, in Etigland, great Part of 
the Fines and Forfeitures comes into the Pockets of the 
Croum Officers, and for that Reafon tempts Them to op- 
prefs the Subjed. 

Befides, in England not only the Officers, but likc- 
wiie the Judges of all Offences againll the Laws of Ex- 
cije are appointed by the Crown, which is to have a 
large Share of the Excije itfelf j whereas in Holland ^nd^ 
Venice Thofe, who appoint the Officers of the Revenue, 
and Thofe, who are the Judges of Offences againll Ex- 
fife Laws, have not the leaft Gain from Fines and For* 
feitures ; but the whole Produce of tlie Revenue belongs 
to the Commonwealth. 

Holland hath been particularly cited by the learned 
Advocates for Excifes as an Example, which ought to 
be follow'd in Great Britain, I will therefore acquaint 
Them with another Circumftance in the Government 
of that State, which feems to have efcaped their Know- 
ledge, and, if follow'd here, would overturn their whole 
Syilem of Reafoning on this Subjedl. The provincial 
States of Holland meet four Times a Year certain, and 
oftner, as Occafion requires. During the Interval of 
their Seffions, or what We call the Recefs of Parli- 
ament, a Commitee of State fits continually, and calls 
Them together, upon extraordinary Occafions, as They 
fee Caufe. At the fame Time with the Summons, They 

likcwife 
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like wife fend a Particular of the Heads, which are ta 
be debated by the JJfembly ; to the End tliat the Coun- 
cil of every City, taking the Matter into Confideration 
amongft Theinfelves, may give fuch Orders therein to 
their refpeSi'ive Deputies as They judge proper ; no 
Bulinefs being to come under the Ddiberation of the 
provincial States, without firll giving Notice of it to 
each City. — But our worthy Jldvocates for Excifes are 
pleafed to contend that the Cities and Boroughs of Great 
Britain, which have a Right offending Reprefentatives 
to Parliament, are guilty of Sedition, in giving their 
Proxies Inftruftlons to oppofc any farther Extenfion of 
the Excife Laws, though They are all unanimous in 
their Opinion that it will tend to the Dertruftion of 
their Trade, the Lofs of their Liberties, and the Sub- 
verfion of the Britijh Cotiftituticn. Nay, the old Court- 
Party ^Ab ho risers, which was fo juftly branded by 
Parliament, in the Reijgn of King Charles the fecondy 
begins to revive and menace us, with the profound Mrs. 
Osborne at their Head. 

Let us now confider the Government of Venice ; 
where the "Duke, though the chief Magifbate of the 
State, is almoft deftitute of any Power, as a Governor ; 
being little more than a Pageant of State. He is {o far 
from being a Gainer by that Dignity, that it is efteem'd 
burthcnfome to Him^ his Income not being equal to the 
Expenccs, which are neceflary to fupport it; and be- 
ll des He mav be call'd to Account by the Seignory, if 
They have (jrounds to fufpeft Him of any Defign againft 

the Liberties of the State. The King of Great 

Britain, on the other Hand, hath not only a Civil-Ltfi 
for the Support of his royal Houfehold, wliich is thought 
to be already near one Million per Annum, but is alfo in- 
trufted with the Difpofition of the publick Revenues. 
The Judges, Magiftrates and other Officers of the King- 
dom, both civil and military, are in his Nomination, and 
moft of Them removeable at his Pleafure. He likewifc 
appoints and tranflates^ my Lords the Bifo^fs. In fliort, 

almoft 



almoft every Branch of our Government adds to the 

J*ower of the Crown, and nothing can ever reftram it 

from becoming ahfolutey but the perfonal Virtues of the 

Prince, and the Continuance of a free and uncorrupt 

Parliament. 

The Venetians are great Enemies to Bribery, as wcH 

as fcvere Punifhers of it when difcovcr'd ; and the Duke 

Himfelfpays a larger Proportion of all Tax than any 

other Penon. 

The Goverments of Venice and Holland are therefore 

in no Danger from an £^"^5/^, under the Circumftandea 

and "Reftri6lions beforemention'd. 

I am informed that the Excifes in France are under 

much the fame Regulation?, with Regard to the Officers, 

who have no Pov/er of entering and fearchtng Houfes ; 

ib that, if This be true, our boafted Land of Liberty is 
in a worfe Condition, on this Account, than even the 

arbitrary Kingdom oi France, or perhaps any Nation in 
ihe World. 

Arch-bifhop Tilhtfon obferves of the Romijh Religioni 

^bat it were better to have no Religion than one, that 
iends to the OppreJJion of Mankind", and may it not witli 
equal Reafon be faid of Government » better to havt 
none than one, which tends to the Ruin of the People, in^ 

ftead of their ProteElion? Would it not be ex- 
tremely fevere, nay even' tyrannical, if l^axes ihould be 
fo colle£led, as to deftroy the very End of raiiing them ; 
f/z. the Prefervation of the People in their Trade, Rights 
and Liberties ? 

But We are told by the Advocates for Power, that the 
Merchants Ihall have greater Encouragement by an Ex- 
cife tlian They now enjoy 5 and the Fetters mall be fo 
nicely prepared and fitted to the Legs of Retailers, that 
They will be in Love with them and verify the Pre- 
.diftion of our prefent, excellent Laureat, hi his Birth» 
Day Ode, 

And haughty Britons hug their Chains, 

Theft 
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Thefe Writers fpeak to the Merchants and Traders ex- 
a6lly in the Strain of Lockit to Captain Mackbeath, 
whilft one of the Turnkeys is faftening the Irons to his 

Legs. Do but examine tbem. Sir. Never 

was better Work, How genteely they are made ? — 

They'll Jit as eafy as a Glove, and the niceft Man in Eng- 
land need not be ajhamed to wear them. 

But furely the Merchants are the bell Judges them- 
felves, in Cafes of this Nature. It is downright Popery 
in Politicks, to call Chains and Incumbrances on Trade 
Liberty ^xA Encouragement. The People of Gr^^/ Bri- 
tain are not yet blind ; and it happens a little unlucky 
for the ProjeBor, that all of Them, who are not vifibly 
fway'd by Intereft, are united in their Opinion of this 
, Scheme, and their Oppofition to it. 

With Regard to the Merchant- Importers, if it could 
be lb managed, that the Burthen Ihould not fall dire6^1y 
•upon Them ; would hot the Oppreflion of the Retailers 
ultimately afiedt the Merchants ? Can They fell their 
Goods without giving Credit to the Retailers ; and if 
the Retailers are put to extraordinary Hardlhips and 
Expences does not This tend to impoverilh Thein, and 
confequently render Them unable to pay the Merchant? 

Let us now take a lliorc View of the Scheme of 

Excifes, as the modeii Author of the genuine Thoughts 

hath Hated it, with Regard to the pub lick Revenue. 

He tells us, Page 27, that the Lofs in the Duties on 

Wine and Tobacco does not fall far Jhort of izd. in 

the Pound upon Land ; and that all the Frauds upon thefe 

Articles will be prevented, if the Retailer pays the 

Duty ; meaning by an Excife. If this ill-grounded 

Fidion (for fo it is) were really true, near 500,000/. 

per Ann. would be advanced by an Excife on Wine und 

Tobacco ; but a great Part of the Duties on thefe Com- 

modifies being appropriated to the Ufe of the Croztm, 

the Revenue of the Civil-Lift would be confiderably 

incrcafed hy fuch an Alteration, and the Publick would 

have only a Part of this Advance. The Inlinuation 

therefore 
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therefore that an Exclfe would produce Ifh Equivalent 
to \zd. in the Pound on Land is a fallacious Argument j 
and I am pcrfuaded that the Author had no Diredlioa 
to fay, nor indeed does Ke fay, that the whole Advance 
of the Duty by an Excife, fhould it be really advanced,- 
will accrue to the PublUk, Now if the Crown ihould 
gain a large Advance to its Revenue, by the Execution 
of this Scheme, as well as an Addition of Power, by 
an Increafe cf Officers ; might it not prove dangerous 
to our Conflitution? — The Safety q{ Europe is preferved 
only by a due Ballance cf Power. The Safety of all 
free Go'uernmcnts is founded on the fame Equilibrium^ 
by which only it can be preferred ; and if the Power 
(fthe Crown ^^ in this Nation, fhould ever out- weigh 
the Power of the People^ will not a bad Prince be able, 
at Pleafure, to invade and deitroy the Rights of the 
People? — Is not the Power of the Crown as great, or 
greater, at this Time, than it hath been for fome Ages 
pad ? — Is not the Civil-Lift Revenue vallly larger now 
t>han it was in former Reigns? — Nay, even in the 
very Calc, now under Debate, let it be tonfidei'd 
wliether the People of Great Brittiin- have too much 
Power. They have concurred, almoll uhivcrfally, in 
their Declarations againll this ProjeSi^ without any Re- 
gard to PartyDiftlncliovSy or Differences in Religion, 
They have rcnueiled their Rcprcfcntatives, in the molt 
earneft Manner, to oppofe it ', and no Inftance can be 
produced from our Hiltory, in which the People were 
jnore vigoroufly united, \\ithout corning to Vioicncc, 
tlian on this Occafion. Vet r.otwiihilanding this general 
Abhorrence of the People, b fully manifeiled, agc'iill 
zay farther Exclfe, the Scheme is liill purfucd, and the 
Prvjccif^r hath declared his Reiolution to make an At- 
tempt on their Rcprtjrntativcs, to put Tliem un.icr 
this Yoke.- — Doth not Ti.it fncw that the uniitd 
Strength of the zvhvic Pccp.'e ii very inconfideral !e in 
his Eyes; nay, even .0 weak as not to have fiifxicicnc 
influence on their oiun Rcpfc/iitatives to opDofe % 
• Vol X. P • i)cfi2n. 
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Deiign, wliicn they dread as a Pellilence ? And if a 
Majority of Them fhould be induced to eftablifti it, 
in direft Oppofition to 7h>fe, whom They reprefent, 
and from whom only They derive their Power ; will 
it not amount to a melancholy Demonftration that the 
People of Great Britain do not abound with too much 
Power, even at this Time ; or rather that^the Ballanci 
cf Power is already too much againft Them ? — Will 
not every Addition to the Revenue of the Crown give 
an Addition to the Power of the Crown ? ■ Will not 
every Addition of Taxes^ paid by the People to the 
Crown, diminifli pro tanto the Riches of the People^ 
and the Power of the P^<7//<? ^— Will not every new 
Levy and Increafe of Officers add likewife to the Power 
cfthe Crown, and the Influence of the Crown, over the 
Reprefentatvves of the People, even in the Eleftion of 
thofe Reprefentatives ? '-"'^^So that which Way foever 
an Exctfe be confider'd, it will be found pernicious to 
the People, and dangerous to our Conftitution, 

The loyal Author of the genuine Noughts feems very 
angry that We fhould take the Liberty to mention the 
Crown, in fo invidious a Manner ; and tells us that, in 
d Revolution-Government, the Crown fignifies no more 
than the Conftitution, or the executive Power of the 
Laws. This I readily admit ; but how it can Icrve 
his Purpolc, I am at a Lo.'s to guefs ; for the Revolu- 
tion was certainly founded on the Principles oH Liberty, 
and with a Defign of abridging the Power of the 
Croz'jn, not of increafing it ; whereas it can ,be proved 
that the Crown is already pofTeft of more Power than 
it enjoy 'd under any of the Stuarts, and that the 
Picjeft of extending the Excife Laws hath a dirc6l 
Tendency to make it abfblutc. 

Since thercfore.it muft be allowM by all the Advocates 

for this Scheme, that there is no immediate Neccffitv 

for it ; both the Publick and the Crown having as mucn 

Rcyenuc, at prefent, as a Time of Peace can be rea- 

fonably thought to rec^uire ; fmcc it is found by Ex* 

periw-ncc 
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Perience that the Method of collcding Dsties on foreign 
Goods by Excife hath been extremely grievous to the 
People, and, by impoverifhing Them, tends to make 
Them burthenfbme on the landed Intereft, for their ne- 
ceflary Support ; fince this Method hath proved in- 
effeftual to preyent Frauds and Smuggling in feveril 
Commodities, already excifedi and, if it fhould have the 
propofed Efiedl, may deitroy that Ballance of Fower, 
which is necejQTary to fupport the Conftitution ; fince it 
gives the Officers an exorbitant Power of depriving any 
Subjedl, at Pleafure, of his lawful Trade, by arbitrary 
Fines y and thereby influences the People in their Votes 
for proper Perfbns to reprefent Them in Parliament i 
lince the Excifes, lately impofed, have already kindled 
great Heats and Animolities in a vafl Number of his 
Majefly's Subjeft', and the farther Extcnlion of tlicni 
will in Proportion fprcad thofe Animofities to many 
more ; fince the beft Security of his Majefty refides in 
the Hearts and Affeftions of his People, who have dc- 
frkred the moft dreadful Apprehenlions from any 
farther Excife ; and fmce nothing is more dangerous 
than to fbw the Seeds of Difcontent, which are apt to 

.^ j;row fail enough of their own Accord ; it is hoped, 
for all thefe Reafon?, that any Scheme, or Propojal ^ 

• this Nature, will be rejedled to the Joy and Satisfa(^ioa 
of the whole Kingdom. 

/ am, SIR, &c. 
Phileleutherus Britannicus. 



D.R. 



To CALEB D'ANVERS, Ef^, 

SIR, 

TH AT you may leave nothing untouched, which 
concerns the Subjed of Excifes, I fhall take 
Notice of fome new Things, that are ftartcd every 

P 2 Day, 
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Day, by tl^e Creatures of Power. Ho^v can any Body, 
/.>y "TAj, be fo unrcalbnablc a? to oppofe a Scheme^ the 
Intention of which is to lay thcDutie?, already cnai^leii, 
equ illy upon all the Confiinicrs ? For Inllance, in thr^ 
two Commodities, Wine and Tuhacco, the firft Fruits of 
the general Scheme^ it is evident that they are not 
r:i:cd over the Iflnnd in Proportion to, their Confump- 
t:on ; for of near 700,000/. the Produce of the Duties 
upon ?//>/^and Tobacco, Scotland pays hardly 4000/. 
upon tiieir Tobacco ; and though there is more French 
fVinc, perhap'', imported into Scotland than into Eng- 
land, the Amount of Th:it is but a very inconfiderable 
Sum ; whereas their Confumption diWijie and Tobacct 
is at Icaft a feventh Fart of 'rint of the whole Jflmd. 
They tell us, that v/e have been always complaining 
tint th^ P.cvenue o^ Scotland brin.^s in little or notliing 
to the Publick, and nt the fr.me Time find Fault wirh 
a ScbemSy which will certainly improve iti for if the 
Daty upon ^/7;a? ?.]v{ Tobacco ihould bring in, by a 
rigorous £xn6l"on of the Tax', oneMUHony Scot/and m\}ik 
pay above 140,000/. yearly toward:? it. I freely own 
tliat I have no other Aniwer to mnke to this Argument 
at prefent, than that the ccots Gentry and Nobility, 
with whom I have the Honour to be scqu^sinted, have 
affured Me that their Country cannot bear fuch an 
cidditio?ial Burthen-, that 'it is impoflible to wean the 
better Sort of People from the Ufe o^Wine, and the 
People in general from tb.e Ufe o^ Tobacco, till by the 
Scarcity of Specie They have not a Penny left to pay 
for either ; and that They have had fufficient Proof of 
This from the Manners of their People. It would -be 
vc;y impertinent in Me to judge of the Stat^of 5^^/- 
land better than their own- People and Members ; and 
I fliall begin to fufpefl my Information, if They ihould 
both acquiefcc under this Impofition, and can eafily pay 
a yearly Sum of 140,000/. without hurting their 
Country. lean only fay in general oiExcifes upon 
Commodities, which by Necellty or Habit ar© of 

univerfal 
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oniverlal Confumpdon, that by a rigorous BxaAbn 
they mull be verv unequal in Countries, where there i» 
■ left Plenty, and a much Imaller Circulation or Specie i 
Wd if they are upon HBmt-Ccmmedititi, the Rate of 
them muft change, according 10 the local Price of the 
Commodities f*o>?rf. To lay ^fKu/Sirfrw ofaBurthoi 
upon Creatures of inttqual Strength ii bad Meclianick) { 
tnd yet Thii muft be the Confequencc oifutb a Sebime |. 
fox the Sitli cannot have any Pretence irom the Artidei 
"tftbe Union to dcfi re any Exemption from a general 
T*X, laid for the Supply of ibe Government. I will Sjr 
no more ; for the Exeife, at prefent, is like the ItatUn 
Game of CifffK*. The ^rM/ Mm hath his right Hand 
nnderhij left Arm. He may bring out one, two, three^ 
fooT Fingers, his Palm quite open, or quite fltut, ai he 
I^feth. 
-C. Itm, SIR, tifr. 



N° 34p. Saturday, March lo, 1731-3. 



C H E N a Debate arilcs concerning any 
*? great Point of Government, which Katn 
\ ever been controverted before, it is lo- 
I raral for the contending Parties on both 
? Sides to ftrengthen ihcir refpeflive Argu. 
ments with the Authorities of ThcSe, 
who preceded Them, and exhauft all the Learning They 
can find emact on the fame Subjeft. But in our late 
DifpuTes-aboui £*«7fJ, the concurrent Tcfti monies of 
all the bell Writers in this Kingdom, ever fioce ibat 
Ward vns firft naturalized amongft us, appear on em 
Sidf, and [he mwijlerkl fFriters have been very much 
P 3 puzzled 
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puzzled to find any Authorities in their Favour. They 
have been forced to fpin their main Arguments out of 
their own Brain?, and oppoie thofc Cobwebs to the 
ftrong Texture of Luke, Haf/ip'den, and other mafterly 
Writers. It hath often moved my Compaflion to fee 
Them in fuch Diftrefs, and even inclined Me to give 
Them an helping Hand. For this Purpofe, I have long 
had an Intention of pointing out a little Piece in the 
State TraSiSf which I thought might be of Service to 
Them ; but having been hitherto prevented in the Exe- 
cution of ^o generous a Defign, I find myfelf,' in fome 
Meafure, anticipated by the Author of the genuine 
^hottgbtsy who hath enrich'd his Performance with fc- 
veral Quotations from that Treatife, concerning the 
Method of Taxation in Ho Hand and VeniU. I wonder, 
indeed, that He fhould conceal the Title, ( Taxes no 
Charge ) whicii would of itfelf do Credit to his Party, 
and ought to be inferted in their Code o{ political para- 
doxes. It founds very much like the Expreffion of the 
"^mad Taylor in the Play ; fnip goe the Sheers, and the 
'Cloth is never the Jhorter. Excifes are a Sort o^foKtietrl 
Sheers, which cut off fomething from every Man's Pro- 
j)erty, and yet nobody, according to the/e Writers, is- a 
Sufferer by them. 

This courtly Piece was publifli'd foon after the Ri- 
volutiony and written with a Defign of reconciling the 
People to thofe Methods of Taxation, which were 
thought ncceflary at that Time. In order to This, the^ 
Author propofes tofhevv the Nature, XJfe and Benefit of 
Taxes in this Kingdom, and compare them with the Im- 
Plfitions of foreign States*, together with their Improvement 
cf Trade, in Time of War^ 

He begins with observing that Tribute, or as We 
now call it, Cuftoms, Taxes, l^c, were originally a 
Mark of Servitude, being the Impofitions of Conquerors 

on the Cor:oHer''d; and that the Romans were the firft 

J. 

People on Record, who converted thefe barbarous Eai- 
adions into regular and e^ual Taxes for the Support, .of 

civil 
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civil Government. This^ fays He, enabled Them to 
fay their Army and Minifters of State fo welly that 
They lay not under the Temptation of Violence , or Bribery, 
So far I agree with Him ; and believe no Man will 
grumble at any Taxes, which are neceflary to keep the 
People from the Ravage ^ So l d i E r s, or the tvorfe Ex- 
anions and Corruptions ofCiwi'L Magistrates. Buf 
the Misfortune is, as He allows himfelf, that the Romans 
foon became Artifts in taxing the People ; and I wifti their 
Example had never been copied by fome other Nations^ 
in the more civilized Ages of the World ! 

The Pradice of Holland and Venice, with Regard, to 
Taxesy hath been fufficiently explain'd in ourlaft Paper; 
but there is one Remark on the latter, in the Trad now 
before Me, which deferves a little Notice. We are told 
that the Venetians, befides great Cufloms upon all Mer- 
chandize, pay Excikfor every Bit of Bread and Meat may 
for the very Sa lt Ttey eat. This PafTage is quoted by the 
Author ^ the genuine Thoughts*, but for what Purpofe, 
I confefs myfelf at a Lofs to guefs. A Tax upon Salt^ 
one of the moft necelTary Provilions of Life, is here 
mention'd as the fevereft Impolition, that can be laid on 
any Nation ; and in order to (hew how happv the People 
of England were, at that Time, in not havmg ^xiyfucb 
Tax, But, for God fake, is That our Cafe at prefent ? 
Do We not pay a Duty for every Grain of Salt, that 
We ule, ten Times above the original Value ; and can 
any Man of common Scnfe think this Circumflance of 
a tyrannical Arifiocracy ( for fo it is ) a good Argument 
. in Behalf of the late Revival of the Salt Duty, or the 
prefent Scheme for extending Excifcs in this Kingdom ? 
It is notorious that this particular Kind of Tax was al- 
ways elteem'd a grievous Impofition, and hath occa- 
lion'd terrible Convulfions in leveral Nations. It was 
firft received in France with great Reluftancy. In Na- 
ples it work'd up a delperate Infurrcftion ; and the firft 
Man, who introduced it amongft the antient Romans, is 
dcliver'd down to Pollerity under the Name of Sali^ 
. natori 
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nator ; or what may be caird in Englijh'y tlie Pickler of 
the People, 

I fhall now cite fome other Paflagcs from this Trea- 
tife, which our prefent minifterial Writers have thought 
proper to omit. 

In fpeaking of the Taxes in France, He diftinguifhes 
between them and our EngliJbT^xt^ in the following 
Manner, 

• " France makes a fair Shew to the People ; and yot 
*' makes a better Market for the King. He impofes 
** Duties, under the Pretence of the Parliament's laying 
•• them on the People , but at the fame Time it is only 
•' the Kin^s JFordt that makes the Oriinance o/Par- 
•' liament ; not as here in England^ where it comes lafl 
*' to the King for the royal Aflent ; but there the King 
** fends the Parliament Word, that He will havefo much 
«« Money, and all the Favour They can obtain from Him 
•* is, to place it on fuch Commodities, or Ways, as 
*' They think moft expedient. 

It appears from hence that the only Advantage Wc 
enjoy above our Neighbours in France confifts in the 
Difference o^ omx Parliaments i which ought to make us 
extremely watchful in preferving the Independency of 
thofe AJfemhlies ; for if the Crown fhould ever gain fuch 
an Alcendency as to controul the Ordinances of Parlia- 
ment, it will be ridiculous in us to boall pf any Pre- 
heminencc. Nay, We fee that even the Parliaments of 
France have the Favour of raifmg Money for the King 
hy fuch Ways and Means as They think moft expedient 
for the Eafe of the People > and That is all We contend 
for at prefent. 

He purfues this Dillindlion flill farther, and explains 
it by die following Particulars, which dfferve the At- 
tention of the Publick at this Time. 

" The Difference, indeed, is great in the M«dus of 
«* our Taxes from other Kingdoms, and alfo in the life 
•* of them. For the Modus in other Kingdoms, Thty 
«« generally confider only tlie Nobiftty and Gentry, that 

- * •' Impolitions 
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*< Impofitions may not touch, or affe6l 7}^em ; and 
'* care not how infupportable, or grievous, they are to 
•» the Commonalty. But with uf, the Taxes reach every 
«« Man, in Proportion to his ^ality and Ex feme, 

" In othir Kingdoms y They place Taxes only to raije 
** Money y and have no Regard to the Trade of their 
'* Kingdom t that fo their Taxes may not prejudice their 
" Commerce, But in j5»^/tfz?^ Care is always had, that 
** Impofitions may not impede our Trade and Manu^ 
•* fa^orics, 

" Now as to the TJfe and Employment of Taxes in 
-«* other Kingdoms y they al!b difFer much from ours, 

•* In fome Kingdoms, they are impofed to enjlave 
*' ike People y and keep Them/<7cr, as in Mufcovy, In 
** other Parts, Taxes ar.e laid to enrich the Nobility, as 
" in Poland, In others, to fill the Coffers of the Prince^ 
•• as in Florence, 

** Whereas none of thefe Ufes take up eur Taxer. 
•* They are with great Care and Caution laid out, and 
** by the fame Law, that raifes them, appropriated for 
** a particular Service, and la ft no longer upon the Peo- 
" pie than the NeceJJity of the Nation requires. 

What a Bleffing is it to this Kingdom, that We are 
fo happily diftinguifli'd from other Nations in all thefe 
Particulars, relating to the Impojition, Modus, and Ufe of 
Taxes ? But before I congratulate my Country upon 
this glorious Condition, let us follow our Author a little 
ferther ; for He now comes to the main Delign of his 
Difcourfe ; which is to (hew that Taxes are no Charge, 

In the fir ft Place, He tells us that the worft Mem- 
bers if the Commonwealth, z'iz. the extravagant and 
debauch'd, pay the greateft Part of our Taxes ; and fb 
far as This is true, I have no Obje6lion to the Argu- 
ment ; but He feems to carry it a little too far in the 
following PafTage, which I recommend to the Confide- 
rati9n of Thofe, who contend for Excifes, on Account 
of their Equality, and have been pleafed to cavil at an 
Obfervation, that Taxes, which are in Reality the moft 

burthenfome 
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burthenfbme to the Peopky ma'^ become nlmoft imper- 
ceptible, by being drawn from them infmall ^antities, 
" It will hardly gain Belief, *y2zj?i this Writer y that 
there are many of the meaner People, Labourers and 
MechanickSy who by their Expence, when They are 
(as too Aany be) extravagant, pay to the publick 
Taxes above one Tenth of their daily Profit ; as, fup- 
pofmg that a labouring Man may tdLxnJixtcen Pounds a 
Tear, He will expend, though not very extraordi- 
narily profufe, one half of it in Drink and tobacco ; 
upon which the Duty of Cuftoms and Excife is, at 
leaft, two Pounds of the eight, which He lays out in 
idle Expences. No\^% it would be vehemently de- 
cry 'd and cxclaim'd again ft, as the greatefi Oppref- 
fion upon the Poor imaginable^ if by a Poll or Land- 
tax this Man, that virtually pays forty SbillingSy 
fhould aftually and above-board ^yfo many Pence 
by the Year. 

He likewife obferves, ** that ilich a poor Man, by 
his little Luxury oi Beer and tobacco, pays ten Times 
as much in the Year, in Proportion to his Income, 
as the greateft Peer, 
He then endeavours to prove from the Circulation of 
taxes J that they are of .great Ufe in the Improvement cf 
trade, and the Employment of the Poor ; wJiereas if it 
ihould ever happen that the greateft Part of the Money, 
raifed upon the People, fhould center in a fev/Ha»is^ 
and be lock'd up in private Coffer s, it is demonftxable 
that taxes muft have the contrary Efiedt, and deftroy 
the trade of the Nation. 

But as This is the moft curious Part of the whofe.Trea- 
tife, I am fure my Readers will be plcafcd with fomo 
ferther Extradls from it. 

Having condemnM all Taxes, which tend to debauch^ 
effeminate and impoverifh a Nation, by leflening its 
publick Stocky or carrying away its people. He pro- 
ceeds thus, 

*« Now 
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" Now in both Thefe the Trade op Taxes (for 
** fo, fays He, I will call it for the future) hath* the 
^* Advanttgcj for it carries nothing out of the King- 
«* dom, nor yet takes off Hands, that would be better 
•« emplovM; but, on the contrary, tokes aw»r the Dif^ 
« wfe or the Country, Idlers, and makes TF&m at leaft 
** fo profitable as to fpend Money, which They would 
«* not be able to do, if the pubUck Revenue were not 
** their Stock. 

The Trade of Taxes is certainly a very proper Ex- 
preffion ; and it muft be allow'd that it hath lately been 
the moft fiourijhing Trade of any in the Kingdom ; for 
if the Reader will only look into the Index t&Keeble^% 
Statutes, He will find no Icfs than Ten or a Dozen large 
Cdumns in Folio, fill'd iip with the lingle Article of 
Taxes ; and when thofe Collcftions are continued 
4<nvn to the prefent Time, We fhall have Reafon to 
admire the prodigious Abilities oifome Gentkmeny in ex- 
tending and improving this Branch of our Commerce, 

" I'he Poor, continues He, are employed by Taxes, 
** and are by that Means taken off from being a Charge 
<* to the Kingdom. Many Men of broken Fortunes are 
*' brought into the Hospital of the Revenue* 
*K which may be fo accounted, fince it is generally fill'd 
** with Perfons, that are reduced to fuch Neceffities as 
** qualify lliem for Charity. 

What^ noble Ho/pital isThh grown, and how amp- 
ly hath it been endow'd within a few Years pall ? I dare 
fay, it contains at prefent above three Times as many 
Penfioners as Chelfea and Greenwich put together. ■■ ■ 
He goes on ; 

" This is one Way, that Taxes employ thofPoor ; 
^* but not the main Thing I mean ; which is, that the 

Trade of Taxes employs the poor Jrtizans and Mc- 

cbanicks, and That in a greater Meafure than our 
** Virginia and Plantation Trade, which Wc 
** with fo little Reafon fo much boafl of in thefe Xing- 
** doms. 

Mcthinkf, 
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Methinks, it is very furprizing that none of the Ad- 
vocates for Excifes have yet infilled on thefe Argument5, 
which are fo agreeable to the Spirit of their own Wri- 
tings, and fo excellently calculated to promote their 
Scheme. How glorioufly might They have expatiated 
on the Advantages of a general Excifi, by enlarging 
the Hofpital of the Revenue^ and making a Parcel of 
idle Fellows u'feful to the State, by enabling Them to 
Jpcnd Vcney^ without any Stock of their own? They 
might likewife have taken an Occafion from hence of 
removing thole popular Prejudices, in Favour of our 
Virginia and Plant at ion-^rade, which have pofTefs^d a 
great many filly People, and recommending the Trade 
of Taxes in the Room of it, as the only beneficial and 
defireable Commerce in this Kingdom. But, per- 

haps. They may think their Scheme fo fully juftify'd 
already, and* in ^o hopeful a Wayof Succefi, that it 
does not fland in Need of any farther Support. 

Several other curious Obfervations might be drawn 
from the Tra^ now before Me ; but at prefent I fhall 
conclude \vith one more PafTage from it, which ieems 
a little inconfiflent with fome of Thofe already cited, 
and contains too juft a Remark on the prefent Times^ 
however a{5plicable it might be to Thofe, in which it 
was written. 

•* That, which I fear, is a Dillraftion of our 
*^ Trades, Manufaftories and Induftry of the "Nation. 
** The Tumour of the Tim^cs looks more like the 
** Rifing of a Camp than Improvement ^ Trade 
** and Commerce; moft Men in Court and City 
*• puriuing E?nployments, civil or military ; which X 
** take to be an ill Omen. D» 
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At the Reqtieft of my Corrprpondents, I fliall ihis 
Week enrcrtain the Pubiiek with fome Remarks on 
the Writings of two very fiily Creatures j the ccfO- 
Jional Fiaaitcer and 7citgaeCarus. 

% CALEB D'ANVERS, £/j; 

Mr. D'A N V E B s. 

JS the nceafieniil finaneir hath thought 

~ lit to write what He calls an Anfiver to 

my Addrefs to the LandMders, I ihall 

juft matte a few Remai-ks on hi! Paper 

for the Satisfatlion of all impartial 

Tirft, I mull appeal to the Ears and Eyes of Man- 
kind, who it was that fiill revived the ijfvidious Di. 
ftin^ion of the lar.ied and trading Interifi, H'hich I 
Ihall be glad to hear of no more ; for I agree with 
Hjm that our prcfent Enquiiy ought to be what is 
for the Interefl: of the whofe ; ?.nd I thought it obvious 
to evciy Body, that f did not objeft to this Projefl for 
.excifing IVine and Tobatco, as an additional TaK upon 
Trade, but to the grievous Method of colIeS'mg it. 
What Neceffity there is for iiicreafing ihc fnbUck Re- 
venue!, at this Time, I ilisJl nut wq.iire ; hut mull 
obferve, thit the Traders do not objefl to any Taxes, 
which are not collefted in this grievous Manner ; nor, 
indeed, arc They more interellcd than the Ltiadbolder ; 
Jince all Taxes laid on Commodilin mull be paid by 
the Cmfumer. 

Vol. X. Q^ The 
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The Tinancer then infmuates, that the Number of 
Purchafes, made fince the Revolution, is owing to the 
large Land-7tix, which has obliged the Landholder to 
fell, and to the Exemption from Taxes, which the 
Traders have enjoy'd, and which has enabled Them to 
buy. Upon thele Topickf, I muft again appeal to 
general Experience, whether the Furchafers of late 
Ycar^ave been principally People, who have got their 
Money by Trade, or fuch as have raifed large Fortunes 
"by the publick Funds ; to which this Method of laying 
Taxe?, and borrowing Sums upon the Produce, will 
give a laiger Scope ; or whether the Gcndemen, who 
h^vc foid, have been obliged to it by the large Land- 
Tax, or by other Caufes ;^ principally by their coming 
to Town, and living expenfively, m Hopes of getting 
Piaees, or Fenfions. I muft obferve likewife, that this 
Kedu^ion o^ one Shilling in the Found will be a farther 
Advantage to the late Furchafers, who have included 
•a Land-Tax of two Shillings in the Found in all their 
Computations ever fince the Revolution, and this Excifi 
a farther Grievance to thofe unfortunate Gentlemen, 
who have been obliged xq fell their Eft ate Sy and en- 
gage in fome Branch o^ Trade. 

The Finamer then afieds not to underftand thefe 
Words; that this Projcdl will not anfwer the End, 
'becaufe fuch Mixtures may be fold cheaper than neat 
Wine, even thcugh they ftsould pay the Duty ; which I 
believe every Body but himfelf w>ll underftand thus; 
that the Wine-Brewers will ftill have a Temptation to 
brew, notwithftanding the Excife, fuch Liquors as will 
aftbrd Them the moft Profit. 1 he Letter from a Mem- 
ber of a Farliatncnt, lately publifh'd, amongft a great 
many Propofitions of equal Truth, fays, that I ^Uow 
the Advantage to the Publicic, from colledling the 
prcfcnt Duties on Wine and Tobacco, by Way of Excife^ 
to amount^ to 3 or 400,000/. whereas I did not pre- 
tend to guefs at the Amount 5 but or-ly propofed, if it 
did amount to as much as the FrojeBcrs pretended, 

whether 
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whether it would be for our Interejf, even upon fuch a 
Conlideration, to facrifice the Liberty of fo large a 
Number of our Fellow-Subjefts. . 

I mud once more beg the landed Gentlemen to con- 
fi4er the Danger to ^their own Liberties and Eilates. 
from this farther Extenlion of the Laws ofExcife, 

Oonfider, Gentkmeny how large a Number of the 
Burgeffes and Freeholders of this Kingdom are already 
liable to be awed and influenced by the Comtnijjioners of 
Excife ; who do not as yet ufe their Power to the ut- 
moll, left it fhould prevent the Extenfion of it. Con- 
fider that every new Article of Trade, made fubjedl ta 
the Laws of Excife, is one Step nearer to a general 
Excife, wliich the Proje^or as yet pretends to abhor; 
and if a general Excife be a formidable Evil, every 
^tep towards it is in Proportion formidable, and renders 
it more pradUcable. 

Confider, Gentlemen , that the Majority of the Houfe 
of Commons are fent from Borou^bs ; and that a large 
Proportion oi Burgeffes and Freeholders will be Dealers 
in excifeahle Commodities \ whofe Houfes and Shops 
will confequently be open to Excife Officers, appointed 
by the Crown, and themfelves liable to fevere Penalties', 
on Account of any Blunders, or OmilBons of their Ser- 
vants j that, upon any publick Struggle, fome through 
Hopes of Favour or Connivance, fome through'Fear of 
Trouble, and fome perhaps from Guilt, may be induced 
to facrifice the Liberty and Welfare of their Country 
to the Care of their private Families. 

O. I am yottr fine ere Well-wijber, S. S. 



Some Remarks on the Coarant of JVednefday, March 7,- 
by the Author of the Letter in the Crafcfman, ort 
Saturday, March 3. 

H E daily Courant, ofWednefday March 7, having 
made fome Obfcrvations on the Craft/man of 

Q^ 2 Saturday, 
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Saturday, March 3, a few Words fhall be offered in 
Reply to it. 

In the fecond Paragraph of this Paper, Ca rus fays ; 
«* I have more .than once exprel's'd my Ailonifhment 
** at ihc ere6ling this new Tribunal, (meaning the 
•* People) to which none that I can ever meet with 
** in Hiftory ever dciired to refer themfelvc?, but 
<* when their Cafes were fo bad as to be incapable of 
** Defence before proper Judges, 

Thefe are his very Words ; yet this fame Carus in- 
titled his own Paper of the 2d o^ February la ft, ** A 
** Rcz'iczv of the Difpute concerning Excises; ad' 
** drefs*d to the People ^Great Britain; and began 
*• it thus; Friends and Countrymen. 

But bccaufe the People will not regard the Addrefs 
of an Author, of fuch infane Mind and Memory as 
his Papers prove him to be, he calls Them a Moby and 
lays Reafcnings are cut of the Way of the Multitude, 

Now, if all Caufes are bad, which are referr'd to 
the Tribunal of the People, does not This prove that 
the Caufe of the Excife, which Carus himfelf has re- 
ferr'd to the People, muft be badF And as to Reafon^ 
ing, if That be out of the Way of the Multitude, there 
never was a Writer better adapted to Them than 
Carus is. 

Carus fays, that *' Declamations will not, and Faffs 
** and clofe Arguments, funded upon Facts, are ahnt 
*« what will be weighed in Debates in Parliament, 

In This We agree with Carus ; and Carus does not 
pretend that any one of the Fa£ls, in the Crafijman be- 
fore-mention'd, is falfe 5 but finding that thefe Faffs will 
not ferve his Purpofe, he coins a fcandalous Pofition 
out of his own Brain, alledging that the «• Craftf 
«* man endeavours to Jhew the Expediency of reducing 
•* the Prerogative of the Crown within as narrow 
•' Bounds as That of the Duke of Venice. 

Indeed, yix.' Carus, if you take fuch Libertiej of 
milreprcfenting, you may be glad to be taken for^an 

Irifbman, 



N^ 35^- ^^ Craftsman. 185 

Irijhman, a Boeotian ^ or ^ Vandal \ for no Country 
will be fond of owning a Wretch, fo regardlefs o^Trutb^ 
and prone to Blundering. 

The Craftfman never m^ntion'd, in any of his 
Papers, the Government of Holland , or Venice ^ but in 
Anfwer to the Advocates for Excifes ; who, alledging 
the Examples of thofe Commonwealths, without any 
Danger to the Liberties of the People, it became necefc 
fary for the Craftfman to fhew the Nature o^' thofe 
Governments, and to explain the Differences of Excijes 
there from thofe in our own Country. 
« However, the Craftfman was fo far from recommend- 
ing the Governments of Holland y or Venice, to our 
Imitation, that he exprefly infifts upon ir, that the Go- 
vernment of Great Britain ought to be prelerved bjr a 
Ballancc of Power between the King and the People ; 
and all the Arguments in that Paper are framed for 
the Vindication and Support of that Ballance, as ab- 
folutely neccflary for the Conferva tion of the Britifh 
Confiitution. 

Mr. UAnvers has in no Paper aflerted that the Peo- 
ple of Holland,, or Venice, had greater Liberty than the 
People of England, by their Confiitution. In the De- 
fence of thefe jufl Rights and Liberties, Mr. UAnven 
hath contended with great Vigour. The People ha\'e 
concurr'd with him in it, and I hope will continue 
to do it, with a true Britifh Spirit, by all lawful 
Methods, 

Mr. WAnvers has fhewn that, by our Confiitution, 
the People are more free than in Holland, or Venice ; 
as both thefe Commonwealths are dellitute of the Privi- 
lege of Juries, which is the greatefl Security that any 
People can have againfl arbitrary Power ; but has ob- 
ferved th^it Juries are taken away by the Laws of 
Excife, and fome other LawSy lately ellablilh'd.amongft 
us. 

Car us admits that the Governments dl Holland and 
Venice are rightJy Hated in the Crafifmani but He 

Q. 3 %? 
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fays, ^zl Inconveniences have fometimes attended the con- 
fulting every particular Town on every Matter, that is 
debated in the Provincial Aflembly, and fays, that he 
can alledge Inflames of it. 

But fuppofc He Ihould be able to do This, in fbme 
Inftances, does it follow that becaufe, in fome Refpeds, 
fuch Confultations may be inconvenienty that therefore 
they can be, in no Refpefl, necejfary or expedient ? \% 
it good arguing to infer a Univerfal from a Particular ? 
Does it follow, that becau'e it may fometimes be mif* 
chievous to I'hem, by Reafbn of Delay or otherwi e, 
to confult every Town, that therefore the Towns, which 
are reprefentcd, ought, in no Refpe^t, to be confuhed 
by Thofe, whom They fend to reprefent Them ? Or, to 
come nearer to the Point in Debate, docs it follow that 
becaufe, in fome Cafes, the Diflent of a Jingle Town 
may be mifchievous, that therefore no Regard is to be 
had to the unanimous InftruSiions of all the feven Pro- 
vinces, as well as of all the great Cities and Towns in 
thofe States ? or that the Deputies ought to be at Liberty 
of adling contrary to fuch united Inftru5lions ? 

Let us now conlider the Ccnflitution of Great Bri- 
tain. ^-"^'LtiyxsxXiY^o^e that the Reprefentatives of a 
^fingle Town are not tyed down to the Infru^ions, or O; - 
ders of that particular Town, in their Votes in Parliament; 
will it follow that the united Senfe of all the Counties, 
Cities, Boroughs and Towns in the 'Kingdom, which 
fend Members to Parliament, fliould be rejedlcd as of 
no Weight, or Confideration with Thole, who repre- 
fent them ? 

Though a Reprefoitative is chofen by fome one 
County, City or Town, and is particularly obliged to 
confult the Intereft of; it ; yet it muft be admitted that 
he is a Reprefentative t>f ihe P^c//? in general; that the 
Houfe of Commons are the Truftees for the whole King- 
dom, and that the People are the Principals, from 
whom They derive their Authority ; fo that although 
the Intereft of a particular County, City ^r Borough, is 

not 
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not to be preferr'd to the common Good of the Kingdom 
in general \ yet ftill it mull be admitted that the 
common Good of the Kingdom in general ;s to be re- 
garded by every Reprefentative ; and the' the Inftruc- 
tions of a particular County, City, or Tozvn, ought not 
to prevail againft the Inflruftions of all the reft of the 
Kingdom, or againft the common Good of the^ Kingdom j 
yet when the Nation in general concurs in one and 
the fame Thing, as They have done againft any 
farther Extenfton of the Excife Laws, this Voice of the 
whole People, who are reprefented, this Judgment of 
the whole People, by whom all the Houfe of Commons 
are defied, from whom the whole Houfe derives its 
Authority, may and ought to be conliderM, as of very 
great Weight ; and undoubtedly it will have a proper 
Influence on Them, in their Refolutions upon this 

Head. 

Does not almoft every Speech from the Throne re- 
commend fuch Mea fares to be taken, as may be moft 
confiftent with the Eafe of the People ? Does not the 
Preamble of almoft every A£l of Parliament declare the 
iDefign of the new Law to be of Ibme Beneft^ or Con- 
venience to the People? For what Purpofe are the 
people reprefented ; for what Purpofe did the People 
formerly pay Wages to their Members, but that They 
might have Regard to the People, as their Deputies, 
and aft for their Benefit ? It leems to be pkinly ii>. 
tended by our Conftitution, that every Member mould 
have a peculiar and fpecial R^ard for his own County, 
City or Boroftgh, as far as it is confiftent with the_ 
common Good and Benefit of the whole Kingdom. In 
the prefent Afltiir, as the People in general feem unani- 
moufly agreed that any farther Extenfton of the Excife 
Laws will be ruinous to Them and their Families, 
dcftru6live to their Trade, their Liberties, and even to 
the Conftitution itfelf, there can be no great Doubt 
what ought to be done by Thofe, who reprefent Them, 
But we infift upon it tliat, by the Conftitution of the 

Kingdonij, 
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Kingdom, the J^epre/entatives of the People ought not 
to be under the leafl Influence of the Crown ; and that 
if any Minifter fliould ever attempt to invade the 
Freedom of Parliament s^ (which God forbid !) He 
ought to be ftigmatifed as an Enemy to his Country, 
and a Sower ot Difcord between the King and his 
People. D.R. 

Phileleutherus Britannicus. 

p. S. At a Parliament holden 9 Edzdard III. when , 
a Motion was made for a Stibjidy to be granted of a 
new Klndy tlie reft of the Commons anfwer'd, that 
They would have a Conference with Thofe of their 
fever al Countries and Places, who had put Them in 
Truft, before They treated of any fuch Matter. 

Rot. Pari 9. Ed. III. No. 5. 

So that our Britijk Conftitution has^ in this Cafe, 
admitted the like Method as in Holland', that the Re- 
prefentatives would not, in Cafe of a new Suhfidy, 
agree to it, without the Confent of the People They 
reprefented ; and the Praflice of Parliaments has ufually 
been, as we apprehend, for our Reprefentatives, in all 
Matters of a new 'Nature, and of great Confequence, to 
confult Thofe, whom They reprefent, upon it, as well 
as for the People to petition againft any Bill, which 
They apprehend dangerous to their Property or Li- 
berty ; erpecially where the Conftitution appears to be 
concem'd. 
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AVer^ long, curious and extraordinary SERMON, 
preached on Wednesday laft at a noted 
Chappel in Weftminfter, from thefe Words of 
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5;. Luke, Chap. zd. Ver. ift. And it came to pafj, 
in ihofo Days, that a Decree went out, thatalfihe 
World iliould be taied. With fime praflUal Oifer- 
valwNS and Ufes juited to the fr^cnt Tmis. By Ro- 
BEftT VvsER, D. D. and Rector of the /aid 
Chitppil. 

Printed for Humphry FiTs-Druc, at hh Q_^ce 
m /^i- Old Jewry. 




N°3ji. Saturday, iW!/rf;& 24, 1731-5. 

JSH E Nature of Excijes hatli been very 

nply difcn&'d alrwdy by the Writers 

ioti Sidei ; but it hath open'd fo eo- 

\ pious a Field of Matter, that there will 

J always be fijmething left to glean Dp J 

efpeeiallj' after fuch foul Workmen as the 

Admntates for tbisPrtijea. 1 Ihall therefore, in thh 

Paper, throw together (iich mifcdlmeous Obfervatioiw 
on the fame Subjeft, as occur to Me at prefent, with- 
out any regular Method, or Oder. 

Wlicn this Controverfy firft began, 0«r Adverfarie) 
charged us with dreffing up an imaginary PiiWf'sw, or 
Scdrc/rtfw, to frighten the People, without any Grounds; 
and the great Prajilfor himfelf waj pleafed to give out 
amongft his Creatures, that when it was Time to draw 
the Curtain, He would (licwusamoil beautiful yoattg 
fi't'"} ftir as /^ent/j and chafte as Diana, ivhom no 
Body could forbear admiring ; but as far as He hath, 
thought fit to reveal her already. She appears to be the 
fame ugly, deforrri'd Menjlcr, that She was reprefented 
at firlli a ravenous Beaft of Prey, like the Harpin of 
old, who were fald to live partly by Land, and partly 
by ^ater, polluting every I'hing they touch'd with 
their unhallow'd Talons, and dei' outing the Viftuals of 
the 
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the poor Inhabitants, that happened to come in their 
Way. — ^But let us fpeak without an Allegory . 

Upon comparing the prefent Scheme, as far as it hath 
been open'd to us, with the ProjeSi, which We have 
encountered for feveral Months paft, I can find no ma- 
terial Difference between them. The Laws of Excife 
^e to be extended by it ; the Officers are to be invelled 
with the arbitrary Power of entering Houfes ; and vail 
Numbers pf the moft ufeful Men in the Kingdom are 
to be abridged of their Right to a Trial by Juries, juft 
as We apprehended and foretold. 

It is faid, indeed, that Appeals will be allow'd to 
THREE Judges, inftead of the Commlssioners 
formerly appointed for that Purpofe. This, perhaps, 
may be one fmall Alteration for the better; but it can- 
not furely be thought to come under any Degree of 
Comparifon with the antient Method of Try al,t^dhYi(^^^ 
by Magna Charta, and confirmed by a Multitude of 
fubfequent Laws; for though the Judges now hold 
their Places during good Behaviour, and are not fb n^uch 
under the Influence of the Crown, as They were for- 
merly ; yet, confidering the Infirmities of human Na- 
ture and the Temptations of Power, I believe no fenfi- 
ble Man in England would be glad to fee his Property 
made abfolutely dependent on the Virtue of thofe Gen- 
tlemen, in all Times to come. 

As to Frauds in the Revenue, it hath been demon- 
ftrated, as far as fuch a Point can be proved, that an 
Excife will not prevent them^ without fome miraculous 
Operation on the Minds of the Officers ; but fuppoiing 
even That to be the Cafe, I think no Improvement of 
the Revenue whatfoever ( unlcfs in Times of the ex- 
tremeft Neceffity ) ought to be put in Competition with 
two of the greateft and moft' fundamental Privileges of 
Englijhmen ; Tryals per Pares, and the Freedom of their 
own Houfes. 

Great Pains have been taken to ridicule and explode 
our Apprehenfions of a general Excife ; becauie otily 

tW9 
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two Commodities are propofed to be put under thefe 
Laws at prefent ; but, confidering that moft of our na- 
tive Commodities and Mcinufa£iures are already excifed, 
as well as feveral imported Goods ^ and that Wine and 
tobacco are the two principal Commodities now remain- 
ing under the antient Laws of the Cuftom-houfe '; what 
Scheme can have a more immediate Tendency to a ^^- 
neral Exdfe ^zn the prefent? Or can We never be 
faid to be in any Danger of it, till it is intirely com- 
pleated ? 

Of the fame Nature are the Reafonings of thefe Gen* 
tlemen, concerning the Increaje of Officers^ propofed to 
execute this Scheme. They tell us that no more than 
one hundred and fifly, or thereabouts, will be neceffary ; 
befides Warehoiifemeny Clerks, &c. and then ask us, 
with an Air of Triumph, whether fuch a fmall Number 
can be fuppofed of any dangerous Conlequence to our 
Liberties. This Argument was made Uic of, laft Year, 
on Account of fx hundred Salt Officers ; and may be 
repeated every Year, with equal Force, for a farther 
Addition^ even ad infinitum ; 'till all the fighting Men 
in the Nation are converted into civif, or military Dra- 
goons. 

But thefe Writers feem to think Themfelves very 
learned, in obferving that no Government can fubfift 
without Revenues, and that Revenues cannot be colleAed 
without Officers. Very true ; and what then ? We do 
not argue againft the Exiftence oi fuch Men, but againft 
the Increafe and Mukiplicity of Them. We know that 
all Governments are obliged to make Ufe of Them ; 
but We know likewife that They have commonly pro- 
ved the Pefts of Society, and rendered Themfelves fo 
odious, in all Ages, by their Infolence and Extortions, 
that even in Scripture, Publicans (or Tax-gatherers) 
are join'd with Sinners, as an infamous Race of Men ; 
and though They are neceffary Evils, like Bayliffs and 
Hangmen, it is a fiirc Mark of a bad Government to be 
t)verrun with Them. 

In 
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In like Manner, when We argue again (l Excifcsy 
They reprefcnt us as Enemies to T^axes in general. \^ 
there no Dificrence then l-)etween oppofing all Taxes, 
and oppofing a particular Method ofcoUeBir.g them ? If 
This were really the Ca!'e, I iliould be glad to know 
why the Chimney-Money was abolifli'd, after the Revo- 
lution, and branded by Parliament, as a Badge of 
Slavery, expofing every MarCs Houfe to be entered into 
andfearcWd^ atPkafure^by Persons unknown to 

Him. Let Them fairly anfwer me this Queftion, 

which hath often been propofed to Them, and I will 
give up the Point. 

But of all their Arguments, there is one fo very ridi- 
culous, that I have not hitherto taken the leall Notice 
of it. However, as it falls in my Way at prefent, and 
will ferve to divert the Reader, at leait, I will beftow a 
fhoft Remark or two upon it. 

When thefe Writers are prefa'd hard in the Argu- 
ment, that an Excife cannot poffibly prevent the Adul- 
teration of Wine and Tobacco, but will probably make 
them dearer, and thereby lejfen the Cofifumption ; They 
turn fhort upon us and reply, that the Duties upon 
thefe Commodities are only Taxes upon Luxury, and 
that it would be happy for the Nation if all our Lux- 
uries were tax'd. 

It feems then, at lafl, that this Scheme was proje6led 
only for the Suppreffion of Luxury, which is certainly a 
very laudable End ; but if That is the true Delign of 
it, I cannot help thinking that it would have been fome- 
thing more to the Purpofe to have laid a Tax upon 
Gold and Silver Lace, as well as foreign Thread-Lace 
and fine Linnens i upon fumptuous Equipages, coftly 
Figures, and other Things, which are really unnecel- 
fary, and contribute only to the Vanity, Pomp and 
Luxury of Life. 

As for Tobacco and Wine, They do not fcem to fall 

immediately under the Denomination of Luxury, The 

firjl of thele Commodities is grown fo habitual to vaft 

Multitudes 
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Multitudes of People, efpecially the labouring -Poor, 
that They can hardly fublift without it ; and the latter 
is become equally natural, by long Cuftom, to moft of 
the higher Ranks of Men. (n many Cafes, it is a Cor- 
dial, and prefcribed by Phylicians as fuch. Nay, fbme 
Conftitutions cannot bear any other Liquor than Wine ; 
and therefore it cannot properly be call'd Luxury any 
more than Sugar, Spice, and all other Commodities, 
which are not of our own Growth, or ablblutely nc- 
•ccffary to the Prefervation of Life. 

But if thefe Reformers are refolved in earneft to re- 
duce the Confumption o^ Wine and Tohacco ; how are 
the landed Gentlemen to be eafed, by an Improvement of 
the Revenue ; or, indeed, v/hat will become of the Go^ 
vernment itfclf, which is principally fupported by LuX" 
ury, according to this Acceptation of the Word ? ■ 
No Body but fuch a doting old Wretch as Mother Of 
borne, or fuch a blundering Creature as Cams, could 
have ever flartcd fo lilly an Argument ; and therefore - 
it is beneath any farther Notice. 

We are likewife inform'd that the old Stzhjtdy upon 
Wine and Tobacco, which belongs to the Ck'H-Ltft, will 
be" continued at the Cujlom-houfe ; and thcrefcn-e our 
Objedion, that the Crozvn will be a confiderable Gai- 
ner by \!ciQ. Scheme, mult fill to the Ground. I am far 
from being fatisfy'd as to this Point, for fcveral Reafons, 
which may be hercifter c'cplain'd. At prefent, I fhall 
only take Notice that thisCircumflance is io far from 
being an An!wer*to our Objc6lion, that it is a new Ar- 
gument againil thc/'r^p/V^ itlclf; not only as it feems 
calculated to prcvent any Reduftion of Cuftom-houfe 
Officers, but as it will llibjcdt the Dealers in thofe Com- 
modifies to the Vexation of tzvo Offices at once. It ap- 
pcifo to be built exadlly after the Model oi France and 
Spain ; where, as I am iiifoimM, there is one Duty 
of CufJoms, upoii Importation, and anoiher of Excife^ 
upon tiome-Confumption. 

Vol. X. R I iliaU 
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Jfr fhall conclude with obfeiving, that I have not met 
•with one Perfon, who hath alter'd his Sentiments of 
ibis Scheme, fince the late Revelation of it. The Advo* 
cates for it are therefore reduced to the lall Shift of 
calling Names, and reprefenting all Thofe, who oppofe 
it, as STURDY Beggars; but this polite Phrafe 
feems to be a little unhappily^ apply'd, in the prefent 
Cafe; for sturdy Beggars and Robertsmen 
are ufed as fynonymous Terras in our old Statutes. 
This puts Me in Mind of the Story jof the Rabbit; 
which I will relate as briefly as I can, for the Informa- 
tion of Thofe, who never heard it. 

An impudent Fellow, who was not content with 
tlie Profits of an honeft Employment, took it in his 
Head to colledl Money on the Road in a very unu- 
fual Manner, according to Law. His Method was to 
flep up to a Coachfide, with a RMit in one Hand, and 
a Viftol in the other. Gentlemen, faid He, suill you 

pleafe to buy my Rabbit ? If They anfwer'd. We 

don^tlove Rabbits y He reply M, with a bullying Air-; 
By G ■ — ^, Gentlemen, you muft and Jhall buy this 
Rabbit! 

I fhall make no Application of this Story; but only 
ask one fhort Queftion. — Who were the fturdy Beg- 
gars, in this Cale ; T^hey, who declared their Averlion 
to the Rabbit 5 or. He, who cramm'd it down their 
Throats ? D. 



To CALEB D'ANVERS^ EJ^i 

SIR, 

THE Author of <2 Letter from a Member of Par' 
liament to his Friend in the Country, fpeaking 
c{ 2i general Excife and imaginary Terrors, (p. 7.) hath 
thefe remarkable Words; " Such was the Danger of 
** the Churchy in the Days of Queen Jnnei fuch w«s 
>* the Danger of Gibraltar, in the Days of the late 
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gooJ King, and of the prefent Father of our Coun- 
try i fi^ch was the Danger of univerfal War, by blun- 
dering Counfels, which have ended in univerfal 
Peace ; fuch was, and is, the Danger of the Liberty 
" of the Frefsy &c. 

What, 5:r, can we think of the Author of this 
Pamphlet J or of his Dire^or and Supervifor ? Hdw un- 
guarded is He, and how great an Advantage does he 
give the Ivories, by ranking the Danger of the Churchy 
in the Days of Queen Anne, with thofe real, certain^ 
nfftoriotts Dangers, which niake up the following Part 
of the Paragraph ? 

For I defire to ask Him, was Gibraltar in no Dan- 
ger from the late King^s Letter ? — Had his Parlia- 
ment refufed Him fo many Things^ that there was no 
Danger of their Confent, if He had requefted This from- 
Them ? — 'Were there no Inftruftions given to the O- 
bcdient, to declaim upon the little Importance of Gi- 
braltar, and that the Charge of its Maintenance ex- 
ceeded its Worth ? Was not the Spirit ^ raifed by 

fome feafonable Writings, the moft probable Reafoni' 
w^hy that Affair was carried no ferther? — Or was it 
in no Danger, when it was a^luilly beiieged by Siflrong 
Force, and defended by a Garrifon, at iirft fmall and 
weak? — Nay, can we even now be fo wdl fatisfied 
of its Safety as we ftiouLi have been, if the King of 
Spain, in the late Treaties, had explicitly renounced his 
PretenRms to it? 

Ne)^, let Me ask, is it a good ' Proof that there was 
no Danger of an univerfal War, becaufe thofe Measures, 
which naturally might have produced it, have acci- 
dentally ended in univerfal Peace ? — Is it jufl Rea- 
fonlng to argue, from the Event ; or where is the Se- 
curity, or Advantage o^ fuch a Peace^ as requires a 
Continuance, if not an Increafe, of our Taxes and 
military Forces, becaufe it affords Ambition more Lei- 
fure to look round ? 

R 2 As 
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As to the Liberty of the Prefs, was That in no 
Danger, when Men were tampered with to give it up; 
when Ibme were encouraged to abufe that Liberty, 
with Regard to Morality and Religion, that others 
might the more readily fubmit to a Reflraint of it? 
And is not its prefcnt Security more to be afcri- 
bed to Thofe, who will not concur in bringing fo great 
a Load of Slavery upon us, than to ^boje, who have 
/pared no fecret Pains to lay it upon our Sliculders ? 

It is folllblc that a mijiifterial Writer may have the 
Boldnefs to anfwer l^o to each of thefe Queflions ; but 
it is not poffible that He fhould meet with Belid", or 
have fo much FolJy as to expeft it. 

O. / am. Sir, your bumble Servant, X. 

N^ 352. Saturday, March 31, 1732. 

- ^1 E have been lately told that Parliaments 
!?^5SS2i^l ^9 not jit to plcafe /^^ Me r c h a n ts ; 
^ W ?^? ^^^ ^^ They . are really a Band of 
2>5 . Y^ STURDY Beggars, who enrich 
""'^S Themfelves w ith the Plunder of the Na- 
(Xj» tion, it muft be acknowledged They are 
{ohr from deferving to be gratify'd, that the Statutes a- 
gainil Vagrmits ought to be put in Force againft Them ;. 
nay, if all the foreign Commodities, which To^ im- 
port for the Conveniency of Life, in Return for our fu- 
perfiuous ManufaSlures, are to be ranic'd under the De- 
nomination oi Luxury, as We are likewife told, I think 
Trade itfelf ought to be fupprelVd, as well as- the 
Merchants.. But Thefe, 1 confefs, are new Doc- 
trines to Mcv and favour much more of Republican 
Principles^ than any Thing I have ever advanced. 
They have, indeed, a dircd Tendency to an agrarian 
Law, or what is callM LtvcIUng amongft us, and can 

be 
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be fupported by nothing elfe. The Lands of England 
mad be divided equally amongft the People, and every 
Man muft live upon the Produce of his own little Spot ' 
of Earth, without any Commerce with the reft of the' 
World, or making any Figure abroad as a maritime 
Power. 

When tbefe Writers argue againft Luxury^ in the 
prefent Cafe, They are guilty of a moft egregious 
and ridiculous Piece of Sophillry, by dividing all Com- 
modities into two Qafles only, the Neceffaries and 5«- 
prfiuities of Life ; whereas in all civilized Countries, 
the Conveniencies of Ufe ought certainly to have a 
Place, diftinft from either j for the coarfeft Prize, or 
Dowlas, that is made, will proteft us from the Inju- 
ries of the Weather, as weU as the fineil Manufactures; 
and the moft homely Diet will fupport Life, as well 
as the richeft Delicacies of Earth, Air and Water. 
Will thefe Gentlemen therefore call every Thing ^itper^ ' 
fuity and Luxury^ wKich is not abfolutely neceffaty to 
our very Exiftence ; oj: would They have no Diftinc- 
tion made between different Ranks of Men ? ■ But 

as Authorities have often more Force than the ftrongeft 
Reafoning, or cleareft Demonftration, I will fill up this 
Paper with a moft excellent EfTay of th^ late Mr. Ad- 
dison, transcribed "Verbatim from one of the SpeSa- 
tors; in which He gives, us his Sentiments of Trade 
and the British Merchants. 

.X rip HERE is no Place in the Town, which I 

** JL fo much love to frequent as the Royal Ex^ 

•* change. It gives Me a fecret Satisfadlion, and, in 

** feme Meafure, gratifies my Vanity, as I am an Eng- 

** lijbman, to fee To rich an Afl'embly of my Countrymen 

*' and Foreigners confulcing together upon the private 

** Eufinefs of Mankind, and making this Metropolis a 

" Kind of Emporium for the whole Earth. I muft 

" confjfi, I .look upon Hlgh-Chajige to be a prcac 

'' Council, i.i which aB confiderable Nations have 
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<* their Reprcfentatives. Factors in the trading 
«* World are what Ambassadors are in the politick 
<« World. They negotiate Affairs, conclude Treaties, 
*' and maintain a good Correfpondence between thofe 
*' wealthy Societies of Men, that are divided from one 
** another by Seas and Oceans, or live on the diffe- 
** rent Extremities of a Continent. I have often been 
pleafed to hear Difputes adjufted between an Inhabi- 
tant of Japan and an Alderman of London i or to 
fee a Subjefl of the Gnat Mogul entering into a 
** League with one of the Cxar o^ Mufcovy, I am in- 
** finitely delighted in mixing with thefe Several Mini- 
*^ ft ers of Commerce, as They are diftinguilh'd by their 
*' different Walks, and different Languages. Sometimes 
** I am juflled among a Body of Armenians i fome- 
*< times I am loft in a Crowd of Jetos ; and fome- 
times make one in a Groupe of Dutchmen, I am a 
" Dane, Swede, ox Frenchman, at different Times; or 
rather fancy My .'elf like the old Philofopher, who 
upon being ask*d what Countryman He was, re- 
ply M, that He was a Citizen oj the World. 

Though I very frequently vifit this bufy Multi- 
tude of People, I am known to nobody there but 
my Friend Sir Andrew, who often fmiles upon 
" Me as He fees Me buttling in the Crowd, but at 
the fame Time connives at my Prefencc, without 
taking any farther Notice of Me. There is, indeed, 
a Merchant of Egypt, who juft knows Me by Sight, 
having formerly remitted Me fome Money to Grand 
Cairo j but as I am not verfcd in the modern Cop- 
'* tick, our Conferences go no farther than a Bow and' 
** a Grimace. 

This grand Scene of Bulincfs gives A4e an infinite 
Variety of folid and fuMlantial Entertainments. As 
** I am a great Lover of Mankind, my Heart natu- 
rally overflows with Pleafure at the Sight of a prof- 
perous and happy Multitude; inibmuch that -at 
many publick Solemnities I cannot forbear expref- 
. *' ilng 
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** fing my Joy with Tears, that have ftolen down my* 
*' Checks^ For this Reafon, I am wonderfully delighted* 
** to fee fuch a Body of Men thriving in their own ' 
<* privatB Fortunes^ and at the fame Time promoting' 
" the publtck Stoci; or, in other Words, raifmg E-' 
«* ftates for their ozvn Fami/ies, by bringing into their 
" Country whatever is wanting^ and carrying out of 
" it whatever isfuperfluous. 

** Nature feems to have taken a particular Care to difl 
** feminate her Blcffings among the different Regions of 
*' the World, with an Eye to this mutual Intercourfe* 
*' and Tralfick among Mankind, that the Natives of 
<* the feveral Parts of the Globe might have a Kind of 
<« Dcpcndance upon one another, and be united to-' 
" gether by their common Intercft. Almoft every Z>^-* 
<* gree produces fomething peculiar to it. The Food* 
** often grows in one Country, and the Sauce in aho-' 
«' ther. The Fruits of Portugal are correfted by the 
<* YtodL\x^so^ Barbadoes ; the Infnfton of at CJhwa P /ant 
** fweeten'd with the Pith of an Indian Cane- The 
** PhilippUk Iflands give a Flavour to our European 
•* Bowls. The fingle Drefs of a Woman of ^ality is 
<* often the Produft of an hundred Climates. The' 
** Muff and the Fan come together from the different 
** Ends of the Earth. The Scarf is fent from the 
«* horrid Zone, and the Tippet from beneath the Pole.' 
** The Brocade Petticoat riles out of the Mines of Peru, 
*' and the Diamond Necklace out of the Bowels of 
*' hidoftan. 

*' If We confider our own Country in its natural 
<* Piofpe£l, without any of the Benefits and Advanta- 
" ges of Commerce y what a barren, uncomfortable Spot 
•• of Earth falls to our Share ? Natural Hiftorians tell 
•* us, that no Fruit grows originally among us, befides 
** Hips and Haws, Acorns and Pig-Nuts, with other' 
" Delicacies of the like Natu»; that our Climate of 
** itfclf and without theAfTillance of Art, can make 
<* no farther Advances towards a Plumb dian to a She,' 

»* and 
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*< and carries an. jipp/e to no greater Perfedlion than a 
*' Cra3 ; that our Melons^ our Peaches, our F/g-/, our 
** Apricots ^Tid Cherries art Strangers among us, im-' 
ported in different Ages, and naturalized in our Efig- 
/IJbGzrdcnsi and that they would all degenerate' 
and fall away into the Tra(h of our own Country, 
if they were wholly negleded by the Planter and- 
** left to the Mercy of our Sun and Soil. Nor has* 
** Trajick more enrich'd our vegetable World, than it 
'* has improved the whole Face of Nature among us/ 
** Our Ships are laden with the Harveft of every Gli- 
** mate. Our Tables are flored with Spices, ana Oi/s, ■ 
*' and Wines. Our Rooms are fill'd with Pyramids oif 
** China, and adom'd with the Workmanihip of J a-' 
** pan^ Our Mornings Draught comes to us from the* 
** remotcft Corners of the Earth. We repair our Bodies 
*' by the Drugs of A?nerica, and repofe ourfelves under 
** Indian Canopies. My Friend Sir Andrew calls 
** the Vineyards o^' France our Gardens;' the Spice- 
*' IJlands our Hot-Beds ; the Perjtans our Silk- Weavers ; 
*' and the Chinefe our Potters. Nature, indeed, fur- 
** nifhes us with the bare NeceJ/aries of Life j but 
** Traffick gives us a great Variety of what is tifefui, 
*' and at the fame Time fupplies us with every Thing, 
" that is convenient and ornamentaU Nor is it the leall 
*' Part of this our Happinefs, that whilft we enjoy 
** the remotell Produdh of the North and South, we 
** are free from thoie Extremities of Weather, >vhich 
*' give them Birth ; that our Eyes are rcfiefh'd with 
•' the green Fields of ^r///?;/?, at the fame Time that 
** our Palates are feailed with Fruits, that rife bctv/cen 
*« the Tropicks. 

" For thefc Rcafons, there are not more ufeful 
" Members in a Com in on wealth than Merchants. 
<* They knit Mankind together in a mutual Intercourfe 
«' of gojd Ofnccs; dillriliute the Gifts of Nature; find 
<« Work for the ?LQr\ add Weilth to the Rich \ and 
** Migni.xepicc to the Great. Our Englijh Merchant 

" convcrte 
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" converts the Tin of his own Country into Gold, 
" and exchanges his Wool for Rubies. The Mabeiae- 
" tans are cloath'd in our Brilijh Manuftfture, and 
" the Inhabitants of the Frozen Zone warm'd with 
" the Fleeces of our Sheep. 

" When I have been upon the Change, I have often 
" fiincied one of our old Kings Handing in PerJbn, 
" where He is reprefented in Effigy, and looking 
" down upon the weahhy Concourfe of People, with 
" which that Place is every Day fill'd. In this Cafe, 
" how would He be furprized to hear all the Languages 
'■ of Europe fpoken in thk little Spot of his fotnier 
" Dominions; and to fee fo many private Men, who 
" in hij Time would have 1>eeii ths Vajfals of fime 
" p'jtuerful Baron, negotiating like Princes for greater 
" Sums of Money than were formerly to be mec with 
*' in theroyalTreiCury. Trade, without enlarging the 
" Briiifi Territories, has given us a kind of additional 
*' Empire. It has multiplied the Number of the Rith, 
" made our landed EJlates infinitely more valuable 
" than they were formerly, and added to them an 
" AcceGlon of other Eftatei as valuable as the Landi 
" themfelves. D. 
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j| A M defircd by feveral of my Corre- 

I fpondonts to inlert the following Letter 

; from a Jefuit in England to the Redfor 

' of that OnJer at Brujfeh, in the Year 

\ 1627, dilcoveiing a Defign at that 

' Time on Foot, for .enflaving the Nation 

by Excises and a standing Army. It may be 

feen in Rupwwih'i C»lU8kni, Vol. i. /». 474, from 

whence 
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whence I have iranfcribed it at large, and believe fome 
Parts of it will be thought to contain Matter of fea- 
fonable Inftrudlion and Caution, at prefcnt. 

Father Re£lor, 

*' T E T not the Damp of Ailonifhmcnt fcize upon 
*' 1- ^ your ardent and zealous Soul, in apprehcndir.g 
** the fuddain and unexpedled Calling of a FarliamerJ. 
•* We have not oppofed, but rather furthered it ; fo 
*' that we hope as much in this Parliamenty as ever 
J* we fear'd any in Queen Elizabeths Days. 

J' You mull know the Council is engaged to aflift 
** xhQ King, by^Way oi Prerogative, in cafe the P^r- 
** liamentar*) Way fhould fail. You Ihall fee this Par- 
•* liatnent will refemble the Pelican, which takes a 
** Plcafure to dig out with her Beak her own Bouels. 
** The Elc6lion of Knights and BurgefTes hath been' 
in fuch Confufion of apparent Fadion, as That, 
which we were wont to procure heretofore with 
much Art and Indulby, ( when the Spanijb Match 
was in Treaty) now breaks out ntturally as ii Botch, 
or Boil, and fpits and fpues out it's own Rancor* 
" and Venom. 

** You remember how that famous and immortal 
** Statefman, the Count of G^»^(?w^r, fed King y/7/55^i 
** his Fancy, and rock'd him afleep with the foft 
" fweet Sound of Peace, to keep up the Spanijh Treaty. 
" Likewife we were much bound to fome State/men of 
** our own Country for gaining Time, by procuring 
*' thofe moll advantageous Ceflations of Arms in the 
** Palatinate, and advancing the Honour and Integrity 
" of the Spanijh Nation^ and villifying the Hollanders j 
" remonftrating to King James, that that State was 
** mod ungratcJul both to his PredeccfTor Queen Eliza^ 
Beth and his facred Majefly ; that the States were 
more obnoxious than the Turk, and perpetually in- 
jured his Majeity's loving Subjects in the Eaft Indies i 
'* and likewife They have ufurp'd from his-Majefty 
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" the Regality and unvaluable Profit of the narrow 
** Seas, in fifhing upon the Englip Coaflsy &c. 

" This gr£at State/man had but one principal 
*' Means to further their great and good Defigns ; 
*' which was to fet on King James that none but the 
" Puritan Pa^ion, which plotted nothing but Anarchy 
^' and his Confuiion, were averfe to this moll ha^y 
** Union. We fteer'd on the fame Courfe, and have 
** made great Ufe of this Aiarcbical EleSfion, and have 
** prejudicated and anticipated the great one^ that 
** none but the King^s Enemies and iis are chofen of 
** this Parliamenty &c. 

** We have now many Strings to our Bow, and 
'* have ftrongly- fortify 'd our Fa6lion, and have added 
" two Bulwarks more; for when King James lived, 
"*' ( you know ) he was very violent againft Arminia- 
** nifmy and interrupted (with his Wit and deep 
** Learning) our (Irong Defigns in Holland^ and was a 
*' great Friend to that old Rebel and Heretick, tlie 
** Prince oi Orange. 

Now, we have planted that Sovereign Drug Ar 
minianifm, which we hope will purge the Prote- 
** fiants from their Herefy ; and it flourifheth and 
** bears Fruit in due Seafon. 

" The Materials, which build up our Bulwarks, 
are the ProjeSiors and Beggars of all Ranks and 
Qualities. Howfoever, both thefe Fa6lions co-ope- 
rate to deftroy the Parliaments, and to introduce a 
new Species and Form of Gavernment, which is 
Oligarchy, 

" Thofe lerve as diredl Mediums and Inftruments 
to our End, which is the univerfal Catholick Mo- 
" narchy. Our Foundation muft be Mutation^ and 
** Mutation will caufe a Relaxation ; which wiil ferve 
** as fo many violent Difeafes, as the Stone, Gout, Sec. 
'* to the fpeedy Diftraftlon of our perpetual and iu- 
** fufferable Anguifh of Body, which is worle than 
«* Death itielf. 
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*« We proceed now by Council and mature Delibe- 
«* ration, how and when to work upon the * Duke's 
" Jealoufy and Revenge ; and in This we give the 
*' Honour to Thofe, which merit it, which are the 
« Cburcb-Catbolicks. 

" There is another Matter of Confequence, which 
*'«ve take much into our Confideration and tender 
" Care; which is to ftave o9^ Puritans, that They 
** hang not in the Duke's Ears. They are impudent, 
*< fubtile People ; and it is to be fear'd left They fhould 
** negociate a Reconciliation between the Duke and 
** the Parliament at Oxford and Wejlfninfter ; but 
** now we alTure ourfelves we have fo handled the 
" Matter, that both Duke and Parliament are iric- 
*' cencilcable. 

'* For the better Prevention o\ the Puritans, the 
** Armenians have already lock'd up the Duke's Ears ; 

and we have Thole of our own Religion, which 

Hand continually at the Duke's Chamber, to fee who 

goes in and out. We cannot be too circumfped and 
" careful in this Regard. 

*« I cannot chufe but laugh to fee how fome of our 
•* own Coat have accoutred themfelves. You would 
** fcarce know Them, if you faw Them ; and it is 
** admirable, how in Speech and Gcfture They adl 
" the Puritans. Th& Cambridge Scholars, to their 
" woeful Experience, fhall fee we can aft the Puri- 
" tans a little better than They have done the j^e^ 
" fuits. Thty have abufed our facred Patron, ' Saint 
" Ignatius, in jell ; buc we will make Them fmart 
** for it in earneft. I hope you will excafe my merry 
** Digreffion ; for I confefs unto you, I^m at this 
** Time trani'ported with Joy to lee how happily all 

Inftruments and Means, as well great as lefs, co- 
operate unto our Purpofes. 
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" But to return unto the main Fabrick. Our Foun- 
dation is Armtnianifm, The Arminians' ^xA Pro- 

** jeciorSi as it appears in the PremifTes, afie^ Muta* 
tion. This we fecond, and enforce by probaHe 
Arguments. In the firft Place, we take into Con- 

** fideration the Kin^s Honour, 'and prefent Neceffity ; 
and we fhew how the King may free himfelf of his 

" Wardy as Lewis XI. did. And for his great Splen- 
dour and Luflrc, He may raife a vaft Revenue^ and 
not be beholding to his SubjeSls ; which is by wajr 
of Impofi tion of Ex c i s e . Then our Churcb-Cathih- 
licks proceed to lhe\v the Means how to fettle this 
ExcifCy which muft be by a mercenary Army of 
Hprfe and Foot. For the Horfey we have mada 
That fure ; They ihall be Foreigner Sy and Germans^ 
who will eat up the King's Revenues^ and fpoil the 
Country wherefoever They come, though They 
fhould be well paid. What Havock will They 
make there, when They get no Pay, or arc not 

** duly paid ? They wHl do more Mifchief, than ^Ve 
hope the Army will do. 

We are provident and careful that this mercenary 
Army of two thoufand Horfe, and twenty thoufandFoot 

"fhall be taken on and in Pay, before the Excife be 
fettled. In forming the Excife, the Country is 
moft likely to rife." U the mercenary Army fobjugate 
the Country, then the Soldiers and Projectors ihall be 

*' paid out of the Confrfcations. If the Country be too 
hard for the Soldiers, then They muil coniequently 
mutiny ; which is equally advantageous unto us, 

** Our fupcrlative Defign is to work the Proteftants, as 
well as the Catholicks, to welcome in a Conqueror, 
and That is by this Means. We hope inllantly to 
difTolve Trades, and hinder the buildirg o^ Shipping ; 
in deviling probable Dcfigns, and putting on the 
State upon Expcdiiions, as That of Cadiz was j 
in taking away the Merchant Ships, fo that They 
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•* may not eafily catch and light upon the JVeJI^ India 
«* fleet, &c. ' Z). 



To CALEB D^ANVERS, EJq^ 

SIR, 

I A M always rejoiced, when I fee a Spirit ofVibertj 
exert itfelf among any S.er, or Denomination of my 
Countrymen. I pleafe myfelf with the Hopes that it 
will grow more diiFuiive ; fbme Time or other become 
fefhionable ; and at laft uleful to the Publick. As I 
know your 2^al for Liberty^ I thought I could not 
addrefs better than to you the following exadl Ac- 
count of the noble Stand, lately made by the polite 
Part of the World, in Defence of their Liberties and 
Properties, againll the open Attacks and bold Attempts 
of Mr. H—-/ upon both. I fhall fingly relate th<r 
Faft, and leave you, who are better able than 1 am, 
to make what Inferences, or Applications may be 
proper. 

The Rife and Progrefs of Mr. H— /*s Power and 
Fortune are too well known for Me now to relate. 
Let it fuffice to fay that He was grown {o infoknt 
upon the fudden and undeferved Incieafe of both, that 
He thought nothing ought to oppo'e his imperious and 
extravagant Will. He had, for fome Time, governed 
the Operas^ and modelled the Orcheftre, witliout the 
lea ft Controul. No Voices y no Inftrutnents were ad- 
mitred, but fuch as flattcr'd his Ears, though They 
fliock'd thofe of the Audience. Wrctchcd^ Scrapers were 
put above the be/l Hands in the Orthejire. No Mufick 
but his own was to be allow'd, though every Body was 
wxary of it ; and He had the Impudence to aiTcrt, 
that there was no Compofer in England but Himfe/f. Even 

Ksngs 
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Kings and ^eens were to be content with whatever 
low Cha rafters He was pleafed to affign Them, as is 
evident in the Cafe of Seignor Montagnana ; who, 
though a Kingy is ahvays obliged to aft (except an 
angry, rumbling Song, or two) the moft infigniiicant 
Part of the whole Drama. This Excefs and Abufe 
of Power foon difgufted the Town j his Government 
grew odious ; and his Opera^s grew empty. However 
this Degree of Unpopularity and general Hatred, in- 
Head of humbling Him, only made Him more furiou* 
and defperate. He fefolved to make one laft Effort 
^to eflablifh his Power and Fortune by Force, lince 
He found it now impoffible to hope for it from the 
good Will of Mankind. In order to This, He form\i 
2iPlan, without confulting any of his Fn>/?^i, (if He 
has any ) and declared that at a proper Seafon Pie 
would communicate it to the Publick ; alTuring us, at 
tiie fame Time, that it would be very much for the 
Advantage of the Publick in general, and of Opera\ in 
particular. Some People fufpeft that He had fettled it 
previoufly with Seignora Strada del Poy who is 
much in his Favour ; but all, that I can advance 
with Certainty, is, that He had concerted it with a 
Brother of his own, in whom He places a moil un- 
deferved Confidence. In this Brother of his. Heat and 
Dulnefs are miraculoufly united. The former prompts 
Him to any Thing new and violent; while the latttr 
hinders Him from feeing any of the Inconveniencics 

of it. As Mr. H /'s Brother, He thought it 

was necefTary He fhould be a Mufician too ; but all 
He could arrive at, after a very laborious Application 
for many Years, was a moderate Performance upon the 
Jew^s T'rump. He had, for fome Time, playM a 
Parte buff a abroad, and had entangled his Brother in 
feveral trdublelbme and dangerous Engagements, in the 
Commiflions He had given Him to contraft with fo^ 
reign Performers ; and from which ( by the Way ) 

JMr. H / did not difengage Himfelf witli much 

S 2 Honour* 
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Honour. Notwithftanding all thefe and many more 
Objeftions, Mr. H /, by and with the Advice of 
this Br at her y at laft produces his Proje^ ; rclblves to 
cram it down the Throats of the Town ; proflitutes 
^rcat and awcful Names ^ as the Patrons of it ; and even 
docs not fcruplc - to infinuate that They are to be 
Sharers of the Profit. His Scheme fet forth in Sub- 
llarce, that the late Decay oiOpera*s was owing to 
their Cheapnefs, and to the great Frauds committed by 
the Door keepers', that the annual Subfcribers were a 
Parcel of Rogues y and made an ill Ufe of their Tickets, 
by often running two into the Gallery ; that to obviate 
thefe Abufcs He had contrived a Thing^, that was 
better than an Opera^ call'd an Oratorio ; to which 
none fhould be admitted, hut by printed Permits, or 
Tickets of one Guinea each, which Ihould be diftri- 
b.utcd out of IVarehcufes of his own, and by Officers of 
his ozvn namifigi which O^r^rj could not lo reafonably 
be fuppofcd to cheat in the Colledlion o^ Guineas, as 
the Door-keepers in the Colleflion oi ha/f Guineas ; and 
lilily, that a5 the very Being oi Opera"* s depended upon 
Him fingty, it was jult that the Profit ariling from 
hence (hould be for his own Benefit. He added, in- 
deed, one Condition, to varnifli the whole a little ; 
which was, that if any Perfon fliould think himfelf 
aggrieved, and that the Oratorio was not worth the 
Price of the Permit, he fhould be at Liberty to appeal 
to three Judges of Mufick^ who Ihould be obliged, 
within the Space of feven Years at fartheft, finally to 
determine the lame; provided always that the faid 
Judges fhould be of his Nomination, and known to 
like no other Mufick but his. 

The Abfurdixy, Extravagancy, and OpprefFion of 
this Scheme difgulled the whole Town. Many of the 
inoft conftant Attendcrs of tlie Opera's refblvcd abfo- 
lutely to renounce them, radier than go to them under 
fuch Extortion and Vexation. They cxclaim'd againfl 
the infolent and rapacious Proje£ior of this Plan* The 

King's 
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King's old and fworn Servants, of the two Theatres of 
Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden, reap'd the Benefit of 
this general Difcontent, and were reforted to in Crowds, 
by way of Oppofition to the Oratorio. Even the faireft 
Breafts were fired with Indignation againft this neto 
Impojition, Aflemblies, Cards, Tea, Cofiee, and all 
other Female Batteries were vigoroufly employ'd to 
defeat the Proje^, and deftroy the Projector, Thele 
joint Endeavours of all Ranks and Sexes fuccccded fb 
well, that the Projedor had the Mortification to iee 
but a very thin Audience at his Oratorio ; and of 
about two hundred and fixty odd, that it coniilled 
of, it is notorious that not ten paid for their Permits^ 
but, on the contrary, had them given Them, and 
Money into the Bargain, for coming to keep Him ia 
Countenance. 

This Accident, They fay, has thrown Him into a 
^eep Melancbohy interrupted fometimes by raving Fits 5 
in which He fancies He fees ten thoufand Opera Devils 
coming to tear Him to Pieces ; then He breaks out into 
frantick, incohdrent Speeches ; muttering fturdy Beg' 
gars, AJfaJJinationy &c. In thefe delirious Moment^ 
He difcovers a particular Averlion to the City. He 
<alls Them all a Parcel of Rogues, and afferts that the 
honefteft trader among Them deferves to be han^d.^ ■ « 
It is much queftion'd whether He will recover; at 
leaft, if He cloes, it is not doubted but He will feck 
for a Retreat in his own Country from the general Ro- 
fcntment of the Town. 

/ am, S IR, 

O. Tour very humble Servant, 

P— -LO R~.n. 

p. S. Having fccn a little Epigram, lately handed 
^boutTown, which fecms to allude to the fameSubje^, 
i believe it will not be unwekorac to ypur Readers. 

S3 EPI- 
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EPIGRAM. 

Uoth if—e to H— /, fliall We Two a 
And excife the wiiole Natiwi ? 



H. ft, Csro,-fi. 
Of what Ufe are Zhetp, if the ShiphcrJ ca.n\ (hear them? 

At the Hay-Market I, you at Wefiminfter. ' 

W. Hear Him! 
Caird to Order, their Sceonds appear in their Place ; 
One feni'd for his Marali, and one for his Face. 
In half They fuececded, in half They were croft. 
The Excise was obuin'd, buE poor Deborah IoH. 
O. 
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/, pele unptentum, Puer, el Coronai, 
Et Cadam, Marfi memorem Duelli, 
Spartacum fi qua potuil ca^antem 

FallereTtfta. Hor. . 

P Ublick Bleffings naturally produce piiUick 
Ti Rqoicings; and I fliould think myfclf 
I tnexcufeable, iflnegleA ihis Opportunit/ 
I of concurring in chat general Scene of 
1 Feftiviiy, which hath manilelted itfelf 
' ihro' all Paris of ihe Kingdom, on a late 
evet-tnemorable Occurrence. Inftead therefore of con- 
doling wilh my Countrymen, [ as I once fcat'd ihcrt 
might be Occafion to do ) I heartily congratulate Them 
Upon their Deliverance, and Ihall leave the Enemies of 
'fradt and Liberty lo humble Thetnfelves in Sackcloih 
•nd Aihes, whilft We are wiUving Prarf^rity to both, 
and drinting the Healths oUhefe boaefl Gfntknten, wiio 
iiave prefcrved them to us. 
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I cannot, perhaps, do my Country a more ufcful 
Piece of Service, at this Time, than by making feme 
Obfervations on fo great an Event. 

In the firft Place, We have the Pleafure to obferve 
that the Spirit of Liberty is not yet extinft in this 
Kingdom; and that the original Pozver of the People, 
in their colleftive Body, is ftill of fome Weight, when 
vigoroufly exerted and united, without any ridiculous 
Adherence to old Party-names, which have no Relation 
10 our prefent Difputes. For this Reafbn, every good 
EngUJhman and Friend to his Country muft be mfinite- 
ly delighted to find the filly Denominations of Whig 
and ^ory intirely funk in our late Cbntefts, and loft in 
the more feafonable Dillinftion oi Excifeman, or no Ex- 
xifeman. Such Difcriminations as thcfe are nattiral and 
unavoidable, on all great Occalions ; and as they gene- 
rally ceafe with their Caufe, or can be revived only in 
fimilar Cafes, they are feldom attended with any bad 
Confequences to the Publick. Whereas when a whole 
Nation is divided into two feparate Bodies, occafion'd 
only by fome circumftantial Differences about Govermenty 
or Religion, a greater Regard is commonly paid to 
JtJames than to things j and the People are apt to follow 
their Leaders, in diffiarent Herds, thfough all their Mea- 
fures, without confidering whether they are reafbnable in 
.themfelves, or even confiftent with their ozon Syftem of 
Politicks. Thofe are the DiftinSiions, which ought to 
be avoided in a free Country ; becaufe they ufually be- 
come permanent, and are made the Inftruments of am- 
bitious Men, upon every Occafion, however foreign to 
the Principles, which firft gave them Birth. 1 thank 
^ Heaven, ^<&k popular Delujions feem pretty well laid at 
prefent ; and as the Coalition of Parties hafh been at- 
tended with fuch glorious Succefs, I hope They will 
keep Themfelves ftridlly on their Guard, and not fuffer 
any Seducer to divide Them again- 

I am at a Lofs whicl^to commend moft ; the prudent 
Vigour of the mercantile Part of the Nation ; or the 

publick 
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publick Spirit of the landed Gentlemen^ in fupporting 
Them. The Traders, on one Side, have made a noble 
Stand, in Defence of their own immediate Concerns ; 
and the Country Gentlemeny on the other, have proved 
Themfelves wifer than to be deluded into an Opinion 
that their Interefts are really diftinft. As the Happinefs 
of both is reciprocal and depends on each other ; fo They 
have very jultly made it a joint Caufe j and whilft They 
continue thus happily united, We may defy all the Pow- 
ers on Earth to invade our Liberties, and dellroy our 
Conftitution, 

It would be ungrateful, in this Place, not to acknow- 
ledge the dilinterefted Condudl of feveral Gentlemen in 
high Stations, both civil and military j but the general 
Applaufe of Mankind, befides the inward Satisfaction of 
having done their Duty, in fb critical a Juncture, pre- 
vents my Pen, and will amply compenfate for the Lofs 
of prefent Favour, or the Frowns of Power. — They 
have, at leaft, endear'd their Names to Pofterity, and 
I hope fuch uncommon Virtue will one Day £nd its Re- 
ward, even in this Age. 

The unufual and almoft fingular Concurrence of Senti- 
ments, upon this Occalion, gives us Reafon to rejoice 
in a more than ordinary Manner. I congratulate my 
Countrymen, not only on the Defeat of the Scheme, 
but on the ProjeB itfelf ; which hath been feveral Years 
in Embryo, and being now crufh'd by fo high an Au- 
thority, is buried, I hope, deep 'as the Center, and 
will never rife again, whilft the leaft Spark of Englijh 
Liberty remains unextinguifh'd. The gloomy Profped, 
which lately prelented itfelf to our View, is vanifh'd at 
once, and mcceeded by a ferene Sky, which feems to 
promife us a litde Sunfhine and fine Weather ; for to 
whatever Motives the ProjeStor and his Advocates may 
think fit to afcribe our late Succefs, it is certainly owing 
to the general Senfe of the Nation, which hath fo fully 
difcover'd itfelf on this Occafion. No Arts have been 
left untry'd, no Engines unemployM by thefe Men, to 

execute 
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execute their Delign ; and therefore We may reafonably 
conclude that no Minijfer in his Senfes will ever prefume 
to revive a Scheme, which hath been fo tmiverfally op- 
pofcd by the Voice of the People without Doors, and fb 
gloriouiiy defeated by our worthy Reprefentatives within. 

I often plcafe myfelf with reilefting what a Figure 
this profperous Struggle will give us abroad, as a free 
People 5 and that it will, in a great Meafure, wip« off 
that invidious Refleftion of Mr. Voltaire, in his Hiftory 
of the late King of Sweden ; that the present Eng- 
lish are no more like the Englifh in the "Days of Ckom- 
WEL, than the Monks and Prelates of Rome are like 
the ANTiENT Scipio^s, I could likewife mention 

fome o:hcr good Confequences, which We may rcafon- 
aUy cxpc£l from the happy Iffue d^ this Affair, both 
with Regard to the King and the People; but as it may 
not be proper to explain them at prefent, I muft defire 
to be excufed. 

It always goes againft my Heart to infult the Unfor- 
tunate, or triumph over the Vanquijh^d ; though their 
DillrefTes and Confulion have been intirely occafionM by 
Themfelves. I am rather inclined to companionate the 
Cafe of all Thofe, ( of whatever Rank, or Station They 
may be ) who have fuffer'd Themfelves to be dragg'd 
through an Horfepond and bemired, to no Purpofe, in 
fo odiojs a Caufe. — Even x!ti&Proje^or himfelf partici- 
pates of my Pity. 

But if I were of a contrary Difpofition, and could 
take any Delight in the Difcomfiturc of my Adverfaries, 
I am fumifh'd with the ftrongeft Materials from the 
Writings of that choleric old Beldame Mrs. Osborne » 
who, in one of her fcolding Fits, very unluckily hap- 
pened to cxprcfs Hcrfelf in the following Manner, con- 
cerning the late Petitions from feveral Corporations to 
their Reprefentatives, viz, 

* *♦ Perfons mufl have a very mean Opinion of the 
Underltanding, or Refolution of the Minifiry^ to 

** imagine 

»^ .1.11 _ I 

* See the London Journal of Feb. 24/i^, 1732-3. 
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** imagine They will be bullied out of their Reafon, or 
** roar*d out of their Senits ; and that They will be 
'* induced to depart from what is right, or jufl, through 
*' Fear of a fc\v hot-headed Petitioners lifting up their 
** Voices, and making a confufed Noife in the Dark. 
" No ; if They zrt frighten* d^ They are gone ; and 
I fliall date their Fall from that very Moment ; for 
^htrfucb Cowardice, their Enemies will never fufTer 
*' Them to pafs any Aft, which They han\ a Mind 
to. Nor is THAT Man worthy to be at the 

Head of Afiairs, who dares not do what is right, and 
** leave all Events to Him, who governs the World. 

What a fine Opportunity hath this old Fortune-teller 
pot in -my Hands of triumphing over her Patron P But 
I fcorn to take any Advantage of fuch a blundering O- 
racle, and would advife Her to confult the learned Vati- 
cinations of her celebrated Anceflor, Mother Shipton, be- 
fore She ventures to publifh any more of her own Pre- 
diftions. 

As to the ProjeRor himfelf, I can only hope that this 
Rebuff vf'iW, at leaft, be Matter of Inftruftion to Him, 
and induce Him to ufe a little more Caution, for the 
future, how He provokes the Patience of the People. 
This will be the only effedlual Way for Him to fleep in 
Quiet, without being haunted with continual Dreams of 
Murder and AjffaJJination, At prefent, I will gi\'e Him 
this farther Comfort ; that as He hath not hitherto dif- 
cover'd any Part of the fame Spirit or Abilities with Ju- 
lius Caesar, He need not terrify Himldf with Ap- 
prehenfions of falling in the fame Maf/ner, 

But if He is refolved to perlill in his former Meafures^ 
and verify Madam Osborne^ s Prophecies, it is out of my 
Power to prevent it with all my Endeavours. I will 
therefore conclude in the Words of Cicero againft Pifo 
and his Brother-Colleague, which I ihall leave to tots 
Gentleman^ s ferious Meditation. 

Nunquam Ego fanguinem expetivi tuum ; nunquam 
illud extremum, quod foffet ejfe imfrobis ^ probis com- 
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mune, fupplidum Legis^ ac Judicii ; fed abjeRumy coH" 
temptumy defpeSium a caterhy a Te ipfo defperatum, i^ 
reliSium ; circumfpeBantem omnia ; quicquid increpuijfk 
pertimefcenUm ; diffidentem tuis Rebui ; fine voce^ fine 
Libertate^ fine autoritate^ fine ullafpeeie confulari ; bor- 
rentem^ trementem, adulantem omnes videre Te volui, 
Vidi, ^are, fi T^ibi evenerity quod metuis ne accidat, 
equidem non molefte ferqm. Sin id tardius forte fiet, 
fruar tamen tud Indignitate ; nee minus libenter mefU- 
entem vide bo y ne Reus fias, quam Reum ; nee minus 
latabor^ cum Te femper fordidum, quam fi paulifper for- 
did at um viderem. D, 



In a few Days will be publifif^d, 

"Dje Projector's LOOKING-GLASS; 

or, 7he laft dying Words and Confeffton of Sir Robert 
Marral, premier Excifiman of Grczt Britain, wbo 
was burnt in Fleet- llrcet en Wednefday the i ith In* 
fiant ; taken faithfully from his own Mouth at the Place 
of Execution, 

To which will be prefix\d his Effigies, drawn upon the 
Spot and curioufy engraven by Mr; H-*-g — th. 

Then Ihall fland up in his Eftate a Raiser of 
Taxes, in theGlijry erf" the Kingdom; but within 
few Days He fliall be deitroy'd. 

Daniel, Chap, xi. Ferfe lotb. 

Printed for Mr. Aldam, Stationer, near Weaver's- 
Hally ofzvhom any l^ umbers may be had gratis, when in 
Town. 

N. B. Vh Gruhfirect Paper, lately hawlCd about the 
Streets nnocr the Title of the lall dying Words of the 
Excifc-Bill, ^c. is fpurious, atid a grofs Impofition on the 
Publick, 

LOST, 
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LOS% fmewbere near V/cRminRer-Hal], 0»Wcdncf- 
day the i ith Inftant^ about Ten 6* Clock at Night. 

A BILL, for a very large Sum of Money ^ drawu 
upon MeJ/, Smokers and Company, Merchants in LoH' 
don. Whoever can recover it, and toillf at any Time 
hereafter, take an Opportunity to return it to the right 
Qfoner and file Proprietory Robert Bold ^Norfelic, 
at the Star and Garter in Pall-Mall ; He fball fir f$ 
great a Favour meet with many Thanks^ and receive a 
moft handfime Gratuity, 

N. B. This Bill is of no Ufi to any Body but the 
Owner, Payment being now fi cfeSlually ft opt. 
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"III mt in Martals H coranwnd Suctefs ; 
ButW^lldamare, Sempronius i (fW/deferve it. 
Cato. 

g H E N I firft enter'd upon thi* Subjcft 
T oi Excifei, I proceeded only on common 
4 Report arul the Indmauon* given us of 
fact a DrfigB in a Court-Pampblit, pub- 
Z lifh'd lall Summer; as well as in the 
Speech of a ctrlain honoarahlt Gentleman 
in the Hauft af Cunmimi. I thought fuch Hint% 
ftrcngthen'd by the general Difcourie of the Town', 
were fuffi jient to juftify an Enquiiy into tbis Method of 
taxation; which I apprehended, and do flill appiehend. 
Vol. X. T w 
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to be of the moft dangerous Confequence to the Iiv 
tcreft oH^radCy as well as xht Liberties of the whole 
Nation. 

I was however in Hopes that the honourable Gentle' 
man would have been induced to drop his Defign, upon 
nfature Deliberation ; and therefore I fpoke with fome 
Diffidence, concerning the Execution of it. But the 
Seafonablenefs of fuch an Enquiry at the very Junfture, 
Vjhen.I commenced it, hath be^ amply icvinced by the 
Cburfe of the Debate, and other Circumftances of the 
ftrongeft Nature ; for it is very remarkable that none of 
the minifterial Writers have dared to difbwn the Ex- 
iftence o^fuch a ProjeSly in jplain Terms, though They 
have fpared no Pains to puriuade us that We need not 
be under any Apprchenfions about it. But the vigorous 
Refolutions of the Merchants of London^ and other great 
trading Towns in England, are fufiicient to convince tvtry 
jeafonabk Man that the Defign fini fubfifts. Such wife 
and cautious So<i£ties are not apt to take Alarms without 
fome Grounds; nor can any Minifter, of common Senfe, 
be pleafed to fee the Metropolis of the Kingdom, as weH 
as the Nation in general, inflamed to fuch a Degree ; 
and therefore We have the ftrongeft Prefumption to be- 
lieve that our prefent ProjeSlor would immediately en- 
deavour to affuage thefe Heats amongft {o powerful and 
tv-ealihy a Body ofMen, by giving Them fome Alfurances 
that He had no fuch Defign, or had laid it afide, if 
That were really the Cafe. Inftead of This, He hath 
confirm'd their Apprehenfions, and fumifh'd Them 
with frefh Realbns for invigorating their Proceedings, 
not only by withholding any fuch Alfurances himfelfi 
but by fuftering his Advocates to exert all their little 
Abilities, in Favour of Excifes, 

They have been fo modeft, indeed, as to mince the 
Matter, by declining the Word itfelf, as much as poffibJe, 
and giving their Scheme the fofter Name of an Alteration 
in the Manner of colleSing the pubUck Revenues \ but 
when They iave been call'd upon to jexplain their 

Meanings 
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Meaning, They have been either ftruck dumb, or 
obliged to confefs that it amounted to the fame Thing ; 
and whatever Opinion theje Gentlemen may have of 
their own Addrefs, the People of England are not yet 
become fuch Bubbles, as to be decoy'd into a Snare, 
with their Eyes broad open, under the moft plauliblc 
Pretence of Eafe and Advantage. . 

I fore fa w very plainly, at my firft fetting out, that 
I ihould be annoy 'd in my Journey by a Mob of Bil- 
Hngjgate Scribblers, who are always ready to throw Dirt, 
when They can do nothing elfe ; but 1 made my Way 
through Them with great Contempt, and could not 
help fmiling at their impotent Fury, as I pais'd along. 

I was, indeed, fomewhat furprized not to find either 
Mr. Osborne, or Mr. Walfingbamy amongft the Num- 
ber of my Adverfaries ; but fince They have thought 
fit to decline the Conteft, ( though the latter hath done 
it, with a very extraordinary Air) 1 will not be {o 
ungenerous as to infult Them with any farther Remarks 
on their former Writings, or their prefent Silence on 
this Head, 

The Advocates far Excifes having choien to make 
their chief Aflault in the Daily Courant, I (hall now 
confider the moft material of their Arguments, according 
to my late Promife, without concealmg, or willingly 
evading the Force of them, in any one Particular. 

There 2Lrt fez'eral PVriterSj who have appear'd again d 
Me in this Paper ; or, at leaft, ha\'ediftingui(h'dThem- 
felves by dififerent Names. The Reader will now 

cxcufc Me, if I ftop a Moment, and take fbme finall 
Notice of Them, before I proceed to the Subftance of 
the Argument. 

One of Them figns himkU Meanwell, and feems to 
be fuch an harmlefs * Good Sort of a Man, though a little 
tcfty, that it would be cruel to ruffle his Difpofitioo 
with any ferther Remark. 

♦ Suppoi*d to he the lati Mr. Goodc. 

T 2 Another 
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Another is pleafed to fubfcribe his Lucubrations with 
the Name of * J, Englijh ; though, by his blundering 
Conceflions, I ihould take Him to be of a neigbbourii^ ' 
Kingdom i for He very frankly and fillily admits, that 
if a general Excife was to be laid, and levied by arbitrary 
and infolent Excifemen, fupportedby a Handing Army ; 
if the Repofe of Families was to be dijiurb^d at all Hours 
of the Night, and the Officers quartered upon the 
Traders ; there would be Foundation enough for Com* 

plaint, This Man, I fay, cannot furely have lived 

long in England \ or He mult have an Heacl very oddly 
turn'd, to make fuch an Acknowledgment, in the pre- 
fent Argument ; lince This is the very Cafe oi Exctfei ; 
I'his is the Thing, which gives us fo much Alarm ; and 
lays the Traders under fuch terrible Apprehenfions. 

As Cams is only an hard Latin Word for dear Joy, I 
am inclined to beheve that this Writer is the fame with 
the Gentleman beforc-mcntion'd, under another Name i 
for both his Style and his Manner of Reafbning (eem to 
have a good deal of the fame Hibernian Cad. 

He undertakes, in the iirft Place, + to unravel all 
thofe Knots /«?</ Perplexities, which Caleb hath for many 
Weeks together been knitting, with indefatigable Toil — 
But how does He unravel thefe Knots ? Why, juft in 
the old Alexandrine Way ; He cuts them afunder. He 
£rll lays it down as a Maxim, that a Parliament caniot 
be influenced, or corrupted ; and then concludes that no 
Taxes can he grievous, or uniuft, which are impofed on 
the People, with the Content di their own Reprefen^ 
tatives ; for which Reafon He tells us, in another Paper, 
% that raifing Money ought to be /poke of no where, btfori 
it is mentioned in the Houfc of Commons ; and if They 
eequiefce in any Propofals of that Kind, there remain none 
elje, to whom the Propofers are to account. 

* See the Courrant, Oli, 28. 
"t* Courant, Dec. 12. 
% Couranti Dec. 19. 

la 
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In the fame Paper, he is pleafed to acquaint us, that 
the Advocates of the prefent Miniftry do not tmtefir 
a Subjiftence, I am glad to hear it with all my Heart ; 
for if That were the Cafe, I am afraid They would foon 
come to want Bread ; at leaft, under any other Patrons, 
But every Body knows thefe Writers to be Gentlemen 
oi diftinguijh' d Birth, Fortune and Education, who enter 
Volunteers in the Service, and fcom to be concerned in 
the Property of a News-Paper ; or to receive weekly 
Wages from a Printer ; or quarterly Penfions from the 

7r y. It /eems, indeed, a little dilhonourablc, 

and far beneath Perfons of fuch an elevated Rank, to 
twit poor Fog and JXAnvers in the Teeth with their in- 
ferior Circumftances, and fet Them forth to the World 
as a Couple of Parijh- Authors, who write Libels for 
Bread, and are of no other Importance than what de- 
pends on the Sale of their Two-penny Journals, This 
alas \ is too true ; for neither Fog nor I have given CXir- 
felves any big Airs, zs private Men ; but have often ac- 
knowledged Ourfelves the Servants of the Publick, and 
never pretended to any Regard from it, but what re- 
fulted from the Force of our Arguments, and the Weight 
of the Matter in Hand. It is therefore cruel to the laft 
Degree, to take fuch Advantages againfl us, and reproach 
us with our low Condition j efpecially iincc We have 
no Opportunity of retorting any Part of the Charge upon 
our Anverjaries. — They are Genricmen of eminent Di^ 
ftinSlion, as well as Abilities, who cannot be fufpefted Df 
writing from any mercenary, or fordid Motives, — — 
This, I fay, is an hard Cafe upon Us ; but Fog and I 
mufl bear it as well as We can. 

In the very * next Paper, he is ftill more unmercifully 
fevcre upon us. He calls us fallen Angels, imtertinent 
little Fellozos, Cati lines, Jacobites, Traitors, FireirarJs of 
Dijcord, Trumpeters of Sedition, Revilers of Power, and 
Canker-Worms in the very Heart of the Conftitutiw itfelfi 

* Courant, December 20th. 

T 3 with 
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with Other polite Appellations of the fame Kind, which 
he accumulates one upon another, till he hath quite run 
himfelf out of Breath. Nay, he even endeavours to 
rob us o£\h?Lttoor Subfiftence^ for which We are obliged 
to write LimSf by ftriking at the Craft itfelf 5 for /ooJt^ 
ing uton the Liberty of the Prels as a moft invaluable 
Blejpng^ and tobat »ught ever to be preferved^ he thinks 
it abfolutely neceflary to Clog it with an Excife upon 
all feditious Journals^ News-Papers and Pamphlets, — 
Alas f God knows, xh&Prefs is already clogged with a 
double Excife ; for We not only pay a Duty upon Pa^ 
per, but another very heavy one for Stamps ; by the /afi 
of which We are prohibited, imder fevere renalties, 
from dilpofingofany of our Commodities, without an 
Imprimatur from the Commijponers of the Stamp-Office^ 
who are properly our Licenfers^ as well as Judges in 
this Cafe ; and out Ijoo-penny Journals are reduced to 
the narrow Compafs of half a Sheet ; fb that We are 
obliged to fight^ as Mift once complain'd, like Wid- 
drington on our Stumps. Thus, we fee, the Govern- 
ment hath already made itfelf a Gainer by Sedition^ ac- 
cording to this Scheme^ and extraSled fome Benefit even 
from Di&fiedlion itfelf I muft likcwife put the il- 
luftiious Carus in Mmd that this excellent Regulation 
§f the Prefs was proie6led by his honourable Patron^ 
with the iame honeft Defign, which He mentions of 
putting a Clog upon it. But it is not at all furprizing 
that thefe Gentlemen ihould be ignorant that the Prefs 
IS already put under the Clog of an Excife, fmce their 
Works are happily exempted from it, and They have the 
Pleafure to lee them publifh'd and hawk'd about the 
Country, unflampt and Dutyfree, by Mintfters and 
Officers of State. 

This Projedl, for loading the Prrfs with a new Clog, 
is fo much of a Piece with a * late worthy Attempt to 

revive 

See the Doftrine of Libels difcuis^d and e»i« 
jnincdj i^c. 
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revive the Pradlice of the Star-Cbamher againft Libel" 
lersy that it is very natural to think they came from the 
fame excellent Hand ; and as I am tola that the reputed 
Author is now embark'd for the Weft Indies, to take 
Poffeflion of a * Place, which he hath fo well defervedof 
this Nation, I fuppofe he defi^n'd the frefent Scheme as 
his far ewe I Gift, or laftLegacfto tbePublicL^^^'^^l 
heartilv wifli Him a good Voyage ; and cannot help 
condohng with his Patron, on the Loft oifo valuable 
an Advocate ; but he hath the Pleafure to refleft that 
although the publick Service of our fouthem Colonies 
made it necefTary to ftiip off one eminent Lawyer ; ano- 
ther hath been lately imported from our northern Co- 
lonies, who will be folly able, I hope, to ftipply his FlaceJ 
I now come to the anonymous Writer in the fame 
Paper, who followed me clofe at the Heds every Satur- 
day, and enter'd into a more particular Examination of 
the Argument againft Excifes. This Gentleman pic- 
tends to reaibn, as well as rail ; and therefore deferves a 
little more Regard than his Brother Writers ; though I 
will undertake to prove, before I have done, that he 
hath not been able to take off the Force of any one 
material Objedlion againft Excifes, 

I think it hath been fullv proved, in my Argument, 
that the CoUeftion of Subfiaies, or Taxes, by Officers of 
the Cuftoms, is more for the Eafe of the People than by 
Officers of Excife, By one, the Trader is intirdy Matter 
of his Goods from the Moment he hath landed them 
and paid the Cuftoms ; whereas by the other, though 
he hath paid the Excife, an Officer is at foil Liberty 
to come into his Houfe, or Warehoufe, at all Hours. 

It hath not been deny'd, it cannot be dcny'd, that 
Excifes put the Trader under a new Set of Laws, un- 
known to oujantient Conftitution, and deprive Him 
of that ineftimable Privilege, to which he is fb juftly 
intitled by Magna Charta, and of which he ought to 
be inflexibly tenacious ; a Trial by Juries, 

• j^tffmey-General of J^naksi. 

It 
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It is therefore ver)' candid in the * Letter-writer , 
fo readily to acknowledge all the fine Tubings I have f aid 
of this invaluable Bulwark of the Britifh Liberty to be 
true ; and if // hath been found by frequent Experience 
to be equally true, as He aflerts, that this Method of 
Trial is, in many Inft antes, liable to Exceptions, He will 
not furely contend that This is a Reafon for taking it 
away, when He hath admitted that it fcreens the Small 
from the Opprejpon of the Great, and the Subjeft from 
the unjuft Refentment of the Prince, or the Violence of 

bis Mmiilers. Bat by whom are thefe Objeftions 

to fuch Trials flarted ? Why by One, who pleads open- 
ly for granting new Powers to the Prince, or his Mi- 
nifter ;- and therefore may be juftly fhfpefted of being 
more in- the Interell of the Crown than the People. I 
have read Volumes upon Volumes, in Behalf of this 
glorious Privilege ; but the Letter-writer is the firft 
Author within the Compafs of my Reading, who hath 
profeiTedly employ 'd his Pen tO' depreciate it; - Nay, I 
believe I may venture to defy Him, or his Patron, to 
produce one Treatife on the Englijb Conftitution, in 
which this Method of Trial is not highly extoll'd, as the 
great Security and Excellence of it, without any parti- . 
cular Exceptions. This is that fatred Mound, which 
was raifed by our Anceflors to fecure the Liberty and 
Property of every Briton, in his private Capacity, again fl? 
the Invaiions of tyrannical Governors ; as Parliaments 
wer» inftituted to guard our puhlick Liberties, confi- 
der'd as a Society, or aggregate Body. By one. We can- 
not be legally puniih'd, either in our Perfons, or our 
Pockets, without a fair Trial, and the VerdiH of our 
Countrymen. By the other. We are not obliged to pay 
any Taxes but fuch as arc authorized by the San^ion 
of our own Deputies ; and in both Thefe together con- 
fills the very Ellencc of our ConlUtution,. as a free 
People. 

I am 

* Courant, November ix. 
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I am ready to grant that there are fome Laws now in 
Torcey befides Thofe relating to the Excifes, which im- 
fewer Thofe, who have the Adminiftration of Juftice 
delegated to Them^ to proceed againft various Kinds of 
Offender i in a fummary Way, without a Trial by Ju- 
ries. — But to what Cafes do thefe Laws extend ? 
Only to fuch as relate to Vagabonds^ Hedge-ftealers and 
other diforderly Perfonst who are known to live by pil- 
fering, or can give no Account of Themfelves. Nay, 
even Thefe have the Liberty, in moft Cafes, of appeal- 
ing to a garter Sejpon ; or, if They will not abide the 
Judgment there, to remove the Caufe by Certiorari to 
Weft minfter 'Hall', but is this Cafe in any Degree pa- 
rallel to the Power and Proceedings of the CommiJJf^ 
■oners ofExciJe ; from whence there is no Appeal but to 
inferior CommiJJi oners, not only equally dependent on 
the Crown^ or Minifter, but even too much under the 
Influence and Diredtion c^ At other fuperior Commiffl* 
pners f Befides, the Fines y which Jtiftices of the Peace 
are allowed to levy, arc generally fo fmall and triflmgt 
that they hardly deferve mentioning, and for Crimes of 
a very different Nature from Thofe at prefent inDif^ 
pute; whereas the CommiJJfoners of Exdje have a Power 
of fining Men to fuch a Degree, even for petty Offen- 
ces, as may prove their Ruin. 

How ndiculous therefore is this Manner of Reaibn- 
ing, when the Letter-writer could not be ignorant that 
the Powers, delegated to Juftices of the Peace, are, in 
almoft every Inftance, fubje6l to the Cognizance and 
Controul of the Courts in Weftminfter % if the Parties 
condemned think Themfelves aggrieved, and arc ad- 
vifed to apply there for Relief? 

It is true, mdeed, that the Parliament hath thought 
fit, in many Cafes, to give thefe Gentlemen larger Pow- 
ers, within an hundred Years pail, than They ever had 
before ; which it is not my Bulinefs to condemn j tho* 
I haveheard'a Gentleman of the Law obferve, that it was 
giving ttp our Cmjlitution by Piece-meal* But I think the 

Graoc 
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Grznt of fucb extraordinary Powers cz.nnot be ccnftired' 
in flronger Terms than the Letter-writer himfclf hath 
done ; when He fays, with a very unbecoming Sneer, 
that if this great Jewel of Liberty bath been eftablijhd 
and confirmed b^ the legiflative Power near three/con 
Times fi nee the Norman Conguefl, as I had obferved, /'/ 
fnay with equal Truth be affirn^dy that- the fame Power 
ha'thy within little more than a Century only, thought 
Jit to difpenje with it above three Times as often. 

He is then pleafcd to appeal to Me, from my own 
Experience, whether the Rights and Freedoms of the 
People, with Regard to their Perfons and their Proper- 
tie?, were ever fo extenfive, or fo well guarded^ or 
prote^edy againft any Incroackments from the Crown in 
any A^e, Jince the firft Foundation of the Bfitifli Monar- 
chy, as they are at pre font. 

I really wi(h the Gentleman had not appeal'd to Me^- 

upon this Occafion 5 for I am forry to fay that I cannot 

give Him any Anfwer to his Satisfeftion ; though I 

think myfelf very cooU very difpaj/ionate, and far from 

falling into any Convulfions, 

He could not furely be unacquainted with my Opi* 
nion, concerning the Powers affumed by Secretaries and 
Mejfengers of State i as well as thi Method of profecu^ 
ting Writers, by Informations and Special Ju- 
ries, ^r«ri by an Officer of the Crown; which I 
have intimated, as plainly as I could with Decency and 
Safety, to be a little inconfiftent v/'irh Magna Charta- 
and the common Privileges of Englijhmen. It is fome- 
what furprizing, I fay, tliat the Letter-writer fhould be 
ignorant of my Sentiments on tbefe Heads i fmce I have ' 
already publifh'd feveral Papers upon them, and have 
fome more ftiU behind, which the Publick may cxped 
to fee, upon a proper Occafion. 

We have not, indeed, lately had any Inflances of 
cruel Whippings y Brandings, flitting of Nofes, or cutting 
off Ear Sy for what is commonly call'd LibelRng ; fuch 
Punijhm^nfsboiii^.wvi declsixcd illegal i but as fiu-as. 

the 
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-the frefent Laws could poflibly extend, I do not think 
my felf obliged to acknowledge any F/ff'^yr ; and when 
I review the ^tate TraSls of former Reigns, compared 
with Thofe of late Years, I am furprized at the noble 
Boldnefsof my Countrymen, in attacking theMeafures 
of Minifiers, and even the perfonal Charadlers and Con- 
dudl of the Prince^ or the immediate Succejfor to the 
Throne, at a Time, when there was no freedom of the 
Trefsy and before the Liberties of the People were efta- 
Wifh'd by any Bill of Rights, or Limitations from the 
Crown, 

I thought thus much neceflary, by Way of Digrelli- 
on, to (hew the Letter-writer* s Want of judgment, in 

appealing to Me, upon this Occafion. Let us now 

proceed to fome other Parts of the fame Paper. 

It is true, that the ancient Laws of this Kingdom 
have always had a particular Regard for the Revenues of 
the Crown, and a:ilow'd fhorter Methods of Proceeding 
than private Perfons- are permitted to take with their 
Debtors. C ur wife Anceftors were mdncejl to make 
this Diftin£Hon in the Laws, becaufe They elleem*d the 
Revenues of the Crown to be fet apart for the general 
Benefit, Security and Proteftion of the whole People. 
They look'd on the Prince as their common Father ; to 
whom they might always fly for Redrefs from Injuflice 
and Oppreflion. It was coniur*^«' underftood by Them, 
that the Revenues of the Crown were in thdr own Na- 
ture appropriated to the publick Service, and could not 
without Violence be diverted, or anticipated to any 
other Purpofes ; nor, indeed, was it ever pretended by 
the Courtiers, till the Acceflion of King James the 
Jirft, that thefe Revenues were a private Patrimony, and 
delign'd only for domeflick JJfes, or to be difpofed of at 
the Pleafure of the Prince, But though the Crown is 
not obliged to go through all x!ti^ ordinary Forms and 
ProceJfesofLaw ; yet certainly it is not at Liberty to aft 
contrary to Law ; nor can the King, any more than a 
Subjeff, feize on any Man's Eftatc, whether the Debt 

arife 



aaS APPENDIX. 

arife by Bond or otherwife, till a Jury of twelve Men^ 
legally impannerd, have found, by Proof on Oath, that 
the Debt is really due to the Crown, and in what Sum. 
Nay, even after This, the Perlbn hath a Remedy, if 
He thinks hunfelf aggrieved, by bringing his Bill, or 
Adlion, againil the Crown ; ana many Inflances may 
be produced of Cafes, where thefe Demands have not 
been allow'd in Weftminfter-HalL 

If This is the true State of the Cafe, I was not mifin- 
fbrm'd, when I faid that in all other Cafes, except tht 
Excife, the Difpute between the Crown and the Subjedl 
is left to the Determination of a Jury, Tht Letter^ 
iwriter is Himfclf mifinform'd, when He fays that H is 
far otherwife ; and He might have fpared Himfelf the 
Trouble of that fme-fpun" Comment on tht Genius tf 
ihe Laws of England, as He terms it, which hath al- 
-ways watcPd with peculiar and diflinguiping Marks of 
Care and favour over the royal Revenues \ for though 
it may be true, that it would be neither decent norpru" 
dent for the Sovereign Power, wherever it is lodged, to 
have ifs Attention taken off from ihe Concerns of the 
Publick, by perpetual CoiUefis and Embarrafsments with 
its (twn Subje£isi That is, according to my former Ob- 
servation, when the Prince is coniider'd in his publick 
Capacltyt as the Adminifirator of Government i yet I 
can fee no Reafon why He fhould be exempted, in his 
private ChacaB^er, from the fame * dilatory and expesh- 
Jive Methods, which are prefcribed by the Rules ^Well- 
minfter-Hall, in the ordinary Suits between Subjed and 
Subjeft. 

This Difcrimination cannot be thought unreaibnable^ 
when it is confiderM that the Legiflature itfelf thought 
fit, at the Revolution, to make the fame Diftin6lioa 
between the publick Revenues of the Nation, and the 
private Expences of the Prince, by appropriating a par- 
ticular Sum, under the Name of the Civil Lifi, which 

hath 
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bath fince been very amply increafed, for the Main- 
takiance of the roya/ Hou/hold^ and the Support of tb& 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this Head, becaufe 
the Letter-Writer hath made it the Subjcdl of two 
whole Papers, and talk'd o^ Prerogative in a much 
higher Strain than I think becomes a good EngHJbman, 
fince that memowble ^ra, when our Liberties re- 
ceived a new Confirmation 5 but as Mr. * Osborne hath 
thought fit to recommend the Growth of Prerogative to 
my Care, I fhall take a, proper Opportunity of examin- 
ing that Afiair, and fetting it in as clear a Light as I 
am able. 

The Letter-Writer charges me with being as much 
miftaken in my next Aflertion ; Tobere I affirm^ that in 
4UI Difputes bettoeeen the Crown and the SubjedV, in 
Cafes relating to the Culloms, the Merits of the Caufe 
mre lefi to the Decijion of the Lawy according to ancient 
VfagCy in the ordinary Courts of Juftice. Now it un* 
fortunately happens^ lays He, that the FaSf is quite 
Qtberwife ; and to prove This, He inftances the Statute 
ef the 6th Year of the late Kingy empowering Juftices of 
the Peace to condemn run, uncuflom'd Goods in tht 
fame fummary Way, without the Concurrence of a Jury^ 
He then exults in the fijllowing Strain. / could wijh^ 
indeedy that unlucky -Law had been repeal dy before 
the Gentleman had engaged his Pen in the prefent En- 
quiry ; becauJCy if not the Conftitution, yet at leaft all 
bis fine, elaborate Arguments have been fubverted by it ; 
and all the ingenious ObjeSlions, that He hath raij^d 
digainft Excifes, willy whilft that Aft continues in Forte^ 
be equally ftrong againft Cuftoms, and in fome Refpeh 
^r other affect every Branch of the publick Rez'cmues. 
—Would not any Body naturally conclude from hence, 
that this ASt was a Cujlom-houfe Law, and the Execu- 
tion of it put under the Commijffioncrs of that Office ? 

* 5^^ //&^ London Jcwrnal, Nov. 18, 1732. 
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Whereas it is an Excife Law, in the ftrifteft Senle, 
and particularly complain'd of as fuch in * one of my 
former Papers. The Letter-Writer therefore might as 
well have mention'd the famous Tea-ASi, or any other 
Excife Law, as an Inftance that the Cuftoms are liable 
to the fame Objedlions, which I have made againft 
Excifes. But This is fuch a flagrant Evafion and Fal- 
lacy, (to give it the fofteft Name) as any fair Reafoner 
would fcorn to make ufe of, and can be calculated 
with no other Delign than to impofe on Thofe, who 
are unacquainted with fuch Afiairs, or may not give 
themfelves the Trouble of confulting ABs of Par* 
liament. 

Let the Reader therefore determine, whether the 
Letter-Writer had any Reafon to triumph in fuch an 
extraordinary Manner, as if he had clinch'd the Argu- 
ment at once ; or rather whether he ought not to be 
afhamed of having Recourfe to {o mean and fcandalous 
an Expedient. 

I am however glad to find it admitted by this Gen- 
tleman, that a Tax, which, in our Conftitution, is no- 
thing more than a volufitary Contribution of the People, 
to dtfray the Expences of the Government, oughj to be 
levied without a?iy Circumjiances ^Severity, or Rigour, 
And that the Crown, orPerfons employed in the 
Colled ion of it, are accountable for every Shilling of it 
to the Reprefcntatives of the People. But I can by 

no means agree with Him, that an Excife // the readieft^ 
eafieft and cheapeft Method of colkSling Taxes, as well 
for Thofe that are to pay, as Tbofe that are to receive 
theft CoTitributions ; or that the People ought not to 
puzzle themfelves with idle and ufelefs Efiquiries, 
'whether or no the Method propofed is co?formable to 
the ancient Way of gathering the pr.hlick Revenues: 
m It certainly behoves a free People to regard the 
ancient Ways, or Land-marks i and whatever this 

• See Pagt 42. 
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Writer m.iy think, it is far from being perfeHly indif' 
fcrent to the fiiir and generous Trader, whether He pay 
Excifes, or Cuftoms ; or whether He is under the 
Laws ofone^ or the others for herein conlifts the Dif- 
ference to the trader y confider'd only in that Capacity ; 
and though fome Perfons^ who want to increafe their 
Power, may deli re to have it believed that an Excife 
will afFed only a few little, tricking, clandeftine 
Dealers -, there are others^ who can fhew that it will 
ellablifh the iniquitous Traffick of fuch Men, and be 
prejudicial only to the fair 9Xidi generous Trader » 

It is acknowledged by Us, and We have taken no 
fmall Pains to prove it, that all Duties muft ultimatcl/ 
fall upon the * Confumer ; and therefore We argued 
that an Excife upon imported Commodities, necefiary 
and convenient for Life, is really a Tax upon the 
whole People ; but We obferved, at the fame Time, 
that it is not only a Badge of Slavery upon the Mer- 
chant and Trader, who think themfelves Englijhtnen 
and Freemen, as well as their Fellow-Subjedls ; but is 
like wile a Clog upon their Trade, and muit nccef- 
farily reduce it, as well as the Revenues, by inhancing 
•the Price of Commodities fo excifed. 

It therefore betrays the great Ignorance, or (bme- 
tliing worfe, of the tetter Writer, both in the Theory 
and Pra6lice o^ Trade, when He argues that becaule 
the Weight of all Taxes centei*s at lall upon the Con-- 
fumer, no Part of the Burthen can poffibly fall upon the 
Dealer. It is reafbnable to believe, and We know it- by- 
Experience, that the Dealer always includes the Taxes, 
as well as other extraordinary Charges, occafion'd by 
them, in the Price of his Commodities j and therefore 
the Confumer, may be juilly faid to pay them, in the 
laft Reibrt ; but will this Gentleman pretend to aflert 
that Taxes bring no Burthen, no Difficulty, or Lois 
upon the Trader, by taking the Money immediately 

* See, Page 49. 
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out of his Pocket,, which He could other wife employ 
to great Advantage, and giving a Check to the Circu- 
lation of his Trade ? It is the Plenty ^ or Scarcity of 
any Commodity, in Proportion to its Vent and De- 
fnandy which muil always rule in thefe Cafes, and 
by which the Trader will make more or lefs Profit 
in his Dealings, jill Things, feys Mr. Locke, that are 
bought and fold, raife and fall their Price, as there are 
more Buyers, or Sdlcrs. Where there are a great many 
Sellers to a few Buyers ; there, ufe what Art you zoill^ 
the Thing to be fold will be cheap. On the other Side, 
turn the Tables, and raife up a great many Buyers 
for a few Sellers, and the, fame Thing will immediately 
grow dear — The Truth of this Obfervation is demon- 
ftrated by Experience, in almoft all our Duties upoQ 
Commodities in general, and fully expofes the Abfur- 
dity of the Letter-Writer's general Argument, that 
whatever temporary Inconvcniency the Dealer may 
fuflain, either by the Duty itfelf, or by the Method of 
colle^ling it, the Confumer bears the Burthen of it all 
at lafl'; and that an Excife ;/ fofar from carrying thai 
Terror and Air ^arbitrary Power along with it, that 
on the contrary it is, in a thoufand Inflames, undeniably 
true that the Trader reaps confiderable Advantages 
from it, and knows how to lev^ the Duty upon his 
Cuflomers with much greater Severity than the Of. 
ficer levies it upon Him, and laughs in his Sleeve, no 
doubt, to find Himfclf mentioned, upon this Account, 4n 
Terms of fo much Pity and Commiferation. 

This is a moft extraordinary Way of Reafbning, 
and would equally ferve to jullify the Impofition of 
any Taxes on Trade, no matter how high, or in what 
manner coUefted. But whatever this Writer, or his 
Patron, may think, fuch Methods of Proceeding, by 
laying grievous Impofitions on Trade, have already 
deprived us of fome valuable Branches of it. Thejr 
have been a great Difcouragement to others ; and, -if 
purfued much farther, will be attended with fuch a 

Diminution 
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Diminution of our Imporiations (the neceflary Confe- 
quence of leflening our Exfortations ) as to occafion not 
only a great Decreafe of the publick Revenues, but 
Want of Employment for confiderable Numbers of our 
traders, ManufaBturers and Artificers^ as well as for 
our Ships and our Seamen, 

If therefore it were really true, that the Confumer 
bore the , whole Burthen of ail T^axes laid upon Com* 
moditiesy whether they are coUe^ed at the Excife- 
Office, or the Cuftom-Houfe ; yet furely his Eafe and 
Benefit, in the Manner of paying them, is not this 
only Point to be conlulted, without having any Regard 
to the Trader ; though the Buyer may pay Him back 
every Farthing of the Money, which He originally 
disburfed for the Duty, with a confiderable Premium, 
as it is alledged, for prompt Payment, This feems to 
be a very odd Dodlrine, in a trading Nation, and 
muft no doubt be highly agreeable to the mercantile 
Part of it. 

On the contrary, We lay it down as a Maxim, 
eternally true, that the greatett Regard ought to be 
paid to Merchants, who are the Springs and Life of 
all om foreign and domeftick Trade, by the Stocks They 
employ in it 5 and that all Difcouragemenis, which 
are laid upon Them^ are fo many Difcouragements to 
the Trade of the Nation in general. 

But even a total Converfion cAlhc Cuftoms into 
Excifes would be fo far from being of any Eafe or 
Benefit to the Confumer, (fuppofing his Interell only is 
to be confider'd) that it would have a quite contmiy 
EfFeft. It cannot be any Eafe to the Confumer, to lie 
under the NecefSfy of having a Permit for any Quan- 
tity of Goods, which He may have Occaliori to buy 
at one Time, beyond the ^antity fix"" d by AB ofPat^ 
liament ; or to have his Houle liable to the Inlpe^^ion 
o^ Excife Officers at all Hours, if -He fhould purchale 
more than fuch ^antity. Nor can it be Tiny Benefit, 
to pay dearer than otherwife for what He may con- 

U 3 fame. 
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iumey and run the Hazard of having his Goods (eized^ 
if fent without a Permity or not deliverM within the 
Time allow 'd by it. 

If there are feveral unanfwerable ObjV6Uons againll 

ExcifeSy on other Accounts, (as undoubtedly there are) it 

can be no Tub flan tial Argument in their Favour, though 

it could be demonftratedy as the Letter-Writer ailert% 

that thofe Revenuesy which are under the Care of the 

Commiffioners of Excife, are under better Regulations^ 

and are collected zffith much lefs Expence than any other 

whatever; or that the whole Charge of paying and 

maintaining this ftanding Army of Excife Officers 

amounts to no more than barely Six-pence in the Pound. 

But it is well known that thefe Rez>enues are not col- 

le^ed at lefs Expence than any others whatever. The 

Land-TaXy for Inftance, will produce more Money 

with lefs Charge of CoUedion ; and I have been in- 

form'd, by Perfons converfant in thele Afiairs, that a 

Shilling in the Pound will not anfwer all the Expcnccs 

of collefting and better fecuring the Duties of Excife. 

However, it will be Time enough for this Writer to 

compliment the Commiffioners of that OfficCy at the Coft 

of the Commiffioners of the Cuftomsy when his Aflcr- 

tlonSy on this Head, fhall appear confirm*d by Fadis 

laid before ^hofey who have a Right to enquire into 

the Charges of collcdling and fecuring all the publick 

Revenues. 

I have been pretty large in my Obfervations on this 
Papery bccaufe it contains the chief Subflance of his 
Argument ; which He hath only fpun out in the fuc- 
ceeding ones, and endeavour'd to enforce with wordy 
Comments, of little Weight, when duly confidcr'd. 

In his next Letter '^y (to take them in Courfe) He 
complains oi prevailing Prejudices and p6fular Opinions ; 
and icems very uneafy, that I have Jt cured the Jt tent ion 
and obtained the approbation of the Pub lick y by falling in 

^ Courant, Hov. i8. 
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tKifb this favourite Humour, — I have taken fome curfory: 
Notice of tbe/e Complaints^ in + one of my former 
Papers, and (hall only add, that the pui/ick Approbation 
of my Writings, upon the SubjeSt, is a fufficient Reafon 
for a wife Man to give up a Scheme, which appears to 
be fo difagreeable to the Inclinations of the whole 
Kingdom. This will be the only Way to deprive Me 
of fo popular a Topick ; and I wifti to God that He 
may foon do it !— — -But I muft put his Advocate in 
Mind, that He feems to be a little unhappy in his 
Comparifon, upon this Occafion ; for it is not the 
Craftfman, but a much more powerful Gentleman, tvhe 
fomes arm^d in Brafs, like the great Goliah, the 
Champion of the Philistines, and bids Defiance to thi 

Hoft oflsKAEL, 

We are ready to admit, that human Wifdom hath 
never yet been able to frame one fuch plain, fimple, ge- 
neral Syftem of Laws, as to comprehend all Cafes, Cir- 
cumftances and Occafions. We likewife acknowledge, 
that thofe illuftrious Patriots, who make the mfl 
fhining Figure in the Britifh Annals for their ghat 
Abilities and unfhaken Integrity, have always been the 
moft forward to propofe, and the moft zealous to fupport 
the making Changes and Alterations in the Laws and 

Cuftoms of their Country But with this Writer"^ 

Leave, the Changes and Alterations, which thofe Pa- 
triots have made, v^^ere of a different Nature from 
That, which He is contending for at piefent; They 
were calculated to fecure the People from the Power 
and Influence of the Crown ; not to give additional 
Power and Influence to it. They were Changes and 
AUerations, which They found necefTary to preferve 
the Conftitution free and uncorrupt ; not to put it in 
the Power of the Prince, or Minijler, to fubvert it. 
And though this Gentleman may be led by Intereft to 
compare the Changes and Alterations, made by thofe 

•J- See Page 34, 
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illuftrious Patriots in former Times, with the ProjeSi 
how in Agitation ; there are Few, I believe, fo weak, 
as to approve the Comparifon, or to look upon thofe 
Gcntlemeny whom He calls with a Sneer the Patriots of 
our own Times ^ as a defperate Set of Confpirators, who 
are engaged in a Defign of tearing up the Conftitution 
by the Roots, and fubverting the whole Order af Things ; 
becaufe They have endcavour'd to rcdrefs feveral Grie- 
V antes ^ and to reform fome Abufes, which have crept 
into the Frame of our Government. 

If This fhould appear to be the Cafe, They have 
done their Duty, and- the Nation, whole IntereftThey 
have confulted, will acknowledge their Services ; not- 
withftanding the flanderous Imputations, which the 
Letter-Writer and his Afociates may endeavour to fix 
upon Them. When ProjeSis arc concerted and openly 
avow'd, for loading the People with new ExcifeSy it is 
high Time for Them to take Fire, and endeavour to 
defeat them. I don't know whom this Gentleman may 
mean by Thofe, whofe Duty it is to offer Juch Propofals 
to the Parliament, I hope nobody will think it bis 
Duty to do it ; or, at leaft, that the Parliament null 
think it their Duty to rejeft it. But if He means the 
Minijlers, I muft beg Leave to put Him in Mind 
tliat thofe Gentlemen have no particular Privileges, or 
Functions, in the Houfe of Commons. They may advife 
his Ma jelly to recommend any Thing, which They 
judge for the publick Service, to the Confideration of 
parliament ; and, if They are Members, may endea- 
vour to fupport it by Speaking and Voting ; but They 
have noPiehemmcnce there above other Gentlemen 5 nor 
ought their Recommendation to be deemM, iw any 
planner, authoritative. 1'hcy are to be cr.nfKlcr'd 
only, in that Place ^ asPerfons icprcfenting foir.c far^ 
titular Body of the People i and, in Conjunftion with 
other Members, making Laws for the Ciood of the 
whole Kingdom. — This is the only Light, in which 
the Servants of the Cnwn ought to be lx)k'd upon, in 
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that JJJemhIyi and though fome Gentlemen may be 
more immediately concern'd than Otbersy that Supplies 
be granted, and Funds raifed to anfwer them ; They 
move both the one and the other, as Members of Par- 
liament, not as Minifters, We may reafonably fuppofe, 
indeed, that They often weigh fuch Points in their 
own Minds, before They move them jn the Houfe ; 
but I believe the Parliament will not allow any Man to 
tell Them, that He hath fettled the manner ofraifing 
the Supplies, in his own Clofet ; and therefore it re- 
quires no farther Confideration -^^Bat to proceed. 

Jf it is true, that the Laws of Excife lay the Trader 
under greater Hardjhips and Difficulties than Thofe, re- 
lating to the Cuftoms ; that they carry more Terror, and 
are executed with more Rigour ; I think, in fuch a 
Cafe, the Traders ought not to be fubjefted to them ; 
though the Savings to the Publick, in the Expence of 
colle^ing the Revenue, fhould be as confiderable, as 
the Letter-Writer would willingly have us believe ; for 
though He is pleafed to call Them a few particular 
Ferfons, They are certainly the moft confiderable 
Body of Men in the whole Kingdom ; and therefore 
ought not to be opprefs^d, or diftinguifh'd with Badges 
of Slavery, in this M&imer. As to his other Arguments 
about the general Benefits, which "will accrue to the 
Nation from this Scheme, they are fo contrary to Rea- 
fon. Experience and Demonflration, that they de- 
ferve no Anfwer. 

In the Conclufion of this Paper, the Gentleman re- 
curs to his former Topick of Prerogative, and acquaints 
us once more that there are other Cafes between the 
Crown and the Subje^, befides Thofe ofExcifes, where 
the latter hath not the Privilege of being tried by a 
yury. I have faid enough upon this Head already ; 
but the Gentleman having been at the Trouble of con- 
fulting his Law -Books, and rummaging up an old 
Statute, which He feems to think very much to the 
Furpofe ;. it may te thought unfair, perhaps, to let it 
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pafs intirely without Obfervation. He tells us, that by 
the Statute ofi'^ Hen. 8. cap. 39. every Bond made to 
the King is in the Nature of a Statute Staple. Now a 
Statute Staple, fays He, is an Inftrumenty or Affurance 
in LaWy b-^ Vertue of which the Creditor may imme- 
diately have Execution againft the Body, Lands and 
Goods of the Debtor, upon Non-payment, zvithout being 
obliged to go through the ordinary ProcefTes of the 
•Law ; or to fubmit his Caufe to the Determination of a 
Jmy — But, what is all This to the prefcnt Purpofe ? 
A Statute Staple is of the fame Nature witli \vhat is 
commonly call'd a Bond and Judgment ; by which We 
all know that a private Creditor, as well as the Croton^ 
may proceed immediately to Execution*, and if the 
Debtor thinks fit to preclude Himfelf from a legal Trial, 
by confejffing Judgment, it is his own A£i, and He can- 
not blame the Law for it ; but how can This be 
compared to the Cafe of Excifes, where the Trader is 
deprived of this Privilege by Compuifion, and with- 
out any voluntary Deed from Himfelf? 
■ The Letter-Writer tells us ferther, that what We call 
a dangerous Innovation is as old as the Britifh Mo- 
narchy itfelf\ for by the common Law the King's 
Debtor, or Accomptant, was never intitled to the 
Privilege of a Trial by a Jury ; hut his Body, Lands 
and Goods might, at thefirft Inftance, be fwept away by 
an Execution, at the Suit of the Crown. 

As I formerly dedicated ibme Part of my Time to 
the Study of the Law, and have long had the Honour 
to be a Bencher ofGrafs-Inn, 1 could not be ignorant 
that the Crown, in ancient Times, was indulged witli 
great Advantages over every Man, who was indebted 
to it. I have already pointed out the Reafons, which 
induced our Anceftors to grant thefe Indulgences, or 
Prero)[;,atives, to the Crown ; yet, even in thofe Cafes, 
I apprehend that the Debt muft be either acknowledged 
by Bond, as I obferved before, or proved by a proper 
Jnquifition v That is, a Jury. Butluppofing that I put 
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the Cafe a little too general^ ( which I cannot yet fee 
any Reafon to admit ) and that there are Hill fome old 
Remnant i of Prerogative^ which deprive the Subjedl of 
this Right in particular Cafes, relating to the Crown; 
how can That affe£l the Matter in Debate ? It cannot 
be denied, I am fure, that in the Laws qfCufioms^ 
properly fo call'd, this Right of Englijhmen hath been 
always preferved ; and therefore the Traders adl a 
very wife Part, in endeavouring to prefervcThemfelves 
from, the Power oi another Set of Laws ^ by which it 
will be taken away. 

The Gentleman proceeds, in his next Paper, to the 
Confideration whether Excifes are attended with fuch 
Hardihips on the Dealers as I have reprefented ; and 
begins with miftating the Subftance of my Argument 
in both the Articles, which He undertakes to confider ; 
for We find Him fumming it up in thefe Words ; that 
all Delinquents are to be tried by Commiflioners, ap^ 
pointed by the Crovfn, who must of Consequence 
be very partial and fevere in all Caufes, that They are 
to fit in Judgment upon, in favour of the Revenue ; 
and that no Man is admitted to have a full Power over 
his own GoodSf 'till He hath paid the Duty 
for Them. 

This, I iay, is a direct Mifreprefentation of the 
State of my Argument, on both Heads. — I fhall begin 
with that Part, which relates to the CommiJJi oners. 

And here it muft be obferved, that it was the ex- 
traordinary y unlimited Power y granted to the Commif- 
fionerSy rather than the Exercife of it, which I made 
the Subjeft of my Complaint. I faid, indeed, that We 
cannot be furprized if Perfons, invefted with fuch a 
Power, under JlriB Injunilions to make the Improve- 
ment of the Revenue their conftant Study y and dependent 
on the Pleafure of the Crown for the Continuance of 
their Places, Jhould many Times a5i yas if They 
thought it their Duty to be fevere ; becaufe the more 
Tines They lay upon the Subje£ty the more Money They 
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Mng into the King^s Coffers ; nor that bad Men may be 
tempted to make ^[his the ^enure^ by which They hold 
their Places, This is the Subftance of my Complaint, 
on the Jirft Article ; and I ftiU think it founded on 
irrefragable Arguments. But does This amount to fay- 
ing, that tbes must op Consequence be very 
partial and fever e in all Caus'es, that They fit in 
Judgment upon in Favour of the Revenue P'^It muft 
furely be a very bad Cau/e, which ftands in need of 
luch partial ana fcandalous Reprefentations of an Al- 
ver/arfs Argument. 

Indeed, the Letter-Writer tells us, that this Part of 
the ObjeSlion againft Exciles // founded on my own Sup- 
fofition^ without even attempting to produce the leaft 
Evidence of the Rigour and Injuftice I complain of t9 
fiipport this unfair and groimdlefs Aflertion. 

He then goes on, for a Page or two together, in his 
old exulting Strain ; which is fo very remarkable, that 
a Quotation of fome Part of it will be neceffary for thfc 
better Illuftration of my Argument, and I dare fay 
will prove an agreeable Diverfion to the Reader. 

•» I fancy, fays He^ every Body will agree with 
'* Me in This, however They may differ with Me in 
** other Parts of this Difpute; that the Gentleman^ 
*' who underflands fo well to inforce and throw the 
** moft trivial and fighteft Circumjiances, which make 
** for his Argument J in the ftrongeft Lights would not 
** have omitted mentioning, as He hath done, fb 
" much as one fingle Inftance, w^herein the Commif 
*' fioners ofExciJ'e have been guilty of the leafl Partia- 
•* lity, in Prejudice of the Subje^. — It ought there- 
*' fore to be concluded, by every reafonable Man, 
•* that there cannot be found one Ta£l amongfl all 
** thofe various Controverfies, which every Day arife, 
*' and are brought in Judgment before thoje Gentlemen, 
to ground fuch a Complaint upon ; becaufe, if 
fuch a Thing had ever happened, it is impoflible to 
iuppoie that He flipuld not ufe his utmofl Care and 
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«' Applicition to inform Himfclf fully of it ; who, ia 
** all other Cifes, is (o extremely diligent and in - 
•* duftrious to fife out every litt/e Error, or Miftake^ 
•* which He imagines hath been committed in any 
*' Branch of the Adminilb-ation, and applauds Himrelf 
** fo marvelouily on the Difcovery. — I will make no 
** Reflexions upon the Difrngcnuity of a Writer^ who 
•* pretends to have no'hing but tnc publick Good in 
••.'View; and who yet can fit down and wilfully, 
** and confiderately, without even ib much as commm 
*< R.part to juilify Him in it, endeavour to throw an 
" Odium upon a great Number of Gentlemen ofFor* 
** tune and DiftinSlion, as fuch abjcft Tools of Power, 
** as to be capable of doing the moil flagrant Adb of 
•« Injullice. 

Hyis Gentleman is always apt to found a Vidory, 
before He hath got any Share of the Field ; as it moll 
unluckily happens at prefent ; for can my Silence, oH 
this Head, or not producitig zny particular Inftance gf 
Hardjhips, to fupport my Complaint, be thought a con* 
cluiive Argument, that there is really no fuch Cafe in 
Being, notwithllanding his Ihreud Remarks on my 
great Induffry and Application in other Cafes s^ I confined 
myfelf, in that Paper, to general Topicks ; and reaibn'd 
upon the Danger of extend ingy5/r^ a Power any farther, 
as inconfiftcnt with the Nature of our Conflitution, This 
I think evident beyond all Difpute ; for fuppofing that 
it was never yet applied to any l>ad Ufe ; can We pro* 
mifeourfelvcs, with any Aflurance, that it never will ; 
or be pleafed to fee fuch a Rod always hanging over our 
Heads ? I \v\(h this Gcjitleman would be plca!cd tore- 
member the Expreflion of his Patron, on a certain me- 
morable Occafion, relating to the Army ; viz He^ 
that gives the Power of Blood, gives Blood i 
which I think may be juftly applied to other Cafes of 
Severity, bcfides Life and DeatP, For this Reafon, I 
contented myfelf with arguing upon gemral Principles^ 
and thought lit to decline the invidious I'ask of entering 
Vol. X. X into 
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into Particulars i but fince the Letter -Writer hath been 
pleafed to infill fo much upon this Heady and to ftrain a 
Vomx. Q^^endernefi and Candour into a Proof o( Dif- 
ingenuity and deliberate Calumny, again ft the Convi6lion 
of my own Mind ; I am obliged in Honour to juftify 
myfclf; and if what f am going to produce, for that 
Purpofe, ftiould happen to prove dilagreeable to the 
Gentlemen of the Excife, they muft thank their jdd- 
vocate for it, who hath made it necefTary to my vwn 
Vindication, 

The Letter-Writer therefore muft give me Leave to 
ask Him, whether He never faw, or heard of a certain 
^reatifey intitled. Remarks on the horrible OppreJJtons^ 
Injolencesy and unjuftifiable Partialities of the Com- 
missioners OF Excise ; with fome hiftorical Col* 
legions of Matter ofFaSf. 

If He fhould be an utter Stranger to this Tra^, \ as 
He feems to be, by his Manner of Reafoning ) I muft 
acquaint Him, that it was printed in the Year 1 706, 
and fuppofed to be written by the Direction, at leaft, of 
that worthy Magiftrate, John Fuller, Efqj one of 
the late ^erijfsfor this County, 

It contains, according to its Title, fcveral grievous 
Charges of Partiality^ hifolence and Opprejpon, againft 
the CommiJJioners at that Time, in the Execution of 
their Office ; particularly with Relation to the iaid Mr. 
Fuller and Mr. Mackley^ two eminent Diftillers ; who^ 
kaving been very adive in Iblliciting and obtaining fomc 
Parliamentary Regulations of the Excife, in Oppofition 
to the Commtjjionersy though for the Benefit of the Rt* 
venue, were violently profecuted, upon falfe AccuiationSy 
<as it is alledged ) by xki^ f aid CommiJJioners, 

The particular Circumftances of both their Cafes are 
related with fuch Afperity of Expreffion, in the Book 
now before me, that I chufe to omit them; and fliall 
only obfervc that Mr. Fuller"^ Daughter, whofe Goods 
haa been diftrain*d upon an Information, recovered 
Damages and Cofts of Suit from the Officers employ VI 

in 
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in it ; and that Mr. Mackleyy being charged with eor^ 
rupting an Officer, was honourably acquitted at the Old 
Bailj ; where He was try'd upon an Indi£lment, by 
Way of Ignominy ; not being allow'd to remove the 
Cau!e, by Certiorari , to a fuperior Court ; though He 
rcqueitcd it of the CommiJJionerSy in a very humble 
Manner. 

The -Tame Charge of Partiality^ Infolence and Op* 
preffiortj in the Conduft of thofe Officer Sy is fupported 
by feveral other Inftances^ at the End of this Book ; 
which I fhall likewiie lubjoin, by Way of * Appendix 
to thefe Papers, for the Information and Curiolity of the 
Publick. I cannot, indeed, take upon myfelf to vouch 
for the Truth oi the Cafes, as They are here ftated ; but I 
publilh Them, as I find Them ; and They will ferve,, 
at leaft, to deftroy the Letter-Writer's Charge againft 
me, cf endeavouring to throw an Odium upon Gentlemen 
of Fortune and Difundion, without even Jo much ax 
Common Report tojuftify me in it. 

I am inform'd, by Letter, of another Cafe, which 
deferves mentioning. The Commiffioners of Excife en- 
tered Judgment for a large Sum oi Money, ^^zinftfFilliamt 
Green £^ ; an eminent Brewer, long fince dead ; but 
upon Notice that He defignM to petition the Houfe of 
Commons againft Them, They reverfed the Judgment, 
by writing under ;t erroneous. However, Mr. Green 
petitioned; upon which Occafion, as I am inform'd, 
that remarkable Claufe was inlcrted in an A61, for dii- 
abling the Commiffioners of Excije fiom fitting in the 
Houfe of Commons, and infliding a fevere Penalty on 
their Under-Officers, in Cafe They fhould endeavour to 
influence Voters, in Elections for Members of Parliament, 

As to iliQ Commiffioners being Gentlemen of Fortune 
and Diflin£lion, it is quite foreign to the Purpofe ; for no 
Man ought to be trulled with arbitrary Power ; not 
even the /uf>i^ Himrelf; nor docs our CofiJhtution\n.vt&. 

* ^^r/i'r Appendix, N° i. . 
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Him with it. Shall a SubjeSi therefore, a fubordinate 
Mifiifter, of whatever Fortune or Dijlln^kn He may be, 
enjoy a greater Plenitude of Power than Majefiy itfelf j 
cfpecially, when We confider that the Duty of a pr- 
cnridus Office may induce Kim to a6l contrary to his 
natural Inclinations ? ■■ It is too much like the Ca^ of 
the Frogs in the F^ble, when Jupiter placed a Stork to 
rule over them i but We ought to remember that This 
was done for their Pu7iijbment, not their Prote^ion. 

I do not apply This to the ^rejent GofnmiJJtoners ; 
and am far from intending to accUi'e Them of any fucb 
OpprcJJtms^ Info fences^ or Partialities, as were laid to the 
Chatge oi their PredccjJ or s. On the contrary, I am 
willing to believe Them, in general, as toorthy Gentle" 
menzs ever fiird that Board ; and One of Them having 
formerly been a Trader Himfelf, though now advanced 
to fuch a Poft of Diftinilion ; T'ho e, whom He hath 
left behind Him in Bufinefs, may depend upon all the 
Indulgence and Lenity, which the Duty of his Office 
will admit ; for I mull repeat my Apprdienfions, in 
this Place, that thefe Gentlemen are not at Liberty to 
conftrue Things in the mo^favaurable S^nfe, as it is the 
Duty of other Judges to do, in eriminkl Cafes ; but are 
obliged, even by the Oath They take to turn the Bal- 
iance, in all doubtful Points, on the Side of the Revenue, 

Give me Leave to mention only one Cafe, which is 
dill frefh in our Memories ; I mean the fofhous Pot 
Acx,; by which all Vi£tuallers, Inn-holders and Re^ 
tailers of Beery or 'Ale, were obliged to pay a certain 
yearly Sum, to be fix'd at the Dilcretion of the Com^ 
mijjioners oftheExcife, for a Licence to fell the feid Li- 
quors; in Confidcration of which a Claufe wasinferted, 
for their Benefit, prohibiting Them to fend any Pots out 
9f their Houfrs, or any ^antity of Liquor lefs than a 
Gallon ; which being found prejudicial to their Bufi- 
nefs, is fince repcard, and only t\it pecuniary Part ofthg 
ASi remains in Force. Bi^t the Cafe I mean was as 
followj. 

' Mn 
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Mr. True^, an eminent Vintner in St. PauPs Church- 
I'ard^ was fummon'd before the CommlJJtoners^ upon 
this ASt ; i3eing accufed of having made a Bil/, in which 
He charged Bread; from whence it was concluded that 
He did not give his fmallBeer away ; though I am told 
it was not fpecify'd under any particular Article. This 
being proved by the Evidence of an Informer^ He was 
convidled, and forced to take out a> Licence ; as all Per- 
fbns of xh&fame^ProfeJJion have been likewife obliged to 
d^ fince. 

It was the general Opinion, at that Time, that none 
but Vi^uallers, Inn-keepers, and Retailers of Beer were 
defign'd by the Legijlature to be included in this Aft ; 
«nd as They are neither particularly mentioned in it, 
nor could poffibly receive any Benefit by it ; I muil 
leave the World to judge whether the fame Interpreta- 
tion would have iaeen put upon it, by a Jurj iii 
Weftminfter-Eall. 

I have likewife received many Letters from Perfbns 
of different ^r/?//*?/ (fuch as-B>v«/^r/, Diflillers^ Starch- 
Makers, Callow-Chandlers, Sec. ) complaining of great 
Hardfliips and Severiries in the Management of their 
Bufinefs, by the Lazvs of Excife ; but as They do not 
immediately affeft the prefent Pointy concerning the 
farther Extenfion of thefe Laws, it may b^ thought 
needlefs to trouble the Reader with any of their par- 
ticular Qifes. I fliall only obferve that all, or moll of 
thefe Accounts were occafion'd, as my Correfpondents in- 
form me, by theL^^/^r-^r//^r's Aflcrtion, that not one 
Example can be produced of anyfuch Hnrdjhips, and that 
the CommiJJioners are, and have always been, rather 
favourable to the Trader than the Crown. 

To Thefe I may add the late publick Declarations 
of the principal Druggijis and Grocers in this City ; 
letting forth their great Hardships and Sufferings by the 
Laws of Excife ; which have already induced fome of 
Them to leave off their Trade, and will oblige others 
to do the fame, if Tiiey fliould h^ farther extended. 
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And here I mull obfcrve that the Letter-Writer had 
the confuromate Aflurance to allert, that the feverejl 
and moH obnoxious Claufes in the Excife-Aft upon Tea, 
^e. were advifed by the principal Druggifts in TozaVy 
tvho were confulted ufon that Occajion. This is fo 
Ihamelefs a Falfity and fuch an Infult on the common 
Under (landings,, as well as the Misfortunes of thofe 
Gentleken, that They have thought fit to undeceive the 
World, and purge Themfelves, in the (Irongeil Manner, 
from fuch an Imputation, by a publick Certificate in all 
the News-Papers ; which the Reader may likewife find 
in the * Jppendix. 

Let the World therefore judge whether Fact and 
Experience are not /i'^ Letter- Writer's old and con" 
ftant Enemies^ rather than mine, 

I do not lay any of thefe Hardfhips, as I obferved 
before, to the Charge of the prefent CommiJJionerSy who 
are obliged to execute the Laws, as Thev find Them. It 
is the Power it/elf, of which We complain, to whomfb- 
ever it may be delegated ; and therefore nothing can be 
more ridiculous than the Letter-Writer'' s Reafonings, in 
Favour oi fuch a Power y from the pcrfonal Charaders, 
or Circumitances of the Gentlemen in that CommiJJion, 
He might as well have argued that the Laws of Excife 
do not deprive us of the antient Method of ^ryaly efh- 
bliih'd by Magna Charta^ becaufe the Commiffioners 
hold their Court in the Old Jury. ». 

In the remaining Part o^this Paper ^ the Gentleman 
undertakes to fhew the Preference of Excife LawSy when 
compared to Thofe of Cufioms^ from feveral coniider- 
able Qrcumflances, in Favour of xht former, . 

One is taken fiom the dilatory and expenjive Forms 
of Proceeding in the Courts otWeftminffer-Halli which 
He calls an infupportable Grievance to the SubjeS. I am 
afraid there is too much Reafbn for this heavy Cenfuie 
on the modern PraSfice of the Law ; but I hope Wc do 

♦ Seethe Appchdir, l^umb. 2. 
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not yet ftand in ne^d of fo defperate a Remedy as tK« 
fum'mary ?roct($ of the Ex ci/e Laws ; v^hich I appro* 
hend to be infinitely worfe than the Difeafe itfelf, ^e* 
fides, this Grievance ia common to all Cafes of Property, 
as well as the Revenue ; and therefore his Argument 
will hold equally ftrong for putting the Execution of flU 
our Laws into the fame compendious Method, Nsiy^ it 
will ferve to juflify the Proceedings of a Star-Chamber, 
an Inquifition^ or any other arbitrary Court whatfoevcr. 

Another Circumflance, alledged by this JFriier, in 
Favour of Exci/es, is the Power repofed in the Commi/- 
fionersy to mitigate the Severity of the LaWy by remitting 
the Penalties of it, either in whole, or in Part, as They 
think fit, after Convidion ; and This, fays He, the 
Barons of the Exchequer are not authorized to do. Now^ 
if This IS any Grievance to the Subjeft, in Weftminfter- 
Hally how GiSAy might it be remedy'd^ without an 
Excifcy by only giving the Barons of the Exchequer the 
fame Power ? But in my Apprehenfion, This is fo far 
from being an Argument, in Favour of Excife Laws^ 
that it is one of the moft material Objections againft 
Them ; as it puts it in the Power of the Commifjioners 
to favour fome Men^ and opprcfs others^ juft as They 
may happen to be fway'd by Friendjhip, or Hatred ; 
by Selfinterefty P arty-Prejudice ^ the fecret Influence if 
u Miniftery or any other bad Motives. — — - There have 
been manA G)mplaints of this Kind ; and I will appeal 
to every unpartial Man, whether fuch a difcretionary 
Power may not be fupptffed to have ibme Influence over 
EleSHons f 

We have been often told that Juft ices of Peace have 
the fame Power in the Country y which the Commifjioners 
have m Lond/m. This is partly true, and partly not h ; 
for the Office may fend Sub-Commiffi oners into the 
Country, ifTheypleafe; and They would certainly do 
it, if the Service of the Revenue required it. The 
Jufticesy indeed, do the Bufmefs for them at prelent ; 
and, I fuppofe> to Satis^Aign ; but even this Paw/r is 

not 
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not in Favour of the Subjeft ; for Juftices of the Peace 
are nominated by the Crozvf/, and reftiovcable at Pleafure, 
like the Commijjli oners of Excife. Befides, the Officers, 
being the Com flaw ants in all fuch Cafcsr, may chufe 
their Juftices ; and God knows there is a material DiA 
ference between Them in moft Counties, as well as in 
Middlefex, \{tbefe Magiftrates, indeed, werechofen 
by the People, as They were formerly, there would be 
fome Force in the Argument ; but as the Cafe (lands at 
prefent, it is no more to the Purpose than any of the 
reft. 

The grcateft Part of the * next Paper is another grofe 
Evafion of the Argument ; for He fuppofes me to com- 
plain of not having our Goods at our own Difpofal till 
We have paid the Duty ; whereas the Argument is, as 
plain as Words can make it, that We have not a Power 
over our own Goods, even after the Duty is paid f. 
Such a poor Piece of Sophiflry deferves no other Notice 
than barely pointing it out to common Obfervation. But 
it may not be amifs to examine fome particular Paffagcs 
in it, relating to the Traders. 

The Gentleman is pleafed to ask, whether the Laws of 
Excife lay the Trader under greater Hardft^ips, in this 
RefpeSf, than the Laws of the Cuftoms ? — To which 
He gives Himfelf this Anfwer ; certainly They do not i 
and, to fupport his AfTertion, He gives us an Extra6l 
from th6 famous Tea-AQ, fo often mention'd-^ by which 
He would have it concluded that the Officers of Ex- 
cife are not impower'd, by that jiSl, to enter Houfor, 
and carry away anv Goods They may find, fuppofed 
not to have paid the Duty, yj\u\o\iX. 2i fpecial Warrant 
from the CommiJJi oners, or fome Juftice of Peace ; where- 
as, if He had thought fit to have recited the preceeding 
Claufe of xhtfame AS, it would have appear'd that the 
Officers of the Inland Duties (as They are there 
ftiled ) are impowerd from Time to Time, in the Day- 

• Counmt, Dec- 2, f See Page i/^ of this Volume.- 
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Time, to enter all Warehoufes^ Sec. and ifrefufed En^ 
trance^ or other^oife obftruSied^ in executing the Powers 
Mttd Juthoriiies of this A<^, the Forfeiture ts no lefs than 
lOO /. for ez'ery Offence. , 

When the teUer-Writer hath garbled the StatuU to 
his Purpofe, in this Manner, He feems to think Hini'- 
fclf fure of the Day again, and cries out in Triumph^ 
let us now fee whether the Laws^ relating to the Cua*" 
TOMS, are more tender^ or favourable to the Merchant, 
or Trader, than fhofe relating to the Excise ; and i9 
prove that They are not. He quotes a Claufe of an A61, 
12 Car.llA. Cafi.ig. but in tjic Recital of it, accord- 
ing to hSi CuHom of Quotation, changes the Word must 
for MAY, leaves out the Word only, and omits any 
Mention of a Claufe in the faid A<^, by which Costs 
and Damages are allowM, if the Information frovt 
falfe. 

This being the Fadl, our Author's Arguments, ts 
flicw thatithe Laws of the Cuftoms are cquaUy ^ievous 
to the l^radtr as the Laws of Emfe^ nutil &U to tbe 
Ground. 

I have ezunioed the Laws of the Cufioms^ as wdX st0 
?]fo/& tfExcife^ and given the Preference to theffrnw, as 
I &uad flifiicient Reafon ; for let the Forfeitures, on « 
Breach of Them, be never fo great; They ajre far ihort 
of the Penalties, annex'd to the other ; and if any Goocfe 
are feized, tinder Pretence that the Duty hath not bcea 
paid, though the Onus probandi generally lies on the 
Owner, yet He is try'd by a Jury, and not by Crown^ 
Officers, 

But the Gentleman infills upon it ftill that thefe Laws 
are abundantly more rigorous, in a Multitude oflnftances^ 
than the Laws of Exciic. ~ We muft therdbtre attend 
Him a little farther. 

The three Claufes, which He ^ cites, (the firfl from 
the A^ of the izth of Charles Ild^ Cap. igth and the 
two other from that of the i^th and ij\th of the iaa&e 
KlngCap. I ich. ) are AOt to the Point ; iince They give 

the 
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the officer no Power over any, Man's Gooc!s, afier^tbe 
Duties are paid, which is the Thing laflerted; and 
it is very extraordinary to find Him quoting another 
Claufe in the lajl JSi, and brirging it as a Proof tJhat 
cuftomable Commodities cannot be moved without a 
Permit, any more than excifeable ones ; whereas this 
Clanfc was calculated for a quite diiFercnt End ; for 
wlien that A£l was made, all Gcods exported paid Duty, 
and the Warrant, or Sufferance, was only for carrying 
them by Sea from one Port to another. 7^/j Claufe 
therefore wao defign*d, when the AB was firft made, 
to ferve another Purpofe, as it does now ; That is, to 
prove at the Port, to which the Goods were carried, 
that They had paid Cuftom at the Port, from whence 
They came ; but if thefe Goods had been, or were to 
have been fent by Land from one Place to another, 
no fuch Warrant, or Sufferance was required, or 
neceflary. 

The Gentleman fcems to be very much prcfs'd for 
Arguments, when He produces another Claufe of the 
(aid Afl, of the i^th and i^h ^Charles /i'^ lid, to 
prove that by the Laws ofCuftoms, as well as by the 
Laws ofExcife, Offenders are punifh'd in a fummary 
Way, without a Trial by a Jury ; for let us confider 
the Nature oi this Claufe, It is a Claufe to fecure the 
Duties ofCufloms, by preventing the Landing of Goods, 
BEFORE the. Duties are paid, and declaring that no 
Goods, upon which any Cufloms are due, fball be 
•brought on Shore, or carrfd on board any Ship outward' 
bound, without a Warrant, or in the Prefence of an 
Officer, under the Penalty of ioo\. to the M after, or 
Purjer of the faid Ship, and the Wharfinger, where 
the Goods are landed', and farther declaring that if any 
Carman, Porter, Waterman, or other Perfon fo offend- 
ing, being apprehended by the Warrant rf any Juftice 
of the Town, City, or Borough, where the Fa£t is com- 
mitted, (the fame being proved by Evidence of two 
Witncfles on Oath) fball he fent to Gaol, until Ife or 

They 
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Thc^ find Security for their good Behaviour, Sec. and 
ifthey offend a fecond Time, to be committed to Prifon 
for two Months, and to forfeit 5 L to the Ufe of bis 
Ma'jfty. — Is This any Parallel to the Method of fining 
the 'Trader, in a fummary Way, at the Difcre&ion rf 
the Commifji oners? 

I never faid that the Cuflom-houfe Laws were un- 
exceptionable, or in no refpeft hard upon Trade, I 
have often acknowledged the contrary ; though much 
lefs fevere than x}\q Laws of Excife i but if there are 
fome few Inftances, where xht former come up, in any 
Degree, to the Severity of the latter, it can be of no 
Weight againft our general Argument, but only proves 
how ftridly the poor Trader is tether'd down both 
by one and the other. 

If this ProjeB is fo much for the Intereft of Com' 
merce (as the Letter-Writer informs us) that nobody 
could reafonably wijh for, nor human Wifdom form a 
Scheme, more for the Eafe and Advantage of the fair 
Trader ; why is it not made pablick, for the Satif- 
f iftion of the Merchants, and to eafe Them of thofe 
dreadful Apprchenfions, which They conceive from it 
at prefent ? For it is manifeftly their Opinion that 
any new Excifes, or any farther Extenfion of Excifc 
Laws, under any Name or Pretence whatfoever, will 
be not only prejudicial to the Trade, Manufa^res and 
Navigation, but dangerous to the Liberties of the whole 
Kingdom, 

The Preamble to the Ordinance of Parliament, for 
continuing the Excife, during our civil Wars, is as 
litde to the Purpofe as any of his 6ther Arguments ; 
for though I am ready to admit that there were as 
many glorious Affertors of Liberty in that Parliament^ 
as perhapj ever met in a popular Aflcmbly j yet it is 
evident that nothing but the utmoft NeceJJsty could have 
induced Them to take fuch a Method of raifing Money, 
This, I think, appears very plain from the Remon- 
flrance of Parliament in the Year 16265 whic?h not 

*- only 
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only condemns the King^s CommiJJjon as illegal, becau -e 
without the Confent of the People, but fhcws their 
I>'flike to the Method of Taxation itfelf. It is likewiic 
evidert from the Diflurbanccs in London, as I ob- 
ferved before, that an Excife was extremely difguftful 
to the People; though railed for the Support of a 
Caufe, to which They were generally inclined ; and 
even x\iQ 'Parliament itlelf fecm'd, at leaft tacitly, to 
condemn fuch Taxes, by difcontinuing them, as foon 
as the War was over. NeceJJtty therefore having driven 
Them into this Method, it is not at all wonderful that 
They fhould endeavour to glofs it over with plaufiblc 
Colours, in the Preamble to their Ordinance^ cftablifli'd 
for that Purpofe. 

I have now confider'i all the material Objeftion^ 
which the Letter-Writer hath made to our general 
Argument againft Excifes ; for his fucceeding Papers 
contain nothing elfe but Repetitions of the fame Things, 
or little Cavils, of fo trifling a Nature, that I fhall be 
very fliort in my Remarks upon them. 

He tells us, * that a very illuflrious Writer, of the 
lajl j^e, hath objerved that a Tax ought never to be 
thought a Burthen upon any Body but the Confumer j for 
the Trader reaps a Benefit by it. — Whoever this tllu- 
fricus Gentleman might be, I dare fay He did not 
recommend the Collcftion of Taxes by Excife Laws ; 
which is the Point inDifpute; but if He did, it is 
plain that He had as little Regard for Liberty, as Know- 
ledge of Trade, which depends upon it. 

He is plea fed to imagine, that if an Attempt fhouli 
be made, the next Sef/ton of Parliament, to convert fome 
Part of our Cuftoms into Excifes, there would be few 
CONSIDERABLE Merchants, er Dealer?, tirat 
• tmuld think it for their Advantage, to oppofe rV.— And, 
in f another Paper, He tells us, that He is informed 
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the MOST CONSIDERABLE TRADERS tu England 
ft/ou/J be glad that fuch a Scheme toould take J^eS, 
^— I wifh the Gentleman had acquainted us fh>m Vfbom 
He received this Information ; or where this moft coH" 
fiderable Body lyes incng ; for hitherto They have not 
thought fit to reveal Themfelves. The principal Mer- 
chants and Traders in Wtm^ tobacco and Sugar^ as 
well as in feveral Commodities already exciicd, not 
only in London and Soutbwark, but like wife in feveral 
diftant Parts of the Kingdom, have already declared 
againft this Scheme, in the moll publick Manner j and 
it is cxpefted that others will loon follow their Example. 
• It is therefore high Time for the Letter-Writer to pro- 
duce his Party ; and I vvifti that their moft confiderahle 
^raffick may not be found to conlift in Stocks, Penjlons 
and Places, 

My Extrafts from the Writings of Dr. UAvenant^ 
on this SubjeA, are intirely mittaken by the Letter-^ 
Writer, as well as the End, for which I quoted them ; 
fince, even in the earlieft Times, there was certainly a 
great Confumptim of Commodities, in this Kingdom, 
though but little Tirade ; and yet our Anccllors Would 
never come into this Method ofraifing Money. Bclide.-?, 
I acknowledged tliat Dr. UAvenant made no Dillinc- 
tion between Cuftoms and Excijes, but confounded 
Them together, under the general Name oi Loads upon 
Indnftry ; and therefore the Gnitlcman might have 
fpared his Remarks, upon that Head. 

It is certain that when Duties of Cuftoms were £rft 
laid on Trade, the Money arifing from them was in- 
tended for the Proicdlion of iht Merchant. 'J^his is 
evident from all our nntient Laws, for laying Impc- 
fitions on Good^ imported and exported', nay, even h 
lately as in the Reign of King Ci'WtV the 2d, TJiis 
appears to be the Senfc of Parliament ; for in the 
Preamble to the A61 of the 12th of that Reign, it is 
faid that the Commons repofing a Truft in his Majeftj 
for guarding the Seas againft all Perfons^ who may en» 

Vol. X. y deavour 
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deavour to d'.fturb our Trade, &c. ney gfant the 
Tonnage and Poundage. — But whether it was prudent 
in the Letter-Writer to infill upon this ^opicky let the 
Header judge. 

His Arguments from the Praftice of Holland, as a 
Pattern for Great Britain, are fo extremely weak, and 
liave been fo fully anfwer'd already in * one of my 
Jormer Papers, that I fhall only add an Obfervation of 
^r. de Witi who fays diredlly, that the great Duties 
and Excifes on the Trade £/* Holland have hinder''^ the 
Enlargement of it ; and, if not taken Cars of in 
^tme, will be the Lofs of its Commerce. 

I never defign'd to infinuate, as the Gentleman is 
J)lealed to ftate my Argument, that the Subjeft ought 
not to pay either Cujloms, or Excifes ; but that neither 
of Them ought to be ftrerch'd fo high, as to deftroy 
Trade, by which only They can be paid, and the 
Government fupported. 

He hath likcwifc taken a great deal of unneceflary 
Pains to prove iHat the Dependence if the Crown on the 
Subject, for its Support, is more eligible, in a free 
Country, than the Dependence of the Subjeft on the 
Crown, for their Properties, This, I fay, was un- 
necefTary ; becaufe I admitted it, in my Argument^ 
under the Suppofition that We might always rely on 
a wife and uncorrupt Parliament, 

But though the antient Tej-urcs and Services, by 
\\'hich our Anceftors held iheir Eftates, gave the 
Crown an exorbitant Power, which is now happily 
abplifh'd ; it docs not, in the lea ft, aftedl my Argu^ 
ment, that our Debts, Taxes and Officers have given* 
the Crown another Kind of Power, unknown to our 
Forefathers. 

The Letter-Writer aflcrts that We had no Liberty 
before the Revolution ; which I deny ; but fuppofing it to 
be true, is That a Reafbn for our giving it up, at prelent ? 
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The People of England have, no Doubt, acquired 
great Advantages by their late glorious Struggles for 
Liberty ; which They have purchafed at an immenfe 
Price of Blood and Treafure ; and therefore They ought 
to be the more cautious of iofmg it again. 

At length, this Writer is obliged to * acknowledge^ 
that although the Confumer bears the Burthen of ever^ 
7aXy yet his Intereft and ^at of the fair Trader tfr^^ 
clofely connected and blended together, that // is almojh 
imfojfible to feparate, or difiinguifb Them from one ano • 
iher ; but his Metliod of explaining This is equally 
extraordinary witli his other Reafonings ; for though it 
muft be confersM that the PraSitice of Smuggling is very 
mjarious to the fair Trader^ as well as to the Revenue^ 
by enabling the clandejline Dealer to fell the fa me Goods 
cheaper^ and thereby leffening his Trade ; I cannot ap- 
prehend it to be a neceffary Confequence^ that He muft 
be obliged to enhance the Value of Them, in Proportion 
as He finds the Demands for Them leflen'd, and that 
the fmaller the Quantity is of any Thing He fells, thi 
greater mu/l be the Price, that He muft have for it. — 
According to this Dodtrine, the Price of Commodities 
muft be proportioned to the Extent of the Trader^s 
Bufinejs ; without any Regard to the Plenty, or Scarcity, 

. or to the Fent and Demand for them ; which is con- 
trary to all the Experience of Trade, iince the World 
begun. 

On the other Hand, I apprehend that the Pracflice 
of Running Goods obliges the fair Trader to Jink his 
Price, in order to keep fome Pace vvith the clandejliye 
Dealer i and thcrcfoie immediately afleds Him, injthe 
moil feniible Manner ; though I am ready to allow 
that the Confumer may feel it, at lall, in the Deficient 
cies of the Revenue, 

For this Reafon, I believe the Merchant, Importer and 

fair Trader would willingly concur in any reafonable 
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Meafures, for putting an End to this clandeftine Traffick ; 
but \S the cheaper any Commodity b fold, the more of it 
will be confumedy Tney can never agree to an Excife^ 
which will certainly make Them dearer ; and confc- 
quently encoifrage Smuggling ; for notwithftanding the 
Letter-Writer's poor Fallacy, it is as dem^flrable as 
any Propofition in Eu'clidy that this mifchievous Pra^ice 
is chiefly occalion*d by high Duties j and whilft They 
are continued, all the Laws in the World will not be 
able to prevent it. 

The Gentleman tells us Himfelf that not only Wines 
and Brandies, but all other Sorts of Merchandize arc 
ftill.mn and vended, in the moft publick Manner, on 
the Sea Coafls. li therefore this Method ofColleciian 
ba h not prevented the Running of thcfe Commodities, 
which are already excijed\ how can We expedl that it 
will put a Stop to the fame Praftice in others ? 

The defperate Oppofition, which i the Cuflom-hou/e 
Officers meet with, in the Execution of their Duty, 
Dotwithftanding the fevere Penalties on Offenders, may- 
farther convince us of this Truth, and is another Proof 
that it is abfolutely imprafticable to prevent Runnings 
without lowering the Duties', for can Excifemen be 
thought better able to refill fuch refolute Gangs of 
Men than the Officers cfCufioms, however large and 
coercive their Powers may be made ? For my Part, I 
am firmly perfuaded by Experience that no Punilh- 
meats whatever, even Death itfelf, would e&ilually 
(lop this Pra^ice, whilil the Temptation to it con- 
tWes {o great ; not even though a numerous fianding 
^/Vj ihould be made Ufe of to put the Laws in Exe- 
cution ; for though the Gentleman himfelf feems to 
diflike fuch an Expedient \ yet it is well known that 
our military Forces have been often employed in that 
Service, upbn the Sea Coafis, ( as I think fome of them 
are at prelcnc) with but little Effeil. 

It mull be admitted that there is a great Inequality 
between Thofe, who buy run Goods, and Thoie, who 

deal 
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deal with \kt fair Trader y which ought to be prevented, 
if poflible. But ftill the Queftion returns, whether an 
Excife will do it. I have given my Reafons why it 
will not ; and I think them fufficiently confirm'd, in 
the Cafe of Tea ; for though the Revenue-^ upon this 
Article, may have been confiderably increafed, and a lefs 
Sum of Money may have been paid into the Exchequer, 
on Account ^/'Seizures, Jince thofe Duties were converted 
w/^Excifes, « the Letter-Writer aflerts; I am far 
from thinking it the natural Confequence of that A£i ; 
for it is certain that more Tea hath been run lince, 
than at any Time before. This Improvement of the 
. Revenue mull be therefore owing to fome other Caufes ; 
fuph as the great Incrcafe of the Confumption of Tea^ 
which is now become almoft univerfal, by the prevail- 
ing Spirit of Luxury \ and, perhaps, partly occafion'd 
by the late Cheapnefs of 5^^^r.— But We ihall be 
better able to judge of this Affair by an authentick 
-Account of Seizures, which is much more to be 
credited than fuch a Writer'^s Aflertion. 

But I mull inform this Gentleman that when I faid 
" the Seizures, formerly made, bear no Proportion to 
Thofe of late Tears, 1 did not, by formerly, mean a 
thoufand Years ago, but lince We have had a Trade ; 
for though He is pleafcd to be m'ofl unmerciful arch, 
on this Occalion, it is certain that there were Duties 
orr Trade, and We had a large Trade, for many Years, 
•by which the Nation gain'd immenfe Riches, without 
. any Complaints o^ Smuggling ; but as Taxes were mulr 
tiply'd and increafcd, the Praftice'of Running hq^th 
gain'd Groun.^, and the national Profit by Trade i^th 
been greatly diminifli'd. 

I hope the L^tcr-Writer is fomcwhnt miflakcn m 
his Calculation, when He fiys that the Publick is de- 
frauded of, at leaft, one third Part of its Revenues-', 
for it This is the Caic, it muH: be owing to the 
Frauds of the Oncers thcmfelves, in joining with the 

Y 3 Smugglers i 
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Smugglers i and I am at a Lofs to apprehend ho^v 
That will be remedied by an Excife. 

We now come to the Gentleman's *?^ncluding Paper, 
in which He recapitulates xthe Siibftahce of his pre- 
ceding Argument*, and makes fome farther Obferva- 
tionp, which may be thought to defcrvc a little Notice, 
before I take my Leave of Him. 

He tells us that even the Land-Tax itfelf is col- 
ledled in the famie Manner with Excifcs ; and that all 
Cafes, relating to it, are determinable in the lame 
fummary Manner ; v/hereas I always thought that this 
Tax was levied by Parijh Officers, and that all Dif- 
putes were left to the Deciiion of the Commiffioners 
cfTaxes^ who are appomted by Parliament^ not by 
the Crown. 

He purpofely avoided offering any Thing, as He in- , 
forms us, in Anfwer to what I have /aid concerning the 
Danger, that fuch a Scheme would produce, with 
IRegard to national Liberty, by the Increafe of Officers, 
that it muft be attended with ; becaufe He cannot ima^ 
gine that J was ferious myfelf, when I made that Ob- 
je/lion, but that I did it either out of Amufement^ or 
Pleafantry. — No really, what I obferved, upon that 
Head, was in downright fiber Sadnefs. Perhaps, it may- 
proceed, as He wittily remarks, from a blind Bigotry 
to Patriotifm ; but fo it is, that I cannot for my Life 
put it out of my Head, that fuch an infinite Muiti- 
plicity ^Officers, immediately under the Dire ff ion of 
the Crown, muft have fome Sort of Influence over 
TTiofc, who lye at their Mercy ; and therefore the 
Gentleman would have done a generous Adl, at leafl 
in endeavouring to fet fuch a poor, deluded Wretch as 
Ts\yk]^z little right in his Judgment, as to this Point. 

He hath likewifc forgot to take any Notice o^ another 
Point, upon which 1 laid no fmall Strefs ; I mean that 
the Execution of this Scheme hath a natural and im- 
mediate Tendency to ^General Excise. Perhap, 

this 
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tUs Apprehenfion like wife may proceed from the fame 
Bigotry, and therefore beneath the Letter-Writer' s-Oh- 
fervation ; but as the Publick fcems to have paid fbme 
Regard to it, I will venture to make one Remark 
farSier, on the fame Subje^. 

In my general Argument^ I gave the Reader a Cata- 
logue oitbofeTaxes^ which are already coUed^ed by the 
Laws ofExcife. I fhall now explain this Point a little 
farther, by enumerafmg, as well as I can recolleft at 
p^ent, the different Trades and Occupations, which 
are affbaed by this Method of Collemon. 



Brewers, Difiillers ; Inn- 
hepeers, ViEtuakrs, Coffee-men,' k 
Vintners, Mum, Cyder and 
Terry makers, Malfiers, fweet\ 
Wine-makers, Vinegar-makers^-^ 



And all other Per- 
fons, making, im- 
porting, or dealing in 
excifeable Liquors, 



Soap-Boilers, Druggifis, Gro-^ And all other Per- 
cers, Tallow-Chandlers, Starch- i (am covictm'dimTea^ 
piakers. Perfumers, Peruke- C Coffee, Chocolate, 
makers. Barbers, Chandlers \ — J Starch, Powder, &c. 

Hop-Planters, Tanners, Own-^ 
ers of Salt-Pits, Leather-Sel- 
lers, Linnen-Drapers , Paper- 
makers, Paper-Stainers, Cal- 
licoe and Linnen-Pr inters, Pafte- 
Board, Mill-Board, and Scale- 
Board-makers , Gold-Smiths , 
Silver-Smiths, and Workers of 
Plate, Wire-Drawers, and Re- 
finers of gilt and Silver Wire, 
Card-makers, Dice-makers; 

What I would obferve from hence is, that Excifes 
have already extended themfelves into the Shops, Ware- 
houfes and Families of a veryjgreat Number of the 

mo(l 
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moft confiderable Subjeds of Great Britain, It may 
therefore be proper to ask, in this Place, what the ^</- 
vocates for Excifes mean, when They tell us that tlierc 
is no Defign of bringing them into private Families, 
Do They exclude all Peribns, who keep a Sbopy or deal 
in Goods^ out of this Number ? If They do, all the 
Cities and great trading Towns in England confift of 
little lefs than publick Houfes ; which I take to be a 
new DoArine j and if none but ^avernsy Inns^ and o- 
ther Houfes of publick Entertainment ought to pafs un- 
der that Denomination, according to the Notion of our 
Forefathers, it follows that Excifes have already forced 
themfelves into very great Numbers of private Families, 
and muft become almofl univerfaly by the Execution of 
fuch a Scheme. 

The Letter-writer hath advanced one Argtime»t, 'at 
the ponclufion of his Papers, in Favour of Exeijes, 
which He delivers in Terms of great Tendernefs for 
the People c^ England \ viz. that it will prevent thofe- 
Jb am efu I Adulterations and pernicious Mixtures j with 
which the Retailers too often compound their Commo- 
dities, to the Prejudice of the Reventte, and the fair 
Trader^ as well as the Health of his Majefty's Subjedls. 
This Charge is level'd, I fuppofe, at the Vintners ; 
and I have often heard the fame Argument made Ufe 
of in private Converfation. Indeed, it is the only jfr^ 
gument I could ever yet hear, in Favour of Excifes^ 
which carries the leaft Air of Plaufibility. But when 
it is fully examined, it will be found to be without 
Foundation ; for if the Vintner will be content to pay 
t\\cfull Duty for all the Liquor He fells, I prefumc the 
Crozvn will not infpedl very nicely into the Materials, 
of which it is compounded ; or that the Vintner will 
be prohibited to mix bad Wine with good \ and I be- 
lieve it will be granted that He may better afford to 
pay Duty for Cyder, or other Ingredients, which He 
can buy very cheap at home, than for Wine from 

abroad. 
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abroad. But fuppofing that this Scheme would prevent 
all Jdulterdtion^both at home and abroad ; in fuch a Caie, 
I think it demonftrable that it mull inhance the Price ; 
and then let me ask, whether it is not reafonable to fup- 
pofe that it .vould leflen the Confumption, and confe- 
quently diminilh the Revenue ? Nay, Ihould This like- 
wife be deny'd, and it could be proved that an Exsife 
would abfolutely prevent all Adulteration^ without in- 
hancing the Price^ or lefTening the Confumption, I be- 
lieve it will be granted, at leaft, that a much greater 
^antity muft be imported ; which, being lufficiently 
large already, may happen to turn the Ballance oi Trade 
againft us. -'So that take this Affair in what Light 
you pleafe, I cannot poflibly fee how an Excife upon 
Wine can be of any Advantage to the Confumer^ the 
Revenue f or the Nation in general. 

But thefe Things,, perhaps, have no moreenterM into 
the Pr^je/for*j Head than theLofs, which fucb a Scheme 
win inevitably bring on the Kingdom, by the Decreale 
of OMT Navigation ; and it may bc'fafely pronounced 
Aat if there is no Method^ of eafing tho/e Duties, which 
principally aiFeft ovir Trade and ManufaS^ure;, they ; 
Will never .be eafed ; for an Exci/e irny IcfFen th^pre* 
fent Security for the Payment of the Principal and Inte- 
rcft of our Debts ; but it will never ftrengthen, or cn- 
kfge it. 

I have now done with the Letter-writer ; and think 
it hath been fully proved that He hath not advanced 
ene Argument, in Favour of this Scheme^ which can be 
thought to have any Weight, when brought to the Tell 
of Examination. The whole Courfe of his Reafonings 
confifts m nothing elfe but fal/e Rotations, little trick- 
ing Fallacies, in ftating my Argument, and a conftant 
Evafion of the Point in Debate. 

There is another Writer, who hath been pleafed to 
fevour the Publick with fome Confederations on my lat^ 
mr^ys upon this SubjeSl. By his Proemium, in Praife 
of taxes and PryeSiors, He feems to be fome little 

Limb 
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Limb of the Excise; who thinks himfclf obliged f6 
bear his Share in this honourable Work^ by Way of 
fcrjonal Service for the Tenure of Jbii Fl ace. Indeed, 
He gives himfelf the Air of a Scholar and a Wity by in- 
terlarding his Remarks with a Scrap or two of Latin 
and a French Vcrfe ; beiides fome other Flights of Ge- 
ninsy to diflinguifli his Abilides. But for God's Sake, 
why all this Trouble to prove that an Excifeman may- 
be a very erudite and ingenious Per/on ? I was fully 
convinced of it t'other Day by a Couple of Lines in an 
halfpenny Bnllady which I bought in the Street. I hope 
the worthy Gc?:thman will be {o good as to accept of 
them, in Reiujn for the Favour, which He hath 
done Me, 

Befdesy We all knctv They are mighty zoell . bred 5 
For every one of 7hem can both write and read. 

But He will expefl, no Doubt, that I fhould Hkc- 
wile take fome Notice of the principal Deiign of this 
excellent Treatife ; That is, to prove that an Excife upon 
Tobacco and Wine (which is, at length, acknow- 
ledged to be Part of the prefent Scheme) will* not only 
be of great Service to the Revenue, and the Nation in 
general, but likcwife of infinite Advantage to the parti- 
cular Traders in thofe Commodities. ^--^^^^Yi^x. flrange 
blind Creatures muft They be, not to fee their own Ifi" 
terefty when it is (b plainly pointed out to Them by 
this honeft Advocate /^r Projectors and Taxes ? 

He hath already received an * Anfwer to thefe Con^ 
Ji derations, as far as they relate to the Iobacco 
Tr a d t ; which fecms to be written by a Gentleman^ 
very well acquainted with that Branch of our Commerce, 
It would thereibre be needlels for me to add any Thing 
to it ; but I muft beg Leave to quote one Paflage out 

of 

* An Anfwer to the Confidcrations, occafiot^d by the 
Craftfman upm Exciies, fi far as it relates to tb$ To; 
bacco Trade. 
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•f it, which will ferve to illuftrate and flrengthen my 
general Argument againft Excifes, 

The Gentleman obferves very well, '* that Part of 
** the Duty now payable on T^obaccoj call'd the Imfofty 
^* (which is '^d, per lib,) was lirft laid on thatCommO' 
** dity in the firft Year of the Reign of Kmg James tht 
** zd^ by an Aft, intitled an JSi for granting to bis 
** Majejly an Impojitim on TobaCco and Sugar ; , 
'* and was to be levy'd on the Confumer, or Jirjl Buyer ^ 
•** and put under CommlJJioners^ appointed for that 
^* Purpofe, diftinft from the Commijfimtrs of Cuftoms ; 
** but This being found burthenfome to the Trader, and . 
•** alio a Lofs to the Revenue, the Miniflry, tquch'd with 
** the Hardfhips the Merchant lay under, and alfo the 
*' Detriment to the Revenue, moved the Parliament ; 
^* and accordingly, by an A61 of the 7th and 8th of 
** William the 3^/, it was enabled, that the faid Duty, 
** granted by the faid Act in the firft Year of the 
** Reign of the late King James, and which, by the faid 
•** A^, is made payable by the firfl Buyer, and fubjeB 
" to the RvLES OF Excise, in the fever al Parts of 
** the Management thereof ftfould, for the future, be 
** under the Management of the Commissioners of 
'* THE Customs. This Method of raifing Duties 
'* on'Tobacco, by an Excife, was, by the Experience of 
** ten Tears, found to anfwer no good End. It harrafs'd 
'* x\it, Merchant, and leiTen'd the Revenue. The fame 
'* Caufe will ever produce the fame EffeSi, There- 
" fore, it is hoped that, upon the Knowledge of an Ex^ 
*' cife having once fail*d, it will not be attempted a 
'** fecond. Time. 

I think, indeed, that the Gentleman hath done our 
■Confiderer too much Honour, in taking lo much Notice 
of this Paper; and He tells us himfelf, thatHefhould 
not have done it, were there n)t fome Things in it, 
which may happcji to miflcad thofe Perfons, who are not 
acquainted with that Branch of our Commerce. 

Perhap?, fomcbody may think fit to do the Gentle- 
men of the ffine-Ty-ade the fame JuHicc. 1 ihall there- 
fore 
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fore content my felf with thofe Remarks, which I have 
already made on that Subje&f and leave the £irther 
Explanation of it to Thofe, who are better acquainted 
with the Particulars. 

The Confiderer is pleafcd to let us know that He is 
a Bottle Companion^ by expreffing the great Joy of his 
Heart, that when this Law takes Place, one may fpeni 
an Evening agreeably , and he the better fir it the next 
Day, I muft iikewife be fb candid as to own that I 
love a Glafs of good Wine myfelf ; but I think it a little 
unreafbnable to defire that to large a Number of vay 
Countrymen fhould be chaired down and band-cujpd, 
purely to prevent now and then a Ikde Touch of the 
Head-ach. An Excife would take away the l^lavour of 
the beft Wine in Chriftendom ; for I hope every good 
Englijhman loves his Liberty, even better than his 
Bottle, If the Vintners, therefore, won't ferve us with 
good Wine, let us leave their Houfes and content our- 
felves with thofe wholeibmeand agreeable Liquors, with 
which our own Commodities will fupply us in^ great 
Variety and Abundance. But if the politer Part of the 
Nation cannot wean themfelves from a long Habit of 
drinking foreign Wines, there are ilill fome good of all 
Sorts to be had ; and no Point in the World can be 
clearer to me, than that an Excife may make them 
dearer, but cannot poffibly make them better, '-^How- 
ever, I muft do the Confiderer the Juftice to acknow- 
ledge that this Argument is very well calculated to 
catch a numerous Body of our Countrymen, who are 
commonly diftinguifh'd by the Name of 1 opers. 

I am ready to agree with this Gentleman, that 
Favour is Oppression to all traders but T\io{t, to 
wbcm it is Jhewm and therefore I am againil an 
Excife ; Lecaufe it gives the CommiJJioners fuch a Power 
o^ favouring, ox opprefjtng ih^ Subjeft, as They think 
fit, either by abfoiutely remitting the Penalties of the 
Law, or exaSling them with the utmoft Rigour, 

He is a litde unhappy in repeating the Argument of 
his Fellow-Labourer in the Courant i that the CraftA 

man 
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man bath not produced any one Inftance of Injuftice, 
in the Judgments given by the CommiJJioners of the 
Excife ; which I apprehend to be fufficiently anfwer'd 
in the former Part of thefe Papers. He adds, that there 
bath been Jo little Reafon to complain of Them, that He 
bMtb been informed there have not been three Appeals 
brought^ ftnce the Appointment of that Comrmffion. ■ 
I am very far from queftioning the Truth of his Infor- 
mation, in this Particular, or being furprized at v it ; 
for when I confider the Nature of that Commiffiony I 
am rather inclined to wonder that there ever was fo 
much as one Appeal, 

He is pleafed to affcrt that my Rotations from- 
Mr. Hampden and Mr. Locke are no Way applicable 
to tht Point in Debate i and that they relate only to 
^axes, or Excife 5 on our native Commodities. — Of 
fye, Sir! if you talk at this Rate, the World will begin 
to fufpeft eitner your Learning, or your Caufe ; for the 
profefs'd Deiign of- both th^e Writers was to recom- 
mend a Land-Tax, in Preference to any Duties on 
Commodities, whether imported, or of our own Pro- 
duBion* Mr. Locke, indeed, does not make any Dif- 
tindtion between EoMes and other Taxes', nor did I 
quote Him for that Purpofe ; but Mr. Hampden ex- 
prelly condemns allExctjui and mforces his Argument 
with fuch Reafons, as I think unanfwerable. — Prethee, 
look over the Writings of thefe Gentlemen once more ; 
and if you can find any Thing in them, that will be 
•f Service to the prefent Scheme, you arc welcome to 
produce it with all my Heart. 

I am foriy to find that I iland fo ill in the Opinion 
of this excellent Writer ; who fets me forth as a pievijb, 
little, wrangling Fellow ; but I conlider his Cafe ; He 
mav, perhaps, think the Excise-Office in Danger', 
and therefore I heartily forgive Him. I am fure the 
Reader will bear me Witncfs that I have prelerved my 
'1 enipcr perfe6lly even towards Him, and treated Him 
whh great Civility, notwithftanding the difagreeablc 
Charafter He hatli given Me. Nay, I fhould npt have 
V'o L. X. Z taken 
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taken even this curlbry Notice of his ingenious Coth 
fiderationsf if They had not happened to fall direftly in 
my Way ; for however He may pleafe to reprefent me 
as a Perlon, who make the Jirft Gains in every Dispute, . 
I can affure Him, upon the Word of an Author, that 
I never expeft to get Jo much as one Craftfman out 
tfany of his Works. 

But it is now Time to draw towards a Conclufion ; 
and, in order to it, let us refleft a little on the prefent 
'State of Ajfairs, The Minifters have, at length, 
triumph'd moft glorioufly in their Negotiations ; and I 
wilh that their late Treaties may be built on as iblid 
a Foundation as They have aflured us Themfelves. 
We are, at prefent, in Peace with all our Neigh- 
bours ; and there are no Appearances of any imme- 
diate Rupture in any Part dt Europe. We have no 
Faftion at home, confiderable enough to difhirb the 
Quiet of the Government, or to endanger the prefent 
Eftablilhmenr, in his Majefly's Family. Our only 
Unealinelles, Animofities and DiiTentions proceed from 
fbme particular Grievances, which might be eafily 
remedied. But this ferene Sky may be fbon over- 
clouded again. New Difturbanccs may break out in 
Europe, and involve us once more in the Quarrels of 
the Continent. ^Let us therefore husband this favoura- 
ble Opportunity, by reducing our Expcnces, whilfl 
the prefent Tranquility lalls, and giving the People 
fome Relief from thofc various Burthens, which public k 
Misfortunes, and publick NeceJJity have fo long obliged 
Them to bear. 

We have, indeed, lately feen a moft extraordinary 
Do^lrine advanced; that while the Affairs ^/'EuropJe 
v^ere un fettled, and Danger was threaten'' d from every 
garter, and on every Hand, there was no Temptation 
for any Power to embroil Themfelves in nrrv Difficul- 
ties ; but NO w there is Lsifure for Ambition to look 
round. * 

This Doflrine was dcliver'd by Mr. Walfingbamy 
about a Fortnight ago, from the Mputh of an honour a- 

ble 
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hie Per forty whom He llyles in Capitals the Ch . r* 
of the Ex r ; but it is fo monftrous and abfurd a 
Propofition, that I cannot believe any Gentleman^ of 
common Senfe and Difcretion, could be weak enough to 
utter it; for, according to this Principle, Peace itfelf is 
a Curie, inftead of a Bleffing i and the more firmly it 
is cftablilh'd, the more Occafion there will be for 11 
ftanding Jrmy ; whereas We were always told before^ 
that it was defired only ti/I Jffain could be fettled^ 
and the Tranquility of Euro^ rejhred. But, at this 
Rate, when can We expeft any ReduBim of the 
Army ? If We prefume 10 touch upon that Topick 
whilit Jffairs are in the Icafl embroiPd, We arc imme- 
diately charged with a Defign of encouraging fome 
foreign Power to invade us i and when they are 
fettled. We are told that there' is more Rcafon to be 
unon our Guard than before. — I am really afhamed 
otexpofing fo palpable an Abfurdity, and ihall leave 
Mr. Walflngham to the Correction of the homurabfe 
Gentleman hirafelf, for putting y^r-^ Stujfm his Mouth. 
—Let us therefore return to our prefent Subjeft. 

If any Writers fhall think fit to beftow any Re- 
marks on thefe Papers ; I mufl once more requcft 
Them to enter into the Merits of the Caufe, by- 
giving a diredl Anfwer to our principal Objcftioris 
againft the Laws ofExcife, with Regard to the Method 
of Tryal, in thofe Cafes; the Interefi of 77^^ ; and 
the Danger to national Liberty . 

We infift upon all thefe Points, in Oppofition to 
this Method of colleBing the fubllck Revenues ; and 
the Projector, whoever He is, muft not imagine that 
ibme litde Variations in his Scheme will allay the 
prefent Heats of the People. Their Objedlions are 
general againft any fuch Project, and nothing but to- 
tally receding from it will give Them Satisfedlion. 

It will not be improper, nor I believe difagrecable, 
to illuftrate this Point by a parallel Inftance, of modem 
Date, in our own Hiilory. 

Z z When 
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When the famous Bill ofExclufion was under Debate 
in the Houfe of Commons j an Expedient was ofiet^d by 
the Court-Party to prevent the Danger from a Popifi 
Succejfor^ by certain Limitations, in order to defeat 
the Bilhy upon which Col. Titus obferved, that to 
accept ^Expedients, to fecure the Proteftant Religion, 
after fuch a King bad mounted the Throne^ tcoidd bt 
as firange as if there were a Lyon in the Lobby ^ and 
We fhould make a Vote to fecure ourfelves^ by letting 

HIM INTO THB HoUSE and CHAINING HlM« 

rather than by keeping Him out. —A P.opifi} 
Prince cannot be more dellrudlive to our religious 
Rights than an Excife will be to our civil Liberties i 
and there is little Dinerence between an Inquifition and 
a general Excife-Officc,. but as one regards our Faitb^ 
ana the other our Eflatcs, 

. We faw this horrible Monfler advancing towards us i 
and have Ipared no Pains to keep Him out of the 
Lobby y as well as the Houfe \ but if He fhould have 
the Confidence to thruft in his Head there ; Wc rdjr 
upon the Virtue of our Reprefentatives in Parliament^ 
that They will concur v/ith their Principals, and unite 
their Endeavours to kick Him out again. 

To fpeak without a Metaphor, it is to be hoped 
that the Houfe of Commons will rejcft any Propofal for 
loading us witli new Excifes ; and if the Projector 
ihould perfift in his Scheme, He muft expcft to have 
it caird by his own Name (according to the old Romas 
C'uftom) and delivered down, as a Brand of Infamy 
on his Memory, to all fuccccJing Generations. 

I (hall therefore conclude with a PafTage iu Scripture; 
which I recommend to his ierious Conlideration. — It 
muft needs be, that OfJtnces comei but Woe to that 
Man, by whom the Oftence cometh. — // were better 
for Him that a Mil Hone were hanged aUut his Neck ; 
and that He were drowned in the Depth of the Sea, 

D. 
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APPENDIX. 

N U M B. I. ' 

Extracts from a Pamphlet Ifititled^ 
Remarks on the horrible OppreHions, 
Infolcncics, and unjuftifiable Partialities 
of the Commissioners of Ex- 
cise, yiT. 

SHE Author having charged ihefe Gentlt- 
\ men, in feveral Parts of his Treitife, with 

* Tyranny, Barbarity, and Extortion, con- 
\ dude; it with feveral parJcular Examples, 

• which he introduces in the foUowing 
Manner. 

" And that ibis Charge may not be counted (oo 

' heavy, ar,d thi; Book be branded with the fame In- 

' jufiice it is wroic to expofe, I fliall a little detend ro 

' Particulars, and give you a fciv, out of the Ininitc 

' Crowd rA prodigious Excejfes They have been guilty 

• of. 

" 'Tis true, that the Lutvs of Excife are very fevere ; 

' and, without Doubt, 'ris r.ecefljry that when Tuxts 

' arc charged on thj Subjcff, Methods ought to be taken 

' lo fccuie the Payment to the Government j and This 

' is both juli to the Government, and toone another, 

' thiit the Equalily ojf Taxes n\?.Y lie regulated ; fincc 

' what is deficient in one, is always made gooil upon 

' the VlfjeU N,itUtt. 

2 3 "Bin 
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** But this Severity of the Laws does no where require 
** cruel and rigorous Exaftions j barbarous, deftruftive 
** and furious falling upon Men and Families 5 of which 
** the following is an Inftancc, all good Men mull read 
** with Abhorrence. 

About the Year there was an honeft and very 

induftrious Man, a Diftiller, by Name Richard Stan- 
ley, a Quaker, who lived in Wapping^ and carried on 
his Trade with a tolerable Profpedl ; but having fc- 
veral Loffes, and a large Family, did not make fb 
•* current Payment as the Commijjioners required, being 
in Arrears 146/. 12/. 

** This Man had order'd fome new Backs to be made, 
and fet up in his Workhoufe, and they were then 
£ni{hing, but not quite done ; the Backmaker having, 
** at leart, a Week's Work to do on them, to make thenx 
•* fit for Ufe, / 

•« The Diftiller thought it was foon enough to enter 
*• thefe Backs at the Office, when they (hould be iiniihM 
** and lit for Ufe ; and m the mean Time, they were fo 
** far from being offer'd to be conceal'd, that tne Work- 
** men were publickly at work on them, and the 
" Officers every Day faw them in the Houfe. 

" Notwithftanding thk, the Officer 
** by Name, flaying as long, till he thought the 

•* Pretence would bear, informs againft this Man, for 
erefting thefe new Backs, v/ithout entring them 5 and 
the Commiffioners, according 10 tlieir ufual Juftice, 
concurring with the Officer, condemn the poor Man 
to pay 80 /. for this pretended Fraud. 
** This, added to Miz former Debt, made it 226 /. 
12/. which the poor Man being unable to pay fb 
foon as They required it, They fa 1 upon him with , 
** moft unfufterable and unparallel'd Fury. 

** Hb Still'Houfe, which coft him above 500 /. to 
" ereft. They puU'd all to pieces ; tore up his Stills 
" and Backs, and appraifing tlicm after their own 

" Manner, 
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** Manner, and at their abfolute Pleafure, fold them 
*» moft unrcafonably below the real Value. 

«* They fold three Stills^ with Worms and ^ubs^ for 
** 1 20 /. and the poor Man makes it appear, that one of 
" thofr Stillsy by the Weight of the Copper, came to 
" 102 /. and coft him fo much zxfecond Hand but a 
'* few Months before. 

" The Backs, and all the wooden Work, which coft 
'* him above 150 /. and which was all in good Con- 
" dition, fit for the. Trade, They fold for 3 /. 19. r. 6 d. 
** or thereabouts. 

" They fold as much Spirits for 7/. as They them- 
** felves had charged the poor Man with 1 8 /. Duty to 
*' the King. 

" And thus the poor Man and his Family were en- 
** tirely ruin'd and tum'd out of Doors ; and notwith- 
** ilanding all this Havock, and the Deftrudion They 
*' made of his Goods They fold them for 6 /. 11 s. 6d. 
" more than They demanded ; which yet They never 
" would return to the poor Man to this Day ; though 
** he haseamellly foUicited for it, and is reduced fo low, 
" that he has often wanted fuch a fmall Sum for Bread 

for his Family, and now works in a Still-Houfe, for 

weekly Wages to fublift his Children ; of whom, if 

Enquiry be made, I doubt not but the Reader may be 
" informed that I have related the Story rather in the 
" CommiJJioners Favour than otherwife ; being refolved 
*' to do Them Juftice, even in the woril Accounts I 
*' fhall give of their Behaviour. 

" The Storv of ruining Mr. Walker and his Family, 
** is ftill worlc than This ; of which They may hear 
*' hereafter. 
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To make good the Charge againft Tbemy in the Begin- 
ning of this fraSiy of den-^ing Jujiice to the DiftiJiers, 
when They complain of the Injury of their Officers, 
take the following Account, 

«« A C'^'"^^//? Diftiller, whofe Name the Commif 
«< ^j^ Ji oners cannot be ignorant of, when Thejr read 
«* the particulars, had a fallc Charge made upon him ; 
•* by which the Reader may pleafe to underltand, that 
<* he was charged by the Duty, for more Waft? than he 
** had in his Veflels ; but the Officer; being peremptory 
«* in his Charge, the Diftiller complained to the Com- 
** miffionerSf as the Law in that Cafe direfts. 

" When the Cafe came before the Commiffioners, con- 
" trary to all Courts ofjuftice in the World, which 
«* generally hear the Complainant firft, and then the 
*< DefcJidant -, They, to be particular as well as partial, 
«* taking the Cafe from the firll Complaint of the £)/- 
** ftiller, call up the Officer, and order him to give an 
" Account of the Faft. Having heard him only^ They 
•^ immediately gave their Judgment againft the Diftiller, 
«< without fo much as admitting him to reply, or hear- 
" ing his Evidence ; and refused to fwear a Servant he 
*< brought with him to prove the Fa6l. 

*« With what Face Men can thus pervert the known 
" and fundamental Articles of diftributive JuJlice^ I 
" cannot imagine; and ifTheyexpeA never to give 
<* Account for the'e Adlions, I'hcy muft certainly live 
*« in Hopes that, fome Time or other, Parliamentary 
** Authority fhall be fuppi-efs'd, and that Power die, 
" which has always been a Terror to the Exorbitances 
" and Exadions of infolent Tax Gatherers, 

" It is farrhcr remarkable in this Story, that the /)/- 
<' ftiller boldly tellirg Them, lie would feck for Juftice 
•* againft thcje Partialities ; one of the CommiffionerSy 
" and the great Manager of thcfe injurious Proceedings, 
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" viz. Mr. T , turning to the Solicitor^ askM,' 

** if the DiftiUer bad paid the Money for tbisfalfe 
*< Charge? To which he was anfwer'd, Tes, Well^ 
** well^ fays the CommiJJioner^ if we have but the 
'* Money, let himfeekfor Juftice where he can, and fee 
*• hotu he will get it again. 



To prove what is fuggefted of the Commiffioners con- 
niving at, and encouraging their Officers in the Op- 
prejpons of the Subjeft, and rewarding Them by the 
Penalties They raife ; take the following jhort Story, 
which will be publickly atteftcd by undoubted Evidence. 

*' A N Information was ordered to be brought by an 
*• jf^ OJfcer, againft a noted Dift tiler in Town, on 
•* Preience of fuch Breaches on the Laws of Excife ; 
** the Penalties of which would have rifen to a very 
** great Sum. 

" This Diftiller brought fuch plain Evidence of the 
** Faft, and fo well managed his Defence, that, in 
•* Spight of. their very good Will to ruin him. Things 
**'wcre fo very plain, and the Information fo weakly 
** fupported, 'rhey were forced to acquit him. 

** After the Dilappointment, and, as we fuppofe, to 
** comfort the Officer for the Lofs, a certain Commif- 
** fioner was heard io tell him. He was firry he could 
** not ferve him now ; but another Time he would make 
** him amends ; or Words to that EfFedl. 

" What can the Meaning of fuch an Expreffion be, 
but to encourage their Officers in their falfi Accufa- 
tions, and fupporting the Oppreffions They daily cx- 
eicife upon the Diftiller s ? 
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To prffve their putting ofF Hearing?, and tiring People 
with the Charge and Trouble ^Z' Attendance, among a 
Multitude of fuch Cafes, Mr, BowdenV is very re- 
markable, 

MR. Bozvden had an Information laid againft 
him ; which it is fuppofed could not be very 
clearly made out, and appearing to take his Triaij 
with his Witneffes and Council, wliom he had fee'd 
to attend ; without any Reafon given, or any Day 
'* dfjigr^dfor his farther Attendance^ the Hearing was 
" put off, 

" Some Time after This, when Mr. Bowden was 
'* occafionally at the Office^ upon other BuJinefs, and 
** without the leaft Notice of any fuch Thing, They 
" order'd him to be callM in, and told him, They woiHd 
** then hear it. It w as a long Time, and with great 
*^ Difficulty, that he prevail'd upon Them to put it 
•* off; ailed ging, that he was unprovided of bis Evi- 
*• dence. Papers, and Council, for his Defence, 

" After This, it was delay 'd again ht feveral Tifnes ; 
" and at la ft, being infbrm'd that his Servant^ who was 
** his Evidence, was gone from him, and lived as far as 
BriftoU They fummon'd him to a Trial perenhptorily 
by ^Jhort Day ; {o that it was impoffible for him to 
** fetch up his Evidence, and by this Advantage cafl 
** him. 

For Shams and trifling Pretences againft Tradelmen, 
and for which They have been arbitrarily |£ned ; take 
the following, out of many more ready to be produced 
at Demand. 

MR. Peaft *, the firewer, at the Peacock in 
White-Crofsfireet, a Man of an unqueftion'd 
Kepixtition, and every way fupenor to the beft of 

* Afterwards Sir Eelix Peaft ^ 
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** tbe/e CommiJJioners^ both in CharaBer and Eftate^ 
*« being allow'd, by all, that have Judgment in the 
" I'hing, to be the greateft Brewer in England^ and I 
•« {uppofe in the World, and who I believe (fpeaking 
«• by gaefe) has in his time paid 200,000/. Excife t9 
«< the Crcton ; fome fay much more. 

•* This Gentleman keepmg an Engine or two always 
*« in his Yard, to be ready, in Cafe any Accident of 
** Fire fhould happen, had order'd his Men (as it is 
** very neceflary to do, and as They ufed to do about 
** once a Month) to try the Engine ^ that They might 
** be fatisfied it was in order. 
. " Upon This,, the Mob coming into the Yard to 
** fee it play, it happcn'd that, among the Crowd, 
** the Exeijman was commg to hb Buiinefs. This 
** the Servants could not, and offer'd to make Affidavit 
** They did not fee. In playing the Engine ^ the 
** Servant, turning the Spout among the Crowd, as in 
" fport is frequendy done, he chanced to wafh His 
** Honour, the Excifeman, who appcar'd cxceed- 
** ingly affronted at the Indignity ofter'd to his 
*• Quality ; and tho' the Servants ask'd his Pardon, 
** and profefs'd They did not fee him, (and theMafter 
** not prefent) yet he could not be appeafed ; but 
*• goes the next Day to the Office ; makes his Com- 
*• plaint to the Commiffioners^ and brings an Informa^ 
*' tion againll Mr. Fenfty for his Servant*s obftrudling 
** him in the Execution of his Office ; the Penalty 
** for which, by Ad of Parliament, is 20 /. 

** This came to Trial before the CommiJJioners ; 
** who, notwithllanding the Circumftances weie 
proved as above, gave Judgment againft Mr. Feaft 
for 20 /. and upon his Appeal, the CommiJJioners of 
Af^peal connxWi^ it; and he paid 20/." iov wetting 
the Jacred Coat of a beggarly Rajcal; that had he 
«* defign'd nothing but his Bufitiejs^ might have gone 
*f two or three other ways into the Brewhouje^ and 
•« not have come within reach of the Engine, 

* One 
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One Mr. Henry Hall, a Cyder-maker, had a Ware- 

houfe at fome dif ance from his Dwelling-Houfe ; 
«* and having fome Bufinefs at his Warehoufe, he 
*« found the ExHfeman knocking at the Door ; but 
«' his Servant, whofe Bufinefs was in the faid Ware- 
•* houfe, was gone out, and the Door lock'd. 

** The Excifeman demanded Entrance, and Mr. Hall 
•< defiring him to flay till he could find the Man, who 
« he thought had been at the Warehouje, the Excife- 
*' man feem'd uneafy ; at which Mr. Hall orderM 
" another of his Servant*, who came witli him, 
*< immediately to break open the Door, that the 
" Excifeman fhould have no Pretence upon him ; 
« which the Excifeman perceiving, and that if the 
*< Door was open'd. He fhould lofe the Opportunity 
«< oS. informing, immediately goes away and would not 
«« flay to fee the Door open'd, but lays an In- 
*^ formation for 15 /. for being deny'd Entrance; on 
" which Information the CommifjUoners gave Judg- 
** ment ; and the Court of Appeals, to whom Mr. Hall 
«* had Recourfe, confirmed the faid Judgment. 

** Another Prank like This was play'd by an Exdfe- 
** man with Mr. Tendril, a Dtfliller in Holbourn, 
" The Excifeman, in the Dead of the Night, when 
" Mr. Tendril was in Bed and afleep (taking a Con- 
*« flable from the Watch) comes to his Door, and not 
** offering to awake Mr. F(?/?^r/7, or any of his Family, 
*' demanded Entrance ; which Mr. Tendril (as I know 
" not how he fhould, being afleep) took no Notice of. 

*< At the fame Time, the Officer pretended the 
«« Chimney fmoalCd, and call'd the Watchman to take 
«' Notice of it, which he did 5 but declared He could 
-•• . not perceive it to fmoke. 

" Notwithftanding I'hi?, away goes He ; lays an 
" Information againfl Mr. Tendril ; and upon the Trial 
<« the Officer fwore that the Chimney did fmoke 5 the 
<« Conftable fwore it did not ; no Proof was made that 
*< Mr. Tendril, or his Servants, were at Work ; as, 

*^ indeed. 
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** indeed, They were not; but ^// in Bed ; yet the 
** CommiJJi oners gave Judgment againft Him for 15/. 
** alledging, by their Solicitor, that They ought to keep 
" a Serz'ant always fitting up, to let in the Exciicman, 
•* whenever he (bought fit to come. 

•• It woiild be a Hiftory too long for any Man*s 
** Reading to fet down all the harbarom Treatment the 
•* Queen's Subjeib daily meet with from thefe Gentle- 
** men Excifimen ; their arbitrary Judgments ; clandefi- 
•* iine, and moft villainous Methods of firprizing the 
** Innocent ; , and their partial and pofitive determining 
" Things againfi Law, Reafi)n, ^nd apparent Tclli- 
*• mony of F»6t. 



«» 



How They have determined the fame Fa£l as criminal 
in one, and acquitted it in another, is plain from the 
following Inflame. 

" CfOHN VANDEN BEND EN, Sweets 
** J maker, at Dowgate, had a private Copper, for 
** making of Sweets', which He was informed 

** againft for making Ufe of, without entring at the. 
•* Excife-Office ; and coming to a Trial, He was ac- 
** quitted; not that it was mt made Ufe of, but ai 
«• not being within the AH. 

« « ROWLAND FRTE, Sweet-maker, m Mor^ 
<* gan^i Lane, Southwark, much about the iame Time, 
<* and for the very fame individual Kind ofFaSf, wag 
** try'd on an Information, for making Ufe of a private 
*« Copper, for making Sweets, and iYlq CommiJJi oners 
•' gave Judgment againft Him for 50 /. 

If any Man pould enquire into the Reafins of thefe 
Partialities, They muft find thcvi in the Excife Office. 
No Man elfe can refohe them. 

Vox. X. A a NUMB. 
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J): Certificate, fign^d by the principal Druggifb in 
Toton, in Anfwer to a Paragraph in the Daily 
Courant of Saturday Dec. 2, 1732, 

WHEREAS the principal Druggifts Ih Town 
are charged in a Paragraph in the Daily 
Courant of Saturday, December 2, 1732, with being 
the Promoters of an A£i pajfed in the tenth Year of the 
late Kingj for repealing certain "Duties upon Cofiee, Tea, 
and Cocoa, and for granting certain Inland Duties in 
lieu thereof ^c, (by which A£l Coffee, Tea, and 
Chocolate are fubjeSted to the Laws of Excife) by ad- 
vifing the Claujes in it^ which relate to Entries of all 
Flacesy where fuch Commodities are made or kept, and 
to the Tower it gives the Officer to enter into fuch 
P laces f and to injpe^ and take an Account qf fuch Com- 
' moditiesy and injtnuating that They did advife the paffing 
the faid Ali.^^Tht Druggifts do hereby pofitively 
deny, and difavow fuch Charge as a notorious Falfe- 
hood. 

The Bill pointed out too plainly the Rigour and 
Hardfhips, with which the Execution of fuch a Law 
would pe attended (and which They have lince too 
feverely felt) for Them to be pre fumed the Advifers of 
it. They were defirous to preferve their Houfes t9 
ihemfelves^ and not have them liable to be entered into 
at the Will and Pleafure of every unknown petty Officer \ 
a;nd to have the Difpofal of their own Goods^ after the 
Duties were paid, without the Pcrmiifion o^ or ac- 
counting for them to any Perfbn whatfocver \ and to 
preferve the Circumftances of their Trade, their 
Cuftomers Names and Places of Abode, from being 

expofed 
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expoied to the Officers ofExcife^ and to fuch other 
Perfons, to whom They might think fit to com- 
municate the fame; ana alfo, in cafe.of any Diipute^ 
to have the Matter determined, according to th^ 
antient Privilege of Englijbmen^ by a Jury (f iwehi 
good Metfy who are fwom to do Juftice indifierendy, 
and not by the fummary Decilion of Commiffioners^ 
removeable at Pleafure. 

For thefe Rcaibns, the Druggifts ftrenuoufly oppofed 
the BilL They petition'd the Parliament againft it ; 
and when their Petition had the hard Fate to be rc- 
jefted. They propofed feveral Expedients to make the 
Law eaiier to Them ; which were undertaken and 
promifed by the worthy Gentleman^ who alone hath 
the Honour of being thought the ProjcBor and Advifer 
of it, and who only hath found his Account in it. 




Aas JHi 
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BUDGET Open'd. 

OR, AN 

ANSWER 

TO A 
PAMPHLET intitled, 

^ LETTER/Mw fl Member of Pah- 
' 'n the CfttKlrj, tearemiag 



Jam Silis baiana , 

Bis fenaa Urquint Hyemes, cervieiias ex qm 
Hieret iri/li Jagum, utftris jam. biBibui lilt 
Cunftnuit, Hegsamque sibi tit- vinJUat earns. 

Claudian. 



ST length, the ^jounuin is dcliva'd. 

T The grand Myftfry, which was long 
( deem'd too ftcred for the unhallow'd 
1 Eyes of the People, Is rcveal'd. What 
' is reveal'd f ^—Nothing, but what has 
" been known, confuted and eJtplodcd 
long before it was publickly acknowled|cd i for it now 
pppears, by the Famphlet iwder our Coniidcrauoiit to 
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be the very fame TrajeSy deftrudlive di Commerce and 
dai^erous to Liberiyy which it was at firft apprehended 
to be, notwithftanding the (hamelels Endeavours q£ 
hirei^ Writers to perftiade the People, that it wa* 
only the chimerical Offspring oidifaffehed and f editions 
Brains. 

There are (b many diflinguifhing Marks of a great 
Hand in this Letter, that the Author had no Occalion, 
to prefix his l^ame to it. The ProjeSlor himfelf ap- 
pears in every Page ; the fame great Genius, who pa* 
tronized the Scheme of Excife on Coffee^ Tea and Cbo^ 
colate; who was (b glorioufly inftrumental in procu- 
ring the memorable Addition of 115,000/. to the 
Civil List, by way of ^rr^^r; who brought about- 
the Revival and Contmuance of the Salt Duty, for 
three Tears, to fupply the current Expences of the Go- 
vernment, for one Tear j and hath effedlnally fecurcd 
our Liberties by a Standing Army, or a Land Force 
of 1 8000 Soldiers, in Times of Peace. ' 

I fliall therefore take the Liberty, in the following 
Pages, toaddrefs myfelf toH/>, under this Mask of a 
Letter-writer and a Member of Parliament, 

You are pleafcd, Sir, to dignify the Title-Page of 
your Letter with a trite old litin Maxim, Magna efl 
Veritas i^ pravalebit ', but You are fb unfortunate 
in fwclling the Bulk of your Performance with falfe 
Fa8s 2Xi^ fallacious Arguments, that I think your Motto 
would run much better thus ; Magna efl Venalitas 
y travakhit. 

You begin with acquainting your Friends in the 
Country, that You v^cvq fur prized Tuxidi concern" d 2it.t\iQ 
Receipt of their Letter ; and You are pleafed to be very 
circumftantial in giving Them your Realbns for both. 

Your Surprize, it fcems, arofe from the Alteration 
of their Sentiments, fince You converfed wirh Them 
laft in the Country. You fay, that //'v converting the 
Duties on Tobacco and Wine from Culloms into an 
Excise zp as Part of the Subje^ of your Difcourfe, at 

that 
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that Time. I am afraidy Sir^ your Memory fiub yen 
a little, and that the Relation of this Conference with 
your EIe3ors ia not minutely exaft ; for, if we may 
judge by your G)ndufl iince, that odious Word Excise 
could never eicape your cautious Lips. It is probable 
enough that You might inveigh z^icAFrauas in tbg 
Revenue, and that your Friends might agree with You, 
as every reafonable Man will, that they ought to be 
prevented. But give me Leave, Sir, to ask you one 
Queftion. Did You, upon your Honour, let Them 
into the Secret, that You mtended to iaddle Them with 
an Army of Excife Officers, on this Account, and try 
Them by a Jury of Commi£ioners P — If You bad 
been fo communicative, at that Time, I dare iay it 
would, in fome Meafure, have prevented your frtfini 
Surprize, 

So much for your Surprize, But vour Concern Mr$fi 
from another Point, which touched You nearly. You 
fecm to be terribly nettled, that your EleBors have 
taken the Liberty of defiring You, as their Refrefenia^ 
live, to confult their Intcreil ; and that You are not 
permitted to ail uniyajs^d, as You call it ; That is, in 
plain Englijh, this inftruSiing Martingal fits a litde un- 
cafy on your Neck. You would willingly have your 
Head at full Liberty, to run without Controul, as your 
Pafiions, or private Intcrell, might dircft You. Nay, 
You go farther and tell Them, that you cannot receive 
their Letter as a Command', nor a6l according to it, 
fho'iid your P.eafon and Confcievce be on the other Side 
of the Qi|c(lion. In order to maintain this DoilrinCy 
You arc obliged to give Yourfelf a very pretty Cha- 
raftcr, and applaud your own Conduft, wh'iljl Tom 
have bad the Honour to fcrve Them in Parliament, At 
the fame Time, You arc under an unluppy Neceffity- 
of traducing Thofe, ^v}lom You repi^cfcnt, as a Parcel 
of Fools or Madmen, \\\\o are injlruclcd to inftruii i 
bccaufc They happen to tonair in Opinion with the 
Merchants oi London and all the £,rcaC trading Towns in 

England^ 
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England This is fo &r from being an Argument to 
yourPurpofei that it is an evident Proof of the Wifdom 
and Reatonablenefs of their ConduA. But the Mean- 
ing of this notable Expoihilation with your Electors is 
very plain. Can you fancy any Body fo weak as to 
think it intended for their Ufe, or Satisiaftion ? No, 
5/r, it is evidendy defign'd as a Cue to the Reprefenta- 
tives of the People in general, not to pay any Regard to 
their Applications, (which They have an undoubted 
Right to make) and to induce Them to a£l in the fame 
arbitrary and independent Manner, on this Occafion, as 
You feem refolved to do Yourfelf. 

Having premifed thefe Points, You proceed \o the 
Particulars of your Concern 5 that the Danger of a%^ 
neral Excife has been ecchoed through the Nation ; and 
ihat your Eleftors hat/e defired Ton to oppofe any Propoji* 
ticn^ that hath the leaft Tendency to it* 

I mufl own, 5/>, that your Concern, as to this Ar- 
ticle, is founded upon too much Reafbn. The Danger 
of a general Excife has juftly alarm'd the whde Na- 
tion. The;;^have already felt the Rigour of Excife 
Laws ; and as the leaft Extenjion of them is one Step 
towards a general Excife, They have very wifely be- 
fought their Refrefentaiives to guard againfl it, under 
any Shape, or Diiguife whatfoever. 

You ask very gravely, (like one, who has made a 
"Riot) What is the Meaning of all this Difturbance ? 
To whom are thefe Terrors owing ? I anfwcr, they arc 
owing to the Man, who projedled this glorious Scheme ; 
to the fame indefatigable Genius, ever bufy in devifing 
Ways and Means to grieve and opprcfs his Fcllow-Sub« 
jefts. 

But give me Leave to ask You, in my Turn, why 
You arc fo angry at the Imputation of dcfigning a gene^ 
ral Excife? If the Excifes, already eflablifh'd, are fb 
extremely beneficial to the Pablick, as You reprefenc 
them, why fhould they not be made as exteniive aa 
polSbIc ? Why fhould V ou lay the leifl Relbainc on 

your 
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your Munificence, to the Publick? Why do You not 
make the Bleffing o£Excifes as general and unlimited, 
as your own Power ? But, perhaps. You may 

think fuch a Torrent of Happinefs at once would quite 
overwhelm us ; and we muft gratefully acknowledge 
You have been long preparmg us for it, by no flow 
Degrees. 
You now feem to grow a little more ferious; and, after 
a formal Argument to prove that Taxes are necejfary in 
all Governments, You conclude, without a rifible Mufcle 
on your Face, that the chief Care of the Legijlature 
ought to confift in impofing fuch Taxes , as may be eafieft 
borne by the whole Body of the People, I believe, fey 
You, that thefe Maxims will remain uncontroverted % 
and I am of the fame Opmion ; for I believe there is not 
a Lad at Eton School fo ignorant, as not to fte the Force 
of them, or to hold an Argument with You on that 
Subjeft. — — But let us now fee your Application of 
thefe wife Maxims. 

You tell us, with the fame Gravity, that the prefent 
Revenue, appropriated for the Payment of^mur Debts, is 
more than fufficient to anfwer the annual Interefl", and 
to difcharge yearly one Million of the Principal. 

I am ready to allow that the Revenue is already more 
than fufficient for all thefe Ends ; but You know. Sir, 
that a pojfe ad effe non valet Confequentia, You do not 
fay that one Million per Ann. of the Principal of our 
Debts hath been aftually difcharged, though it might 
have been ; nor do I think it is ablblutely certain that 
fuch an annual Sum will be diicharged for the future, 
without incurring any new Debts y srd give me Leave 
to oblerve that a Million per Jnn. in perpetuum, to be 
colleftcd by the Crown, md without Appropriation, may 
fome Time or other be attended with mifchievous Con- 
fequences to the Publick. / 

If This, Sir, is the Fafty what can You mean by 
endeavouring to harrafs the People with new Burthens, 
under any Shape ? You reply very magiilcrially, thai 

You 
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You have found out a Method o^ fupplying all the an- 
nual Exigencies of the Government^ without burthen- 
ing the Land, without laying any new Duty oh any 
Commodity whatfoever, or any additional Duty on awf 
Commodity already tax*d. And how, I pray, is This 
to be done ? Why by an Alteration only of the prefent 
Method of collecting the publtck Revenuesy as to thofe tw9 
Commodities of Wine and Tobacco. — So then, — 
out it comes at la ft. The Budget is open'* d 9 and our 
State Emperick \idXh. difpenfed his Packets by his Z<7«y 
C$uriers through all Parts of the Kingdom. For my 
felfi I do not pretend to undcrlland this Art of po^ 
litical Legerdemain ; nor can I find out the Difference 
between a new Tax, and a new Method of co Hefting an 
§ld TaXy which will bring in a Sum, equivalent to a 
new one. I cannot poflibly conceive from whence this 
additional Money is to come, unlefs it be out of the 
Pockets of the People ; or in what the Difierence to 
Them will confift, whether They pay it by Cuftoms^ or 
Excife \ unlefs it be in the additional Oppreffion, in 
the Method of coUefting the latter. 

You tell us, that You are coiifident this Alteration^ in 
the Method of ColleSiion^ wilT produce the Efiefts be- 
fbremention'd ; but You are fo good as to acknowledge^ 
that in order to prove This, it is neceffary in thefirft Place 
to lay it down as a Truths that great and monftrous 
Frauds are committed in the Importation and Exporta- 
ttM of thofe two Commodities. 

Now let us fuppofe, in Anfwer to Thb, that I fhould 
Ic^ it down as a Truths without any Proof to fupport 
my Poftulatum, that no Frauds at all are committed in 
the Importation, or Exportation of thefe Commodities ; 
would You not think it a very extraordinary Method of 
Reafoning ? ■ But we have no Occalion to retort 
foch Arguments upon You, and fcom to prefs You any 
farther upon this Head. We are ready to admit that 
Frauds are committed by fome unfair Dealers in thefe 
Commodities^ as well as i;i all others ; and I beUeve it 

wiU 
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will be ahvays found imprafticable to prevent Frauds^ 
of fome Kind, in whatever Manner the Revenues may 
be collcdled, or to whatever Sort of Laws they may be 
fubjetl. You know, 5/>, that Men in Office will be 
corrupt. Little Fellows 9 with low Salaries, will be apt 
fometimcs to copy their Superiors ; and as They lye 
under more Temptation, it cannot be expefted They 
Ihould be always above the Influence of a Bribe. The 
whole Wifdom of the Legijlature hath been many Years 
cmploy'd in preventing . the Officers of the Revenue^ 
{^\}Ci great and fmall) as well as the fraudulent Tra- 
ders, from being Copartners in this Sort of Iniquity. — 
They have long attempted it, I {ay, but hitherto with- 
out Succefs. 

Now You would do well to inform us how your 
Scheme will prevent thefe collufive Frauds. Will the 
giving thefe Fellows different Names, while They con« 
tinue under the fame [mail Salaries and Temptations, 
immediately coHvert Them mxo Men of Confcience and 
Honour f — — Is there any inherent Virtue in the Cha- 
nidler of an Excifeman f — — Will not a good Bribe , 
well apply*d, operate as efic6lually upon Him as a 
Cuftom-Houfe Offittr f And is it not equally the Inte- 
reft of the fraudulent Trader to corrupt one^ as well as 
the other? 

But You are pleafed to give us a Detail of ieveral 
Frauds, committed by fome unfair Traders in Tobacco 
and Wine. As I am not a Dealer in either of thefe 
Commodities, any more than Yourfelf, it cannot be ex- 
pelled that I ihould give You a particular Anfwer ; but, 
upon the beft Enquiries I have been able to make, I 
have Reafon to believe that the chief Part of your 
Charge is &lfe and groundlefs. 

You tell us, with Regard to the Tobacco Tnide, that 
the Publick is liable, and hath been doubly defrauded by 
fklfe Weights, and felfe Meafures, viz. fmall Weights 
en Importation, by which the Duty is paid ; large 

Weights 
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. Weights m Exportation, ly which the Duty is drawn 
back. 

Now, I am inform'd ( and my Information feems 
to be founded on Reafon) that the fame lawful Weights 
and Meafures are ufed both on Importation and £xpor« 
tation by the Officers of the Cuftoms ; and that, inftead 
of me Officer attending at the Scale, as You reprcfent 
the Cafe, there are never lefs than Hjree ; viz, the 
Weigher y me Land-Waiter ^ and a ^hifs Husband ; but 
I am told there are generally more ; Surveyors being of. 
ten with Them, and other proper Checks, Befides, the 
Place of weighing, in the Cufloms^ is not, as in the 
QsSco^ Excife, by one Officer in private 5 but hy feve^ 
ral Officers on {om.Q open, lawful ^ay, v/h&re Coopers 
md Porters muft attend, and other Per fons may and 
frequently do attend ; fo \!caX. frauds, in the Weight of 
tobacco, do not fcem to be veiy pradlicable, even un* 
der the prefent Regulations, 

You tell us ferther that the Revenue is defrauded of 
200 /. Weight of Tobacco in every Hogfhead on Impor^ 
tatim, and as much on Exportation ; befides the Ad- 
vantage, which the Fa6lor makes, if He be a bold Ad- 
vsvturer (as You are pleafed to ftyle Him) by having 
the Tobacco Jhipt and cut abroad, and getting it run in 
again. 

This Way of Reafoning, Sir, is afferting a great deal 
and proving nothing. Can You be fo vain as to ima- 
gine that your Ipfe dixit, without any Vouchers, will 
pais current for Authority, and blaft the Reputation of 
a numerous and ufefulBody of Men? You are pleafed, 
indeed, to fuppofe a Cafe, in which fuch Frauds have 
been committed^ and tell us that You are able to prove 
it not ill grounded. This, perhaps, may be true ; 
and what then ? Inftances, no doubt, may be produced 
of fuch Praftices ; but a few particular ^-afes ought not 
to be extended to the whole Trade in general, and in- 
volve the Innocent with the Guilty, All your fine Ar- 
guments, drawn from this Suppoiition, are therefore 

nothing 
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nothing to the Purpofe. Befides, You are obliged fo 
ackno\\'lcdge that the Connivance of a corrupted Officer 
is neceflary to thefe fraudulent TranfaSlions ; fo that the 
Queftion ftill recurs, whether the dubbing thefe Gentle- 
men with a new Title at the Old Jewry will prevent 
the fame FraStices^ and prove a fovereign Antidote a- 
gainft Corruption. 

You feem to infinuate that the Importer is not accoun- 
table to the Publick for his Bond, till after the Expira- 
tion of tbree Tears ; whereas it is payable, by Aft of 
Parliament, in eighteen Months ; fo that if the Tobacco 
is not exported within that Time, the Bond may be put 
in Suit ; or He muft pay Inter eft for die Money. 

In another Part of your Work, You come to Parti- 
culars, and give us an Account of a fraud, which feems 
very curious. You tell^ us that the Dealers in Tobacco 
are guilty of one M^ery of Iniquity, by preffing it clofe 
to make it dry and light on Importation.^ Pray, ^/>, 
where did you make this new Difcovery in Philoibphy, 
that prefpng a Commodity clofe will make it Hght, or that 
keeping tlic Air from it, which is likewife thit Effeft 
of pr effing it clofe, will make it dry /* I am fure, it is 
the common rraftice of all experienced Smoakers to 
keep their Tobacco prefs'd clofe down with a Weight 
upon it, not to make it dry, but to preferve it moift ; 
and as to that ingenious My/^ery of makmg a Commodity 
/i^irht, by pr effing it ckfe together, you feem to have con- 
ful ted your /r/^ Advocate, Car us, and to have built 
your Argument on the wrong Side of that vulgar Pro* 
blcm ; which is the heavicfty a P$und of Lead, or a 
Found of Feathers ? 

But You make ftill deeper Difcoveries in this Myftery 
cf Iniquity; for befides preffing it clofty to make it dry 
£?:d light on Importation^ You tell us that They iikewife 
water and wet //, ei'en to the Increafe of one. fourth Part 
of the Weight on Exportation. "^^--^-Ai you before gave 
i^s a Specimen of your Learning in Staticks, ib you here 
dircover the fame Knowledge in the Qualities di Water ; 

which 
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which may be call'd your Honour's new Theory of 
Hydroftaticks, But as I do not pretend to be fo great an 
Adept as Yourfelf, I hope you will be fo good as to in- 
form me how Tobacco can be increafed one fourth Pdrt 
in the Weighty without damaging, or intirely fpoiling it. 
I wiih likewife You would be pleafed to explain ano- 
ther Point, that no Duty is paid for two Hirds of the 
Wine and Tobacco confumed at Home, This is to me 
a very extraordinary Affertion, and feems to ftand in 
Need of fome ferther Proof As you value Yourfelf, in 
this Performance, for fpealdng Truths^ and call upon the 
angry Man to anfwer them, I hope you will defcend 
to Particulars, and then the World will judge what 
Regard ought to be paid to your Veracity. 

It hath been often allow'd that Frauds have been 
committed in the Tobacco Trade ; tho', confidering the 
Bulkynefs of that Commodity, it feems imprafticable to 
run it in any fuch Degree, as You reprefent. Eut why 
don't You tell the World where tbefe Frauds are chiefly 
carry'd on, if not countenanced ? You cannot be igno- 
nxktfSir, of the clandelline Trade, in this Commodity, 
between Glafcow and other northern Parts of the King- 
dom. Yet this Myftery of Iniquity is not fb much as 
hinted at, thro' your whole Letter. What can be the 
Meaning of io much Tend crncfs, and even Partiality to 
OUT Fellow Subjcdls of Scotland^ at this Jundlure ? Why 
fuch a total Silence on this Head ; as if They had no 
Concern in the prefent Scheme, either as to the Difeafe^ 
or the Remedy propofed by it ? A few Days will fhew 
their Senfe ot this Matter, and whether They are more 
leiign'd to the Will of a Minijier, than is ufual in Cafes 
of national Concern ; for however They may flatter 
themfelves, the Day mull come at laft, that will bring 
Them to an Equality of Taxes y and oblige Them to 
fubmit to the fame Burthen with ourfclves. 

As to Frauds, on this Side the Tweed, whatever they 

may be, why arc they confined wholly to the Cujlomsf 

It is very well known that Excifes have been at- 

VoL. X, B b tended 
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tended with as great Myfteries of Iniquity ^ as the Cuf- 
fomsi particularly in Norfolk ; where a fraudulent 
Traffick hath been carry'd on with great Succcls, for 
many Years, in the Duties upon Malty by the fimne 
Metliodsy which You are pleafed to charge on the 
Dealers in Tobacco. If therefore Excifes have fuch « 
fecret Virtue in them, as to (andlify their O^r/r/, and 
keep their Fingers undefiled, how camelliey to lofe 
theu- Purity, and fall into the fame wicked Arts with 
the Officers of the Cuftoms ? Perhaps, 5/>, your own 
Knowledge of thefe Frauds in Malt might fumifh Yon 
with the firft Hint of this glorious Scheme ; and the 
Corruptions of Excifes in Norfolk give You Reafbn to 
fufpedl the fame Abufcs in the Cuftoms at London, fiyt 
fuppofing all thefe Praftices to be true of tlie Cuftom- 
houfe Officers ; why are they not prevented, or punifliM 
by Thofe at the Head of our Finances ? ——Are 
the Laws J or the Extent of their Power ^ too Ihort to 
reach thefe Offaiders f Is Corruption grown ^ in- 
veterate, as well as epidemical a Malady> that it is be- 
come incurable ? Hath the Countenance it hath 

received from our Superiors^ and even from ibme of 
thcw^ holy Order of Men J given it a Sanation, that 

makes it fafe, as weU as fafhionable ? We know 

from whence thefe Officers derive their Authority, and 
by whom They are appointed. Have their Frincipah 
received any fuch Complaints againll Them, and have 
there been no Examples of Punifhment ? Or will thele 
Abufes admit of no Reformation, without dellroying 
^rade and Liberty, or, to fpeak in Scripture-Language, 
laying this Exciie-Axc to the Root of the Tree f 

\es, 5/>, if your Scheme be really for the Improve- 
ment of the Revenue^ and nor mceriy aPZ/ff ofFower^ 
I believe I could my-clf propofe a Remedy againit 
moft of thefe Evils ; for if tliere is the leall Difterence 
borwccn Exdjetiien and Cfftom-houfe Officer s^ it cannot 
p iTibly confiil in any Ihing but This ; that the JiSr- 
aj^i*- arc appointed by ihs^dmrniffiomrs of Excifi^ who 

may 
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may have EJipctience of their Fidelity, as well as Abi- 
lities, and therefore arc, in fome Manner, anfvverabAtf 
K)r ihcir Condud ; whereas the latter are the Creatures 
ol the freafurf^ and recommended from fuch high 
lUnds^ as render Thcni almoft independent of thSr 
Mailers at the Ctiflofn-houfe, Therefore, 5/r, before 
You nuke any invidious Comparilbns bet^veen ont Com* 
tnijjun and the other ^ you would do well to put thcfti 
iiix)n an Equality, in this Refpedl, and give the Cov^ 
Piffftonen of the Cuftotm the fame Power of nominating 
and advancing thctr Officers^ as Thole of the Excifi 
havcalrcidy. I am told that This was praflifed m 
the Time of OfU of your Predecejfors ; and if You pleafe 
to revive it, 1 believe You will find no great Difference 
between Them, in Point oi Honefty^ or Ability i but» 
it fccm?, flu Regulations will anfvvcr your Purpofc, but 
iuhje6\ing \\\tCtiftoms to the Lnwi of Exdfe i and in 
this Point, Sir, we mull beg Leave to hope that the 
fame Difference vf\\\ be continued forever. 

'I'he Freiuds in the Wine Tirade fucceed in their 
Courfe J and though You have not advanced one Ar- 
gument, on this Head, but what hath been frequently 
cxpolcd already, I plainly perceive by the Air of 
'iViumph, whh which you deliver yourfelf on this Part 
of the Suhje^l, tliat you will impute it to Want of A- 
biHt% if 1 fhould pals it by, without any Notice. 

You tell us, that a great deal cfWine is clandclUnely 
run ; and that the greatefi Part of what is fold in puU 
lick Houfes is nothing but a poifonous Compofition ef 
unknown Materials, In another Place, You fay that 
the knavijh Coopers and Fintners fell ten times the 
^antities of the Wines They pur chafe from the honeft 
Merchant^ by their unreasonable Mixtures of cheap and^ 
perhaps, poifonous Materials. 

Here likcwife we are willing to admit, as it hath 
been ailow'd already in the Courfe of this long De- 
bate, that there ai-c Frauds and Impoptions in this 
Branch of Trade^ by the Mixture and Adulteration of 

B b 2 Wines ; 
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Wines j but we cannot conceive them to be fb exoibi« 
tant in the i^antity, or fo noxious in the ^aiitj^ as 
You fet them forth. 

You mull excufc me, 5/>, if I take Notice tljac 
the Manner, in which this Part of the Argument Ou 
been treated by YoUy and efpecially your Advocates^ is 
not only indecent^ but impolitick. Had this Regulatkm 
of the Wine Trade been calculated only for the Go9d rf 
Mankind t and to prelerve the Health of bis Majfftfs 
SubjeSls'y it was furely your Intereil to conciliate ine 
Minds of all People to it, efpecially Tho!e moft afieQed, 
by cool Realbning, and fmooth Words. But fuppofing 
your great Regard for our Conjiitutions might tranTport 
you a little beyond ihe Bounds of Decency againll thoie 
common Poifoners^ the Vintners', what OccafioD was 
there to treat their Wives and Daughters iu (o cavalier 
a Manner, as a Parcel of Bawds and Whores^ who wcic 
at the Ser\'ice of every drunken Rake? ■ Have You 
then met with fo little Oppofition to your Scheme, as 
to encourage your Advocates to exafperate Feeble in 
this Manner, and add the Infults of brutal Language 
to the Terrors of an Excife ? 

But inrtcad of Realbning with You any farther on 
this Subjcdl, give me Leave to ask You a few Queftions. 

With ^vhat View can You infill fo much on the 
foijonous Comp&jtticns of the Coopers and Wine Brewers f 
—Do You really defign that nothing but Nctt Wines 
/hall be fold for ^/VAvr* — Have You no Apprchcn- 
fions that This will deflroy the very End of your 

ProjeSl ? Come \ lay your Hand on your Heart, 

and declare the Truth freely ; that it is not your De- 
fign to prefcrve the People of England from being fei^ 
for^dt but to increafe the Revenue, by laying a Duty of 
JiX Pounds on every Hogfhead of Poifon^ ibid to Them 
by Authority. Be fo good as to Ut us know whether 
the Officers will be ordcr'd to take no Duty upon any 
Liquors caird Wines, but what lliey fliall be afTuFed 
are pure f Or, if Thij (hould b* the Cafe, doa'c You 

think 
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think it will be fbmething difficult to pick up Officers 
ci fuch ezquifite Palates, as to diftinguifh real Wlms 
horn the artful Compofitions of thefe fubtle Wizards^ 
(as your Advocates call Them ) the Coopers and Wine^ 
Brewers f Or, if You ihould be fb happy as to get a 
compleat QJleflion of thefe ingenious Jrtifts^ and. by 
their Means intirely dellroy our Home-ManufaSure of 
Wine ; what would be the Coniequence ? Would not 
the Price of Wine be advanced ? Might not that Ad- 
vance lefTen the Confumption^ and confequently dinii- 
nifh the Revenue f Nay, if it (hould happen to be at- 
tended with none of thefe Confequences, and the fame 
^antity of Wine Ihould continue to be drunk in Eng* 
iandy muft it not valUy inlaige the Importation of /^ 
reign Wines, according to your own excellent Calcula- 
tion, and turn the Ballance of that Trade intirely agaihft 
us? 

Having defcanted, in this learned Manner, on the 
mjfterious Iniquities committed by the Dealers in Wine 
and Tobacco, You affeft a great deal of Concern for 
the poor People o^ England; whom, with a filly Pathos, 
you flyle the unhappy Sufferers, and are fb good as to 
profcfs Yourfelf their Advocate, Your Compaflion for 
their Sufferings, at this Time, is truely hcroicaJ, and 
comes with a peculiar Grace from the Mouth of One^ 
who hath wantonly iported, for many Years paft, with 
Pains, Penalties and Taxes, But there feems to be, at 
the fame Time, a little Spleen and Uneafinefs mix*d 
up with thefe ProfefCons of Sorrow and JffeSion for 
the People. You tcli us, with a very awkard Sneer, 
that // is almoft impcjfible to believe that, in thefe Days 
^Reformation, there will not be the fame Zeal 
Jkewn againft Tho'^c, who defraud the whole Body of 
the People in fo open, fo notorious, fo avowed and pub' 
Itck a Manner, as there hath juftly been exprefid a- 
gainft Thofc, who have been guilty of the like Crimes 
againft particular Societies, or a few patticular Pcrlbns. 

Here, Sir, if I take you rightly, your Joy is not 
quite lincerc. You do not fccm to be altogether plea- 

Bb 3 fed 
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fed with thcfe Days o/' Reformation. Methinks 
I fee You in your Clofet, while You are writing this 
dcgjnt PaiTagc, knitting your Brows, and muttering to 
YouHelf— Charitable Corporation ! — Der- 
WENTWATER ! — YoRK BuiLDiNGs ! — Where the 
Devil will this Reformation endV 

I thought, 5/r, all was not quite right with You by 
the laft Paragraph ; and in the next You difcover it 
very plainly ; for You immediately drop the fmooth, 
cajoling Style, and, lofing all your Temper at once, 
call every Body about you, Jacobites and Repub- 
lic an 8. You feem, indeed, to be a little fenfible of 
your Diforder, by owning Them to be Perlbns of very 
remote Principles^ and calling it an unnatural Union, 
Why really, 5/>, the Compofition is odd enough; a 
little more odd, I fency, than any You will find in 
the Vintners Cellars, 

We know that You have long been ufed to this 
Gentlemanlike Way of confuting your Adverjaries ; and 
it muft be confcfs'd that You have formerly executed 
many hopeful Projefts, by Virtue of this Word Jaco- 
bite ; but it is too much worn at prefent to do You any 
Service ; and therefore You tack the Word Republican 
to it, notwithftanding the Remotenefs and Incongruity 
of their Prmciples. You tell us that thefe are the only 
two Denominations of Men, who have raifed the/r^- 
fcnt Clamour and oppofed your Scheme. ^-^^hAi ! does 
the City of London and moil of the great trading 
Towns and Corporations in England confill of nothing 
but Jacobites and Republicans ? But as You have al- 
ways branded everv Body with the Charafter of a 
jfacobiie, who hatn been formerly diflinguifh'd by 
the Name of a Tory, or an High-Churchman y in the 
Days of our unhappy Divilions; lb it is very proba- 
ble that, under the Denomination o^ Republicans, you 
include all Thofe, whether Low-Churchmen or DiJ/en- 
tersy who have been fo unhappy as to diflike your 
Meafures. li This, Sir, is your Meaning, I believe 
Yqu will find Them no inconpderahle Party ; for, lay- 
ing 
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ing afide the vaft Body of Crown-Officers, CwiJ, Mili- 
iMj and Eccle/iaftical, I think Th^ cannot amount, 
at a moderate Computation, to lefs than Ninety-nine in 
«rfiiK»^r^</of the whole Kingdom. I hope therefore 
that Ycm have been a little too free, in filgmatizing all 
thefe Peribns with the Character of being Enemies to 
|i^ Royal Family, now eftablifii'd on the Throne^ 
emdour present happy Constitution. 

Thus &r I am ready to admit your Aflertion is 
juft ; that You have united thefe two great Bodies of 
Men, in the Senfe before-mentionM, and brought about 
that happy Coalition of Parties , which we have long 
endeavoured, but in vain, to accomplilh. This, Sir, 
is the (Mily good Efieft attending your Scheme, But 
T^iether it was altogether politick in You to blab out 
this Secret, I leave to your own Judgment. It is, at 
kaft, a publick Confeffion from your own Mouth, that 
two Parties, the moft remote in their Principles^ Views 
mid Intercfis^ are vigoroujly united in their Oppofition 
t9 four Meafures, 

jBut You affirm that this Oppofition proceeds from 
the Apprehenfions of the unfair Traders, that it will 
cffcAually prevent Frauds in the ColleBion of the Re- 
venue I upon which you apply another Piece of School- 
toy's Latin ; hinc ilia Lachryma, — No, Sir, You are 
as fenfible as any Man in England that this general 
Oppofitiou arifes from the juft Apprehenfions of the 
People,, founded on Experience, that the Manner of 
coUefting Duties by Excife is ruinous to Trade, and 
tends to the Subvenion of Liberty. They, who have 
felt the Rigour of thefe Laws, complain of them as 
grievous. For this Reafon, They have declared againil 
KVij farther Extenjion of them ; and are refolvcd to op- 
pofe it by all dutiful zxA lawful Methods ; but You, 
Sir, tell Them very gracioufly, that They are igno- 
' nnt of their own lnterefts\ that They know nothing 
of Trade ; and that You are relblved to make Them 
happy under thefe Laws, whether ^They wiU, or no:. 

As 
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As a Proof that this Remedy will be adequate to the 
Diftemper^ You give us an Inftance in the late A61, 
for excifing Coffee, Tea and Chocolate; which. You 
fay, hath brought above a Million more into the fix- 
chequer, during the eight Tears, in which they have 
been under thefe excellent Laws, than they produced in 
the eight Tears preceding. How far We may take your 
Word for This, I know not ; or, fuppoling it to be 
true, it may be owing to other Caufes, befidcs tlie 
Prevention of Frauds ; fuch as Luxury, and the increa- 
fed Confumption of thofe Commodities, which is now 
become almoft univerfal ; for it is certain that Tea was 
never fo much run, as it hath been fince that A^ ; 
and I am credibly inform'd that whatever the Excife 
might produce at firft, it hath dwindled away again 
for feveral Years paft ; fo that, perhaps We fhall find, 
upon a flrift Enquiry, that, excepting the Abatement 
of Framiums on prompt Payment, ( which in Efted, is 
an additional Tax) tne Publick hath gain'd but little 
by this hoafted Improvement of the Revenue, befides an 
Increafe of Officers, and the Power of awing and ha- 
raffing the SubjeSf; for there is hardly any Thing 
wanting in that ASt, which is to be found in the Fi- 
nances of France, or Denmark. 

And yet You are not afhamed to fugg^ft, that the 
Inconvenience, which hath arifen from the Alteration 
ofcolle^ing the Duties on thefe Commodities, is in no 
Degree adequate to the vaft Bene lit, which hath accrued 
to the Publick. — Pray, Sir, is not the diftrcffing and 
vexing many Thou(ands of the People an Inconveni- 
ence ? — \% not the Difcontent of the People of Eng- 
land in general, arifing from this Alteration, an Incon* 
venicnce of great Weight and Confequence ? — "Do 
You think. Sir, that nobody's Eafe and Happinefs aic 
to be confulted but your own ; or that your linglc 
Refolution ought to bear down the united Judgment 

of tlic People of Great Britain ? 1 apprehend. 

Sir, that This of itfelf would be fuch an Imonveni- 
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MET/, as no Increafe of the Duty whatfoever would 
compenfate to the People. 

TTie next Thing remarkable in your Letter is your 
Declamation on i\it fatal Mi/chiefs, accruing to the 
Merchants and their unfortunate Friends, who are Sure^ 
ties for Them, by their having Credit given Them on 
their Bonds i which tempts Them to employ their 
Money in Exchange-Alley, 

What a noble Friend art Thou to the traders of 
Great Britain ? — Is not Credit equal to Money ? — 
Is not Credit to the Publick a Multiplication of Money ? 
— Have not You found it fb, in many Inftances, for 
your own Advantage ? — Hath not the diffufive In- 
fluence cf Credit reduced the national Intereft to half 
what it was, in former Times? And, if the Credit of 
traders, on which the national Credit depends, is ta- 
ken from Them, how loon muft They fink into Bank- 
ruptcy ? — However, thus fiir I will agree with You ; 
that an Excife will prevent the Ruin of many Fami- 
lies by Credit, ^-S^hy ? — Becaufe Multitudes of Tradef 
men will be undone, for Want of Perfons to give Them 
Credit. — Who will truft Shop-keepers, do You think, 
who are liable every Day of their Lives to be reduced 
to Ruin, for little Miftakes, or Frauds, by arbitrary 

Judges and exorbitant Penalties ? It is like giving 

Security for their good Behaviour; which, in 
fome Cales, is little lefs than a Prohibition from lawful 
Bufinefs. 

As for Stock-jobbing, if any Thing will en- 
courage it more than ufual, it is an Excise ; and, 
perhaps. That may be one of your covert Reafons 
for purfuing this Scheme with fo much undaunted 
Vigour 5 for if the Merchants and Traders of Efigland 
fliould not be able to purfue their honell Bufinefs with- 
out a Load of heavy Chains on their Legs, They will 
naturally refort to Stock-jobbing, Deipair of getting 
a competent Livelyhood by Trade in the common 
Way, to which They were bred, will drive Them to 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary Methods of Subfiftance. Neceffiiy com- 
pels Men to A6b of Hazard and Danger. It forces 
lorne to the Highway ; others to Exchange- Alley ; and 
many to ierve the vile Purpoles of a wicked Minifter. 
But You, 5/r, cannot plead Neceffity in your Excuie. 
It is mcer Wantonnefs and Infolence of Power, which 
prompt You to fpwrt, in this Manner, with the For- 
tunes and Liberties of your Fellow Subjects, 

After this ridiculous tnveftive againft Credit^ You 
are pleafed to make an authoritative Declaration, with- 
out any Colour of R^fon, or Coherence of Argument. 
that in Confeqiicnce of this Scheme ^ Great Britain tcill 
become a ^Ytc Port, and a general Storehoufe for Wine 
tfff^ Tobacco.— So extraordinary an Ailertron as 
This defervcs a Remark or two; ana firil as to Wine, 

For God Sake, what c^n your Honour mean by fay- 
ing, that your Scheme will make Great Britain a Store- 
houfe for that Commodity ? Kow ignorant muft You 
be of the Nature of all Sorts of 7rade^ except tmej to 
fall into fo filly a Miftake ? To what Purpofe fhould 
any Body land Wines here, in order to export them 
abroad ? Was This ever heard of before ? For my Pirt, 
I am an utter Stranger to any fuch Kind of Commerce ; 
nor do I believe that Wires were ever, or will ever be 
exported from Great Britain^ in any Quantities worth 
Regard. To what Place, I pray, can the Merchants 
be fuppofed to fend them ? Other Countries can buy 
Wirtes, or take thcni in Exchange for their own Gwls^ 
at a cheaper Rate than They can have them from I//. 

And as for making Great Britain a ii^it Port and « 
general Store-houfe for I'ohaccOy your Honour iecms 
to have ^Ilen into a greater Blunder than in the 
former Article. Can this Ifland be the Store-houfe for 
Tobacco, in a greater Degree, than it is at prefent ? Is 
not the chief Part of this Comvi-jdity the Growth of 
our own Plantations ? And is not allour Plantation-To^ 
bacco now brought hither ? Can it be earned to any 
other Country, without being firft landed in Great 
Britain ^ -.^ At prcfcnt therefore this Ifland may be 

properl/ 
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piqperly firid to be the general SUre-h^ufe fir Tobacco, 
though not Vifree Port; and You would do well to con- 
fider. Sir, whether any Alteration in the Courfe of tJbis 
TriuU, efpecially by Way of Exci/e, may not affedl it 
in a very great De^^y and encourage otier Nations to 
become our Rivals in it ; as They have already been, 
with too much Succefs» in Sugar and otber CommO' 
Mtiis. 

You now pay your Devoirs to the Retailer^ and 
make ibme Apologies to him for not taking his Cafe 
Into Coniideration before. 

Vi^iiy really. Sir, I think it is high Time to give 
thefe poor People a few good Words ; and You feem to 
iet out very fair; but on reading feveral Pages, under 
this Article, I can find nothing in them but the fame 
Stiain of Railing and Jbufe, with an awkard Attempt 
to prove that it is all for their Good, You confine your 
Invcdlive, indeed, to the fraudulent Trader ; but You 
plainly intend it againft the whole Body of the Retailers 
in general ; for though You are pleafed to admit that 
there is fuch a Thing in the World as a fair Trader^ 
You do it in a mighty cool Manner, by Way of Paren- 
tbefis ; as much as to fay, Kara Avis in Terris ! if I 
may venture to give You a little Scrap of Latin in my 
Turn. — But let us come to the Point ; which brings 
us to tYitfecond ObjeSiion agawjl the propofed Alteration ; 
that it will be injurious to English Liberty. 

You begin with that Branch of the Objedion, which 
concerns the Power of the Officers to vifit Houfes ; and 
affirm, without any Hefitation, that it will be for every 
honeft Mnr^s Advantage and Credit ; upon which I mult 
beg Leave to ask You a few more Queflions. 

Good Sir, do You think it can be for the Advan- 
tage of the honefteft Man in England, to have evciy 
Room in his Houfe conftantly liable to be rummaged, 
by Day or by Night, at the Will and Pleafure of a 
f curvy little Fellow, who may hope to recommend 
himlelf by being vexatious in his Office, or perhaps 
with an Intent only of drawing out a little Civility 

Money; 
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Money ; which may afterwards be made a Charge a- 
gBinii the poor Retailer, and involve him m fever eFe- 
nalties and ignominious Profecutions ? 

Is it for the Advantage of an honefl Man to be at 
the Charge of keeping Scales and Weights, as well as 
being obliged himfelf to ajjtft in weighing his Goods, as 
often as this bufy Familiar fhall be pleafed to require it ? 

Is it for his Advantage to be at the Trouble of 
keeping regular Accounts of all the Goods He fells 
every DdLy, and to whom He fells them ? 

Is it for his Adva?itage to be continually dancing 
Attendance at the Permit-Office, and waiting the Plea- 
fure of the little Clerks there, who may happen to 
be regaling Themfelves at a neighbouring Alehoufe, for 
every Quantity of Goods he may fell above fix Pound 
Weight, or above a Gallon in excifeable Liquors ; which 
is liable to be feized and forfeited without their Cer- 
tificate ? 

Can it be thought to be either for the Advantage or 
Credit of an hone ft Man to lye under the Obligation of 
frequently purging himfelf upon Oath, in the exa^leU 
Manner, with Regard to his particular Dealings ? 

Is it for his Advantage, that thefe Proteftant Inqui- 
fitors fhould be let into the particular Knowledge of 
all his Dealings ; by which Means They may frequently 
have it in their Power to deprefs his Credit, and clan- 
dertinely work him out of his Bufinefs ? 

In J unification of thefe exorbitant Powers, You draw 
a very pretty Comparifon between Ship and Houfes, 
and tell us, that the Cuftom-Houfe Officer has the fame 
Power over one, that the Excifeman hath over the 
other. — But I rauft beg Leave to make a fmall Di- 
ftindtion in this Cafe. 

A Ship, Sir, is a mod ingenious Piece of M?r^tfz?//^, 
defign'd for the Conveyance of mercantile Goods from 
one Part of the World to another; and, as I apprehend 
with humble Submiffion, cannot be call'd a Jix'*d Ha- 
Station. For this Reafon it is liable to Infpc£Uon in 
aD Countries, like Waggons and other commm Vehicles. 

But 
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Hit a Manfion-Houfe^ or private Dwelling-place^ hath 
xen always efleemM a Sort oiSanSuary^ in mofl ci« 
^ilized Nations ; efpecially where Liberty pre^rails in 
any Degree ; and, in this NatioHy it hath always pa(8*d 
under die Name of a Man^s Caftlei till You, Sir^ 
fbrni'd the Projedl of invading and reducing it to 
the fame precarious State with our floating Caftles. 

But You feem to think this Vifitation of Hou/es ab-~ 
iblutely necefTary, and not at all inconvenient to the 
botteft Trader. The boneft Trader is of another Opi- 
nion, and knows there is a Mjftery^ even in xh^fairejt 
Trade, which ought not to be difcover'd. Dear Srr, 
ghrc me Leave to appeal to Yourfelf, in diis Cafe. 
Do'You not from your Heart believe the Art of Deey^ 
fbering to be a very boneft Trade ? Do You not think it 
as mjfterious an Art as any carried on, even by the 
Wiue-Brewers and Tobacco-Favors ? And yet, 5/r, Yoii 
may remember that it was adjudged by the higheft 
Authority, on a very folemn Oc<^on, that This was 
n Myftery, which ought not to be reveaFd ; though the 
Intereft of only two Persons in the whole Kingdom 
were conccrn'd in it. 

But let me go a little farther on this Subje6l of dif- 
covering the Myjf cries of Trade. What is the Reafon, 
Sir^ for giving large SumsofMoney with -/i5i^/rr^/*/V^f.^ 
Is it only for Board and Lodging ; or is it to inftrudl ' 
Them in the Art and M'^ery of the particular Tradt\ 
to which They are bound ? Are not thefe Words the 
very Terms exprefb'd in their Indentures ? If therefore 
your Reafoning is jull, and your Scheme fhould prevail, 
1 would ad vife all Gentlemen, as well as Others, to 
bind ^hcir Sons /Apprentices to Ex'ci/i:*nen, as tlie bed 
Way to inllruft Them in the MsftcrUs of ail Trades 
at once ; fo that if one fails. They may take up another. 

But here You recur once inoie to the My ft erics of 
Jniquityy and allert that it is upon ihis Account the 
ftciailers dread an Infpcdlion. — — -Lord, 5/r, how 
came You^ of all Men in the World, to be fo fond of 

Vol. X. . ^ c difcovcring 
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difcovenng Myfteriesof Iniquity? Do but confider what 
a terrible Fright You was in but a few Pages before, on 
Account of thefe Days of Reformation. One would 
think that You had loil your Senses with your Ho- 
nesty, as your learned Advocate Mr. Osborne ob- 
fervcd, in his judicious Pq)er of Saturday lad ; but I 
will put the Iffue of our prefent Difpute on this Jingle 
Point, "^"WiW You, Sir, who are lb zealous for extend- 
ing this viftatorial Power, be pleafed to put Yourfelf 
under the fame yuriJdiSion, andconfentto have pur 
Accounts inJpeSledy and the Myftery of your Deaiif^s ex- 
pofedy in the iame rigorous Manner, by Commiffioners, 
to be appointed by the People ? Grant us only this 
Point, and I believe all the Corporations in England, 
Lynn itfelf not excepted, would revoke their late In- 
ftru^lons, and heartily concur in a Scheme, which 
might be attended with fuch infinite Advantage to the 
Nation, and, perhaps, no fmall Improvement of the 
Revenue. 

But as we can have no Hopes that Tou will ever 
■ confent to any Inquifition of this Sort, let us examine 
the remaining Part of your Letter. 

The Privilege of Englijhmen, to be try'd by Juries, 
is fo well underflood by every Qafs of People, and the 
Argument upon it hath been fb fully exhaufted, in the 
Courfe of this Difpute, that it may be thought almofl 
impertinent to offer any Thing farther on that Subjeft ; 
and I do affure you, ^/r, that nothing fhould induce 
me to do it but your own great Authority, in fecond- 
ing the ridiculous Arguments of your little Advocates 
againft this fundamental Privilege of the People. 

However, Sir, 1 fhall be wtrf fhort, and confider 
only the In fiances You have produced, to fupport your 
Argument againft this Method of Trial. 

For this Purpofe, You are pleafcd to mention the 
Land-Tax and Window-Tax ; Difpute s about Parijh Rates ; 
the Repairs of Highways and Bridges ; the Payment of 

Servants 
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tmiiB the CUr^ esd their FA^dnsiur:, d9^t fnsU 
^/ihesi all which Caxs, Yoa tdl u?, are axriSei ij 
Ltem is be aijadged and d^erminti other hy particiilir 
Ckwimiffionps fsr that Parf9je, ar by ne^boaring 
Jnffioes of the Peace, either in iheir fric^te Cuf^iiy, 
mr Mt the garter Sejjsm^ and without aJu&y. 

fiat it iinhidLLy happens, in all thde Cftks, tiut 
Acre 15 not tme Penalty^ or Tsrfeitnre^ accraing to the 
OfieerSf or the Crs^s ; neither are the OJieers sp- 
poinied by the Cream ; but by the PariiamenSy their 
idbeftiYe Cn^ties^ or Parijhe$\ lb dia: all thde 
Tnttanctt ate Qii'ite fordgn to the Cafe of Exeija^ and 
Slothing to the Purpoie. 

Yoa conie^ that, in the Cafe tf ihiall Tythes, the 
'Sieu may, if He pleafeSy fue in the Exchequsr ; aci 
dieidbre I am at a Lois to gueis for what Purpo!e Yo:i 
could infert This in your Collection of Caie, deter* 
nunable in a fummary Manner j without a Trial by 
ymries, 

Yoa likewife acknowledge that the greatefi Privi* 
l^e rf an Englifhman is a fair and impartial Trials 

nd in moft Cafes by ^ Ju ry. Let me ask You 

therefore how the Merchants of England have 10 far 
incnrrM yeur Honour* s Diipleai'are a: to be excSudcd 
from xHoA^ greateft Privilege ofEnglifhmen T — I believe, 
5ir, that I may anfwcr for the whale Body of Them, 
tiiat They would rather fubmit to the Vexation and 
Szpence of a Proiecution in the Cburt of Exchequer^ 
where Trials by Juries are ftill preferved, than leave 
their Property to the arbitrary Determination of Court- 
CommiJJionersi and This, Siry is all I fhall fay to You» 
at prefent, upon the Point of Juries. 

Vou now proceed to the Dangers apprehended, ( or 
infinuated, as you call it) from the new Levy of Officers^ 
which will be necefTary to put your Scheme in Execu- 
tion ; and comfort us with an AiFurance that the 
Namber will be very inconiiderable ; which You are 

C-c 2 plcafed 
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plcafcd to illulbate by the fmall Increafe of Officers^ 
occafion'd by the late Aft for exciiing Coffee^ Tea and 
Chocolate, You inform us that the additional Officers, 
treated on that Aactmtj were no more than 80, excepting 
Clerks, and Per Jons emphfdfolely in Writij^i and that 
the prefent propofed Increaje will not is 1^0 in all 
England; besides y^;;;?^ Warehoufe-ieepers in this 
Tozun ^/* London, who/e fole Bufinefs it will he to keep 
a Key jointly with the Merchants, 

Well, StTy let us allow this Calculation to be juft, 
and that no more than 150 Officers will be added for 
England, on your new Scheme ; yet including 
Scotland, and the O^r^r/ employ 'd there, with all 
the additional Clerks and Warehou/e-men^ on Account 
of Tea J Wine and Tobacco^ in both Kingdoms^ They 
xvill certainly amount to a very large Number. Let us 
iuppofc Them only to be 500 ; can fuch an Increafe, 
added to the 600 raifed lafl Year, on Account of the 
Salt Duty, and the vail Multitude fubiifting before, be 
thought of no Darker T May not all thejfe Offices be 
given to the Sons, Servants, or Dependents of those 
Persons, whom a Minifter too often finds it his In- 
tereft to oblige ? And does not This tend to abridge 
and undermine the Freedom of thofe Affembliesy which 
is the only Support of our Liberties and Conftitution P 
. But what Security can the Publick have, if your 
TrojeSt ftiould take Effeft, that You will raife no more 
tiian 1 50 of thefe new Troops ? May Yoii not inliU 
what Numbers You pleafe, even ad Infinitum^ if You 
iind it neceflary for the Support of your Meafures ? 
Who can controul You, when the Scheme is eftabliih^dy 
if the united Voice ofth^ whole Kingdom cannot controul 
You at prefent ? 

As to the Warehoufes^ which You acknowledgie to 
be a Part of your Scheme^ I ihall only obierve that 
h is exa6lly another charitable Corporation PryeH. 
The Goods of the Merchants, it feems, are to be de- 
pofitcd, like common Pledges, in yo\xx Bonoar^s Lumber 

Houfes^ 
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AufiSj under the Infpedion and Care of fuch an 
Jioneft Steward, as John ^Tbcmffon. 

Bat I am really weary of following You through this 
Labyrinth of Inconiiftency and Folly. I (hall therefore 
cooclnde with a fow ihort Refle£iions upon the whole. 

Jri/htk obierves very jaitly, that great Care ought 
to be taken ia changing die fundamental Parts of any 
Gmfimment ; and that the utmoft Caution ought to be 
had againft ^ofe^ who attempt it bj Degrees.^ 
MUchiave^ { who was, perhaps, as great a Politician, 
fhoi^h not quite fo honefl a Man) %s, in Efk^, the 
ftme Thing ; when He advifes any Prince, or Minifter.^ 
who has a Mind to alter the Conftitution of his Country, 
topreierve thtfame outward Forms i and tells us that 
the Power of the Roman People was intirely deftroy'd 
by tkefe Means. 

'Let D8 now apply thefe Maxims to the Cafe of 
Jfxeifis. 

When this Method of Taxation was firft cftablifh'd 
tBaongfl us, in Times of a civil War, the PrtjeSors of 
It proceeded by regular Degrees, againft the general 
Inclination of the People ; bat finding Themfelves 
ftrong enough to facceed in their firft Attempt, Thjsy 
went farther 5 whereupon Mr. Pym, as Dugdale re- 
istes, did by his Letter to Sir John Hotham, fignify, 
that ney had proceeded in ^^Excife to many Particulars, 
and intended to go on farther ; but that it would be 
mcejfary to ufe the People to it by little and little; 
amd accordingly^ under the Jpecious Pretences of paying 
#A^ Debts, maintaining the Army, and Securi^ tfTr^dc, 
hefore the Year was ended, They extended the Excife to 
ke general, even to /i'^ Sh a m b l e s . 

When the fame Scheme was attempted, after the 
JLeifolution, it was propofed only for a fliorfTime, 
during the Exigencies of a War ; and Dr. D^Au'enant^ 
who wrote for EXcifes, at that Time, by the Direftion 
of the Treafury, liath this remarkable Paragraph in 
his EJfay on Ways and Means, viz. 

C c 3 •• When 
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«« When the People, fays He^ grow once fo de- 
" generate^ as to furrender the Rights of the Nation, 
<< there is no Ward i^inft fucb Corrupti<mi and a 
*' ParBamenty that would confent to continue Excifis 
/* beyond the Necfffities of the War^ would give up 
*' Magna Charta, or fettle the prefent Land Taxes 
'* in Perpetuity on the Crown i but it is hoped there 
'* are not Hands enough, in this Country, to help a 
** few Flatterers in the pulling down the F^ces of 
*' our Liberty y and to promote a Defign, that would 
** as well ruin the King, as his People. 

But it is now Time to draw to a Conclulion ; and 
7 will do it, by putting You in Mind, that your Ad- 
vocates have, for feveral Months, endeavoured to ridi- 
cule our Apprehenfions of an Excifei and afierted that 
5f any fucb Alteration in the Revenue ihould be pro- 
pofed, it would not be attoided with thofe terrible 
Circumfbnces, with relation to Juries^ entering 
Moufes, &c. which the fycendaries, us They are call*d, 
have repreiented. But wur Honour has fully verified 
all, that hath been iaid bv thefe wicked Malignants, 
in the Pamphlet now beK>re us. We have nothing 
therefore to hope, but that our Reprefentatives in Par- 
liament will reje6l your Scheme, and perfevere in the 
glouous Spirit of their PredecelTars, by declaring with 
on unanimous Voice, InTolumvs Leges Anglic 

MVTARI. 

As this ever-memorable Sentence is the great Foun- 
dation of Ma on a Chart A, I hope You will not be 
difpleafed, Sir^ with a fhort Quotation from an * old 
Book, in whkh the iacred Regard, which our An- 
cedors paid to that indelible Law, is given us in a 
full and a (Irong Light. 

" The Time would fail me, fliould I inlarw upon 
** that inviolable Bulwark of ovlt Liberties and Property, 
*' the Magna Charta, or Great Charter <^ 

* The Cafe of /i&^ Bankers, ^c. 
^ " ^ England; 
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^ EvoLAVD ; a Charter^ purcha&d with theTreadire 

«• and ibil*d with the Blood of our'Ancellors; a Law 

^ pranulged and eftablifhM to die EfigUJh, with i 

M Tenor aad-^lemnit^r inferior onl^ to That of the 

^ Mr CommoHdments by God himfelf to the yews'. 

«• 1m« was here no Thunder ^ or Lightning, it is true ; 

«* bat there was fb dreadful a Fulmlnation of Curies 

<< upon the Violators thereof, that no Man ever yet 

^ oonfider^d them without Horror and Afbnifhment ; 

«« fl Law, revered hy firmer Parliaments to that Degree^ 

«« that they enafted Tranfcripts thereof to be car«^y 

•* preferved in all the Cathedrals of the Realm ; that it 

** ihoold be four times a Year carefully read before the 

«« People I that twice in a Year the Prelacy (Pontifica" 

«« Urn indttti, ^ * CandeHs accenfis) fhould Thunder 

** out the greater Excommunication againfl the In- 

** fi^^^ thereof, though but in Word or Council^ 

- •* (fays the Statute;) that the Lord Chancellor and all 

•••the ^KZXMinifters of State , upon Entry into their 

**- Offices, fhould conftantly be fwom to the Obierva- 

** tion thereof; that it fhould be allowed as the common 

** Lato, by all Officers of Juftice; that all Statute 

«« LawSf or Ju^ments^ in Oppofition thereto, fhould 

«* htnull and voidi nay, that the very Priefls and 

<' Confejfors fhould frame the Confciences of the People 

** to the Obfervance thereof; and lafUy a Lato^ con- 

«« firmed by no lefs than Thirty-two fever al Ails of 

** Parliament.^-' And what was the Realbn of all this 

** Veneration and Diligence? Was this Charter of 

•* that Sanctity and Importance?— Yes furcly; the 

* This Ceremony, as related by another Author, 
was thus. The Bijhops^ holding lighted Candles in 
their Hands, extinguifli'd them, and threw them on 
the Ground, every one prefent crying out ; thus let 
Him be extinguipSd and ft ink in Hell, who violates 
THIS Charter. 

** Prefencc 
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*' PfcTence thereof was then thought aa neceffary to 
«« the EngUJby as That of the Palladium to the Trojans j 
^ the boff Jrk to the Hebrews ; the Sea-Banks to the 
^ States of Holland. In Company of this Tutelar^ 
'* there was no poflible Danger. In the Abience there- 
** of, no pofHble Safety. Such then was the Care of 
•• our Anceftors, (wife Men, perhaps, tho' not fb 
** great Clerks) in the Munition and fencing about of 
*• their Rights and Properties ; and fo invincible was 
'< thcirZ»l to tranfmit tho/e Jewels to their Pofterities, 
^* with the £mie Luftre aflid Beauty, that They them* 
<' letres had received from their Predeceilbrs ; thole 
'' old Englifi Heroes ieeming to me to bear always in 
'< mind that Saying of our Countryman, and great 
•' Captain, Galgacvs, when his Army was in the 
'* Inftant of joining Battle here with the Roman Inva^ 
•* dirs ; // Major es veftros ist Pofieros cogitate ; Fellow 
*' Soldiers, fays He, Remember your Ancestors and 
*' yur PosTERiTiKa; a ihort Speech, but containing 
'< more of Argument and Perfuafion, - than can be 
'' exprei^'d in ten Reams of Paper. 

How lay You, Sir, do you like' this Kind of Reafbn- 
ingr— If You do, give mue Leave to conclude with 
one ihort Paflage more from the fame Author ; which 
he reports as the fiuniliar Saying of Sir Edward 
Coke, and tells us will remain a Maxim of eternal 
Truth in this State i^^vvl. That no SubjeSl ( thd^ never 
yo POTENT /7/r^ subtile) iver Confronted, or juftled 
fvitb the Law of England, hut the same Law in 
the End ivfalHhly broke His Neck. 



^$ End of Vol. X. 
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Relation to Scotland^ 1 7 1 — A Defence of the Confix 
derations^ addrefs*d to the Lnndholders, agamft the 
Scheme, 181— Some ^ther Obfervations on the 
&me Subjedl, 189-^ Some Account of a DeHgn to 
enilave the Nation by Exci/es, in the Year 1627, 
201— The CraftfinarCs Congratulation of his Cbuli- 
trymcn upon their Deliverance from ^ late Scheme ^ 

210 The whole Subjeft of Excifes coniider^d 

farther at large, 217 — As to the Expence cfcolleB^ 
ing them, 234 — The Powers and CondaS of the 
CommiJJicners of Excife particularly examined, 239 
—The Difference between Excife Laws and Thbic 
of the Cuftoms farther confider'd, 246— An Enu- , 
meration of the different Tradest which are already 
under the Power oi Excife Laws, zzg^-^^ £xtra6^s 
from a Pamphlet, intitled, Remarks on the horrid 
kle OppreJJfons^ Infolencics, &c. of the Commiffioners 

of Excife, 269 The general Subjedl of Excifes 

farther confider'd, 280. . 

Exclujion (Bill of) a remarkable Obfervation, upon 
that Occalion, 368. ^ 

F. 

FEaf} ( Sir Felix) his Cafe, 274. 
Fendril (Mr.) his Cafe, 276. 

Financcr (occafional) his Arguments in Favour of the 
Excife Scheme anfwer'd, i^z^-^-iSi. 

France i a Diftindlion between the Taxes there and in 
England, 176. 

Frauds (in the Wine and Tobacco Trade) confider'd, 
285— —And in the Cuftoms, 289— .-A Method 
propofed for preventing them, 290. 

Free Briton ^ his Arguments ior ftandij^ Arrmes ex- 
amined, 70— Reduced to Anii-Sylloaiins, iig. 

Vot.X. Dd Fr:^e 



Tit I N D E X. 

fryi (R&tOUnd) hb Cafe, 277. 
fyikr (Mr.) profecutcd by the Commiffioners $/ £x- 
€ifi^ 242. 

G. 

Gibraltar i fi>me Queries concerning the Danger 
of it, 195. 
Green (William, Efcj; ) petitions the Houfe §/ dm- 

mvns againft the Gpmm0s&ners efExcife^ 243. 
Grocers ; their Cafe, with Relation to the tea-M, 245 . 

H. 

tTJU (Henry) his Cafe, 276. 
J^ Hampden {Mr.) his Arguments againlla ge* 
neralExciJe, 61. 
Hampden (old ) his Letter to Mr. D^Jnvers^ 1 19. 
Handel '(lAr J) ^^ji Account of his tyrannical Schemes 

and Infblencies to the Town, 206. 
Holland '9 fome Obfervations on the Government of it, 
52*^The Excifes there compared with thofe of this 
Kingdc»n, 164 — 184. 
Hofpital (of the Revenue) what, 179. 
Howe I (Mr.) his Account of the firll £xr^j in B/tg- 
landy 28. 

I. 

J'Acobites, joinM with Republicans^ 294. 
Jefuitsi fomc Account of their Pradlioes here, 
in the Reign oi Charles the/f^, 201. 
ImpreJJing ; prejudicial to our Navy^ and inconliilent 

with Magna Chart a, 91* 
Injlr unions ( to the People's Reprefentatives) the Right 
of them afTejted, 127— -150 — 165—186 — 282. 
Juries; (Trials by) the Advantages of them, ii — 
The Subjed deprived of them by Excife Ldtos, 1 a 
— 1 14 — Some Remarks on the btc Aft for the bet- 
ter Regulation of Juries^ particularly the Clause 

z\:o\xt Jpccial Juries, 134 The great Advantage 

of Trinls by Juries farther conftder'd, 223—302. 
Juftices (of the Peace) their great Power, of late Years, 
225 — 247. 

LemihMer: ; 



Sie. INDEX. 

L. 

LJndbolders ; fome Conitderationf oftr'd to Them 
upon the Excife Scheme , 145 —^ A Defence: of 
Them, 181. 

laws (of England) what Alterations ought to be made 
in them, 235. 

tetters ; from an unknown Hand to Mr. U^Jitverst, 
concerning the Frauds and Mifmanagements of pub- 
lick Companies^ 10 1 ^-^^Ftom PMleufberus to the 
&me, with a PaiTage from Sbakefpeare^ concerning 
the Grievances of this Nation in the Reign of Ri- 
chard the fecondy xo6 — From old Hampden to the 
fame, in which Mr. Waljingbamh Arguments for a 
ftanding Army are reduced to Anti-fyllogifms, 119 
— From Patrick Briton to the fame, proving Carur 
to be an Irijbman^ 131 — — From Anglicus to the 

. feme, with fome Remarks oa the Aft fir the better 
Regulation of Juries ^ particularly the Claufe about 
Jpecial Juries^ >34— From an anonymous Hand 
to the ^me, on the Methods of exprefiing popular 
Refentment^ 1 37-— From Finariiis to the fan^e, in 
Defence of the Vintners ^ 144 — From ^.5. to the 
fame, with an Addreia to the Landholders againft 
the Excife Scheme^ 145— From an unknown Hand 
to the iione, concerning the late Election of a Mayor 
and Reprefentative for the City of Chefter^ 1J3. 
—From Bob Short to the lame, concerning the 
Penfion Bill, 163— From PhileJeutherus Britanni- 
cus to the fame, contaming a Compariibn between 
the Excifes ci Holland and Venice with Thofe of this 
Kingdom, 164 —From an unknown Hand to the 
fame, in which the Excife Scheme is farther confi- 
derM, with Relation to Scotland^ 171 — A fccond Let- 
ter from ^. S, to the fame, in Defence of his Addrefs 
to x)n& Landholders^ 181-—— A fecond Letter from 
Pbileleutberus Britannicus, in Defence of his for- 
mer, 183 «^ From X to the fame, in Anfwer to a 
Letter from a Member of Parliament, 194— Froiiia 

D d 2 Jefuit 



ne INDEX. 

Jcfuit in England to the Re6lor of that Order at 
Brujftls in the Year 1627, difcovering a Defign at 
that Time fbrenflavmg the Nation by Excijes and 
a ftanding Jrmyy 201— From P— /<? R — // to Mr. 
D JnverSf againft Mr. HandeT% tyrannical Schemes, 
206. 

Liberty % howaffeftcd hy Excife Laws^ 16— -And by 
ftanding Armies^ 69 — The Cafe of Excifes^ with 
Regard to Liberty farther confider'd, 299. 

Locke (Mr.) his Obiervations upon Land-kaxes and 
Duties on Commoditiesy 56— By what the Price of 
7 Jbings IS governed y 232. 

Lwking-G/a/S' ( the Prcjeifor'^s) fome Account of it, 
215. 

Luxury ; a 7ax upon it recommended, 192 ' ■ 
If^ne and tobacco do not properly fall under that 
Denomination, ib. -—Farther Reflexions on it, 197. 

M. 

MA(hiavel\ his Remark upon Alterations in Go- 
vernment, 305. 

Mackley (Mr.) proiccuted by the Commiffioners of 
Exeifey 242. 

Malt ; a fraudulent Trade of it carried on, in Nor* 
folky 290. 

Marlborough fyobnDuke of) his Opinion of fudden 
Defcents upon England, 95. 

Marrall (Sir Robert) an Advertifcmcnt of his kft dy- 
ing Words and Gnifeflion, 215. 

Merchants ^Britijh) abufed by a Court Writer, 49. 
— And defended by Mr. D^Jnvers, ib. — 167-— 
QyXVA flunk Biggarsy 194 — Farther defended, 196 
— 233 — uuties ofCuftonu originally laid for the 
Proteftionof theik&rr^/?»/, 253. 

Militia ; the flrongeft Defence office Countries, 96— 
Sir Robert Cotton's Sentiments upon this H»d, tb. 
How they may be regulated and diiciplined, 100. 

'^niders (of State) have no Prchemincncc shoYC other 

Gentiamn, 



ne INDEX. 

Gentlemen^ in the Houfe of Commons^ 236**The 
Glory of our prefent Minifiers, 266. 



N. 



N 



Ay. (Britijh) one of our chief Securities, 89* 
— How it ought to be regulated and mana- 



ged, 9©. 

Nvrfolki fome Account of a fraudulent Trade carried 
on there, 290. 

O. 

OFficers ; (civil and military) the Increafe of Them 
dangerous to Liberty, 20— 191 • — 258 —299 

How far They would have been increafed by 

the Excife-Bilh 303. 
Osborne^ (Francis, Efq; ) ibme Remarks on his Notion 
of Excifes, 6— His Arguments on that Subject fer- 
ther examined, 1 24 «-. Proved an old Woman, 150 
— Some ftrther Remarks upon her Writings, in Fa- 
vour of the Excife Scheme^ ib,^ ■ 1 Her Prophefies 
concerning it proved falfe, 213. 

P. 

PEtitions ( to Parliament) the Right of the People 
to them afTerted, 1 27 — 150— > 165 — 1 86 — - 
282. 

Pbileleutherus ; his Letter to Mr. D^Jnvers, 106. 

Fbileleutherus (Britannicus,) his Letter to Mr* UAn* 
vers, 164 — Another Letter to the fame, in De- 
fence of the former, 183. 

Plantation (Trade ) of no Benefit to us, 179. 

Pot (Ah) fome Obfervations upon it, 244. 

Poverty (national) the Effefts ofit, i8. 

Prefs (the Liberty of the) fome Queries concerning 
riie Danger of it, 196 — — . Under a double Excife^ 
222. 

Pym (Mr.) his Obfervation upon Jf-v^j/^/, 305. w 

Rabbit; 



ne INDEX. 

R. 

Rj&iii; the Story of it, 194. 
RepublkanSy join'd with Jacobites^ 294. 
Refentment (papular) various Methods of exprelling 

it, 137. 
Jtfvenue ; Excifes no Improvement of it, 49 — -*- 168 
— The. Hoj^tal of the Revenue, what, 179 ■ 

Great Regard paid to it by the antient Laws efthe 
Kingdom, zzj^^A. Diftinflion between the piblUk 
Revenue of the Vat ion and the Civil Uft, 228. 
R icbard the 2d, King of England) the Grievances 
of England, ]xi his Reign, defcribcdby Shakejpeare, 
107. 

S. 

SJlt (Duty) taken off and revived, 1 24 * The 
Hardfhip of it, 1 75 . 
Scotland i the Excife Scheme confider^d, with Relation 

to that Part of the Kingdom, 172. 
Shakefpeare ; his Defcription eS the Grievances of Eng- 
land, in the Reign ot Riebardthe zd. 107. 
Sbort (Bob) his Letter to Mr. D*Jnvers, 163. 
Smimling ; the true Csuie of it, 47 —How it afie6b 

Trade, 255. 
Soutb Sea (Company) the Frauds and Miiinanagements 

efit, 104. 
Stai^ey (Ricbard) his Cafe, 270. 
St. Albaffs ( the Borough of) their Inftruftions to their 

Repreientarives agamft the Excife Scbeme vindicated, 

151. 
Stamp (Office) the Commiffioners of it Licenfers rftbe 

Prefs, 222. 
Statute (Staple) what, 238. 
Stockjobbing ; by what promoted, 297. 

T. 

rW^Jxfs ; how th^ ought to be hid and coUefied, 
■ 9—18 — The Preference of a Land-Tax to 
Duths 'on Comnudities, 56 •pFartkor JjjcSMqm oa 

■-^. the 



^tf INDEX 

the Method of impofing and coUefting Ti^AVj, tio 
«— N$ Charge ; fome Remains on a Piece ib calTd^ 
ly^'^'J^YitTrade of 7Mesy what, 179— —Ought 
not to be rai^ with any Circumftances ^ Severity^ 
or Rigour y 2 JP— Whether they fell upon the Coth 
fumirov^y^ 231— The Mifchief of laying grievous 
Tues upon ^rade^ 232 — Taxes of Cuftoms onruti- 
iially laid for the Protedion oi Trade ^ 253*-'!RKc 
Method of impoiing 7W.v^/ ferther codiderM^ 284. 

^ea (AR) fome Remarks upon it, 248— > 296. 

Tem^ (Sir William) his Obfervations on the Go- 
vernment of ffi?/>^;!r</, 53. 

Titus ( Colonel) a remarkable Obfervation of his, up* 
on the Exclufion-Bill, 268. 

Tobacco f Trade) fome Obfervations upon it, 262-»Thc 
Frauds in it confider'd, 285. 

Trade ; how aficfted by Exdfes^ 9— Is founded on 
Liberty y i^^-^Tht Trade of Taxes ^^ what, 179 — 
Mercantile ^j^/^ defended, 196 — ^^The Mifchief of 

laying grievous Impofitions on Trade^ 232 

Duties of Cuftoms originally laid for the Protedlion 
of it, 253 —The Frauds in it confider'd, 285 — 
How aftcfted by Excifes farther confider'd, 299. 
Trenchard (Mr.) his Reafons for depending on our 
Fleet and a regular Militia againft Invaiions, 94. 

Trueby (Mr.) h^ Cafe, with Relation to xJlanFot-JSi^ 
245. 

V. 

VEnice ; the Excifes there compared with thofe 
of this Kingdom, i64-^i75^<i— 184. 
Viilars (Duke o^ Buckingham) \sAyf -^^lik^ upon by 

the Jefuits, 204. 
Vinarius ; his Letter to Mr. J^Anversy in Defence of 

the Viutnerst 144. 
Vyner {Dr. Robert) his Sermon at Weftminfter, 188. 
Fintmrs ; how treated by the Occafeonal Financer^ 142 

Defended, 



ng INDEX. 

Defended, 144— Whether the ExcifeScheme would 
prevent their Adulteration of Wine^ 260—292. 
Virginia (Trade) of no Benefit to us, 179, 

W. * 

WAIJingbam (Francis^ Efq;) lus Arguments in 
¥9VOQx oi ftandit^ Jrmies examined, 70 — 
82— And againft our Dependance on a naval force ^ 
92 — - His Argxmients for z.ftanding Army reduced 
to Anti'Syllogifms, 119— —His Arguments on the 
fameSubjed farther expofed, 266. 

Wards (Court of) how abolifh'd in England, 30. 

Wine ; whether the ExcifeSchemi^ would prevent die 
Adulteration of it, 260— -The Frauds in it cond- 
fiderM, 285. 

Writers (mimfierial) fome Remarks on their Doc- 
trines, I •— Their Inconiiflencies and Contradidlions^ 

(21. 
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